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Prisoner commits 'suicide’

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

An under trial female accused at Mymensingh Central
Jail allegedly committed suicide by hanging herself at
her cell's toilet yesterday noon. The woman was identi-
fied as Salema Khatun, 35, wife of Abdul Barek of village
Daribree in Iswarganj upazila of the district. Salema
hanged herself from the ceiling of her cell's toilet using
her scarf at around 12:50 pm, said Shafiqul Islam Khan,
superintendent of Mymensingh Central Jail. Contacted,
[swarganj police said Salema, a mother of three chil-
dren, got married with Abdul Barek, a small farmer of
village Daribree several years ago. Salema allegedly
eloped with a youth on May 8 this year. When Barek
lodged a complaint with Iswarganj police station, police
arrested Salema and her lover Azizul Haque from
Tarakanda in Phulpur upazila on May 27. Later a court
sent them to jail.

No activities at Benapole

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole, Jessore

Export through Benapole land port remained sus-
pended following assault on a Bangladeshi truck driver
by C&F agent employees at the port yesterday morning.
Imtiaz Ahmed, revenue officer at Benapole customs
cargo office said, hundreds of trucks loaded with hilsha
fish and other items got stranded on both sides of the
border after the incident. Md Shaheen Hossain, secre-
tary of truck drivers union said C&F men beat up the
truck driver after one bag jute yearn from the
Bangladeshi export truck went missing. Abul Kalam
Azad, director of Benapole port, however, said import
and other activities including loading and unloading of
goods were going on as usual at the port.

Lightning kills two

A CORRESPONDENT, Rangpur

Lightning killed two people in the district on Sunday
afternoon. The deceased were identified as Pocha Mian,
25, and his aunt Rahima Begum, 60, of Mocholmary
Gachhuyapara village of Lohanypara union in Badarganj
upazila. Prittish Kumar Sarkar, officer in-charge of
Baderganj police station said Pocha Mian and Rahima
Begum were struck by lightning while they were gossiping
at the veranda of the house of Rahima. Both of them died
on the spot, the OC added.

BCL{factionsclash

UNB, Sylhet

Three students were injured in BCL infighting in front of
Gulshan Centre at Taltala in the city on Monday after-
noon. Witnesses said two rival groups of Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL), led by Nasir and Babul, engaged in
an altercation over parking their cars in front of Gulshan
Centre. At one stage they attacked each other with sticks
and sharp weapons, leaving Jewel Ahmed, 28, Akmal
Hossain, 30, and Selim Ahmed, 25, all students of local
college, injured.

Drugpeddlersjailed

UNB, Shariatpur

A mobile court here on Monday sentenced two drug
peddlers to one year's imprisonment each. The convicts
are Hanif Hawlader, 21, son of M Delwar Hawlader of
Dogrivillage of Naria upazila in the district, and Al Amin
Bepari, 22, son of M Razzak Bepari of Khoyajpur village
in Madaripur district. Acting on a tip-off, a team of
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab-8) raided Angaria Bailey
Bridge area in the morning and arrested the two drugs
peddlers along with 109 yaba tablets. Later, a mobile
court, led by executive magistrate ANM Badludduza,
sentenced both of them to jail.

Eightheld on border

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole, Jessore

Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) arrested eight people,
including women and children, from Putkhali border
while they were illegally entering Bangladesh territory
from India yesterday afternoon. Sources at Putkhali camp
said, acting on a secret information, a team conducted a
drive in Balur Math border area and arrested two children,
three women and three men. The arrestees hailed from
Barisal district. Later, they were handed over to Benapole
port police.
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Journalists and locals form human chains, from left to right,in Mymensingh, Dinajpur and Moulvibazar towns yesterday demanding punishment to the policemen who badly injured three
journalists of the daily Prothom Alo while doing their professional duties in the capital on Saturday and the criminals who stabbed three staff of news portal bdnews.com on Monday.

