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Ashulia

FROM PAGE 1
some fellow workers on

Tuesday night.

The demonstrators put
blockades on Dhaka-Tangail
highway at Narasinghapur,
halting traffic for about four
hours since 8:00am causing
immense sufferings to com-
muters.

It all began on Monday
when about 4,500 workers of
Artistic Design Ltd, a pack-
aging factory of Ha-Meem
Group owned by FBCCI
President AK Azad, took to
the streets around 9:00am
demanding a raise in their
wages.

Several thousand workers
from other factories in the
area joined them within
hours, forcing the authori-
ties to suspend production
inmore than 100 factories.

However, following two
days of clashes, the authori-
ties at a meeting with the
labour minister and labour
leaders on Tuesday after-
noon decided to resume
production from yesterday.

But around 8:00pm on
Tuesday, the authorities of
Ha-Meem Group and police
beat up at least 30 workers of
Express Washing and
Dyeing, another sister con-
cern of Ha-Meem Group, a
number ofworkers alleged.

When workers of Artistic
Design Ltd went to their
factory around 8:00am
yesterday in line with
Tuesday's decision, they
found itlocked.

This along with the news
of torture on fellow workers
the night before prompted
them to stage demonstra-
tion, workers said,

Later, workers of other
factories joined them,
demanding action against
those involved in torturing
their colleagues, in addition
to their demand for a pay
raise.

Police charged baton,
fired 135 rubber bullets and
33 teargas and used water
cannons to disperse the
workers, who responded
with brickbats, Fayezul
Kabir, deputy director of
Industrial Police, told The
Daily Star.

Asked about police action
on some workers onTuesday
night, he said police were
forced to take action as the
workers of the washing and
dyeing unit were locked in a
clashinside the factory.

"They were fighting as
one group wanted to join
work while another opposed
it," he said, adding: "Then
the police had to charge
batontodisperse them."

Around 3,000 law enforc-
ers, including Industrial
Police, Dhaka district police,
Armed Police Battalion and
Rapid Action Battalion were
deployed in the area yester-
day:.

The agitating workers left
the streets only when the
district administration
announced around 12:30pm
that the prime minister
herself was looking into the
matter and that she asked
the workers to calm down,
witnesses said.

Meanwhile, factory own-
ers in the area yesterday
again decided to reopen
their units from today upon
the assurance that there
would be no damage to their
factories.

The decision came from a
tripartite meeting between
the government, factory
owners and labour leaders.
Labour and Employment
Minister Khandaker
Mosharraf Hossain chaired
the meeting at his office.

A three-member com-
mittee was formed at the
meeting to look into the
cause of frequent clashes in
the garment sector, includ-
ing the last three days' vio-
lence.

Talking to this correspon-
dent, Brig Gen (retd)
Mohammad Ali Mondal,
director of the project in
Ashulia of Ha-Meem Group,
on Tuesday said the workers
wanted a raise between Tk
1,500 and 2,000.

Currently, a garment
worker gets between Tk
3,000 and 5,500 a month.

Workers say the amount
is too little at a time when
house rents and prices of
essentials are increasing
sharply.

Mohammad Ali, however,
said the issue of pay hike
could not be settled by a
single company. It must be
resolved through discussion
among all the stakeholders,
including the government.

Reftugee boats
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The baby was in a terrible
condition and did not have
the strength to even cry, said
Maj Saiful.

The BGB men rushed the
baby to the nearby border
observatory post in Shah Pori
Island, provided primary
treatment there and kept it
temporarily under the care of
alocal fisherman.

Fisherman Kabir Ahmed,
a resident of Gholapara vil-
lage and father of seven, said
hearing about the rescue of a
baby he had contacted BGB
and requested them to give
him its custody.

“I am deeply shocked to
see the destitute Rohingyas. I
would like to bring up the
baby because it would make
me feel better that I could do
something for a helpless
human being,” said Kabir.

He said after feeding, the
baby got back some strength.

Maj Saiful said they had
already informed the higher
authorities of the matter and
necessary steps would be
taken later.

BGB suspects that the
trawler, in which the baby
was, might have been
attacked by robbers and the
passengers abandoned the
boat leaving the newborn
behind.

