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DEADLOCK OVER PLYING OF ILLEGAL VEHICLES ON HIGHWAYS

Passengers suftfer as buses
g0 off roads in 6 districts

A CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

Bus owners and workers
enforced an indefinite
strike in six southern dis-
tricts yesterday, demand-
ing ban on plying of shal-
low engine-driven vehicles
on highways.

Vehicular movements
remained oftf on the 30
routes in Khulna, Bagerhat
Barisal, Jhalakathi,
Pirojpur and Satkhira dis-
tricts, causing untold suf-

fering to commuters.

Khulna District Bus-
Minibus Owners'
Association, Rupsha-
Bagerhat Bus-Minibus
Owners' Association,
Khulna Motor Workers'
Union and Bagerhat
Transport Workers' Union
enforced the strike from
B:00am.

During the strike,
transport workers
brought out processions
in the districts while a
large number of commu-
ters were seen returning
home from the bus termi-
nals, sources said.

Masum Mollah, vice-
president of Bagerhat
motor workers' union, said

passengersa started
decreasing gradually as the
commuters preferred to go
by three wheelers like
Nasimon, Karimon,
bhotbhuti, easybike and
battery-run vehicles due to
low fares.

Anisur Rahman Paklu,
general secretary of the
Khulna District Bus-
Minibus Owners’
Association, said they
have called the strike as

failed to stop plying of
human haulers, popularly
known as Nasimon,
Karimon and other illegal
battery-run wvehicles on
the highways.

Bagerhat Bus Minibus
Owners' Association
general secretary Khan
Monir Hossain said they
gave a 20-day ultimatum
to the government on
June 5 to take steps to
stop plying of shallow

the number of bus the local administration engine-driven vehicles
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PHOTO: STAR
Buses did not move out of Sonadanga central bus terminal in Khulna as transport
owners and workers in six southern districts including Khulna went on an indefinite

strike yesterday.

on highways.

As no action was
taken by the deadline,
the bus owners' and
motor workers' unions
of the affected districts
took the decision at a
meeting in Bagerhat to
enforce the indefinite
strike from July 1.

According to Mrinmoy
Kumar Das, office secre-
tary of Bagerhat Inter-
district Road Transport
Owners' Association, the
owners associations
participating in the
strike are: Khulna District
Bus-Minibus Owners'
Association, Rupsha-
Bagerhat Bus-Minibus
Owners' Assoclation,
Bagerhat Inter-district
Road Transport Owners’
Association, Mahishpura-
Khulna Inter-district Bus
Owners' Associliation,
Shoronkhola Bus Owners
Association and Pirojpur
District Bus Owners'
Association.

98 brick kilns in
Barisal continue
operation detying
DoE notices

SUSANTA GHOSH, Barisal

Ninety-eight brick fields
across the district have con-
tinued theirillegal operation,
despite several notices from
the Department of
Environment (DoE).

Earlier on February 15
this year, the office of Barisal
Superintendent of Police
(SP) sent a letter to the DoE,
asking for action against 13
brick kilns in Mehendiganij,
12 in Uzirpur, 26 in
Bakerganj, 9 in Hizla, 4 in
Babuganj, 13 in Banaripara,
2 in Gournadi and 20 in
Muladi upazila of the dis-
trict, said sources at the
office of Barisal SP.

Names and locations of
the brick fields were specifi-
cally mentioned in the letter,
they said, adding that the
DoE office was reminded of
the matter lastly on June 14.

"We requested the DoE to
take action against the law
violator brick kilns that are
burning wood as fuel, using
low-height drum chimney,
and operating within three
kilometres from home-
steads or crop fields," said
Devdas Bhattacharya, SP of
Barisal.

