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Open the border for Rohmgyas

Bangladesh on 12th June turmed away three boats
carrying 1,000 Rohingyas, A refugee is someone who

has been forced to flee his or her country because of

persecuton, war, or violence. A refuges has a well-
founded fear of persecution for reasons of race,
rellgion, nationality, political opinbon or member-
ship In a partlcular soclal group. Most Hkely, they
canmat return hoaee or are afrald to do so

The 1951 Geneva Conventbon s the main lnterna-
flomal instrument of refugee law. The Conventon
clearhy apedls out whi a refispes 1s and the kind of
legal protection needed, other asslstance and sockal
rights he or she should recelve from the nelghbouwr-
ing countries an humanitarian grounds, Bangla-
desh sheltered so many refugees In the past and can
shielter & few more who really qualify for the refugee
qtais due to violence hetween Buddhists and
mumorliy Muslirns in western Myanmar which has
befi at beast 15 people dead and hundreds of homes
burned. Bangladesh earller sabd i sent back 11
boats with abowt 500 Rohingya Mustims in the past
three days.

We urge the government o open the border for
Rohingyas on humanitarian grounds,
Peter Hebeiro
Frdira Road
Pk

[am writing this letter In protest of the recent bar-
haric violence agalnst the Rohingya Muslinms, The
treatment of Bangladesh government towards the
HRohlgyas Is wery appalling, for they are coming here
with the hope that we belng Mushims would help
thern owt. But unforunately, they are belng pushed
hack. Rohingyas have been the inhabitants of this
pant of sub-continent slnce the Bth centunyg. It 1s not
that they hawve occupled that land, rather they are
Iiving in that part of land even before the emer-
gence of the Buddhises, So the Myanmar govern-
mvent shoubd take approprlate steps o ensure thelr
securlty and rights,

Bangladesh being a buslirm majority couniry 1s
never unjust tovweards its minosity groups. Why don't
the governrment of Myanmar learn something from
{13 nedghbour and help out the minorthes (o ensure
peace ln the reglon. What 15 Aung San S Kyl
dokng?

Through this dally [ urge the Bangladesh gowern-
meent b0 be sympathethe towards the Innoecent refu-
gees and the world leaders and the government of
Myanroar to ensure basic human rights to the
minorlty buslims of Myanmar.

Anfka MNawal Ahmed
Difarsmond]
Dihaka

Do not underestimate the people

The drama of April 9, 2012 volving former Ralhway Mindster Suranjit Sengupta's

APS and fwio raihway emiployees carrylng Tk 70 lakh on thelr way to the minkster's

hiouse ks still very vivld Inoour memory,

Suranjit Senpupta resigned or was asked to resign. Bat the next day his appodnt-
meent &5 4 minkster withowt portiolle took us by surprise. People have thelr eyves and

ears open; they have thelr owmn assessmeni; they think bt 1s a waste of taxpayers'

INAINEY,

M wie see Suranjlt Sengupta speaking in a bond wolce about many lsaues: he
aqked the opposithon leader Khaleda Fla to resign from the partlament; on June 11,
2012 he sald in the parliament that Sagar and Rund were muordered "bo destroy the
gnod relations between the present government and the press® and that the Saudi
diplomat was murndered "in a bid to destroy the government's. relat ons with biddle

Eastern coumnirles.”

Bast peecyple will not by this sort of staterneris. To them 1t seems wery strange that
the law enforcing agents have falled to shed any lght an the dilings and they also
falled to find owt he disappeared BMP leader IHas All, his driver and AH Azam, the
driver of the APS of former Ralbway Minlster Suranjit Sengupta.

People could not and will not accept this fallure of the government and the ut
mvust mot think that people will forget the Incldents as time goes by,

Mur [ahan
Chittagong

Poor quality papers in MRPs!

Affter much coniroversy for over a decade, the Deparmment of Passports and
Immibgratlon fAnally started ssuance of Machine Readable Passport (MEF) since

lasi year.