Border and coast guards
intercepted five trawlers,
including the one with the
baby, until 5:00pm yesterday
and held 153 Myanmar refu-
gees, who were fleeing the
ongoing sectarian clash in
neighbouring Rakhine state.

Maj Saiful said the refu-
osees intercepted had told
him that one trawler was
attacked by robbers in the
NafTuesday night.

While visiting a trawler
that was carrying 44 intrud-
ers and was challenged by
BGB near Gholar Char area
around 4:00am yesterday, a
34-year-old mother found
with a six-month-old baby
also told The Daily Star about
robbers' attackin the Naf.

Hosna Begum, the
mother, was seen begging her
fellow passengers for a little
space under the plastic roof
of the trawler to protect her
child from rain.

Approached, she said she
got detached from her three
other children and husband
in the face of violent attacks
in their village. She with the
infant headed for a safe shel-
ter in Bangladesh on Sunday.
The rest of the family were
now at Sakkipara in
Myanmar, she added.

After failed attempts to get
into Bangladesh for couple of
days they almost reached the
coast around 11:00pm on

Tuesday when their trawler
came under attack of rob-
bers, she said.

Almost all the passengers
jumped into theriver and she
with her son somehow man-
aged to swim to the shore,
said Hosna Begum.

But her desperate attempt
failed again as she was caught
by the BGB yesterday morn-
ing and was pushed back
with the others.

This trawler with 44 pas-
sengers attempted to get into
Bangladesh on Monday too
and then it had 47 passen-
gers. Asked what had hap-
pened, the boatman said
three of the passengers
jumped into the river when
BGB men spotted their boat.
They might have reached the
shore safely, he said, adding
that they had been trying to
get into Bangladesh through
different points including St
Martin's Island, Teknaf and
Ukhiya.

Twenty three out of the 44
passengers were children
and many of them were
suffering from diarrhoea,
said the boatman.

BGB and locals provided
the refugees with food, water
and saline yesterday as the
intruders had to be kept
waiting in Bangladesh due to
bad weather. They were
finally escorted out of the
territory around 5:00pm.

BGB and Bangladesh
Coast Guard (BCG) inter-
cepted another boat carrying
30 refugees near the Naf
estuary around 7:00am. They
brought the boat to a nearby
jetty where the guards with
the help of locals gave the
intruders some dry food,
water and saline. The people
were pushed back around
12:10pm.

Around 5:00pm, BGB and
BCG intercepted a boat with
32 intruders and pushed
themback around 7:45pm.

A BCG patrol team inter-
cepted another trawler with
39 passengers at St Martin's
Island around 3:30am. But
these people could not be
sent back as their boat
needed repair and due to
rough weather, said
Operation Officer of BGB 42
Battalion Capt Kamrul Islam.

Meanwhile, BGB had
detained seven Myanmar
nationals during a raid in
Jaliapara village of Shah Pori
Island last evening, said
Kamrul Islam, adding that
the raids would continue.

ANM Nazim Uddin,
upazila nirbahi officer (UNO)
of Teknaf, admitted that
some Myanmar nationals
had secretly entered into the
territory escaping strict
vigilance.,

Tiger cubs
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At the meeting arranged by
the forest department at its
office yesterday, wildlife
experts could not come to a
decision as to where the tiger
cubs, about two months old,
could be given proper care.

The forest department
may keep them at the tissue
culture centre of Dhaka
Botanical Garden, a source,
who was present in the meet-
ing, said.

"We will keep the tiger cubs
somewhere in the capital or
nearby but are yet to fix the
place,” said Yunus Ali, chief
conservator of forests, after
the meeting. He added that
the experts would visit one or
two places today.

Prof Anwarul Islam, a
member of the expert com-
mittee, visited the mini zoo
yesterday. Expressing appre-
hension, he said, the cubs
were kept in a very filthy envi-
ronment and they should be
moved from there immedi-
ately to any government
facility.

"Ttis pitiful,” Anwarul said,
“that Rab had had to hand the
cubs over to a private zoo due
to a lack of government facili-
ties.”

The curator of Dhaka Zoo,
Shahidullah, was widely
criticised as he appeared
reluctant to keep the cubs in
the zoo, sources in the meet-
ingsaid.

