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Birth Anniversary IR

Celebration of Poet | ™

Sufia Kamal
Venue: Main Auditorium,
Chhayanaut !

¥

Tagore Dance Festival
Organisers: Dance & Dance
Drama Sub-committee &
Shilpakala Academy

Venue: Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy

Musical Soiree

Artiste: Samina Chowdhury
Venue: Indira Gandhi Cultural
Centre, H-35, R-24, Gulshan 1
Date: June 22

Time: 6: 30pm

Discussion & Musical

Programme

B On Bijoy Sarkar, Radharaman
Datta & Kamol Dasqupta
Venue: Music & Dance Centre
Auditorium, Shilpakala

Discussion & Cultural

Programme

On Kabial Ramesh Sheel &
Sachin Dev Burman

Venue: Music & Dance Centre,
Shilpakala Academy

Fete De La Musique
Featured Bands: The Bridge,
Benzin & Old School

Venue: National Theatre Hall,
Shilpakala Academy

Solo Art Exhibition
Tithe: Beautiful Bangladesh
Artist: Shohag Parvez

Venue: Gallert Kaya, H- 20, R-16
Sector- 4, Uttara

Date: June 15-27

Time: 11am-8pm

' Musical Soiree

Artiste: Fahmida Nabi
Venue: Indira Gandhi Cultural
Centre, H-35, R-24, Gulshan 1
Date: June 23

| Time: 6:30pm

Opening exnhibition at Alluvial Arts
Creates ripples in San Francisco

A CORRESPONDENT
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Symbols of a Delta: Contemporary Art
from Bangladesh', opened with a bang at
the San

Francisco-Silicon Valley community
on June 6. From June 6 to 17, over 250
people viewed the works of Kalidas
Karmakar, Proshanta Karmakar Buddha
and Nagarbasi Barman, the three
Bangladeshi artists being featured at the
show.

The show was well received by the
local art community and the general
public, most of whom were seeing con-
temporary Bangladeshi art for the first
time. They were genuinely impressed by
the quality of the artwork as well as the
curation and presentation. As one gallery
director who attended the show said, “It
is so refreshing to see someone represent
South Asian art to a US audience with
such careful thought put towards the
preservation and communication of the
value of the art. In the case of etchings
for example, their value is legitimised
through careful monitoring and commu-
nication to potential buyers. It is this
level of professionalism of Alluvial Arts
that will further establish the credibility
of Bangladeshi art in the international
markets.”

People from the art community spe-
cifically commented on the global
appeal of the art while recognising its
connection to the soul and character of
Bengal. Furthermore, they valued the
quality of the art as “world class” in
terms of conception, composition and
originality, as well as for the masterful
technique of the artists. In the words of a
San Francisco-based artist who attended
the show, “I am drawn to how
Nagarbasi's imagery flows between rep-
resentation and abstraction effortlessly. I
also like Kalidas' smaller lithographic
works which incorporate the musical
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ENTERTAINMENT
Modernising BFD

In conversation with Pijush Bandyopadhaya

SHAH ALAM SHAZU
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Pijush Bandyopadhaya has treaded into all
media, including theatre, television, films
and radio and has seized success at every
step. An acclaimed cultural activist, Pijush
is one of the founder members of Dhaka
Theatre. Pijush, who recently took over the
role of Managing Director of BFDC (Ban-
gladesh Film Development Corporation),
also fought valiantly in the Liberation War.
He recently talked to The Daily Star on his
plans to develop the film industry.

What's your take on the recent govern-
ment announcement on terming films as
an industry?

Pijush: I feel it's a great start. The idea
of BFDC, its infrastructure, and establish-
ment -- all came from Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, in 1957. This
recent announcement is a milestone for
us, as the government officially recognised
cinema as an industry. It is a great honour
for all the people involved with films. The
announcement also opened many win-
dows for our films. All the benefits of the
industry policies can be enjoyed from now
on -- which should help realise the dreams
surrounding our films, People from both
inside and outside BFDC will be benefited
by this move. [ urge both the talented
newcomers and the veterans to step for-
ward and work together to make full use of
these opportunities.

What are your goals as the new manag-
ing director of BFDC?

Pijush: I want to take a two-pronged
approach with our films. One would be to
change the perspective of our society, and
the other would be to use cinema to pres-
ent the achievements and culture of our
country to the rest of the globe. If we have
proper planning, as well as the support of
the government, much can be achieved.
Our current Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
is very keen to improve and develop
Bangladeshi cinema. I also hope that qual-
ity movies will be able to stop the erosion
of society.

What steps have you taken after taking
office?

Pijush: We are slowly working towards
our goals, After becoming the MD, I was
shocked to see that BEDC didn't have its

own library; so work on setting up one has
begun. BFDC also doesn't have its own
archive. We want to make arrangements to
preserve the worn-out machines, which in
its days produced many crowd-pleasers. We
will also try to preserve many important
documents, so that the history of our film
industry can later be presented to the next
generation. We are also trying to speed up
the process of setting up a film institute. We
have taken some plans to arrange better
accommodations for BFDC employees too.

