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Iniesta player
of tournament

AFP, Kiev

Spanish left wing Andres Iniesta was named player of Euro
2012 on Monday by European football governing body

UEFA.

The 28-year-old - who was man of the match in Spain's
historic4-0win over Italy in Sunday's final - was selected by a

technical committee made up of 11 people.

Whilst the Barcelona star failed to score and set up just
one of the Spaniards goals through the tournament he won
the award for his overall influence and effect on the Spanish

attacking play.

However, his one assist was a crucial one as it set up Jesus
Navas for the only goal in the final group game against
Croatia while his pass to Cesc Fabregas led to the first goal in
the final - Fabregas's cross being headed home by David

Silva.

Iniesta, who prior to the final was battling out the player
of the tournament award with Andrea Pirlo, succeeds
compatriot and Barcelona team-mate Xavi, who won the

award at the 2008 edition.

Iniesta, who was also their goalscoring hero in the 1-0 win
over the Dutch in the 2010 World Cup final, was one of 10
Spaniards to figure in the 23-man squad of the tournament.

Spain's victory saw them become the first national side to
win an unprecedented three successive major titles having

also won Euro 2008,

Prandelli hails Spain

REUTERS, Kiev

[taly coach Cesare Prandelli was generous in
his praise of European champions Spain
after their 4-0 victory in Sunday's final but
was left ruing the lack of preparation time his
team had.

Spain's win makes them the first team to
win two consecutive European Champion-
ships with aWorld Cup sandwiched in between
and Prandelli said they deserve all the plaudits
theywill get for thatachievement.

"They made history and deservedly - they
have a lot of players who are tried and tested
at this level and even though they don't play
with a classic striker they certainly cause you
plenty of problems," said the Italy coach who
said his team had simply struggled for fitness.

"We played against them in the group
stage and I thought we were excellent in that
first game because we were 100 per cent fit,"
he said of the 1-1 draw three weeks ago.

"Against ateam like Spain I think you really
need to be good in tackle and above all fit, they

totally dominated this evening and we have to
congratulate a great side for their victory.”

[taly beat Germany on Thursday in their
semifinal while Spain had extra time to
recover from their penalty shootout victory
over Portugal the previous day.

"I think we have had a terrific European
championships, the only regret is that we
didn't have a few more days to rest up before
thisgame," added Prandelli.

After switching Antonio Cassano for
Antonio Di Natale at the interval, and seeing
Di Natale have two chances, Prandelli took
out midfielder Riccardo Montolivo for
Thiago Motta.

Motta lasted just four minutes before he
was carried off the pitch on a stretcher
leaving the Azzurri down to 10 men for the
final half hour.

"We came up against a terrific side, they
are world champions, but when you are
down to 10 men, you can't carry on, the
game is over," Prandelli said.

Champions of Legend

AFP, Madrid

They entered the realm of legend and
restored pride to a nation in crisis: the
Spanish press Monday lavished praise
on their team's history-making victory
in the Euro 2012 final.

"Spain and no-one else," cried the
front page of the biggest-selling sports
daily Marca, above a photo of the
cheering team with captain Iker
Casillas holding the trophy aloft after a
4-0 destruction of Italy.

"Thank you, thank you, thank you,"
said its online edition.

Papers brimmed with pride over
Spain taking a third straight interna-
tional title, after winning the Euro 2008
and the World Cup in 2010 -- a feat
never before accomplished.

"The Spanish team scored with ease
over [taly in the Euro final and left the
footballing continent at its feet, com-

pleting an historic triple," La Marca
glowed.

Conservative daily El Mundo's
home page declared the team "Cham-
pionsofLegend".

"Football as an opiate of the people
in suffocating times. Football as a
metaphor of the courage of collective
effort and the definitive loss of those
complexes that hobble dreams," the
paper said.

"A handful of sportsmen without
equal, moulded from a winning gene
and led by a coach of firm convictions

.. showed in the Kiev Olympic Sta-
dium that Spain, too, can be an exam-
ple," it said.

ABC, a fellow conservative paper,
said the victory united a nation of 17
separate regions.

"A sporting competition is enough
to spontaneously invoke that sense of

pride in belonging to a common people
and history, away of being," itsaid inan
editorial.

"It is a pity that Spaniards do not
come together more often and work
together to confront formidable chal-
lenges like the economic crisis.”

Leading daily El Pais said the win
would go down in history.

"This is not just the best generation of
Spanish footballers but probably the
best in Europe in the history of competi-
tive football," El Pais said in an editorial.

The nation's third consecutive title
backed up the assertion, the paper
crowed.

"Spain was overwhelming in the
championship final with a football of
high class, almost operatic, in terms of
talent, precision and calm which has
only been seen before in the Brazil
teamof1970," itsaid.

Team of
Euro 2012

AFP, Kiev

Squad of the Euro 2012
championship as selected
by a UEFA-approved 11-
man technical committee
announced on Monday after
Spain beat Italy 4-0 in
Sunday's final to retain the
trophy:

SQUAD

Goalkeepers:

Gianluigi Buffon (ITA), Iker Casillas
(ESP), Manuel Neuer (GER)
Defenders:

Gerard Pique (ESP), Fabio Coentrao
(POR], Philipp Lahm (GER), Pepe (POR),
Sergio Ramos (ESP), Jordi Alba (ESP)
Midfielders:

Daniele De Rossi (ITA), Steven Gerrard
(EMNG), Xavi (ESP), Andres Iniesta (ESP),
Sami Khedira (GER), Sergio Busquets
(ESP), Mesut Ozil (GER), Andrea Pirlo
(ITA), Xabi Alonso (E5P)
Forwards:

Mario Balotelli (ITA), Cesc Fabregas
(ESP), Cristiano Ronaldo (POR), Zlatan

22m Italians

tuned in for
final

AFP, Rome

Twenty-two million Italians
tuned in to watch their side
be crushed 4-0 in the Euro
2012 final by Spain, official
data released on Monday
showed.

Viewing figures of
22,470,000 people were
however down from the
semifinal in which Italy
caused a surprise in beating
Germany 2-1 which was
watched by 23,255,000
people.

The match shown on the
main public channel Rai
Uno had an audience share
of81.66 percent.

The second most
watched programme was
the US television series NCIS
Los Angeles which had just
945,000 viewers with a share
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