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The walls of the Shilpakala Academy have been deco-
rated with collage of paper cuttings, posters and photo-
oraphs. The National Theatre Hall has been decorated
with lights and festoons. Red carpet was there to wel-
come the dignitaries and audience. Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina inaugurated the biggest theatre festival
in recent times, “National Theatre Festival on the Liber-
ation War’, on July 2 afternoon at the National Theatre
Hall. The testival features over 100 plays on the theme
of the Liberation War.

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy, in association
with Bangladesh Group Theatre Federation, has
organised the fortnight-long festival. The organisers
included an additional venue, National Music and
Dance Centre Auditorium, along with the three
regular venues -- National Theatre Hall, Experimen-
tal Theatre Hall and Studio Theatre Hall -- for stag-
ing plays.

Presided over by Cultural Minister Abul Kalam
Azad, the inaugural ceremony also featured speeches
delivered by Ramendu Majumdar, ITI Worldwide Pres-
ident; Advocate Promode Mankin, State Minister for
Cultural Affairs; Suraiya Begum nde, cultural secre-

Shilpakala Academy and chairman of Bangladesh
Group Theatre Federation.

After the inaugural ceremony, the Prime Minister
along with distinguished guests enjoyed Loko
Natyadal's (Shiddheswari) play “Mujib Maney Mukti”.
Directed by Liaquat Ali Lucky, the play chronologically
depicts the life and accomplishments of the Father of
the Nation, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

In the evening, District Shilpakala Academy,
Habiganj staged “Jyotishanghita” at the same venue.
Zooming in on an indigenous freedom fighter, the play

has been designed and directed by Sudip Chakroborthy.

Prachyanat staged "Circus Circus” at the Experimen-
tal Theatre Hall. Directed by Azad Abul Kalam, the play
highlights the state of a newly liberated Bangladesh
through the story of a circus troupe.

As the festival features major participation from
outside Dhaka, it has turned into a gathering for theatre
activists from across the country. The out of Dhaka
participants are college-level theatre troupes as well as
wing organisations of Shilpakala Academy. Some of
them -- Government Victoria College, Comilla;
Meherpur College; Keshab Chandra College, Jhenidah;
Govt. Bhola College; Rajshahi College; and Rajendra
College, Faridpur -- staged plays on the first day.

Collage on Shilpakala Academy wall.
A scene from “Jyotishanghita” (top).
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Dhirendranath”, “Chhoy December”, “Rakhal Rajar
Swapno’, “Birpala”, “Muktir Protibhash” and "Bijoyer
Prantey.

Plays at the National Theatre Hall and Experimental
Theatre Hall will start at 7 pm everyday, while shows at
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Naseem Ali Khan (Souls) were the judges and they selected the
top 10 in the first round.

How did you reach the top slot?

Paula: The first round was a crucial stage for me. The sec-
ond round included SMS voting. 1 felt the pressure coming on
since my competitors were equally talented and passionate
about winning this competition. Eventually, based on both the
judges’ decisions and the SMS support we moved on to top 5.
At this stage the judges organised grooming sessions for us
where they gave us tips and cues to pertorm our best. That
really helped me overcome my weaknesses and | am very
ograteful to them. At the final stage, MLTR judged our perfor-
mances. All five of us sang equally well, but there was some-
thing I had to come up with to stand out from everybody else.

How did it feel to be on stage with MLTR?

Paula: Sharing a stage with MLTR has been a once in a life-
time experience for me. Strangely I was feeling very relaxed on
the day of the show. All of them made me feel at home during
the practice sessions. I felt like [ was the fourth member of the
band. Getting recognition from world-class musicians has left

film, titled “Prem Bachitey Janey". Twelve years
back, the actors appeared together in a single-
episode TV play called “Shudhu Tomar Jonno".

Written by Faria Hossain and directed by Arif
Khan, the tele-film will go on air during the
forthcoming Eid-ul-Fitr. The shooting for the
tele-tilm will begin on July 13 in Dhaka.

Afzal and Suborna paired up in a number ot
TV plays including “Kool Nai Kinar Nai", “Par-
ley Na Rumki”, “Zohra", "Oh Debdoot”, “Rokter

Director Arif Khan said, "A crisis will emerge
in the story of the tele-film. I am considering
myself lucky to be able to bring these two icons
together after a long time for the audience.”

At present Afzal Hossain is busy with directing
a TV serial, titled “Chhoto Kaku”; on the other
hand, Suborna Mustata is busy with her own ntv
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me with unbound faith and confidence and their good wishes The 200th episode of mega serial Spm. News (English) at 1pm,
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at the same time, as well.

Tanvir Hossain Probal has
adapted the series from
(Gajendrakumar Mitra's novels ’
set in Kolkata.

The star-studded serial
features Azad Abul Kalam,
Bijori Barkatullah, Sanjida
Preeti, Sazu Khadem, Afroza
Banu, Sohana Saba and others.
The last Humayun Faridee
played Noren in the serial. The
character is being played by
Mamunur Rashid now. Zahid
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A scene from the serial.

Hassan and Mou have Mimi said, "We're delighted to

appeared in the serial too. have completed 200 episodes.
This wouldn't have been possi-

The series has been shot at
Beliswar village, in Dhamrai. ble without the appreciation ;’;“m
AT

Recently shooting was done in ~ from the audience. We intend [TV
Srimangal and Manikganj. to wrap up this series by its
About the series, Afsana 225th episode.”

Ei Shomoy

Shoja Katha
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Paula sings with MLTR.



