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Private coaching
restricted

Govt announces policy

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government yesterday
officially announced a policy
aimed at stopping the
“coaching business” of
teachers by preventing them
from giving private tuition to
students of their own institu-
tions.

The policy defined “coach-
ing” as teaching students
before or after the class inside
or outside the institution. It
also prohibits teachers of
government and non-
government schools, colleges
and madrasas from giving
private tuition during school
hours.

On June 14, the education
ministry finalised the guide-
line titled “Policy-2012 to stop
teachers from doing coaching
business in educational insti-

tutions”. It yesterday
announced the policy with-
outany major changes.

“The policy has come into
effect from today [yesterday],”
Education Secretary Kamal
Abdul Naser Chowdhury told
The Daily Star.

According to the policy a
teacher can at best teach 10
students of other institutions
a day upon prior permission
from his/her head of the
institution. S/he will also have
to notify his/her school heads
about the students and fur-
nish the students' class and
roll numbers in black and
white.

Teachers can however take
remedial classes for weaker
students only on request from
guardians and the head of the
institution would arrange the
classes, the policy said.

For extra classes, students
of metropolitan areas will be
charged Tk 300 per month for
each subject while student of
district towns Tk 200 and
those of upazila levels Tk 150.
However, the head of the
institution can reduce or
waive the fee for poor stu-
dents.

A teacher will have to take
at least 12 remedial classes on
each subject every month and
a maximum of 40 students
canattendthose.

No teacher will be allowed
to have direct or indirect
involvement with any coach-
ing centre operating commer-
cially.

With three monitoring
committees, the policy kept
the provision for stringent
punishment for violators.

SC tfor saving Bhola forest
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court, according to the peti-
tion.

Following a petition by
Bela based on a report pub-
lished in The Daily Star, the
chamber judge of the
Appellate Division on June 14
last year stayed a High Court
verdict thaton June 8 the same
year had permitted the gov-
ernment to construct the road
by cutting trees, but under
certain conditions.

This paper on June 12 last
year reported that Bhola-4
(Char Fassion) lawmaker
Abdullah Al Islam and his
supporters backed chopping
down of the mangrove forest
to build a 2.5km road without
any environmental clearance
from the forest department as
required by law.

Appearing for Bela, advo-
cate Igbal Kabir Lytton told
the court yesterday that the
local administration of Bhola
has started felling trees flout-
ing the previous court order.

He added the government
had no legal authority to chop
down trees of the reserve

forest area for constructing
roads.

Meanwhile, our Patuakhali
correspondent reports the
construction of a road
through the mangrove forest
in Char Kukrimukri contin-
ued in fullswing yesterday.

The local union parishad
has deployed 400 day labour-
ers to build the five kilometre
long and 12 feet wide road
under Char Fassion upazila in
Bholadistrict.

The road will connect the
forest tower of Char
Kukrimukri with the bank of
Kachopia river so that a ferry
service can be established for
the locals to travel to Bhola
and the rest ofthe country.

Although the road is 12 feet
wide on paper, some officials
ofthe UP have cleared up to 60
feet over a stretch of five kilo-
meters through the forest,
forest officials alleged.

They have already felled
over 15,000 mature trees and
the same fate is awaiting
another 10,000 trees.

Forest officials say they
have never before seen “such

a massacre” of the mangrove
forest.

Since 1977 the forest
department has been plant-
ing thousands of trees in the
islands of Bhola. These islands
by the Bay of Bengal are
heavily forested with trees
from the Sundarbans and
they shield the mainland from
natural disasters. Most of
these islands have been
declared sanctuaries for its
rich collection of birds, rep-
tiles, deer, wild cats and flower
and fauna.

Sources said some politi-
cally influential people were
behind the project. Therefore,
any forest official trying to
stop the "massacre” in the
pastwas instantly transferred.

It all started in 2010 when
hundreds of labourers started
to chop down the forest trees
defying interception by the
forest officials, who file cases
after cases with the police
urging them to take action
under the forestlaws.

But the police remained
totally blind to the plunder-
ing, forest officials said.

Workers feel
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already left," said Sagar
Hossain, worker of a gar-
ment factory at
Nishchintapurin Ashulia.

Sagar went to the Dhaka-
Tangail highway to see off
his two colleagues.

He said his friends had to
leave for their homes in
Jamalpur, as groceries in the
area stopped giving them
essentials on credit fearing
they might not be able to
repay their debts.

All garment factories in
Ashulia were shut on June
17, a day after Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers
and Exporters Association
had decided to keep them
closed following the labour
unrest.

Agitating workers have
been demonstrating for
more than a week demand-
ing a hike in their wages.
They say their wages were
last hiked nearly two years
ago, but since then their
living costs have shot up for
price spiral of essentials and
rise in house rents.

Though paid on monthly
basis, the wages of sweater
factory workers are deter-
mined by the number of
pieces they produce, while
workers in other apparel
factories get paid for the
days of their work.

Sagar, who is from
Faridpur, said many gar-
ment workers at Mollar
Colony, where he shares a
room with his two co-
workers, have already left for
home.

Sathi Akhter, garment
worker of another factory,
and her sister Asma Akhter
were waiting on the highway
for a vehicle to go to
Nabinagar, from where they
would take a bus to their
home in Madaripur.

Sathi, who used toearn Tk
4,300 a month, said many of
her co-workers had already
left the industrial belt, as
without an income they
could not meet their living
expenses.

She said they would
return to Ashulia once the
factories reopen.

