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BITTER TRUTH

Clandestine drug business takes tol

ITH the menacing
cloud of drug abuse
and drug trafficking

looming large, the nation seems
incapable of stemming the tide
of this scourge. Reports of
abduction, assault and murder
by addicts and drug dealers have
captured the attention of the
citizenry.

With the seizure of 2 lakh 70
thousand yaba tablets in Chittagong in the recent past,
costing about Tk.10 crore, this illicit trade has found
wide market in the country. Chittagong has become the
drug dealer's paradise. Himadri Kumar Majumdar
Himu (18), student of Summerfield school and college,
died days after his friends pushed him from the roof of
a four-storey house because he opposed drug addiction
and trade in the residential area.

Unhappily, to a nation that espouses adherence to
religious principles and commitment to a strict code of
puritan life, drug addiction and trade have emerged as
the dark side of our character. The country is awash
with the "giver of euphoria" and taker of life. Busy bus
and launch terminals, by-lanes and street corners of the
city, and lanes and by-lanes close to some schools have
turned into sprawling markets for drugs.

It is reported that teachers in these schools know
about the clandestine trade going on close to their
institutions and that some students, mostly belonging
to affluent families, are experimenting with drugs on a
regular basis, but they can't take any action against
them as they are held hostage by these notorious
groups. For safe trading and operation, a handful of
youth serve as lookouts, drug packagers and sometime
as arms bearing soldiers.

Hundreds of thousands of poor people have flocked
into the cities in search of work and a better life. Few

MDbD. ASADULLAH KHAN

found either, and the desperate turned to crime to
make a living under the protection of influential godfa-
thers who operate this clandestine business but have
always evaded arrest because of high connections and
money dealings.

The vicious modus operandi of these drug thugs has
evoked much fear. Teenage addicts and drug peddlers
engaged by powerful persons kill civilians in broad
daylight. Reports have it that an SSC student in the city
hired addicts to kill a classmate who refused to stop
going around with a girl he wanted for himself. In
another case, an addict paramour incensed by the girl's
refusal to marry him forced her into an abandoned
house, and then raped and killed her.

Almost awash in guns
and plagued by addicts,
some district towns are
struggling to cope with the
wave of violence related to
drug addiction. A report
printed on May 6 said that
Monir Hossain (27), a drug
addict in Bhairab, was
arrested as he tried to sell
his five-month old son
Rabbi to an elderly woman in the locality. Another
report on January 16 said that Ruman, a 22 year old
addict, pushed his mother from the roof top of their
one-storey house as his parents refused to give him
Tk.500 to satiate his drug appetite.

People are horrified at the ineptitude of the law
enforcers in arresting the drug menace and at the same
time are appalled to see that law enforcers' involve-
ment have expanded the domain further. When some
members of the law enforcement agencies patronise
drug business, there is little hope of getting rid of this
scourge.

After much analysis of such violence by some youth,

Anti-drug campaign must be
geared up with multi-pronged
initiatives like poverty elimination,
job creation, proper schooling of

children and exemplary
punishment to drug lords.

one is led to believe that the damage starts from the
home. Many parents, especially mothers, are not giving
enough time to raising their children properly. Some of
these parents, who are affluent beyond measure, are
given to indulging in drugs and drinks that transgress
the limits of traditional family values, alienating chil-
dren from the family and making them disillusioned.
When the home life is so unhealthy, how can the kids
turn to a life that radiates morality and ethical values?

Till before the clampdown by Rab in November 2007
with the seizure of 1,30,000 yaba tablets, law enforcers
took little notice and citizens seemed oblivious of the
insidious trade looming here. The recent crackdown by
Rab in Chittagong reveals that drug trafficking is a blos-
soming trade involving
people belonging to all
strata of the society.

In a conference on the
crime situation, held at
the police headquarters, it
was revealed by the police
bureau that in the period
ending in November 2010,
police recorded 26,000
offences related to drug
trafficking, but no information was available as to how
many of the offenders were brought to book by the
trial courts. Reports in a daily said that 32% of the
arrestees in Chittagong jail are offenders in drug-
related cases and, 85% of them fall within the 18 - 35
age range.

Social scientists glumly say that drugs now pose the
same problem to Bangladesh as Aids once did to Afri-
can countries. Experts also say that the country can
hardly get rid of the problem by arresting some retail
peddlers here and there. There is no solution to the
festering problem unless the drug lords and godfathers
can be brought under the law enforcers' net and put in

custody as long as the trial goes on. On the other hand,
easy availability of bail, lapses in police investigation
and weak case framing stand in the way to booking the
offenders. Out of 2,263 persons arrested in drug dealing
cases from January to April, 2012, 1,000 were released
on bail.

Law enforcement personnel are now part of the prob-
lem. People tend to believe that serious erosion of val-
ues in the police administration has much to contrib-
ute in preventing or solving crimes.

The whole society has to wake up the dangers that
confront us and step up battles to stem the tide of this
scourge. Anti-drug campaign must be geared up with
multi-pronged initiatives like poverty elimination, job
creation, proper schooling of children and exemplary
punishment to drug lords.