"I am reluctant as I am not
sure if they [tiger cubs] carry
any disease,” he said, adding
no medical test had been
doneonthemyet.

Dhaka Zoo had animals
worth millions of taka and the
authorities could not put
them at the risk of getting
infections, Shahidullah
noted. He, however, did not
take any move to conduct the
medical tests.

Yesterday, it was observed
in the mini zoo that the tiger
cubs, underweight and weak,
had been transferred to a

bigger cage from the one they
were in the previous day. And
a sticker on the cage names
them Hira, Chuniand Panna.

Meanwhile, Rab filed a
case accusing trafficker Abdul
Kader and his son Masud
Hossain with Sher-e-Bangla
Nagar Police Station on
Tuesday for poaching the tiger
cubs in the Sundarbans, said
Officer-in-Charge Zakir
Hossain Mollah.

AHM Anwar Pasha, execu-
tive magistrate of Rab, on
Monday jailed Zakir and his
mother Jahanara Begum for
two years as they confessed to
the crime while the main cul-
prits, Abdul Kader and his elder
sonMasud, wereon the run,

BAU bus
torched

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

A group of criminals torched
a bus of Bangladesh
Agricultural University
yesterday evening at
Kewatkhali near the campus
in Mymensingh.

The gang of around 20
created panic among some
50 students on board the bus
and at one stage torched it
pouring petrol, said sources.
The bus was bought only six
months ago.

Officer-in-Charge Golam
Sarwar of Mymensingh
Police Station said the situa-
tion was under control and
police were hunting down
the criminals.

This is the third attack on
Agricultural University stu-
dents this month. At least 10
students were injured in two
attacks at KR Marker on
campus on June 6 and on
June 7. Two students of the
university had been expelled
for their alleged involvement
in the attacks with non-
students of the university.

ACC quizzes
Destiny
high-ups

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-Corruption
Commission yesterday
interrogated the chairman
of Destiny Multipurpose
Cooperative Society Ltd and
its three officials centering
on irregularities in money
transfer, reports a private
television channel, ATN
Bangla.

This is the second time
Mohammad Hossain, chair-
man of the company, was
quizzed. He claimed that the
company had transferred
and exchanged money
legally. “As Destiny
Multipurpose Cooperative
Society Ltd is a company and
has bought other institu-
tions, the company has to
pay their share money,” he
said.

The other three officials
are Destiny Group directors
Didarul Islam, Sakib
Uzzaman Khan and its
accounts officer S D
Karmaker.

Meanwhile, the clients of
Destiny Group demanded
arrest of the group's
Chairman Rafiqul Amin and
their money back at a protest
rally and a human chain
programme in front of local
press club in Laxmipur
district, the ATN Bangla
report added.

New gas
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The discovery of a modest
gas reserve at a Sangu well
in the Bay of Bengal has
helped with this decision
and the formal announce-
ment will be made by the
government high-ups, said
Petrobangla Chairman
Hussain Monsur.

The government had
suspended giving new con-
nections to commercial
consumers from July 21, 2009
and domestic users from July
13,2010.

The Petrobangla chief said
around 17 mmcfd gas will be
added to the national grid
after resuming production at
the new gasfield at Sangu.

On Tuesday, 2200 mmcfd
gas was supplied as both the
production and supply have
increased recently due to
setting up a compressor at
Muchai in Habiganj, he
mentioned.

Army command
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staff, he said Bangladesh Army

has now seven divisions which
may be put under the two new
commands and a lieutenant
general rank officer might be
given the charge of each com-
mand.

He said if the new com-
mands are introduced, oppor-
tunity willbe created to expand
thearmyand makeitstronger.

In his scripted answer to
questions, the planning minis-
ter said an organisational
structure of an overall intelli-
gence headquarters will be
prepared with efficient man-
power and modern electronics
equipment forthearmy.

"Steps will be taken to
include manpower with skill in
information technology and
equipment at the organisa-
tional structure of every sector
headquarters and unit," he
said.

On purchase of arms and
ammunition and equipment,
the minister said process is
under way to purchase 44
modern MBT-2000 tanks,
three armoured recovery
vehicles, two weaponslocating
radars, 18 self-propelled guns,
one electronic mate station,
two pieces of sound raising
equipment, 200 surface-to-
surface missiles, 130 short-
range anti-tank guided weap-
ons, 10 automatic grenade
launchers, seven light mortars,
one ground surveillance radar,
and 25 machineguns.