What surprised me most 15 the quallty of these MRPs. The pages of these
passports are 50 thin that 1t 18 in no way of Internatlonal standard, particolarhy
the page containing the holder's photo and personal detalls. It ks very obvlous
that the company that has got the contract to supply the securlty papers for the
passpor pages s elther making good profit or recovering the boss that It may
have Incurred as the lowest hidder of the project. I am sure that the offlclals at
the passport office are aware of the quality of Internatlonal passports of other
counirles since they also handle these for lssuing visas and extensbons to for-
algners Hving Inoor visiting Bangladesh, The authoritbes concermned should ook
Into the matter as to why such thin papers have been provided In passpaorts.

By the way, was 1 necessary to print our natbonal anthem In MRP passports?

Flrauddin Ahmead
ot @il

Suu Kyi, are you listening?

It s really unfortunate that the Myanmar governoment
consbders the Rohingyas to be forelpners, while many of
thelr cliizens conslder them llegal Bangales frnmi-
grants, This notlon ks responsible for sparking deadly
sectarian violence in western Rakhine state centering
an ncldent of rape and murder of a woman,

About & lakh Rohlngyas Including many buslims Hee
In 3 districts of this predominantly Buddhist stage
Rakhine which is bordering Bangladesh,

Wi have learnt from news reports that at least 35
people hawve been killed and a further 41 people have
been wounded in five days of unrest though righis
arganisatlons fear the nmumber could be much higher
and warn that the vlolence is running out of conirol,
They call for Internatbonal observers o be deployved in
Rakhine state.

Bui the United Matons and many humanitarian
groups suspended thelr activitdes there and evacuated
thelr workers from Rakhine state for security concerns.

Wi hope Nobel Peace Prize laureate and popular
leader of Myanmar Aung San Sou Kyl and Presldent
Thedn Sein would wisk the affected areas soon to bring
peace to this reghom_

Mobarak AN
RE Missfon Rod

Gopibagh
Dhaka

Where will we go?

We the commaoners are In serbous problem_ Mo matter
who comes (o power, the worse happens to us. The
Inflation has gone so high that people lke us are flnd-
Ing 1t very diffleuli to eope with. The sudden rse in the
electricity price has made our life miserable We the
commoners pay our bills, pay our income tax, wote for
the betterment of the country, and in return all we get ks
Imymenae suffering. Nobody Hatens to the common
people. The sudden Increass in the electricity bill has
been the last nall on the commaoners’ ooffin, The Bl
has become almost double, and yet we don't get elec-
tricity. There 15 load shedding on every alternate hoar,
Then why should we pay the augrmented hills? Every-
where In the mearket the prodwct quality and quantly
hawe gone dinen, yet we are paylng extra amount. It
seerms mobody ligtens to the common people bt they
are the people who elect a party to power and the peo-
ple they elect do not even pay heed to thelr problems.
Where will we go?

Biadal Hasib

English teacher

Dharnmonai

Dhaka

The worst health hazard

Dihaka has sacured a position
amng the least Hveahle clties
across the globe because of
polluthon, malnly in ake and
water. The number of brlck
flelds 1a increasing gradually at
a time when alr pollutlon
turned Into a serlous health
hazard. Wood or abandoned
rubber tyres, In stead of eoal, s
belng used to burn bricks, The
Inflwential owners collect earth
from anywivere and use those
for making bricks. They have
been continuonsty polluting
the envlronment by taking
advantage of the paoor execu-
tlon of lavs, making huge prof-
1ts durlng this tine of rapid
urbanisaton, The mega
brickfields around Diaka are a
major coniributor to ale pallu-
tlon. The law, however, clearly
states that such brickfields
cannot be set up within three
kilometres of rmumbcipal areas or forests. But the gosernment sesms to have
turned a blind eve bo this Inportant [ssne.

500 Shamim-Ur-Rashid Tushar

Department of Besimess Administration

Shahjalal University of Sclence & Technology, Sythet

Iftekhar Sayeed
O @-prrend]

income.
A clitizen
Ik

"Mirades’ we are tired of
Ratonalists have long claimed that midracles never happen. 1 beg to differ. In Bangla-
desh, miracles happen ot only every day, but every hour.

