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Group Art exhibition
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Celebrating Life Photo
Exhibition .

Venue: University of Liberal Arts
Bangladesh, Campus B, H-84, R-
73, Dhanmondi

Date: June 27-July 5
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Film Screening

i Filrn: Endless Jourmey, Faith & Ehythm

of Bangladesh
Filmmaker: Khalid Mahmood Mithu

Yenue: Indira Gandhi Cultural Centre,
H-35, R-24, Gulshan 1
Date: Juky 7
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Uttar Badda
Date: June 9-July 20

Solo Print Exhibition

Title: Living with the Expressions 3
Artist: Rubul Karim Rumee
Venue: Dhaka Art Center, H-60,
R-7/A, Dhanmondi

Date: June 30-July 10

Time: 12pm-8pm

~ Film Screening

Film: The Japanese Wife
Filmmaker: Tanvir Mokammel
Venue: Shawkat Osman
Auditorium, Central Public
Library, Shahbagh

Athena Gallery of Fine Arts, a newly opened art
gallery in North Badda, Dhaka, has a great collec-

She has been collecting artworks for over 40 years.

Nilu recently set up the gallery with an inten-
tion to promote Bangladeshi art and artistson a
global scale. As part of its inauguration, the gal-
lery has organised a group art exhibition, featur-
ing works of both prominent and young
Bangladeshi painters.

The exhibition displays some rare pieces by
master artists like Zainul Abedin, Quamrul
Hassan and Rashid Chowdhury. The show offers
150 paintings, drawings, prints, ceramics, instal-
lations and tapestry -- by 67 artists.

Among the participating painters are: Murtaja
Baseer, Mustafa Monowar, Syed Jahangir,
Samarjit Roy Chowdhury, Monirul Islam, Syed
Abdullah Khalid, Ranjit Das, Mohammad Eunus,
Kanak Chanpa Chakma, Mohammad Igbal and
others.

The geometric compositions denote fantasy,
reality and nostalgia.

Monirul Islam has been using large canvases
of late where lines and forms appear on a huge

exhibition uses corrugated board, and the
board's uneven texture helps in portraying the
mind-boggling imageries.

As a devoted sculptor, Syed Abdullah Khalid
doesn't have a sizeable collection of painting.
However, he concentrated on painting in the
beginning of the 1980s. Throughout the '80s and
"90s, he produced several floral images, highlight-
ing nature, in both realistic and semi-realistic
styles. At the exhibition, Khalid's two big canvases
showcase blossoming flowers and dense forest.
Colours (particularly crimson) and variation of
tones give the works an impressive view.

Biren Shome has frequently participated in
group exhibitions. His mode of expression is
diverse, yet the painter still has not really demon-

strated a unique personal language. His usual
themes include the Language Movement, Libera-
tion War and pure abstraction (mainly colour and
texture- based). At the exhibition, his featured

pieces give his work a decorative look. The can-
vas appears more vibrant and lively because of its
slightly cracked surface. The artwork shows a
number of female faces surrounded by wild flow-
ers. It seems that the artist has swiftly drawn the
visages. The work showcases his drawing skills.
Mohammad Eunus is one of the leading paint-
ers from the '70s, when the nation was caught up
in the freedom movement. His current preferred
style is abstract expressionism, but the painter
occasionally portrays objects and animal forms
with a realistic approach. The images have indis-
putably proven his expertise at drawing.
Mohammad Igbal's canvases are engrossed
with various visible and shadowy figures. The
background of most of his compositions is occu-

pied by abstract forms, delightful colours and
soft tones. Most of his paintings are oil-based as
he is comfortable in the medium. Before going to
Japan for his higher studies, the painter's works

photographic realism or detailing when painting.
When she does detail, she usually focuses on par-
ticular parts of the subject. It depends on percep-
tion or composition of the painting. Layers of
colours and density of texture are noticeable fea-
tures of her works. She frequently changes the
backdrop of her paintings but most of the time the
figures have similar gestures.

Shishir Bhattacharjee's works signify socio-
political and economic crises in the society. At
the exhibition, his featured work concentrates on
lines and drawings. Dogs, sandals, telephone
wires, knives, stoves, reclining figures and dis-
torted faces are recurring elements in his works.
His cartoons and caricatures are truly reflective
of the society.

