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CONSTITUTION DAY OF DENMARK

Ambassador's Message

for me to address the people of

Bangladesh on the occasion of
the Constitution Day of Denmark.
On the 5th of June 1849 King
Frederik V1l of Denmark approved a
democratic constitution with a two-
chamber parliament and political
parties. All subsequent changes of
our constitution have entered into
force on the 5th of June.

[ am very pleased to use the cele-

bration of our Constitution Day as an
opportunity to take stock of the
relationship between our two coun-
tries. I have seen how our long his-
tory of development cooperation has
gradually developed into a close and
well-established partnership that
includes also a strong and mutually
beneficial focus on business and
trade.

On the 4th of February this year,
we celebrated the 40 years anniver-
sary of Denmark's diplomatic recog-
nition of Bangladesh as an inde-
pendent country and the beginning
of formal bilateral relations and
cooperation between Bangladesh
and Denmark. 40 years ago, when we
first established ties with
Bangladesh, all attention was on
supporting an emerging state, a
country starting almost from scratch
and with very little besides the cour-
age, dignity and resourcefulness of
its people. Today, Bangladesh is
firmly on the road to becoming a
middle-income country, and an
example to others with her ability to
embrace people from all walks of
society as well as her understanding
of the need to engage constructively
in tackling global challenges, such as

I T is a privilege and an honour

proud of their achievements over the
last four decades. On our side, we
treasure the strong partnership that
has developed between our two coun-

tries.
Many of you will know that

Denmark for many years has been
providing substantial development
assistance to Bangladesh, especially
within the areas of human rights,
democratisation and good gover-
nance, agriculture, and water sup-
ply/sanitation. Today, our support
also includes a successful private
sector initiative called the Danida
Business Partnership Programme.
This programme, which seeks to
match and support long-term busi-
ness collaborations between compa-
nies in Bangladesh and Denmark,
contributes to growth and employ-
ment -- a top priority for both our

governments.
In recent years, we have seen a

growing interest from Danish com-
panies to do business in Bangladesh
as an emerging market for
outsourcing and investment oppor-
tunities, and we have been success-
ful in supporting this positive devel-
opment. I can only encourage the
Government of Bangladesh to con-
tinue the important efforts of further
improving the enabling environment
for doing business in Bangladesh,
which will attract more foreign direct
investments and create growth and
jobs. Since the beginning of last year
we have had two business delega-
tions in IT, water and environment,
and agricultural technologies visiting
Bangladesh, and two more are

planned for this year.
I would like to reassure you of

Denmark's continued commitment
to the longstanding and strong part-
nership with Bangladesh that has
now entered the fifth decade. I am
convinced that the warm relations
between Denmark and Bangladesh
will become even stronger over the

coming years.
If you want to learn more about

Denmark in Bangladesh, please join
the more than 21,000 likes at our
Facebook site on
www.facebook.com/ AmbDhaka. We
would be thrilled to hear your
thoughts and comments on our work
in Bangladesh.

Svend Olling

climate change. The people of

Bangladesh have good reason to be

Ambassador of Denmark to
Bangladesh

In Bangladesh, Novo Nordisk
works with local partners to
improve health for millions of
people. As a result of efforts to
istrengthen healthcare quality,
diagnosis and treatment rates

are improving. These efforts
create value both for the
Bangladeshi society and for
Novo Nordisk.

A broad portfolio of
diabetes R&D projects

Novo Nordisk is looking into ways
to defeat diabetes at all stages of
its progression. Our detailed
knowledge of the structure and
function of the hormone insulin
has provided us with a basis for
the design of new types of insulin
(modern insulins) with attributes
that meet the individual needs of
people with diabetes.

mented by an extensive range
self-administration of insulin.

changing diabetes

changing diabetes inBangladesh
through sustainable partnerships

. Novo Nordisk is a healthcare company
and a world leader in diabetes care. In
addition, Novo Nordisk has a leading
position within other areas such as
haemostasis management, growth
hormone therapy and hormone
replacement therapy. Novo Nordisk
manufactures and markets pharma-
ceutical products and services that
make a significant difference to
patients, the medical profes
sion and society.

For Novo Nordisk to be successful,
delivering healthy returns is funda-
mental. However, the vision of a more
sustainable development entails a
broader perspective. For more than a
decade, Novo Nordisk has been
pursuing this vision and approach to
doing business with the adoption of a
Triple Bottom Line philosophy, ensur-
ing it always balances social, ethical
and environmental concerns with
financial performance. This helps
define how Novo Nordisk interacts
with its key stakeholders. These are
not just formal rules, but an entire
culture that strives to establish and
maintain good governance at all
levels of the organisation.

Novo Nordisk offers one of the broadest portfolios of diabetes products in
the industry. This includes long- and rapid-acting modern insulins (insulin
analogues), a premixed range of both long- and short-acting insulin, and
a prandial glucose regulator for type 2 diabetes. Our products are comple-

of user-friendly delivery systems for

Further information Is available on request from .

Novo Nordisk Pharma (Pvt.) Ltd.

