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Bangladeshi expatriate artist Monirul Islam, Abul
Hasnat, editor of Kali O Kalam; Anisuzzaman, associate
professor, Department of Printmaking, Faculty of Fine
Arts (FFA), University of Dhaka; poet and architect
Rabiul Hussain, Jamal Ahmed, professor of Drawing
and Painting Department, FFA, DU; artists Abul Barq
Alvi, Maksuda Igbal Nipa, and family members of the
deceased artist, attended the programime.

The discussants talked about his life, work and con-
tributions to Bangladeshi art.

About Safiuddin Ahmed, Qayyum Chowdhury said,
“He was not only a great painter, but also a good
teacher. The death of Safiuddin is a great loss for the
whole nation, particularly in our art scene. We enriched
ourselves by discussing art with him. He was a great
inspiration. We find a unique lucidity in his works. He
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was very spick and span as well." Iduruteru cracy

Rafiqun Nabi uttered, “He was a simple and uncom-
plicated person. Needless to say, he was very meticu-
lous about his works.”

Shamsul Wares said, "After his demise, an era has
ended. He will be remembered for his commendable
works. He never showed any pride in his wisdom and
greatness. He was a self-made man.”

“Safiuddin Sir was a thoughtful and dynamic

printmaker. He was an artist with rare qualities. He was

very gentle and supportive. We learned many tech- v ) Desh TV

niques and styles from him. He created many paths in E!;fl:"'mn" el rlflLrljn” S

our art arena,” said Samarjit Roy Chowdhury. 10:100m )
Paying homage to the great artist, Muhammad

Moniruzzaman said, “Sir was a workaholic and was

always experimenting with novel themes. He was a rare

artist in our country, who never considered the com-

mercial aspect of art to be his priority.”
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Shishir Rahman, Parvin Akhter, Shamima Akhter,
Fazle Rabbi and Jannatul Ferdous. Junaid Eusuf did
the lights while Parimal Majumder was the music
director of the play.

Loko Natyadal(Banani) staged Tagore adapta-
tion “Baikunther Khata” at the National Theatre
Hall. The play, produced last year as a tribute to the
poet on his 150th birth anniversary, has been
directed by Kamrun Noor Chowdhury.

The story revolves around an intrinsic essayist
Baikuntha, who has a passion for writing on music
and history. However, his tamily members find the
work meaningless. Things start to change when a

major lacuna.

An international seminar on the diverse theatre
practices in Asia throughout the day along with
staging of four plays at three different venues in the
evening at the Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
marked a busy day at the ongoing “International
Theatre Festival, Seminar and Workshop”.

Organised by the Bangladesh Centre of Interna-
tional Theatre Institute (ITI), the festival sees its
final day today.
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ment of South Asian culture,
premiered their latest produc-
tion -- a dance drama titled
"Mawmo Manoshoshathi" -- at
the main auditorium of
Chhayanaut on May 31.

"Mawmo Manoshoshathi" is
an adaptation of a timeless Tagore
poem titled "Obhishar”, based on
a Buddhist narrative that high-
lights compassion and love for
the humanity, as propagated by
Gautama Buddha. It is the story of
Vasavdutta, a courtesan much
feted for her prowess and beauty
and a bit disdainful of admirers,
amongst them the self-effacing
and silent monk, Upagupta. Later,
though, when Vasavdutta is
atfected by disease and rejected
by all, it is this young mendicant
alone who comes to her rescue,
upholding the humane moral
values, instilled through the
teachings of Buddha.

Ranu Bhattacharyya did the
protagonist Vasavdutta while
choreographer and director of
the dance drama Rajdeep
Banerjee donned the role of

Ranu Bhattacharyya enacts the protagonist Vasavdutta while
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Rajdeep Banerjee dons the role of Upagupta in the dance drama.

Upagupta. Other featured dances
included Shammy Akter, Arthy
Ahmed, Parsa Evana, Lamiya
Saiyara, Mela, Ajama Shanuhoo
Mrinmoye, Taskin Anha, Shabbir
Ahmed Khan Biju, Amit
Chowdhury, Tahnun Ahmedy;,
Mahbub Hossain, Md. Hanif and
Nasirul Islam.

General secretary of
Shadhona, Lubna Marium
directed art and designed set and
costume for the production.
Reaz Mahmud designed light
and Ramyani Roy edited script.

Suman Sarkar directed music for
the production.

Shadhona is a trust that was
initiated with the aim of revital-
ising and expanding the hori-
zons of classical dance and
music in Bangladesh. The cen-
tre has been working tirelessly
for the last two decades to pro-
mote the opulent cultural heri-
tage of Bangladesh and South
Asla among young
Bangladeshis through various
events, workshops and training
prorammes.

Peace NGO Forum and handed them 600 tickets.

In Thursday's show she paid tribute to groups seek-
ing to help end the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

"There are some very important NGOs which are
representing both Palestine and Israel over here," she
told the audience.

"It's easy to say: 'l want peace in the world,' butit's
another thing to do it. If we can all rise above our egos
and our titles and the names of our countries and our
religions - and treat everyone around us with dignity and
respect, then we are on the road to peace,” she said.

"No conflict can ever be resolved by causing pain to
another human being.”
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