With unemployment rising steadily, little work is
available for unskilled and uneducated youths. The jobs
that are available pay wages which are hardly sufficient
in these days of price spiral and economic crises. In
such a situation these youngsters turn to the most
lucrative options they can find.

In rapidly growing numbers, they are becoming the
new criminal recruits of the booming trade in drugs
with their patrons, the drug lords, remaining behind
the scene. There are reports of teenagers getting
addicted to and involved in trafficking of narcotics
because of peer pressure.

We have heard about the murder of youngsters as a
consequence of group rivalry and feud over sharing of
drug money. Precisely speaking, it is not these kids who
are at fault. It is their parents who should be blamed. If
the parents had devoted the same time, energy and
resources that they did to confront other crises, things
would never have been so bad.

The writer Is a columnist of The Daily Star.
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‘The real challenge is how Asia can shape the world

Joergen Oerstroem Moeller 2odified or replaced.

The Daily Star: Having celebrated 40 years of inde-
pendence of Denmark's diplomatic relations with
Bangladesh, how do you look at the parinership
between the two countries?

J.O. Moeller: It's very good. You can say we like each
other and there's a lot of common ground and even
though Bangladesh is situated in Asia and Denmark in
Europe, we take a common outlook on many things
and both participate in the global competition. We are
in sense smaller countries, even if Bangladesh is larger
than Denmark, we need to participate in the economic
globalisation to make sure that there is a good living
standard so from the Danish point of view, and my
impression is that the same is for Bangladesh, the bilat-
eral relation is excellent.

Denmark and Bangladesh relations are mainly cen-
tred on trade and development as well as Denmark's
heavy involvement in strategies against climate change,
partnering with the Bangladesh Government, what
other areas can we work jointly in?

Well I think an idea would be to have more coopera-
tion in higher education. I have visited two universities
during my stay here and | am impressed by their out-
look and their efforts to globalise themselves. It's the
same case for Danish universities so may be we could
build up a deeper cooperation between the universities
in the two nations.

Another area to explore is the area of economic inte-
gration. Denmark is a member of EU, and Bangladesh a
member of Saarc, and I see that there is a very strong
drive in Asia for economic integration where you can
explore it at your advantage and division of labour. If
you look at the performance of Bangladesh over the last
5-15 years, your export growth has been very impres-
sive where Bangladesh has secured its place as an
exporter of many goods. If that continues, and that is of
course necessary if you want to have a high growth rate,
you must make sure that the markets stay open -- one
of the ways to do that is economic integration. You
could look at some of the experiences of the European
integration or drive to integration so that you can
export your products.

TDS: You mentioned in various articles how Singapore
branded itself as a trade hub, Vietnam as an exporter
of sea food and Thailand for its agriculture, how do
you see or hope Bangladesh brands itself in the global
economy?

JOM: Looking at it from the outside, Bangladesh is
known for its manufacturing -- apparel, textile, clothing
etc, and experience indicates that this is good platform
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for economic development. If you look at Singapore,
they started 40 years ago also by exporting textiles --
Hong Kong and Taiwan did the same. So Bangladesh
could try to brand itself through following the footsteps
of these various successful countries stating that we
start by manufacturing textiles but would want to
broaden that platform -- that we want to start making
products with higher value added, more quality and
with more designs.

This, of course, needs time but Bangladesh should be
prepared to wait for that while in the meantime build
up the education system. They should provide the peo-
ple with more skills so as to be more advanced for
higher value added goods/ products. So brand yourself
as a country that is coming upstream in the supply
chain.

TDS: Could you tell us a few words about the launch-
ing of your book How Asia can shape the world: From
the era of plenty to the era of scarcity?

JOM: Well like many others, I think the future belongs
to Asia. But it is also clear that Asia has its share of prob-
lems so the real challenge is how Asia can shape the
world not how Asia will shape it.

It depends very much upon the decisions of the
policy-makers and the change in Asia's population.
The way I see it, the world is dominated by mass
communication instead of mass consumption and
we will also have to face a growing scarcity of
resources, commodities, borders, energy, which
means we will have to change the production, func-
tion and the way we consume everything so that
there is more output from one unit of input. That
should highly interest Bangladesh -- to actually
save resources produced -- and the reason I think a
new economic model will come out of Asia is
because these problems, although global, will be
felt first and strongest in Asia due to the big popula-
tion growth. With the economy growing, it's likely
they will response to the challenge which will hope-
tully be built upon by traditional Asian methods
and philosophies.

TDS: Bangladesh, despite its growth, faces challenges
such as corruption, higher inequality rates, poverty,
political turmoil, etc. Denmark, on the other hand, had
a holistic growth. How did they address all the matters
at the same time?

JOM: The bad message is that it takes time. The good
message is that it is possible and it can be done. But the
way to do it is to build a stronger trust in the population
inside the nation where you can enter the economic

transactions without the fear of losing.