House & 26, Road # 7, Block # &, Bananl, Dhaka.
Phore : +880 2 3833701
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Danish support to climate change policies

and action in Bangladesh

LIMATE Change is
‘ considered as one of

the most serious
threats to sustainable devel-
opment. It has adverse
impacts on social, economic
and ecological resources.
Especially poor communities
and societies with few
resources are the most
affected by climate changes.
Climate changes magnify
poverty and human insecu-
rity.

Bangladesh is one of the
most vulnerable countries
with multifaceted chal-
lenges of flood, drought,
salinity intrusion, frequent
and severe cyclones, and
many other natural calami-
ties which are becoming
more severe and erratic due
to the global climate change.
Climate change, loss of
biodiversity, natural
resource depletion, and a
host of other environmental
problems, coupled with
growing energy challenges
and increasing population,
weak governance, corrup-
tion, illegal land grabbing
and other issues pose seri-
ous threats to humans and
the environment.

The Government of
Bangladesh plays a com-
mendable and pro-active
role at the global scene as
well as at the national level in
raising awareness and com-
bating climate change
effects. Denmark share
many common views with
Bangladesh on issues
related to climate change
and has in recent years
established a close and
constructive cooperation
with the Government of
Bangladesh and with a num-
ber of other national partner
organisations in Bangladesh
working on climate issues.
For many years, environ-
mental concerns have been
an integrated part of Danish
development assistance,
which today also includes
reduction of climate change
emission and climate
change adaptation,

In 2005, the Danish gov-
ernment launched a “Cli-
mate and Development
Action Programme” in order
to ensure that climate
change concerns will be
incorporated into Danish
development assistance,
including Bangladesh. In
2008 a climate change
screening study was carried
out jointly by the
Government of Bangladesh
and the Embassy of
Denmark in Dhaka for inte-
grating climate change
issues in agriculture and
water sectors and also for
identifying better adapta-
tion options. This study
showed that, climate change

is already leaving its marks
within these sectors and
hampers their functionality
by both direct and indirect
impacts creating ground
water depletion, salinity
intrusion, water sources
contamination, water and
vector borne diseases, dam-
age of water supply infra-
structure, loss of
biodiversity, loss of agricul-
tural land, changes of pro-
duction of crops and so
forth. Since climate change
is a dynamic process, the
impact will keep on chang-
ing over time, it is not possi-
ble to prescribe a hard and
fast remedial measure for
adaptation. The study ana-
lysed different risks and
challenges and potential
options for adaptation on
the basis of various geo-
graphical and ecological
zone of the country.

On the basis of that study
and from the day to day
experience, adaptation
options, both long and short
term, are now part of the
regular programmes sup-
ported by Danida. The pur-
pose for this inclusiveness is
to reduce the burden of risks
in implementing the
programmes due to climate
changes with possible adap-

tation solutions in the inter-

vention areas.

The adaptation practices
in the two sectors are basi-
cally broader approaches to
ensure best possible results
from investments.
Identifying adaptation solu-
tions in the day to day life of
the vulnerable people's
community mobilization is
a must, The resilient people
of Bangladesh have long
history of survival against
natural calamities and they
will be the best judge to
determine their options for
adaption against climate
change. We believe that
adaptation must be built on
insightful and in-depth
understanding of how cli-
mate change impacts are
experienced in a local con-
text, and draw on the knowl-
edge of local people. The
Embassy of Denmark has in
recent years supported
several community based
adaptation and disaster risk

reduction activities back
with different national and
international NGOs aiming
at establishing a sustainable
national capacity for climate
change adaptation and
disaster risk reduction. The
support includes commu-
nity-based adaptation prac-
tices, strengthening local
government institutions,
strengthening a national
flood forecasting system,
and protection of environ-
mental rights for marginal
people.

Furthermore, the
Embassy of Denmark in
Dhaka works closely with the
Ministry of Environment and
Forest supporting the inter-
national negotiations, capac-
ity building and advocacy
work. Denmark has also
supported the Government
of Bangladesh in formulat-
ing, revising and disseminat-
ing the Bangladesh Climate
Change Strategy and Action
Plan (BCCSAP) both in
English and Bengali version
and has provided initial
support to establishing the
Bangladesh Climate Change
Resilience Fund in coopera-
tion with the Government of
Bangladesh and with other

Development Partners. The
Fund is a multi-donor sup-
ported mechanism for
financing of large-scale
climate change adaptationin
Bangladesh as support to the
Bangladesh Climate Change
Strategy and Action Plan.

2012 is an important year
for development practitio-
ners, not at least due to the
Rio+20 Conference, which
will take place in late June
this year. Denmark strongly
believes that with the long
experience of Bangladesh in

sustainable development
practices, skills and exper-
tise in international negotia-
tion and strong political will
of the Government,
Bangladesh can make a
crucial contribution in this
important global discourse.

Heartiest conguatilations to the peaple of Denmark
on the cecosion ot the Danich Constitution Doy

We express our sincere thanks and appreciation to the people of Denmark
for their relentless support in the technological advancement of Bangladesh
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