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SNAPS AND SNIPPETS

Hasan holds RCC office

A CORRESPONDENT, Rangpur

Kazi Hasan Ahmed, the newly appointed administrator of
Rangpur City Corporation (RCC), took charge yesterday.
The former mayor AKM Abdur Rauf Manik of the now
defunct Rangpur municipality handed over the charge to
Hasan Ahmed in the morning. A number of officers and
employees of RCC and journalists from different print and
electronic media were present at the programme. In his
inaugural speech, Hasan sought everyone's cooperation to
complete the on-going development work of the city soon.
On June 28, the Local Government Rural Development and
Co-operative Ministry through a gazette notification
turned the divisional town into a city corporation effective
from July 1.

Rly gatekeepers agitate

OUR

CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

At least14 railway gatekeepers yesterday demonstrated in
front of the office of Lalmonirhat Railway Divisional Traffic
Superintendent (DTS) under west zone railway, demand-
ing regularisation of their jobs. At the programme, the
demonstrators said they were not getting their wages for
the last four months. Meanwhile, DTS official sources said
they were recruited as temporary gatekeepers under a
project. The agitators also threatened to go for a tougher
programme if their demand was not met immediately.
Earlier on July 2, the gatekeepers besieged the office of DTS
to press for the same demand.

Help for flood-hitfamilies

PRESS RELEASE

Plan Bangladesh has donated Tk 3.5 crore to 7,000 flood
affected families in three districts. Cash, Tk 2.5 crore was
distributed in Gainbandha and Kurigram on July 5 and 6
respectively while the rest in Ramu upazila of Cox's Bazar
with the support of Young Power in Social Action (YPSA)
yesterday. Each family received Tk 5,000. Plan
Bangladesh's deputy country director Anwar Hossain
Shikder, programme support manager Liagat Ali, upazila
nirbahiofficer Debi Chandraand YPSA's executive director

Arifur Rahman, were present at the programme at
Chakmarkul union of Ramu upazila.

DYKE COLLAPSES IN KALAPARA OF PATUAKHALI

Saline water floods aman
seedbeds in 10 villages

OUR CDRRESPDNDENT,
Patuakhali

Aman seedbeds on over
2,000 hectares of land at 10
villages under Kalapara
upazila got damaged due to
saline water that entered the
village following collapse of
a flood controlembankment
onWednesday last.

A tidal surge under the
impact of full moon dam-
aged over 500 feet of the dyke
at Itbaria point in Lalua
union of the upazila on the
day. Water entered through
the damaged portion of the
dyke, flooding the villages of
the upazila.

The affected villages are
Chandupara, Chowdhurypara,
Monjupara, Munshipara,
Charipara, Boro
Panchnumber, Hasnapara,
Nasnapara, Dhunjupara and

Nowapara.
Though the flood water

has started to recede, the
villages are still under 2 to 3
feet water, affecting at least
20,000 people. The villagers
said aman cultivation in the
areas may be delayed as
saline water damaged their
seedbeds. Fishes worth over

Tk 50 lakh were lost during

the tidal surge, they added.
About 100 families have

taken shelter on the flood
control dyke as their houses
have been inundated. On
Saturday, a portion of the
embankment with a sluice
gate subsided at Ithbania point.

Musa Gazi, a farmer of
Monjupara village told this
correspondent that he

prepared seedbeds for
planting aman on 25 acres of
land. “My seedbeds got
damaged and are still under

water,” hesaid.
Solaiman Howlader of the

same village said he
cultivated fish in his ponds,
taking Tk 30,000 in loan from
alocal NGO. “Ihavetoincur a
huge loss as fishes worth Tk
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Saline water, entering through the damaged portion of a dyke, floods aman seedlings in
Lalua area of Kalapara upazila of Patuakhali.

one lakh have been washed
away by the tidal surge,” he
added.

Lalua Union Parishad
(UP) Chairman Md Rezaul
Karim said the embankment
was also damaged by tidal
surge during cyclonic storms
Sidr and Aila, but repair job
had not beendone properly.

“I have urged the upazila
ad ministration to immediate

Road link snaps as
bridge collapses

OUR CORRESPONDENT,

Netrakona

Road communication of
Durgapur with Purbadhola
upazila and the rest of the
country snapped as a bridge
at Rajabazar point of
Durgapur-Mymensingh road
in Purbadhola upazila
collapsed vyesterday after-

communication.

A large number of people,
who used the bridge, are now
crossing thecanal byboats.

No steps were taken to
repair the bridge after the
Department of the Roads
and Highways declared its
condition vulnerable three
years ago, sources said.

Processionists batoned

OUR CDHRESPGNDEN']',
Gaibandha

At least 15 people were
injured during a clash
between the activists of BNP-
led 18-party alliance and
police near the bus terminal

in the town yesterday.
The clash ensued when

police intercepted a proces-
sion brought out by alliance
men in the area as part of

their countrywide agitation
programme.,

During the protest, police
charged baton on the agita-
tors, leaving 15 activists
injured.

The law enforcers also
picked up Anisuzzaman
Khan Babu, president of
Gaibandha BNP. Abdul Kafi
Mandol and Sohel during
the clash.

*NATIONAL

Benapole land port
workers on strike

OUR CORRESPONDENT,

Benapole, Jessore

Workers at the land port here
went on an indefinite strike
yvesterday, demanding
implementation of the
government-declared mini-

mum wages for them.
Loading and unloading of

goods came to a halt as
several hundred workers
staged demonstration in the
port area and held a rally to

realise their demand.
The agitating workers

also vandalised the office of
the cargo handling contrac-
tor and Jubo League Sharsa
upazila unit secretary
Ahiduzzaman. Four people
were injured during the

incident.
Due to the strike, neither

any truck with imported
goods arrived at the port
from India, nor any left it

with exportitem.

Several hundred trucks
loaded with perishable
items like fish and fruits
remained stranded on both
sides of border since early
morning.

Benapole Port-handling
Workers' Union President

Jahangir Alam Lal said they
would continue the strike
until the demand is met by

the portauthorities.
Port workers observed

strike for four days to realise
the same demand last
month.

They withdrew their last
strike on June 7 when MP of
Jessore-1 Sheikh Afiluddin
assured them of taking steps

to meet theirdemand.
As the workers drew

wages at the previous rate
for the month of June, they
started the indefinite strike

vesterday.
The workers are now

demanding Tk 18.30 per
tonne from their contractors
in place of Tk 15 per tonne.
They were given Tk 12 in the
previous year, Workers'

Union President Jahangir
Alam Lal added.

Additional riot police led
by a magistrate have been
deployed at different points
of the port to avoid any

untoward incident.
Deputy Director of

Benapole Land Port Abdul

Jalil said he was taking steps
to resume the activities of

the portat any cost.

PHOTO: STAR
Students carry bamboo fences meant for protection of

young trees planted on the bank of the Dhaleswari River
under 'Sabuj Bestoni' projectin Munshiganj yesterday.
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