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Syria troops pound rebel
strongholds, 52 killed

AFP, Beirut

"There's only one doctor working to

Helicopter gunships yesterday fired on
rebel positions in central and north-
western Syria in a bid to snuff out the
gunmen as violence killed 52 people
across the country, a monitoring group

said.

Helicopters strafed rebels positions
in Al-Heffa, in the northwestern prov-
ince of Latakia, and in Rastan, in the
central province of Homs, the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights said.

Regime troops have pounded Al-
Heffa daily for the past week to snuff
out rebel Free Syrian Army fighters
deployed in the rugged countryside
near the Turkish border, activists said.

Activists said yesterday's assault was
violent and described the situation in Al-
Heffa as "terrible,” although there were
noimmediate reports of casualties.

"Army tanks are deployed at the
entrances of the town. They have never
come this close before,” local activist
Sema Nassar told AFP in Beirut via

Skype, weeping as she spoke.

most of the residents have fled.

town," she added.

Nassar also pointed to report carried
by the official SANA news agency and
Syrian TV claiming that "terrorists”
were planning "to carry out a massa-

cre” in Al-Heffa and nearby THil.

people,” said Nassar.

based Observatory said.

added.

treat the wounded in the town," of
30,000 people, said Nassar, adding that

"Some civilians have stayed behind
to help the rebel fighters defend the

"This is cause for great concern. It
seems there are plans to kill many

Government troops also used heli-
copters to attack rebel positions in the
Homs province town of Rastan which
has been under intermittent army
shelling "for months," the Britain-

Four civilians, including a young
girl, were killed in the violence, it

Troops have trying to overrun
Rastan since mid-May, after rebel
fighters from the battered city of Homs

regrouped in the town which straddles
the main highway linking Damascus to
the north.

In restive Qusayr, also in Homs
province, another two civilians were
killed, the Observatory said.

Activists in the central province of
Hama told AFP that regime troops
continued to target towns and villages
in the region, where anti-regime senti-

mentwas strong.
"We are worried about how much

violence there might be there right
now, because we have heard that
regime forces are using residents as
human shields," an activist who identi-
fied himself as Abu Ghazi al-Hamwi

told AFP via Skype.
At least five people were killed

across Hama vesterday, the

Observatory said.
Elsewhere, at least nine people were

killed in the eastern province of Deir
Ezzor, where rebels and regime forces
clashed, while a blast in the northwest-
ern city of Idlib killed a civilian and
seven regime forces.
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Rohingya protesters gather in front of a United Nations regional office building to call for an end to the ongoing unrest
and violence in Myanmar's Rakhine State in Bangkok yesterday.

Police raid
homes of
Putin foes

AFP, Moscow

Police armed with assault
rifles raided the homes of
Russia's top protest leaders
yesterday in a show of force
on the eve of a mass Moscow
rally against President
Vladimir Putin's rule.

The coordinated security
sweep in the early hours of a
public holiday targeted the
homes of a new brand of
young Russian politicians
who analysts believe repre-
sent the biggest threat to ex-
KGB spy Putin's 12-year
rule.

Officers beat down the
doors of the increasingly
popular anti-corruption
blogger Alexei Navalny as
well as media celebrity and
more recent Putin critic
Ksenya Sobchak.

Others on the list
included Sergei Udaltsov --
an outspoken ultra-leftist.

Hollande s leftists ahead

AP, Paris

President Francois Hollande's |
Socialist Party, bolstered by
leftist allies, stands positioned |
to take control of the lower
house of parliament so he can
revamp a country his partisans
see as too capitalist for the
French, and push to save the

eurozone through growth, not austerity.
The conservative party of former

President Nicolas Sarkozy, which has
controlled the 577-seat National Assembly
since 2002, will likely lose its grip on powerin
the final round of voting in a week. Sarkozy
was defeated in the May 6 final round of the
presidential race.

Hollande will likely not get his wish for a
pure Socialist Party sweep of the seats of
power in France, but he need not fret.

Polling agency projections after Sunday's
first round of voting in legislative elections
show the Socialists slightly behind Sarkozy's
UMP party. But other leftist parties expected
to support Hollande - including the commu-
nist-inspired Leftist Front and the main

in parliamentary vote

environmental party - did well

Sunday.
A leftist victory in the voting,

five weeks after Hollande took
office, would brutally jar the
French political landscape.