How much modernisation does BFDC
require?

Pijush: I feel it is extremely necessary. If
the modernisation is not done, then our
Prime Minister's Vision 2021 will fail. If we
cannot bring modern touches to our films,
then we will continue to fall behind films
from other countries.

Many movie theatres are being shut
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down. What is your opinion on this?

Pijush: The shutting down of cinema
halls is a very sad thing. Because there will
be no purpose of a film, if the audience do
not have a place to watch. There are many
reasons behind movie theatres closing
down. The Hall owners did not act respon-
sibly and did not attempt at introducing
modern facilities. They did not give prior-
ity to the viewers' demands and comfort.
So many halls were forced to shut down.
They could've been commercially success-
ful, but lacked the initiative.

Can Bangladeshi cinema regain its lost
glory?

Pijush: I think so. The government's
support is needed to meet that goal. The
universities of our country are now teach-
ing films as a subject. I believe that this
generation -- with its fresh ideas -- will
help regain the glory of our cinema.
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On the occasion of the 101st birth anni-

versary of poet Sufia Kamal,

Bangladesh Mahila Parishad will
arrange a memorial speech and award
giving ceremony. The programme will
be held today at BIAM Auditorium,

New Eskaton, Dhaka.

Essayist and researcher Morshed
Shafiul Hasan will deliver the memo-
rial speech. Ayesha Khanom, presi-

dent of Bangladesh Mohila

Parisahd, will preside over the
programme. Maleka Banu, secre-
tary, Bangladesh Mohila Parisahd,
will deliver the welcome speech at

the programme,

National Professor Mustafa Nurul

Memorial speech on
poet Sufia Kamal
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Islam will receive the 'Kobi Sufia Kamal
Shammamona Padak 2012' at the

programine.
Tagore dance drama “Chandalika”

will also be staged at the programme.

T— — —

Dance
Festival

A CORRESPONDENT
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Shilpakala Academy along
with the Cultural Ministry of
Bangladesh have organised a
dance festival celebrating
the 150th birth anniversary
Tagore from June 22-24 at
Shilpakala Academy
Natyashala Auditorium.

The event includes semi-
nars, dance workshop, and
dance performances and
dance dramas. Eminent
dancers Tamanna Rahman,
Deepa Khandakar and
Sharmila Banerjee along
with their troupes will per-
form in the various seg-
ments of the festival.

THEATRE
Shanglaap celebrates anniversary

through staging Debotar Grash

Shanglaap Group Theatre staged “Debotar Grash” on
June 18 at the Experimental Theatre Hall, Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy to celebrate its 34th anniversary.
The play is an adaptation of a Rabindranath Tagore
poem with the same title. Majumdar Biplab has
dramatised the play, while Mostafa Heera has directed it.
Prior to the show, the director spoke to the audi-
ence, highlighting the troupe's activities and the

.

Art enthusiasts at the exhibition.

sheets -- it is very well conceived and
perfectly executed.”

As for Proshanta's works, a viewer
commented on his sparse use of colour
to direct the gaze of viewers and estab-
lish the individuality of his images, as
particularly intriguing.

Attendees from the San Francisco-
Silicon Valley art community included
the curator of South Asian Art from San
Francisco's Asian Art Museum, the larg-
est Asian Art Museum in the US; curators
from the Yerba Buena

Center for the Arts, San Francisco's
pre-eminent contemporary arts organi-
sation; representatives from the Univer-
sity of California at

Berkeley and the University of San
Francisco's art history departments; as
well as the biggest collectors of South
Asian art in Silicon Valley. The show
featured 70 pieces of art of which 32 were
sold, mostly to foreign, non-Bengali
buyers.

The show was organised by Samira
Rahmatullah, founder of Alluvial Arts, at
a gallery in downtown San Francisco.
Alluvial Arts plans to hold many more
exhibitions in the future with other
talented contemporary artists of Ban-
gladesh, as it works towards establish-
ing an understanding and positive
impression of contemporary
Bangladeshi art within the mainstream,

PHOTO: ALLUVIAL ARTS

US art community:.

Alluvial Arts' mission is to promote
contemporary art from Bangladesh in
the San Francisco Bay Area and across
the US. Through art shows, public
programmes and publications, Alluvial
Arts hopes to bring greater exposure to
the depth of content and talent among
contemporary artists in Bangladesh
and in the Bangladeshi diaspora, and
to connect art communities and col-
lectors across the US with a yet rela-
tively undiscovered source of contem-
porary art that is refreshing, engaging,
and that holds all the promise of a
place and people coming into their
OWn.

play's significance.