Police beat up under trial
prisoner in court area

OUR CORRESPONDENT,

Pabna

Law enforcers beat up an
under trial prisoner on court
premises here yesterday. The
prisoner was taken to the
court custody as he had a
date to appear before the

court,
Earlier, Uzzal Hossain, 25,

of village Mahamudpur in
Santhia upazila of Pabna,
was arrested in a case of
firearms and bomb on

August 13, 2010.
Uzzal, also an alleged

operative ofan outlawed party;
was scheduled to appear
before Additional District

Judge Court-1 yesterday.
Bashona Khatun, wife of
Uzzal, told this correspondent
that police brought him to
court custody from the jail in

the morning for the purpose.
"When we were talking

with the lawyers in the court
area, we saw police taking
my husband to hospital”,
she said adding, "I rushed to
the spot and came to know
that Uzzal fainted following

assault by policemen”.
Refuting the allegation of

torture at court custody,
Court Inspector Md Robiul
Islam said “Uzzal became
senseless due to excessive
hot weather. Police took him

to hospital for treatment.”
Dr Omar Faruk Miah,

emergency medical officer
at Pabna Medical College
Hospital, said, "After pri-
mary examination, I advised
for X-ray of whole body of
Uzzal, as he was complain-
ing of severe pain allover his
body. However, I did not see
any major sign of torture in

his body."

When Uzzal was taken
back to jail after primary
treatment at the hospital, he
fainted again in front of the
court police rooms near
Pabna DC office building at

about 12:00 pm.
Superintendent of Pabna

police Jahangir Hossain
Matobbar said that a com-
mittee to investigate the
matter had already been
formed.

"In primary investigation,
we came to know that the
incident took place following
an altercation over quality of
food at the custody,” he said
adding, "Some policemen

beat him up after that.”
"We have already sus-

pended Habilder Moslem
Uddin, in-charge of the
court custody,” Jahangir
said, adding "If the probe
committee finds him guilty,
then we will take further
punitive steps.”

72 teachers, students
of Kurigram college
food-poisoned

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Kurigram.

Atleast 72 people, including
teachers and students of a
college, fell sick after taking
stale food brought from a
hotel in Nageswari upazila
on Sunday.

Twenty of them were
admitted to the upazila
health complex while the
rest given first aid.

Locals said a view
exchange meeting on
development of education
quality of students was
held at Nageswari
Women's College attended
by teachers, students and
suardians.

Following the meeting,
food items purchased in
parcel from Banaful Hotel
and Restaurant near the
college were distributed
among the participants.

Hours after having the
food, they were admitted to
the health complex with
stomach pain, vomiting,
fever and headache.

They fell sick due to food
poisoning, said Dr Amjad
Hossain, residence medical
officer of the health com-
plex.

Civil Surgeon Reazul
Islam visited the health
complex following the
incident.
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Logs of seven roadside mahogany trees, illegally felled by two Sramik League men at
Durakutiin Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila, are kept on the premises of a local sawmill.

Sramik League leaders
fell roadside trees

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Lalmonirhat

Seven roadside mahogany
trees were felled allegedly by
Sramik League men at
Durakuti village in
Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila

inthe last two days.
Locals alleged that

Mogholhat union Sramik
League President Shahjalal
Miah alias Monu and
General Secretary Abu
Bakkar Siddique cut down

the trees along Durakuti-
Velabari road and sold them

to a sawmill at Durakuti

Bazar for Tk two lakh.
The villagers said as they

tried to prevent the labour-
ers from felling the roadside
trees, the Sramik League

leaders showed false auction
papers of Lalmonirhat
district council.

Abbas Miah, 30, of
Durakuti village said they
could not stop the Sramik
League men from felling the
trees as they showed an
auction document of the
district council.

Yunus Ali, head assistant
of Lalmonirhat district
council, said the council
didn't sell the roadside trees
in auction and issue any
written order in this regard.

Contacted, Mohammad
Shahjahan, chief executive
officer (CEQ) of the district
council, said they will take
necessary actions against
the persons responsible for

cutting down seven roadside
trees, showing false docu-
ments.

Felling of roadside trees
without wvalid documents
from the authorities con-
cerned is a punishable
offence. “We will go for legal
action against the offenders
after investigation,” the CEO
said.

Sawmill owner Khorsed
Alam said he purchased
seven mahogany trees from
Shahjalal Miah alias Monu
and Abu Bakkar Siddique for

Tk two lakh.
“Monu and Bakkar told

me that they felled the trees
after getting a legal auction
order from the district
council,” Khorshed said.
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Students of Rajshahi Government College form a human chain at Zero Point in Rajshahi

city yesterday demanding early publication of their results and steps to minimise session
jam in different courses under the National University.
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