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KHAGRACHHARI TENSE

Roadblock starts as police
intercept protesters

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Khagrachhari

Democratic Youth Forum (DYF), a front
organisation of United People's Democratic
Front, enforced a 21-hour road blockade
programme in Khagrachhari district imme-
diately after police foiled its bid to besiege
the headquarters of CHT Land Dispute
Resolution Commission in the district town
yesterday morning,

Law enforcers intercepted the leaders
and activists of DYF members when they
were marching toward the land commis-
sion's office at around 8:00am to lay a siege
to the office.

The siege programme was announced on
Saturday to press the demands for cancella-
tion of the hearing process of CHT Land
Dispute Resolution Commission and with-
drawal of the commission’'s chairman
Justice (retd) Khademul Islam Chowdhury.

According to a press release signed by
DYF Office Secretary Nicolas Chakma, road
blockade will continue from 9:00am to
6:00pm on Sunday and from 6:00am to
6:00pm on Monday.

During yesterday's road blockade
programme, the DYF members took out
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Police intercept the leaders and activists of Democratic Youth Forum (DYF) in Youngda

Bodda area in Khagrachhari town yesterday to foil their bid to besiege the headquarters
of CHT Land Dispute Resolution Commission's office in the district town.

ing tyres and vandalised atleast six vehicles.
At least five policemen were injured in an

attack by DYF activists in Shantir Bazar area of
the town. According to the acting police
superintendent, law enforcers had to fire at
least 18 rubber bullets to disperse the pickets.

Vehicular movement came to a halt on
the first of 21-hour road blockade
programm. Khagrachhari bound vehicles
remained stranded at different places of the
district until6:00pm.

Additional Police and Rab members have
been deployed at different pointsin the town
to avoid any untoward incident.

Despite the protest, the commission con-
tinued hearing at its Khagrachhari head office
yesterday. Additional Divisional
Commissioner Nurul Islam was also present.

Leaders of Nirbachita Jumma
Janapratinidi Sangsad (a platform for the
elected representatives of Jumma people) at
a rally here on Saturday also demanded
cancellation of the hearing process of CHT
Land Dispute Resolution Commission and
withdrawal of the commission's Chairman
Justice (retd) Khademul Islam Chowdhury.

They also demanded recognition of the
traditional land law of the hill people and

Two commit 'suicide’

in Thakurgaon

OUur CORRESPONDENT,
Thakurgaon

A girl and a housewife alleg-
edly committed suicide at
Ghonimoheshpur and
Doulatpur villages under
Sadar upazila on Saturday
and early yesterday:.

Police said, Juli Akhter, 12,
daughter of Johirul Islam of
Ghonimoheshpur village
under Sadar upazila killed
herself on Saturday night.

Family sources said that
the minor girl, following a
family feud, committed
suicide by hanging herself
from a beam of her room at
about 9:00pm.

On information, police
went to the spot, recovered
the body and sent it to
Thakurgaon Sadar Hospital
for autopsy.

In another incident, a

housewife allegedly com-
mitted suicide at Doulatpur
village under the same
upazila.

Victim Hafiza Begum, 35,
was wife of Shukur Mian of
the village.

Police and family sources
said that around 5:00am
yesterday the housewife
committed suicide by hang-
ing herself from the branch
of a mango tree beside her
house.

On information, police
recovered the body and sent
it to Thakurgaon Sadar

Hospital for autopsy.

The housewife had been
suffering from abdominal
pain for long. This might be
the reason behind her sui-
cide, police said.

Two unnatural death
(UD) cases were filed with
Thakurgaon police station.

15 shops, 10 houses
gutted in Jamalpur,
Rajbari fire

UNB, Jamalpur

At least 14 shops were gutted
in a devastating fire at
Jhaugara Bazar in Melandah

upazila early yesterday.
Fire service sources said

that the fire originated from
an electric short circuit at
one Enamul’s mobile servic-
ing shop at the bazaar and
soon engulfed the adjoining
13 shopsatabout 12:10am.
On information, two
firefighting units from Sadar
and Melandah fire stations
rushed to the spot and
brought the fire under con-
trol after two hours of frantic
efforts with the help of local

put the loss from the fire at

about Tk 50 lakh.
In Rajbari, at least 10

dwelling houses of five fami-
lies were gutted in a fire at
Tofadia village in Kalukhali

upazila on Saturday noon.
Fire service sources said,

the fire originated from an
electric short circuit at a
house and soon engulfed the

nine other adjacent houses.
On information, two

firefighting units from
Rajbari town and Pangsha
upazila headquarters
rushed in and doused the
blaze.

The affected house own-
ers claimed that the extent of

Lightning kills 7, hurts
3 in three districts

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Lightning killed four people in Nilphamari,
two in Satkhira and a teacher in
Thakurgaon yesterday and the day before.

Two people were killed and three others
injured in separate incidents of lightning in
Dimla and Jaldhaka upazilas of Nilphamari
yesterday morning.

The deceased were identified as Belal
Hossain, 25, son of Ashraf Ali of Akashkuri
village of Dimla upazila and Sabitri Bala, 55,
wife of Churkutu Barman of Kherkati vil-
lage of Jaldhaka upazila, reports UNB.

Locals said, a thunderbolt struck Sabitri
in the morning when she was working at
her kitchen, leaving her dead on the spot.
Belal also died in the morning after being
struck by lightning while working at a field
amid rain.

Besides, Ayub Ali, 45, of Goyabari village,
Lipi Begum, 24, wife of Shahidul Islam of
Nichpara village and Habib, 4, son of
Joymuddin of Satnai village in Dimla
upazila were injured in separate lightning
strikes.

On Saturday morning, lightning killed a
couple at Paschimpara Ghughumari village

in Jaldhaka upazila of the district.

The victims were identified as Ekabbar
Hossain, 32, and his wife Meher Banu, 25.

Witnesses said when the couple was
working in a field amid storm, a thunder-
bolt struck them at about 6:30am, leaving
themdead on the spot.

In Satkhira, thunderbolt killed Aktar
Hossain, 40, and his wife Kohinoor Begum,
35, when they were working in the com-
pound of their house at Norarchak village
under Parulia union in Debhata upazila on
Saturday evening.

In Thakurgaon, headmaster of a girls'
high school was killed by lightning at
Pandithpara village in Sadar upazila on
Saturday morning, reports our correspon-
dent.

The deceased was Moinul Haque, 52, son
of Momotazuddin of the village and head-
master of Farabari Girls' High School under
the same upazila.

Locals and police said, a thunderbolt
struck Moinul Haque around 7:00am at a
cropfield at his village when he was grazing
his cattle, leaving him dead on the spot.

Locals recovered him from the field after
the hour-long thundershower.
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Bunches of bananas lying at an orchard belonging to farmer Azizul Haq of Nurpur village

processions in the town and at other places amendments to CHT Land Dispute | people. loss from the fire could go up | IN Kushtia Sadar upazila. Griminals felled at least 400 banana trees on his three bighas of
of the district. They blocked roads by burn- Resolution Commission Act2001. The affected shop owners toTk 15 lakh. land on Friday night.
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