You expect other people to share their knowledge
only because you are ready to share yours. You expect
other people to be ready to enter into the burden shar-
ing of distribution of benefits because you are ready to
do the same. So the key to a well-run and well-
functioning smooth society is actually a high degree of
trust among people in the community.

Without the trust, transaction costs increase as the
need for a big compass on legal system arises to cope
with the problems. You need rules and regulations
telling people what to do but with trust there is a shared
common value, people by instinct react in the same
way meaning fewer problems and the economic trans-
action costs decrease.

TDS: Both Bangladesh and Denmark are small
nations. What are the implications of being a small
country in pursuing foreign policy issues? Denmark
has transformed from a traditional adaptive diplo-
macy to an active diplomacy, how can Bangladesh
transform itself as a small nation?

JOM: The key we found was multinational diplomacy,
primarily by way of economic integration into the EU
which means when you deal with your neighbour you
do it in a broader context.

The EU now has 27 member states soon to be 28 and
formerly Denmark dealt bilaterally with Germany -- a
very big country -- with difficulty due to size. But now
all our relations with Germany take place inside the EU,
meaning that to deal with it in a rule-based organisa-
tion everybody has to act under a common law, making
it much easier for smaller nations to deal with larger
ones.

That is why I say that the key to prosperity and
peace in Asia in the future is economic integration.
You do not need to make a replica of the EU but you
need to do something of the sort -- an economic-
integration, rule-based -- where everybody is equal to
the law.

If you take a look at the Counsellor of Ministers of
EU, all the decisions are taken by voting and Denmark
shares votes comparatively high to its population. So
through this system we have more influence in the
development of Europe.

TDS: US has recently had a new strategic shift to Asia
Pacific. How does Denmark, as a member of EU, now
look as Asia as a whole?

JOM: We see the future growth taking place in Asia also
admit that we are far away. Denmark's influence in
Asia-Pacific is small and that is why economic integra-
tion again comes into the picture. Because our relations
with Asia, Asia Pacific and US takes place within EU's
framework we have a much stronger influence and say
looking at Asia as an area where we need to build stron-
ger ties, relations and future corporations. EU has made
a large number of agreements with Asian countries and
some of them are termed under EU as strategic-
partners.

TDS: Denmark is highly influential in UN Peacekeep-
ing and Bangladesh is at number one spot in its contri-
bution there. How can the two countries work together
for a better peace-building mission as the world
remains at constant conflict with each other?

JOM: I think our peace keeping efforts speak for them-

selves, showing that we are ready to assume the respon-
sibility of a peaceful development around without shy-
ing away from putting our own soldiers and people at
risk. We have sent a powerful message that it's primarily
about peace and we are ready to make an effort, even if
it costs lives of our own people, having actually no stake
at the conflicts themselves. We should proceed further
and commit ourselves in the peace-keeping process as
we are doing within the framework of UN.

TDS: Coming back to Bangladesh, what are its poten-
tials and challenges according to you?

JOM: Bangladesh is geographically situated in an
advantaged location close to the rising two power-
houses -- china and India. You have also already estab-
lished yourself as a strong competitor in the global
economy.

Rising oil prices mean that global transport costs
are going up and the implication of that is the supply
chain would be more compact. So where big purchas-
ing powers will eventually be in china and India, it's a
big asset for Bangladesh to be so close to these two
markets.

In spite that, you need to make a few efforts: Firstly
you need to focus on the education system making
sure that the labour force has the necessary profi-
ciency preparing them towards a higher degree of
skills.

Secondly, you need to make logistic-based efforts of
transportations and infrastructure. Investors will cer-
tainly come to Bangladesh but only if the infrastructure
is good -- which will require a lot of money.

The other factor would be taking a lead in an active
Asian integration so that the markets continue to grow.
If you make efforts in these areas, Bangladesh will face
a promising future.

I took interest in Bangladesh as I noticed the growth
rate improving year after year. | realised that this was
because Bangladesh was taking over a lot of the manu-
facturing over other countries. So that means that Ban-
gladesh itself had discovered the first step on the road
towards development, but you should not stop there
and should continue to move on

TDS: Unlike most European nations who are heteroge-
neous in nature, Asia and Asia Pacific are more diverse
in culture, values and believes. Do you think these
variations of ideas and history would hinder regional
integration? Secondly, if economic prosperity takes
place, can we work on these differences?

JOM: First of all, you should not limit your horizon to
south Asia alone, you should think of Asia as a whole.
If you see what has happened in Asia over the last 6-
12 months, you can see that Korea, China and Japan
have got together and about two months ago agreed
on free trade in north Eastern Asia. China and Japan
have 7-10 days ago agreed to exchange their curren-
cies without using dollar as an in between currency
and we also have various other examples of currency
cooperation,

If you observe, East Asia is already moving ahead
in integration and Bangladesh's future, I believe, is
not inside south Asia, it's primarily inside Asia. S0
don't limit your horizon. Even if we recognise South
Asia as an important region, Asia as a whole is just as
valuable.