Leftists are forecast to take
between 300 and 366 seats in
the next parliament, and the
conservatives between 210 and
270 seats, according to the CSA and TNS-
Sofres polling agencies.

Thatwould be a sharp shift from the current
parliament, where the conservative UMP and
itsallieshad 346 seats and leftists 226 seats.

Sarkozy's party, the Union for a Popular
Movement, or UMP, is trying to save its
honor. Leading UMP figures vowed not to
make alliances between rounds with the
extreme-right National Front, which moved
into position to grab its first small presence
in parliament in more than 25 years.

Eyes are on the National Front at voting
time both because of the stigma of racism
and anti-Semitism which clings to the party
and because of its potential for cutting into
the win margin of the mainstream right.

Karadzic asks judges to dismiss
his genocide case

AP, Amsterdam

Former Bosnian Serb political
leader Radovan Karadzic has
asked UN judges to dismiss his
war crimes case halfway

through the trial.
Prosecutors finished

presenting evidence against
Karadzic last month, and he is calling for dismissal of
all or some charges before he presents a formal

defense. Such requests are rarely granted.
"The prosecution has made a huge effort to try to

make some kind of an indictment out of nothing,"
he said yesterday at the Yugoslav tribunal in The
Hague. He claimed he could not have foreseen the
1995 massacre at Srebrenica, Bosnia.

Nobel Foundation slashes prize
size amid crisis

AFP, Stockholm

This year's Nobel Prize laureates will have a little less
to pad their wallets with than previous winners,
organisers said yesterday, announcing a 20-percent
cutinthe award because of the economic crisis.

"At its meeting on June 11, 2012, the board of

directors of the Nobel Foundation set the amount of
the 2012 Nobel Prizes at 8.0 million Swedish kronor

(900,800 euros, $1.13 million) per prize," the foun-

dationsaid in a statement.
That meant it was effectively lowering the prize

sum from the 10 million kronor that has been given

British ex-PM Brown blasts
Murdoch press at inquiry

AFP, London

Former British prime minister
Gordon Brown repeatedly
criticised Rupert Murdoch's
newspapers in his evidence to a
press ethics inquiry yesterday,
denying his policies were ever
influenced by the tycoon.

Brown, Labour premier from 2007 to 2010,
blasted Murdoch's Sun daily tabloid for its "sensa-
tionalised” coverage of the war in Afghanistan and
forits decision to reveal in 2006 that Brown's son had
cystic fibrosis.

INDIAN PRESIDENTIAL RACE

Poll schedule
to be declared
shortly: CEC

PT1, New Detlhi

The announcement on
Presidential election sched-
ule is due shortly, new Chief
Election Commissioner V §
Sampath said yesterday.

"All preparatory works
are in full swing and an
announcement regarding
the election schedule is due
shortly,” he said soon after
assuming charge as the CEC,

Asked as to when the
schedule will be announced,
he said let there be some
suspense.

He said the immediate
task at hand for him was the
conduct of elections to the
offices of the President and
Vice President of India.

Sampath said that an
orientation workshop for
the returning officer, assis-
tant returning officers and
presiding officers for the
Presidential poll was held

Police collect bodies in
strife-hit Myanmar town

AP, Sittwe

With fearful residents cowering indoors,
security forces patrolling a tense town in
western Myanmar collected bodies yester-
day from the debris of homes burned down
over the weekend in some of the country's
deadliestsectarian bloodshed in years.

The Buddhist-Muslim violence, which
has left at least seven people dead and
hundreds of homes torched since Friday,
poses one the biggest tests vet for
Myanmar's new government as it struggles
to reform the nation after generations of
military rule.

The United Nations said it had temporarily
relocated 44 of its 150 personnel in Rakhine
state. Local state television said cargo and
passengerboatsto Sittwe were suspended.

The handling of the unrest will draw close
scrutiny from Western powers, which have
praised President Thein Sein's administra-
tion in recent months and rewarded it by
easing years ofharsh economic sanctions.

Thein Sein declared a state of emergency
in the region late Sunday and pleaded for an
end to the "endless anarchic vengeance,"
warning that if the situation spun out of

control, it could jeopardize the democratic
reforms he has launched since taking office
lastyear.