Mohammad Shahjalal, a
sweater maker, said: "If we

go home, we at least won't
need tospend onlodging.”

Some workers said many
of their co-workers had left
Ashulia fearing police
action. They also alleged
that ruling party activists
had been threatening them
with dire consequence if
they joined the demonstra-
tions.

"My parents are scared.
They have asked me to go
home as soon as possible,”
garment worker Mahruf
Hossain said while waiting
for a bus with his brother-in-
law and co-worker Deen
[slam at Zirabo in Ashulia.

Sirajul Islam Roni, coor-
dinator of Bangladesh
Garment Workers' Unity
Council, said about 80 per-
cent of apparel workers in
Ashulia had left either for
home or in search of jobs
elsewhere.

Arefin Hossain, a ticket
seller at Bypile, said there
had been a surge of passen-
gers at the bus station since
the demonstrations began
more than a week ago.

Small businesses such as
roadside eateries in the
industrial belt saw a sharp
fall in sales, as many gar-
ment workers -- their main
customers -- had left the
area.

Ruhul Amin, owner of a
grocery shop in
Nishchintapur, said many of
his regular customers,
mostly garment workers,
had gone home over the last
week.

He said many workers
don't even have enough
money to pay for a ride back
home.

Amin said a worker had
bought two kilograms of
sugar from a grocery shop on
credit and sold it to him at a
lower price for buying a bus
ticket to his home.

Another worker had sold
him cosmetics which he
believed had been bought
on credit from another
nearby shop, said Amin.

Speaking on condition of
anonymity, another worker
said he had requested his
parents to send money to the
mobile phone of Amin so
that he could go home.

Human tratficking
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standards of US Trafficking
Victims Protection Act but is
making significant efforts to
that end.

The upgrade was due to
Bangladesh's progress in
addressing human traffick-
ing but it needs to develop a
comprehensive approach to
prosecution, protection and
prevention, this year's
reportread.

According to the report of
the US State Department
yesterday, Bangladesh was
no longer in the Watch List of
Tier-2. However, it said
Bangladesh is “"a source
country for men, women,
and children subjected to
forced labour and sex traf-
ficking”.

The upgrade was done in
recognition of Bangladesh's
important accomplish-
ments in the past year,
including enactment of the
landmark Human
Trafficking Deterrence and
Suppression Act which was
passed by parliament as law
in February this year, as well
as launch of a National Plan
of Action for Combating
Human Trafficking in May.

“These steps ensure
Bangladesh has a compre-

hensive, multi-stakeholder
legal framework to address
all forms of trafficking,
including labour trafficking
and trafficking of men,” the
report said.

The report said the num-
ber of prosecutions
increased but the number of
convictions declined as
compared to the previous
year. “The government did
not take sufficient steps to
protect trafficking victims.
Official complicity in traf-
ficking remained a prob-
lem,” it added.

The report said several
NGOs reported a nexus
among corrupt recruiting
agencies and village level
brokers, and that politicians
and regional gangs were
involved in human traffick-
ing.

The reportsaid NGOs and
the media say that registered
recruitment agencies in
Dhaka have links with
employers--some of which
have subjected migrant
workers to trafficking--and
brokers in destination coun-
tries and help facilitate
fraudulent recruitment.

It said Bangladeshi chil-
dren and adults are traf-
ficked internally for com-

mercial sexual exploitation,
domestic servitude, and
forced and bonded labour,
including forced begging.

The US government
strongly supports the
Bangladesh government's
efforts to address trafficking
and would continue to do so,
it said.

The US Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton announced
the release of the 2012
Trafficking in Persons
Report on June 19 in
Washington, DC. This year's
Report includes narratives
of 186 countries and territo-
ries.

The theme of this year's
report is “The Promise of
Freedom,” which encour-
ages every government,
including the United States,
to commit to fulfilling the
promise of freedom from
slavery embodied in mod-
ern anti-trafficking laws and
international protocols by
punishing traffickers, pro-
viding services and legal
recourse to victims and
preventing the crime of
trafficking from occurring.

Bangladesh is not a party
to the 2000 UN Trafficking in
Persons Protocol.

Pakistan to get new PM
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a party loyalist and was
known to be close to
Zardari's late wife Benazir
Bhutto, who headed the
party but was killed in 2007
by Islamist militants.

Yousuf Raza Gilani was
dismissed Tuesday along
with his Cabinet by the
Supreme Court for failing to
investigate his ally President
Asif Ali Zardari for corrup-
tion, adding to political
instability in a country
already saddled with mas-
sive economic and security
problems.

But in moving quickly to
install a new premier -- and
not defying the court order
as some had predicted -- the

government may reduce
fears of major upheaval, at
leastin the short term.

Zardari's Pakistan
People's Party has the
largest number of seats in
parliament and is cur-
rently in government with
coalition partners, which
must also support his
choice for prime minister
to ensure he gets elected.
Zardari has been meeting
those partners to discuss a
candidate.

The government must
call elections before March
next year. Under the consti-
tution, polls can only be held
under a caretaker govern-
ment, which must be in
place three months before

election day.

Many analysts have spec-
ulated that the current polit-
ical upheaval may expedite
the polls, possibly to
November. Elections before
that date are considered
unlikely because of the
fierce summer heat.

The new prime minister
will also likely run into trou-
ble with the Supreme Court,
which is expected to make
the same demand of him or
herasitdid of Gilani, namely
Lo initiate a corruption
probe against Zardari. The
court has been criticised by
some for taking political
decisions and jeopardizing
the democratic setup in
Pakistan.
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