The minister said 29 head-
quarters/units will be formed
in the army under a midterm
plan and another 25 head-
quarters/units will be formed
underalong-term plan.

For Bangladesh Navy, the
minister said the government
has moved to purchase two off
the shelf [readymade] frigates,
two large patrol crafts, two
maritime patrol aircraft, and
five patrol crafts.

For the air force, the minister
said process is under way to
purchase 16 fighter planes,
three MI-17 SH helicopters, and
two airdefence radars.

The minister said the gov-
ernment has made the moves
to strengthen the defence
services to protect the country
fromexternalaggression.

Two-hundred and seventy-one Biman passengers wait for their vehicles at Shah
Amanat International Airport in Chittagong to go to their hotels yesterday after their
flight to Jeddah was delayed.
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Suffering at Shah Amanat
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accommodated in different
hotels around 3:00pm yester-
day.

Officials at Biman's flight
control department in Dhaka
said the delay was caused
after technical glitches had
been detected in the lone
operational DC-10 aircraft
prior to take off from Dhaka
at 11:00pmTuesday.

The flight finally left Dhaka
around 10:30pm yesterday.

A flight-control official
wishing anonymity yesterday
said, "The passengers' suffer-
ing went on as the engineer-
ing section promised to repair
the problems with in a short
time but repeatedly extend
time. After several time exten-
sions, they finally said the
flight will depart at 10:00pm
today [Wednesday] and then
we took the passengers to
hotels."

Biman has a fleet of 13

aircraft but only eight are now
operational. The flight sched-
ule of the carrier has almost
broken down. Reports of flight
delays for several hours have
become a regular phenome-
non for the national flag car-
rier since three ofits four aging
DC-10went out of order in the
last fewmonths.

Apart from this, an F-28
aircraft remained grounded
for a long time while an
Airbus A310 was stuck up in
Singapore for the last few
months following a dispute
over overhauling charges.

Most of the passengers of
the flight were on their way to
Saudi Arabia to perform
umrah.

Mojibur Rahman,
stranded in Chittagong along
with his family, said, "I was
stranded in the airport
lounge since 9:00 last night
with my wife and child. We
could not sleep the entire

night," Mojibur complained
yesterday.

Some of the passengers
even slept on the floor, he
said.

He added, "The flight was
scheduled to depart at
1:30am [from Chittagong]
and we reported at9:00pm."

Instead of taking care of
the passengers, the authori-
ties kept changing the flight
schedule the entire night and
alsointhe day, he alleged.

"They gave us new sched-
ules at 2:30am, 5:00am,
11:30am, 2:30pm and finally
11:45pm [Wednesday],"
Mojibur said last night.

Contacted, Dilip Kumar
Chowdhury, district man-
ager of Bangladesh Biman,
Chittagong, said the flight
was delayed due to technical
glitches and the passengers
had been accommodated in
four city hotels."

[.aw to tackle
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been increased at some
sensitive points in the capi-
tal and law enforcers have
also been deployed to frisk
people upon suspicion,
Hasinaadded.

She informed lawmakers
that a total of 59 cases had
been filed across the country
in connection with "unto-
ward incidents” in the recent
hartals enforced by the main
opposition BNP and its
allies. Five people were
killed and 83 others injured
while 79 vehicles were
torched and vandalised
during the hartal hours.

The BNP-led opposition
enforced a series of hartals
across the country after BNP
Organising Secretary M Ilias
Ali went missing around
midnight of April 17 from
Bananiin Dhaka.

The number of people
arrested in the cases so far is

304, 18 cases are under trial
and 41 cases are under
investigation, she told the
House, adding policemen
had been given orders to
bring people, who were
involved in arson and van-
dalism, under speedy trial
tribunal.
SELF-SUFFICIENCY IN
RICE

The country has produced
sufficient rice to fulfil the
demand for this year, the PM
told parliament.

"There will be no rice
import in the current year,"
Hasina, also leader of the
House, said in reply to law-
makers' queries.

Her government has
taken various measures
such as reducing the prices
of fertilizers and ensuring
uninterrupted power supply
for irrigation, supply of
seeds and other agricultural
instruments to achieve self-

sufficiencyinrice.