He, however, did not
mention any time limit or
mode of actions to be taken

against those brick kilns.
Acknowledging the mat-

ter, Sukumar Biswas, deputy
director of DoE in Barisal
office, said, "Those illegal
brick kilns are polluting the
environment and causing
loss of soil fertility. Several
notices have been served to

the illegal brick kiln owners."
"Finally owners of all the

old brick fields have been
asked to convert them into
modern technology-based
ones like zigzag, Hybrid

Hoffman and vertical shaft
methods by September 19
this year. Action will be taken
against those who will fail to
follow the direction within
that date," he said.

Earlier the DoE arranged
workshops on modernisa-
tion of brick kilns to encour-
age brick field owners to
convert their fields through
installing vertical shaft kiln,
highbred Hoffman kiln, jig
jag kiln, block system,
Barisal DoE sources said.

Barisal divisional DoE
office is functioning with
only four officers and eight
other staffs and employees
to look after all types of envi-
ronmental issues in 40
upazilas of six districts
under Barisal division and
they lack transport facilities,
said DoE DD Sukumar
Biswas.

Asaduzzaman Khasru,
president of Barisal Brick
Kiln Owners' Association,
said, "Of the 135 brick kilns
in Barisal district, as claimed
by the DoE, only 26 have
membership of Barisal Brick
Kilns Owners' Association
and they are operating by
abiding all the related rules

and regulations."
Meanwhile, 157 out of 278

brick fields in six districts of
Barisal division failed to
obtain no objection certifi-
cates from the DoE, said
sources at Barisal divisional
DoE office.

There are 37 legal and 98
illegal brick kilns in Barisal, 8
legal and 17 illegal ones in
Jhalakathi, 5 legal and 24
illegal in Bhola, 18 legal and
15 illegal in Patuakhali, 19
legal and 8 illegal in Pirojpur,
16 legal and 13 illegal in
Barguna districts, said
Masud Parvez, an official of
Barisal divisional DoE office.

*NATIONAL

SNIPPETS

Trader stabbed to death

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chapainawabganj

Arice trader was stabbed to death at Khaskhamar village
of Atrai upazila in Naogaon on Saturday night. The
deceased was identified as Golam Mostofa, 48, son of
late Enayetullah of Khaskhamar village under Bisha
union in the upazila. Abdul Latif, officer in-charge (OC)
of Atrai police station, said criminals stabbed Golam
Mostofa indiscriminately at around 9:30pm when he
was returning home from the embankment of Nagor
River, near his house. The criminals fled the scene after
he died on the spot. Police suspected that Mostafa was
killed over previous enmity. Police arrested one sus-
pected killer Abdul Jabbar, son of Madari Sardar, of
Khaskhamar village yesterday.

Child marriage bid foiled

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Trishal upazila administration with the help of local
journalists yesterday foiled a bid for child marriage at
village Chakrampur. According to sources, Moyna
Khatun, 11, daughter of Nizamuddin Nizu, also a Class
Seven student of Rampur High School was set to be
married with one Emdadul Haque, son of Abdul Gafur of
the same village today. Moyna, daughter of a betel-leaf
vendor, refused the proposal but her step-mother
pressed repeatedly for the marriage, locals said. On
information, a team led by upazila nirbahi officer
(UNQO) of Trishal Md. Mizanur Rahman, rushed to the
spotand stopped the marriage.

Armsrecovered

UNB, Laxmipur

Police recovered one foreign made pistol, one gun and
three bullets at Baralia village in Sadar upazila on
Saturday. On secret information that some youngsters
were moving suspiciously in the Mesturibari area of the
village, a team of police of Dattapara investigation centre
raided the area in the afternoon. Sensing the presence of
the law enforcers, the gang fled the scene, leaving the
arms and ammunition behind.

