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Worldwide, 1000 women die every day due to complications during pregnancy
and childbirth up. In developing countries, conditions related to pregnancy and
childbirth constitute leading causes of death among women of reproductive
age. Four main killers cause around 70% of maternal deaths worldwide. These
include severe bleeding, infections, unsafe abortion, and hypertensive
disorders. Bleeding after delivery can kill even a healthy woman, if unattended,
within two hours, The state of maternal health reflects the gap between the rich
and the poor, A woman's lifetime risk of dying from complications in childbirth
pregnancy is and average of one in 120 in developing countries, compared to
one in 44,300 in developed countries, maternal mortality is higher in rural
areas and among poorer and less educated communities. Most maternal deaths
can be prevented by 'Safe Delivery' through skilled care at childbirth and
access to emergency obstetric care,

Every minute of every day, somewhere in the world,
and most often in a developing country, a woman dies
from complications related to pregnancy or childbirth.
In Bangladesh, an estimated 7,300 women die every year due to pregnancy-related causes. The percentage of
women dying in childbirth in Bangladesh is more than 70 times higher compared to a woman in a developed
country.

In Bangladesh, the maternal mortality ratio dropped by 40% during last 9 years, and is now down to
194/100.000 life birth (BMMS 2010). Bangladesh is on track to achieve MDGS, and that is a remarkable
achievement. But we cannot be complacent, the maternal mortality is still high. Most babies in Bangladesh are
bom in their homes, their mothers being assisted by an  untrained, unsupervised provider, often a traditional
birth attendant (dai) or relative. Most of these tragic maternal deaths could have been averted had someone with
the right midwifery skills be at the bedside of the pregnant woman.

When a woman dies due to pregnancy-related complications, the chance of survival of her newborn drastically
reduced. A woman's death is more than a personal tragedy; it represents an enormous cost to her family. her
community, and the nation at large, To protect such loss, we have to ensure that every pregnant woman in
Bangladesh receives the care she needs to be safe and healthy throughout her pregnancy. And the reason is that
any pregnancy can end with potentially life-threatening complication. One simply cannot adequately predict the
outcome of a pregnancy. And because of this unpredictability, it is critical every pregnant woman has access to
a skilled health provider with midwifery skills, be it a community skilled birth attendant, a midwife, a nurse.

The good news is that for over one and a half years, Bangladesh has made very good progress on developing
the midwifery cadre by educating and traiming according to international standards. This is a significant and
highly commendable step in the right direction towards according MDGs 4 and 5 by 2015, So far, 180
midwives have graduated, and another 400 are being trained, out of a target of 3,000 by 2015. Though stll
small in numbers, this represents an important step towards improving the maternal and neonatal health care in
Bangladesh, This mitiative followed HE Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's commitment to Maternal and child
Health that she presented to the international community in September 2010 during the MDG Summit in New
York. The initiative to educate quality midwives in accordance with international standards illustrates a strong
national commitment to reduce maternal mortality and to save the lies of our mothers, Bangladesh midwives
will be as professional as those in other counties. Working within the health system, they will be able to
address the three pillars of reducing maternal death, namely the promotion of family planning, ensuring that the
midwives will make a visible change in the reduction of maternal mortality in Bangladesh, as they have done in
other counties.

5o, on this Safe Motherhood Day, let us pledge that we work towards a Bangladesh where in future all women
deliver their babies in the presence of a professional skilled provider and that this key service is integrated into
the health system. After all, no women should die while giving life. Women deliver for us, evey day, isn't time

we deliver skilled care for them?

Arhur Erken
UNFPA Representative, Bangladesh
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It is encouraging that Bangladesh is observing Safe Motherhood Day 2012. Bangladesh
has made commendable strides in decreasing maternal mortality. Concerted efforts have
helped to reduce maternal mortality by 40 per cent between 2001 and 2010. Therefore, this
country is on track to achieve MDG 5. We are aware that more work needs to be done to
reduce the current Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) of 194 per 100,000 live births to 143
by 2015,

Alarmingly. Bangladesh is losing 20 mothers a day due to obstetric complications. Quality
round-the-clock Emergency obstetric and Newborn Care (EmONC) supported by an
adequately skilled workforce in designated health facilities is instrumental to saving
maternal and newborn lives. Obstetric danger signs should be identified quickly and
provision for emergency referral and prompt treatment in health facilities should be in
place.

The Government of Bangladesh accords highest priority to maternal and
newbom health as clearly articnlated in the national development framework
and has made consistent progress, since the global safe motherhood initiative
was translated into action in the country. Midwifery and Emergency Obstetric
Care services are provided, and detection and appropriate referral of obstetric
compheations for timely access to appropnate care are implemented. The
Government is currently strengthening community clinics to provide integrated
SCTVICES.

UNICEF has been supporting the Government of Bangladesh to improve Emergency
Obstetric Care by improving public health facilities, strengthening information
management systems and establishing Women Friendly Hospitals to deliver quality
services for Women.

In addition, with financial assistance form our donors, UNICEF has been working closely
with the government, other United Nations (UN) agencies and non-governmental
organisations to strengthen community and facility based maternal, newborn and child
health services in 30 districts. UNICEF also supports nutrition programmes to improve the
nutritional status of women and children.

UNICEF has recently decentralized and strengthened its field offices by deploying
specialist staff in health and nutrition to ensure better monitoring of programme
implementation. To achieve the MDGs with equity, UNICEF and other UN agencies will
work in 20 low performing districts to achieve better results for children and women.

Recognizing the unmet and growing needs for professional midwives, HE
prime Minister of Bangladesh committed to training 3,000 midwives by 20135,
to provide round the clock midwifery services at health facilities.
Subsequently, the Govemment of Bangladesh, with support from WHO,
initiated a 6-midwives advance midwifery education programme for existing
Registered Nurse-midwives (RNMs) to bring them up fo national and
international standards. A first cohort of 60 students from three training sites
graduated in April 2011, Training capacity and service delivery is now
expanded to meet the needs for “Safe Delivery."

WHO would like to congratulate all Mothers in Bangladesh of the occasion of
the *Safe Motherhood Day 2012' and wish them healthy and prosperous life.

WHO remains committed collaborating closely with the Government and its
pariners to give all Mothers in Bangladesh 'Safe Delivery."

KA

Dr Khaled Hassan
WHO Representative to Bangladesh ai.

We congratulate everyone who has worked tirelessly to organize the events for Safe
Motherhood Day at national and sensational levels, UNICEF is committed to improving
maternal, neonatal and child survival interventions in Bangladesh on its journey to achieve
MDG 4 & 5. We believe that by collectively working with the government and
development partners, Bangladesh will be able to bring positive impact on the lives of
thousands of women, children and their families.

Pascabh¥illeneuve

Representative, UNICEF Bangladesh
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