In a scripted reply,
Agriculture Minister Matia
Chowdhury said the amount
of rice produced in fiscal
2008-09 was 326.12lakh
tonnes, in fiscal 2009-10
334.03lakh tonnes and in
2010-11335.41lakh tonnes.
47,672 NEW POSTS OF
PRIMARY TEACHERS
The government has taken a
project to set up 3,000 pri-
vate secondary schools,
1,500 colleges and 1,000
madrasas across the coun-

try, Hasina told the House,

adding 47,672 posts of assis-
tant teachers would be cre-
ated under primary educa-
tion development
programime.

Another project has been
taken to renovate and

develop infrastructures of
350 educational institutions

in the disadvantaged areas,
she said.

Tension
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At least 25 people have been
killed and around 50 injured in
the last five days of violent
sectarian clashes between
Muslim Rohingyas and
Buddhist Rakhines in
Myanmar.

Meanwhile, when
Bangladesh government
remainsstrict over allowing no
more refugees -- amid calls
from the United Nations'
refugee agency and an inter-
national human rights organi-
sation -- the Rohingyas living
in the camps called on yester-
day for democracy champion
Aung San Suu Kyi to speak up
forthem.

While visiting the Rakhine
villages Tuesday morning, the
residences were found tensed,
gossiping with their neigh-
bours about the ongoing
violence in Myanmar.

Several members of Border
Guard Bangladesh (BGB) the
same day were seen at the
entrance of Chowdhurypara
at Hnila union, around 18
kilometres off the Teknaf town,
which houses over 100
Rakhine families,

This Rakhine village is
located on the bank of river
Naf and only four kilometres
off the largest registered
Nayapara Rohingya refugee
camp, where over 18,000
Rohingyarefugeeslive.

As many as 10,500 other
Rohingyas live in another
registered refugee camp at
Kutupalong of Ukhiya upazila.

Almost all the family mem-
bers of these Rakhine families
including the earning male
and females were found stay-
ing in the village even at the
day-time and found unwilling
to go outside the village unless
any major necessity appeared.

Chya Kin, a 36-year old
female who is engaged in
crab-trade with Myanmar,
said, “We have been passing

brews

sleepless nights since last
Friday because of the bloody
clash between Rakhines and
Rohingya Muslims in
Myanmar.”

Kin, who stopped sending
her three children to the high
school in Teknaf due to panic,
said she could not sleep for the
last few nights in the fear of
Rohingya influx into the vil-
lage at night-time through Naf
river.

She has been out of work
since Friday which pushed her
also into anxiety over financial
loss.

Bhaa Chi, a young gold-
smith, said he stopped going
towork forlast fewdays.

Ching Ching, a 52-year-old
trader, said there was no busi-
ness for the last five days. He
hoped immediate end of the
unrest, and said that he did not
supportany violent clash from
eitherside.

“So far, we are staying here
peacefully as the local admin-
istration has taken measures.
But until the end of instability
in Myanmar, the locals in the
village can't be fear free,” the
elderly man added.

Octogenarian Uchai King,
who had notexperienced such
fretful situation in the last few
decades, said she was praying
day and night wishing an end
to the fighting.

Mahbubul Hugq, officer-in-
charge (OC) of Teknaf Police
Station, said they were keep-
ing time-to-time contact with
the Rakhine people living in
different areas at day time
while police were patrolling
each area every night since
Friday.

“All the areas are under our
vigilance,” said the OC.

Meanwhile, the Rohingyas
living in different camps are
passing anxious time for their
relatives in their home in
Myanmar.

Rashida Begum, 35, left her

home at Buchidong in
Myanmar five years back and
has been living at the
Nayapara refugee camp with
her family members since
then.

While talking to The Daily
Star outside the camp,
Rashida on Tuesday said after
hearing about killing of three
people in Buchidong on
Monday over mobile phone,
she became very anxious for
her kith and kin there.

“We still don't know what
happened to my uncles.
Though I've heard that they
left the village for safer places,
[didn't get any further detail,”
she said.

Mohammad Selim, an
elderly Rohingya refugee,
burst into tears when he was
trying to say about the brutal-
ity in Myanmar.