"We have not had any sleep for the last
five days,” said Ma Ohn May, a 42-year old
textile shop owner in the coastal port of
Sittwe, adding that residents were holed up
and bracing for further ethnic clashes,
though the areawascalm yesterday.

Violence between ethnic Rakhine
Buddhists and members of a Muslim minority
who call themselves Rohingyaserupted Friday
in Rakhine state and spread Saturday to Sittwe.

The unrest - trigged by the alleged rape
and murder last month of a Buddhist girl by
three Muslims and the June 3 lynching of 10
Muslims in retaliation - stems from long-
standing tensionsin theregion.

The region's Rohingya Muslims are seen
by the government as illegal migrants from
Bangladesh and are not officially recognized
as one of the country's national ethnic
minorities. Although some are recent set-
tlers, many have lived in Myanmar for
generations. The government position has
rendered the Rohingyas effectively stateless,
and rights groups say they have longsuffered

Sutferings unbearable
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Most of the Dhaka-bound

launch services remained
suspended and highway
buses kept off the roads till
yesterday afternoon from
Sunday evening.

A small number of buses
left the capital during the
first half of yesterday. In the
city, people waited for hours
at different points for trans-
port.

"We have verbal orders
from the administration to
reduce the number of trips
to Dhaka from other parts of
the country,” said a leader of
Mohakhali Bus Terminal
Sarak Paribahan Malik
Samity (owners' associa-
tion).

Many bus owners
claimed they suspended
their service, fearing opposi-
tion supporters attempting
to travel free.

"A BNP leader paid for
two tickets, but he and his
followers occupied 40 seats
in my bus on Sunday. In this
situation, I had to suspend
the service," said the owner
of a bus on Dhaka-Bogra

route.
Almost all transport

owners have faced such
problems, he added.

An Eagle Paribahan
official claimed pro-ruling
party workers in Barisal
forced them to postpone bus
operations to Dhaka until
2:00pm yesterday.

Some owners alleged that
an artificial tailback was
created near Paturia-
Daulatdia ferry terminals
since Sunday night to delay
the passenger buses bound

for Dhaka.
In the capital, many

commuters had to walk
miles to reach destinations
yesterday.

"I waited at Shahbagh for
two hours, but failed to get a
bus. Finally, I came to my
office at Shukrabad on foot,"
said Abdullah Al Sakib, a
private firm employee.

Shakil Mahmud came

from Narayanganj with his
mother to consult doctors at
Birdem Hospital. "We have
been standing at Shahbagh
for more than one and a half
hours but have not got a bus
or auto-rickshaw," he said
around noon.

Those who managed to
reach the capital using
alternative means of trans-
port got in trouble with their
luggage.

"I came from Satkhira,
suffering a lot. Now, 1 am
waiting here for two hours
for transport,” said Chand
Miah at Gabtoli bus station
around 1:00pm.

However, the situation
started easing late in the
afternoon.

Starting Sunday evening,
the snap in river communi-
cations between Dhaka and
other districts including
Barisal and Munshiganj
continued until 2:00pm
yesterday.

"Local administration did
not allow any launch to leave
Barisal terminal for Dhaka
on Sunday evening,” alleged
Badiuzzaman Badal, senior
vice-president of
Bangladesh Inland
Waterways (passenger
carrier's) Association.

The pro-Awami League
workers at Sadarghat launch
terminal did not allow any
launch to anchor till 2:00pm,
claimed Badal. The vessels
were moored at the middle
of the Buriganga, or at
Badamtoli ghat and
Shyampur.

However, launches on
Chandpur-Dhaka and
Shariatpur-Dhaka routes
plied amid tight police
patrol.

Our correspondents from
Barisal, Munshiganj,
Narayanganj and
Manikganj, Chandpur and
Madaripur reported on the
transport mess.

People in Barisal found
no road or river transport to
go to Dhaka from Sunday

evening to yesterday noon.
No buses operated on the
Munshiganj-Dhaka route
from morning till noon
yesterday. Police did not
allow anchoring of any
passenger vessels at Mawa

ghat in the morning,
Dhaka's road communi-

cations with Narayanganj,
Manikganj and Chandpur
remained snapped from
morning to noon while in
Madaripur police allegedly
forced owners to stop launch
operations.