Among the young participating artists, works
of Rashid Amin, Mohammad Wahiduzzaman,
Maksuda Igbal Nipa, Anisuzzaman and

tion develops from reality. "In Search of Infinity”
(etching), with minimal use of colours and lines -
- both vertical and horizontal -- suggests dreams,
sensitivity and sensuality.

Mohammad Wahiduzzaman is the Grand Prize
Winner of the 14th edition of Asian Biennale. His
works plunge deep into varied social, political
and cultural dilemmas. The artist is greatly
inspired by Pop Art.

Nagarbashi Barman has depicted lifestyle of
the fishermen in his prints. The artist has pro-
vided minute details that create a sense of per-
fection. He brings in subjects like fish, fishing
tools and boats.

The exhibition ends on July 20.

few years, but during this period, he has carved a niche for

most of his time, he is also preparing to become a director.
His primary goal will remain acting, while the direction
gigs will be undertaken out of personal interest.

Apurba recently met with The Daily Star (TDS) at an
Uttara shooting house for an interview:

When did you plan to take on the challenge of direction?

Apurba: Photography has always been my hobby. | was also a graphics
animator in the past. I made presentations. Since then I developed an
interest in direction. I studied the use of light for my animation pro-
jects. I also received practical lessons after joining the media. Theoreti-
cal practices came from books, as | studied framing, lighting and shots.
I began my preparations since then.

How will you go about making a reality of your plan?

Apurba: The tele-film that I will direct is titled "Back-dated”, and I wrote
it myself. When the story first popped into my mind, I had visualised a
plan on how to do what. That was three years back. | took plenty of time

Apurba: [ cannot answer that now. For the time being, I'm working out of
my own interest. But everyone with whom ['ve shared the story of "Back-
dated” tells me that it deserves to be made into a movie. But [ feel that I
should gather more experience as a director, instead of jumping into

much, as it never works out. I love my work and [ plan on continuing the
job I like so much, so that the viewers get something new from me.

You've portrayed many characters. Name some of your favourite roles
in recent times.

Apurba: I love the character Orko in an ongoing project based on
Shirshendu Mukhapaddhay's novel “Durbin”. It will be one of the best
characters [ have ever portrayed. I also liked portraying an introvert in a
Dipankar Dipon drama. [ like the character of Opu in Ferdous Hasan's
ongoing drama "Bondhu Amar”.

Critics say that you are more successful as a romantic hero. What's
your take on this?

Apurba: To be honest, I am more flexible and comfortable in romantic
dramas. Maybe that's why the audience enjoys my romantic roles
more. When people say that Apurba is a romantic hero, [ tell myself that
it's my luck. I'm comfortable with it.
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Many of your contemporaries are working in movies. What are your
plans?

Chaichhi Tomar

Bondhuta

On Desh TV
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Special Talk Show
Host: Abdullah Al
Mamun

Apurba: [ wish my contemporaries, who are working in movies, all the
best. I do get regular offers for movies but have to turn them down, as |
don't find the stories or characters appealing. [ will work in films if it is
interesting and worth being enjoyed by the entire family.

How was your recent trip abroad?

Apurba: Recently [ went to the US with my wife and stayed there for

one and a half months. We had plenty of fun. My wife never complains

at.:rc__lut my packi?d L-'.l.mutmg hf.‘ll:ll".:i-. TI,IE us tnP was Fianned to give my f595 lectiocman:
wife some quality time. We visited 13 states, including New York, New 750 Taal

Jersey, Florida and Miami. I

Students of the first semester, Department
of Theatre, University of Dhaka gave a
performance highlighting rituals, on cam-

students completed fieldwork and organic
research on the people of the communities
in Bandarban, under the supervision of Dr.
Israfil Shaheen. The performance included
acting, demonstration, Power Point pre-
sentation and interaction with the audi-
ence. It ended through a procession that
started from Natmandal to TSC and
returned to the same point where the
students burnt an effigy to ashes.
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ntv turns ten

the channel throughout the day. Highlights of some

promising singers and actors. Featured artistes
include former “Closeup 1" contestants Sabbir and
Nishitha Barua: “Marks All Rounder” Maisha and

by Don Tranchte

Pranob; “Super Hero” Neloy and "Super Heroine”
Mimo. Samia Zaman will host the programme.

Mini serial "Faand O Bogar Golpo” will be aired at 9

W
I HAVE KNITTED A NIC

pm. The play has been written and directed by
Redowan Rony. The cast includes Mosharraf Karim,
Faruk Ahmed, Sumaiya 5himu, Mithila and Dr.
Inamul Haque. The serial began yesterday and will
conclude tomorrow (same time everyday).