He sought interference of
the international agencies
including the UN for effecting
immediate end to such vio-
lence.

Clo m tia oLl d,
Kamruzzaman, in-charge of
Nayapara refugee camp, said
they exchanged views with
the representatives of seven
blocks at the camp and urged
them to stay calm.

He said they kept their
regular force comprising 100
Ansar men, 24 BGB personnel
and 14 cops on high alert to
avert any sort of untoward
situation.

The undocumented refu-
gee camps in Teknaf also
house many Rohingyas while
Ledatang under the upazila
alone accommodates around
16,000 Rohingya refugees
who remained out of any
regular vigilance.

OC Mahbubul, however,
said they were keeping eyes
on every Rohingya establish-
ment to prevent any
unwanted incident.

2 arrested
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of his bank account infor-
mation, and his Personal
[dentification Number (PIN)
with the bank.

“No Brac Bank account
was hacked...our system is
secure,” claimed Zeeshan.

He said following the
incident around March 24
midnight, accounts of the
victim and hackers were
frozen. Brac Bank realised
that the money transferred
had been withdrawn almost
immediately and hence they
could not refund the money
to Anwar.

Zeeshan said Brac Bank
had lodged a complaint with
the central bank asking it to
take actions.

Victim Anwar, however,
alleged that bank officials
were involvement in the
incident. “After the incident,
the bank did not provide me
the required support to get
my money back. Later, I
informed Rab of the matter,”
said Anwar, adding that
Bangladesh Bank had
ordered Brac Bank to take
initiatives to refund the
money by the first week of
last month.

The arrestees were
handed over to Chandgaon
Police Station and they would
be sent to Khilkhet Police
Station in Dhaka as Anwar
had lodged the case with that
station on March 28.

Both groups
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and Kamal Uddin
Khandaker, an office assis-
tant of RHD and general
secretary of pro-AL Sramik
Karmachari Union, as they
took money from the bid-
ders promising to manage
them works.

They were also trying to
influence two ongoing ten-
ders involving Tk 100 crore,
the sources said.

Their feud reached a peak
recently centring the High
Court verdict regarding
relocation of the RHD office
from Ramna to Elenbari in
Tejgaon.

Both of them were
involved in manipulating
tender process together in
the past. But Kamal wanted
to do the business alone now
as the office has been under
process of shifting to
Elenbari where he hap-
pened to have clout of influ-
ence.

Shamim-Sentu group,
however, has dominancy in
Ramna area and that is why
they wanted to organise
movement against the HC
verdict.

Sources said Kamal group
was showing its muscle
power at Elenbari office
while Shamim-Sentu group
at Ramna for the last 20 days
and threatening their rivals.

Shamim and his support-
ers including his closest
associate Farid Ahmed
Sentu, also a contractor and
former Chhatra League
leader, were prepared with
firearms on Tuesday to face
Kamal group at Sarak
Bhaban.

At least five people were
bullet-hit in the 10-minute-
long gunfight on the Sarak
Bhaban premises in broad-
day light. The two gangs
fired around 30-35 rounds
and Kamal left the scene by
the time the cops came,

Bullet-injured Shamim
was undergoing treatment
at Labaid Hospital.

During a visit at the RHD
zonal office at Elenbari
yesterday, this correspon-
dent found Kamal absent at
his work without an
authorised leave. His room
was locked. Though he is an
office assistant, a third-class
government employee, a
room was allocated only for
him.

Meanwhile, police
arrested Abul Kalam Azad,
assistant storekeeper of the
RHD, from his Shyamoli
home around 3:00am in a
case filed against him cen-
tring Tuesday's violence.

A supporter from
Shamim-Sentu group,
Golam Azam Mamun, pro-
prietor of Three M
Enterprise and also a listed
contractor of the RHD, filed
the case with Shahbagh
Police Station around
11:00pm on Tuesday accus-
ingatleast 18 people.

In the case, the plaintiff
mentioned the names of
Azad and three others as
accused -- Kamal, Md Fazlur
Rahman, chainman at the
department, and one Md
Rafique.

While talking to The Daily
Star at the police station,
Azad said he knew nothing
about the violence at the
roads office. Azad was placed
on a two-day remand by

| Shahbagh police yesterday.