In the meantime, law
enforcers arrested nine
BNP-Jamaat activists in
Khulna, 44 in Comilla, 11 in
Narayanganj, seven in
Munshiganj and 18 in
Sirajganj, report our corre-
spondents.

Sources at the police
headquarters said that in 24
hours from 6:00am Sunday,
law enforcers picked up
3,665 people across the
country. Usually, the num-
berisaround 2,250 a day.

Around 100 feared
dead in Afghan quake

AP, Kabul

As many as 100 people are feared dead in an
earthquake and landslide that buried more
than 20 houses in northern Afghanistan
yesterday, officials said.

Rescuers have so far pulled two women's
bodies from the rubble of the landslide in
Baghlan province, said provincial Gov Abdul
Majid. The UN confirmed one other death and
saidhouseswere destroyed across five districts.

A massive landslide of mud and rocks
buried houses so deep in the remote moun-
tain village of Sayi Hazara that rescuers gave
up trying to use shovels to dig through the
buried buildings, said Jawed Basharat, a
spokesman for the provincial police chief
who was part of a team that examined the
village after the slide.

There were no visible signs of the build-
ings underneath.

"We need bulldozers or other machinery
to remove all this earth and get the bodies
out, or the survivors if there are any,"
Basharat said.

They knew howmany houses were buried
only from information provided by area

residents, who said between 25 and 30
housesdisappeared in the landslide.

An earthquake measuring a magnitude
5.4 struck the Hindu Kush region yesterday
morning, followed by a 5.7 quake, the US
Geological Survey said. Both were felt as far
away as the Afghan capital, Kabul, where
buildings shook.

Baghlan province's Burka district, thesiteof
the landslide, is a remote collection of
mountain villages. It takes more than two
hours to drive the approximately 40 kilometres
from the provincial capital of Pul-e-Khumri to
the area.

The policeled a team of rescue workers and
medics from Pul-e-Khumri, but discovered on
arrival that they could be of little use. The
handful of people who survived the landslide

hadalreadybeendriven toclinics.
"The ambulances were there, but there was

noone toputintheambulances," Basharatsaid.

The UN said in a statement that it was
working with local authorities to try to help in
the rescue effort but did not provide details.
Basharat said the police team was the only

group to arrive yesterday, and they returned
to Pul-e-Khumri when they realized there

Hosni Mubarak
defibrillated twice

AFP, Cairo

Ousted Egyptian president Hosni
Mubarak, who has been in critical
condition since moving to prison,
was defibrillated twice after his -
heart stopped yesterday, a prison hospital source told AFP,

Mubarak's "heart stopped twice. Doctors had to use a
defibrillator. He has been in and out of consciousness and
hasbeen refusing food," the source said.

Earlier, an interior ministry source told AFP his condition
was "critical but stable", as officials weigh transferring him

toa Cairo hospital.

The 84-year-old former strongman was sentenced to life
behind bars for suppressing a revolt against his rule in early

2011 during which nearly 850 protesters were killed.
His medical condition deteriorated and he suffered an

emotional breakdown after being moved to Tora prison on
the outskirts of Cairo on June 2, where he remains in inten-
sive care in the prison hospital.

He has suffered from acute depression since his transfer,
as well as periodic increases in blood pressure and shortness
ofbreath, the interior ministry source said.

f1-qas

AT T2-7eHes (HEh)/22-2008//0

sy e (el

e offeret wfEet qggd e Afufes fare @i/aod0
e G/od: T ofe AurEe WE-aEe e e
qORT TG ¢ wiow wfes Gu/enf efednan ft e
AAREFE  (FIOXT WFW  Fq1 A | FEAG S
br/ob/205% SIfFTLT #TE @ S2.00 THFW T SR
AT EEEELIEE FELE SAeE A6 ©eE Anfed
FEECE cMelte 2@ | @ @F I T A97d FoAF g7 q
IS TR FAST ATUT |

qreETert 2Afer St
IR AN AAS

(afers 72- >999
et (ZETHITA, BiT

wifeds olbfob/aes3fe

& (I ST 29

ToA-ifer=t Sfera (smat faet), fTwsf, orar

LL
e AW
G (2 B B o 2 B T B e e S
oAl (TETHRIGH, G