Man, son murdered

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Netrakana

A man and his son were killed and three others
injured in a clash over a piece of disputed land at
Polashgora village in Durgapur upazila on Saturday
morning. The deceased were identified as Billal Mia,
45, and his son Al-Amin, 22, of the village. Police and
local sources said there had been a conflict between
Billal and one Sekander Mia of the same village over
the land for last few days. The supporters of the rivals
attacked each other with lethal weapons, leaving the
duo dead on the spot following an altercation over the
issue at around 9:00am.
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The Services include;

LAN/WAN etc.

years;

(5) Software Engineer;

GD-2680

EOI No.: MRA-11/2011-12

The Microcredit Regulatory Authority has been allocated public funds from the Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh (GoB)
towards the cost of Revenue Budget, and it intends to apply part of the proceeds of these funds to payments under the contract for the
provision of technical services for the project by an [T Firm (National).

Microcredit Regulatory Authority

NSC Tower (11t Floor)

62/3, Purana Paltan, Dhaka-1000

Request for Expressions of Interest For

Selection of IT Firm (Time-based)

(6) Joomla Plugins developer.
The Microcredit Regulatory Authority now invites eligible Applicants to indicate their interest in providing the services and to provide information
indicating that they are qualified to perform the services (brochures, description of similar assignments, experience in similar operating
conditions, availability of appropriate professional qualification and experience among staff, etc.). Applicants may associate with other
Applicants to enhance their qualifications, and though not mandatory, association with foreign firms is encouraged in this instance.

An IT Firm will be selected using the Least Cost Selection (LCS) procurement method in accordance with the Public Procurement Regulations
2008. It is expected that Regular maintenance/ customization and Development/up-gradation will commence from October/2012 at MRA Office
and shall be continued up to September/2015.
Interested Firms may obtain further information by applying to the address below during normal office hours.

Expression of Interest shall be submitted by 12:30 PM on 15/07/2012, in sealed envelope delivered to Executive Vice Chairman, and be clearly
marked "Request for Expressions of Interest for Technical Services of the IT Firm (Time - based)."

The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject any or all EQls.

The Experience, Resources and Delivery Capacity required are:
(a) Experience of the Firm: At least three years experience in IT business with specific experience in completion of at least three IT projects
of similar nature in any Govt./Semi-Govt./Autonomous organizations or Statutory bodies/renowned corporate houses and also having adequate
skills on (i) CakePHP, MySQL, Oracle, (ii) VB.Net, SQL, MySQL, Crystal Report, (iii) HTML, DHTML, CSS, Joomla, (iv) LAN/WAN, CISCO
Router and Firewall I0S, MS Windows Server 2008, Linux Servers including CentOS;
(b) Resources: The IT Firm shall deploy one suitable personnel at MRA on full time basis having adequate technical know-how to monitor the
IT System, attend any complaint regarding IT System, identify troubles & problems, solve the problems, generate new reports from MIS and
backup & restore databases on his/her own. If anything goes beyond his/her capacity, (s)he shall immediately report to the IT Firm and the IT
Firm shall engage suitable person(s) as soon as possible but not exceeding 2(two) hours of being notified. They shall also provide
offsite/online services as and when required.
The IT Firm shall make available at least the following personnel from the pool of its skilled manpower:

(1) One Programmer specialized on CakePHP and MySQL, having CSE/related background and experience of at least 5 years;

(2) One Programmer specialized on VB.Net, MySQL and Crystal Report, having CSE/ related background and experience of at least 5

Date: 28/06/2012

Regular maintenance and up-gradation/customization of Authority’s IT System which includes (a) e-Regulatory System consisting of
Regulatory Module, MFIs Access Module, Public Access Module, and any other Module which may be added time to time, (b) Office
Management System (OMS) consisting of Accounting Information System, Payroll System, Provident Fund Management System, Fixed Asset
Management System, Inventory Management System, Personnel Management System, Budget Management System, Library Management
System and Electronic Documents Management System — details of which will be specified by the MRA Management, (c) Website, (d)

(3) One Network Administrator specialized on LAN/WAN, CISCO Router and Firewall 10S, MS Windows Server 2008, CentOS, having
CSE/ related background and experience of at least 5 years plus necessary industry certification as evidence of skills;
(4) Database Expert having proven experience in database server administration and configuration;

Executive Vice-Chairman