An epic voyage is the core aspect of the play. During
the voyage, a group of people, who are returning
home after a pilgrimage, face a tempest. Among the
travellers is a priest who is caught in a dilemma

Workshop for
creative publishers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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Shahbagh Boipara Sangha has organised a workshop
for creative publishers in our country. The workshop is
now on at the Seminar Room of National Public
Library in the city. Professor Emeritus Serajul Islam
Choudhury inaugurated the workshop on June 18.

Mohiuddin Ahmed, managing director of
University Press Limited and president of Bangladesh
Gyan O Srijonshil Prokashak Samiti was present as
special guest. Publisher and essayist Mofidul Hag,
publishers Mojibur Rahman Khoka, Anwar Faridee
and Alamgir Sikdar, president of Bangladesh Book
Publishing and Selling Association, among others,
attended the programme.

Zillur Rahman, deputy director of National Public
Library; Faisal Arefin and Khan Mahbub are con-
ducting the workshop.

About 50 publishers are taking part in the work-
shop. The workshop has focused on typography;,
manuscript preparation and copy editing, ISBN and
bibliography, proof reading as well as book making,
marketing and more,

The workshop ends today.

An epic voyage
is the core
aspect of the

play.

PHOTO:
JAMIL MAHMUD

between religion and humanity even as he tries to
determine the cause of the tempest.

Among them is an adolescent called Rakhal. The
passengers point fingers at him and his mother,
reminding the latter that she once said that she would
sacrifice her son to the water. They don't understand
that these were hollow words and said out of immedi-
ate frustration.

Fahim played Rakhal, while the cast also included
Shoma, Habib, Monir, Mainul, Monalisa and Babu.
Junayed Usuf did the set and light designing.

Shanglaap started its journey in 1978. So far, the
troupe has produced over 20 plays including “Neel
Darpan’, “Naal Piran”, “Bhorer Kotha” and “Sharoshi”.

“Debotar Grash” is the 22nd production by the
troupe.

Theatre festival in Chittagong

Ritu Bhittik Natya Mela Parishad, in conjunction
with the Deputy Indian High Commission in
Chittagong, has organised a theatre festival titled
“Badol Shajer Natok 1419" at Theatre Institute,
Chittagong. The festival was inaugurated on June
18, and will continue till June 21, says a press
release.

Chittagong University Vice Chancellor (VC) Profes-
sor Md Anwarul Azim Arif inaugurated the festival as
chief guest, while Indian Assistant High Commis-
sioner to Chittapong, Somnath Ghosh, was present as

special guest. At the programme, Sukhendu Smrity
Natya Padak was conferred on veteran makeup artist
Shadhon Dey.

At the festival, “Modhumala” (by Nazrul Islam);
“Shomoyer Proyojone” (Zahir Raihan); “Biye” (by
Anton Chekhov) and “Paap Punya” (by Leo Tolstoy)
are being staged.

The festival also features a discussion on drama,
street theatre, Tagore songs, poetry recitation, exhibi-
tion, dance, and workshop.
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Michael Learns to Roc
comes to Dhaka toda

A CORRESPONDENT
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Internationally acclaimed band
Michaels Learns to Rock is coming
to Dhaka today. They will perform
live at Bangabandhu International
Conference Center on June 22. This
is their first tour to Bangladesh.
Creinse Limited is the organiser
of the concert. Director of Creinse
Limited, Abu Sayeed Zahir says, “We
are very happy to organise such an
event of international magnitude,

through which we aim to create a
bridge between global and local

music. We hope we will organize
more such exciting events in the
near future for the people of the
country.”

For the first time a performer
from Bangladesh will have the
opportunity to perform with this
band. A musical reality show (“Sing
with MLTR") has already begun on
Channel 9. The winner will have the
opportunity to sing with the band
live.

Michael Learns to Rock is a Dan-
ish pop-soft rock band that perform
songs in English. Formed in 1988,
the band has sold over 11 million

records worldwide, mainly in Asia,
and in addition, another 6 million
or more paid downloads for their
single “Take Me To Your Heart”
which was awarded '"Most down-

loaded single of the year 2006'. They
have produced seven studio albums

as well as many live and greatest

hits albums, and are currently about
to release their eighth studio album,

“Scandinavia”.

The co-partner

of this concert is

Matrix; ticketing partner is Bkash;
airline partner is Qatar Airways;
radio partner is Radio Today and
television partner is Channel 9.

PHOTO AND
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Theatre troupe Prachyanat staged one of its acclaimed productions “Circus Circus” at the National Theatre
Hall, Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy on June 18. This was the first full-length play by the group and was soon
recognised as one of the major productions of 1998. The play follows a circus troupe that once enjoyed wide-
spread fame but is now plagued by a number of problems -- unskilled performers, strained relationships and
rivalry among the members etc. To worsen the situation, members of a fundamentalist religious group threaten
to stop their show. Azad Abul Kalam has written and directed the play, while Rahul Anand directed the music.
Toufikul Islam Emon designed the costume and Md. Saiful Islam designed the light and set.
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