A musical programme, "Paanch Taroka-r Gaan’,
will be aired at 6:15 pm. Produced by Nuruzzaman,
the programme will feature actresses Diti, Moushumi,
Ishita, Mithila and Mim.

Tele-film “Money for Nothing” will be aired at 2:30

A scene from "Amade; Alo”.

pm. Written by Musfiqur Rahman Manju and directed
by Ali Fida Ekram, the cast of the tele-film includes
Zahid Hasan, Shagota, Rosy Siddiqui, Tania Ahmed
and Kanta Masud.

A musical programme, “International Asha”, will be
aired at 11:30 pm. Produced by Wahidul [slam Shuvra,
the programme will feature eminent Indian singer
Asha Bhosle. Anita will host the programme.

A CORRESPONDENT
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On June 23, Melbourne's 'Srotar Ashor’
organisation staged the third of its
annual events, presenting music and
poetry to commemorate the arrival of
the Borsha season. As the curtain was

to a stage decorated with umbrellas and

set to a symphonic arrangement of
guitar, piano, keyboard and tabla. The
theme of the evening was monsoon, and
the programme served not only as a
celebration of the rainy season, but also
as a tribute to Bangladesh's rich culture.
Compilimentary hot tea was provided
during the intermission, as well as
enough jhalmuri to feed 300 patrons,
contributing to the festive mood.

The programme featured songs of
popular contemporary artists such as
Sheikh Ishtiaq and Habib, in addition to
such luminaries as Rabindranath Tagore,
Kazi Nazrul Islam, Atul Prasad and Kamol
Das Gupta. As one of the oldest and most
progressive Bengali cultural organisations

The programme featured Bengali songs and poetry, set to a sympho

-

active within Melbourne's expat
community, Srotar Ashor, has achieved a
position of eminence and respect through
its popular periodical programmes. The
organisation stages three major events a
year, in addition to one more intimate
presentation, each of them featuring

under the able direction of artiste

Anindo, Kanti, and Abonti, which were
received with rapturous applause and
feedback from the audience. Their
renditions were augmented by proficient
instrumental work from Saif, Reza,
Rafael, Shaugoto and Polash, with Litu
presiding over the sound engineering.
The musical segments were framed by
selected poetic readings by the
programme's emcee, Atique.

It was yet another successful evening
of songs and music staged by Srotar
Ashor, with the spirit of the performers
sweeping over an enthralled audience,
and proving that no amount of distance
can act as an obstacle when passionate
people get together to express their love

nic arrangement of guitar, piano, keyboard and tabla.

and kinship for their motherland.

On June 23, Melbourne's 'Srotar
Ashor’ organisation staged the third of its
annual events, presenting music and
poetry to commemorate the arrival of
the Borsha season. As the curtain was
raised at the Chandler Community Cen-

floral arrangement. What followed was a

tar, piano, keyboard and tabla. The
theme of the evening was monsoon, and
the programme served not only as a
celebration of the rainy season, but also
as a tribute to Bangladesh's rich culture.
Compilimentary hot tea was provided
during the intermission, as well as
enough jhalmuri to feed 300 patrons,
contributing to the festive mood.

The programme featured songs of
popular contemporary artists such as
Sheikh Ishtiaq and Habib, in addition to
such luminaries as Rabindranath Tagore,
Kazi Nazrul Islam, Atul Prasad and
Kamol Das Gupta. As one of the oldest
and most progressive Bengali cultural
organisations active within Melbourne's

expat community, Srotar Ashor, has
achieved a position of eminence and
respect through its popular periodical
programmes. The organisation stages
three major events a year, in addition to
one more intimate presentation, each of
them featuring performances which

under the able direction of artiste

and Abonti, which were received with
rapturous applause and feedback from
the audience. Their renditions were aug-
mented by proficient instrumental work
from Saif, Reza, Rafael, Shaugoto and
Polash, with Litu presiding over the sound
engineering. The musical segments were
framed by selected poetic readings by the
programme’s emcee, Atique.

[t was yet another successful evening
of songs and music staged by Srotar
Ashor, with the spirit of the performers
sweeping over an enthralled audience,
and proving that no amount of distance
can act as an obstacle when passionate
people get together to express their love
and kinship for their motherland.
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