When we get electriciny 1i is a miracle. When we get water, It ks a miracle, When we
come back horme In one plece, 1t is a miracle. [ spent 8 week in Bangkok In the middle
of a raging flood, and there was no power fallure, no water shortage. What a dull
place withouwt miracle! When will our country get Fld of miracles, and become dull?
The Lord only knows,

Avoiding wastefulness and pomp

A report from Johanmesburg published in a local English dally on 12th June 15 a very
good example of state austerity and modesty shoram by the new president of Malawd
and that ks In Hne with the country's financial poslton,

This should be an example for us, also o follow, Unnecessary show of pompp 1s
nevthing but an 'empry vessel' thai needlessly spems to sound much! It s the person-
allry and capahility of the person and his or her moral character that brings admira-
tion and respect from people, and not the position of the incumbeni

Regarding alr travel, as far as possihle, our head of government showld try o avolbd
special Biman fights for travel. They should try always to travel wherever possible, by

normal cormmenclal Aights, Special alr craft and fancy motorcars, partdeulardy for a
poor couniry like ours, 1s an unnecessary waste of wealth, and can be avobded, when-

ever posalble. Our expenses should be commensurate with our resources and
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Here are some commentis that
came in response to Sunday's

The Daily Star news report
headlined “Electricity bill
shocking”

Kamal Chowdhury
We dernand the previous system,

Zakir, Narsingdi
Government should Increase electriclty pro-
duction.

Monir

It Is difficult bo pay this exorbitamt BIL The
Increase 1s not 50 percent; it is more than 100
perceni

Badal Hasib
People are the uliimate victims.

'I'I.l'j-l,EI'llﬁ

Promote energy conservation, Sill the rate s
very low compared to the other countries, 4
large number of connecilons are still ilegal,
Government should be aware of this as it
cannot afford to pay more subsidles

Arman Aziz

The load-shedding problem of the country
cannot be solved by giving high subsldies,
Households that are using more than 400 KW
per month fall into upper middle class or
upper class segment. Tk, 3000 monthly hill
should be affordable for them. [ personally
fall in this category and my monthly bill has
Increased three fold in last three months. But
[ support the new tarlff siruciure,

Masarullah

This unethical rise of price has put many of
us under acute financlal crisis. But electric-
Ity comes and goes, there Is no stability. We
are also paying higher rate for running gen-
erators,

Shawkat Osman

The way electrlclty charge 15 belng Increased
every month, very soon peaple of Hmited
means would have to eut down or totally stop
thelr consumption or even go back to the
days of lantern. This might give the govern-
ment a chance o meet the demand as the
total demand will fall drasteally.

Kushal

The price 15 affecting me personally. But [
understand that the government can not
continue to give subsldies. The price of oil
and subsequently the price of power are ris-
Ing all over the world. People who are con-
suming more than 400 units must be either a
hig family or a family who use such heouries
like AC, washing machine etc. They should
pay for the luxurles they enjoy.

Ataur Rahman

[ think this s justified. With subsidy In elec-
teleiny who gets the benefit? It ls mosthy the
privileged populatlon who enjoy electriciny
supply. I think 60% of the country's popula-
thon will not hother as they always Hve in
darkness,

Ali

Electrlcity hills fior the last six months are ever
Increasing! The rise s not shocking b kill-
Ing, when the prices of all other ltems In the
ruarket for dally use (feod in particular) are
already highest ever! The government t has to
he more creative in ks pollicy. Mere subsidies
are not enough. There has to be a long term
survival plan chalked out and implemented
for a real solutlon.

Anonymous

It Is sald that power tariffs In Bangladesh were
the lowest in the sub-continent. Troe, amd
that is why we should not complain about
high electricity prices. Those who keep track
of international economie condltlons will
know that oll prices are high and as such 1t
has a hand in driving up eleciriclty charges.
The government ks actually doing well to keep
our unlt price low while reducing load-
shedding. & productlve alternathve for con-
sumers might be to be creatbe In reduckng
electrieity costa (by introducing e.g solar
panels, energy saving lights, LCD acreans,
flpor fams, hand-held alr conditloners),




