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Registered primary
schools to be
nationalised;: PM

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday announced that the
government had agreed in principle to nationalise all regis-
tered primary schools of the country in three phases.

She said she had directed the authorities concerned to
frame a policy for the nationalisation of registered non-
government primary schools for further development of the
country's primary education.

There are some 22,961 non-government registered pri-
mary schools across the country with 90,000 teachers and 41
lakh students.

The announcement came at a meeting with a delegation of
Bangladesh Non-Government Primary Teachers Unity
Council ather office.

The PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad briefed report-
ers after the meeting.

Hasina said the government would not allow setting up of
any primary school withoutits permission,

Mentioning that primaryeducation is the base of all educa-
tion, the premier stressed the need for further strengthening
this basiceducation.

She mentioned that the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had nationalised primary schools
immediately after the country'sindependence.

The government

Photojournalists stage a demonstration before Jatiya Press Club in the capital yesterday protesting
Saturday's police assault on three of their colleagues from Prothom Alo.
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In the new education
policy, primary education was extended to up to class eight to

keep pace with the modern world, she said.
Hasina said the introduction of exams like primary termi-

nal, Junior School Certificate and Junior Dakhil Certificate has
removed the fear surrounding board exams from the minds of

the students and increased the pass rate tremendously.
Referring to the excellent results of this year's Secondary

School Certificate exam, Hasina hoped that the pass percent-

age would gradually increase to cent percent in the future,
Primary and Mass Education Minister Dr Afsarul Ameen

and State Minister M Motahar Hossain, Awami League
Presidium Member Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, PM's
Private Secretary Nazrul Islam Khan and the council Adviser
Munsur Ali, Chairman Aminul Islam, Co-chairman Abdus
Salam Mia, Member Secretary Abdur Rahman Bacchu and
Joint Member Secretary Mahbub Alam also spoke on the
occasion,

policy for the

SAGAR-RUNI MURDER

JSD questions
govt role

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD) yesterday said that the failure
to identify the killers of Sagar and Runi and the disappearance
ofIlias Ali has raised questions about the role and administra-

tion of the present government.

Moreover, incidents of disappearances, crossfire and
encounters have made efforts by the government to establish
rule of law in the country controversial, party leaders said ata
meeting ofJSD's national committee.

JSD President Hasanul Haque Inu, General Secretary Sharif
Nurul Ambia and Executive President Moinuddin Khan Badal
were present at the meeting held at the party's central office in
the capital, said a press release.

At the meeting, party leaders called on main opposition
BNP to propose possible alternatives to interim government
system, as there are no prospects of reinstating the traditional

caretaker government system.

The BNP'slack of sincerity in discussing the issue has made
an acceptable national election uncertain, the leaders
observed.

They also called on the government to formulate electricity
use policies and buying rice straight from farmers due to low
market prices, the release said.

Teach Out-of-the-Box

Champs21.com, an initiative of The Daily Star, is the first ever e - Learning service of Bangladesh for
both Bangla and English medium school students. After its launching in October 2010,
Champs21.com has been catering to both Bangla and English medium students, primarily offering a
range of e-learning tools including self-assessment test service; math based interactive games and
science 3D videos to assist students in Mathematics and Science towards stronger academic

foundation.

After receiving a warm welcome from different stakeholders of the education system, we are now
aiming for an ambitious expansion, so that we could serve our children with better education service.
To fulfill that goal, we need full-time & part-time teachers who have what it takes to share our vision of
educating the nation, bringing them in touch with technology, and making a new generation of

champion learners!

The incumbent will be responsible for the development of learning materials as per the approved
curriculum of schools (both English and Bangla medium).

Full Time & Part Time Teachers

Subjects: Mathematics, Science & English

Job Requirements:

At least 10 years experience of teaching in respective subjects in secondary school level

« Computer literacy

+ At least a Bachelor degree; Masters degree is preferred
Strong ability in written communication in both English and Bangla

« Good interpersonal skill

« Capability of taking personal ownership of our exciting projects, and delivering against deadline

We are looking forward to resumes along with a Cover Letter and a copy of recent Passport size
photograph within 5th June, 2012 to the following address. Please mention “Full-Time” or “Part-Time
preferences on the top of cover letter or you can mail your CV to the following mail address.
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Journos protest police
action on 3 lens men

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Journalists of different media houses staged
a two-hour sit-in before the capital’s Jatiya
Press Club yesterday protesting Saturday's
police assault on three photojournalists.

Meanwhile, different organisations
condemned the incident and demanded
legal action against the policemen
involved.

Policemen, led by Shahidul Islam, assis-
tant commissioner of Tejgaon division,
swooped on the photojournalists while
they were taking shots of a demonstration
staged by the students of Dhaka Women
Polytechnic Institute around 1:00pm.

Photojournalists throughout the coun-
try will stage demonstrations in their
respective districts and before Jatiya Press
Club in the capital today if the policemen

concerned are not arrested.
It was decided at a meeting among lead-

ers of Bangladesh Federal Union of
Journalists, Dhaka Union of Journalists,
Dhaka Reporters Unity and
Photojournalists Association yesterday.

Earlier, they staged the sit-in from
around 11:00am.

The leaders demanded compensation
for the assaulted photojournalists of
Bangla daily Prothom Alo -- Khaled Sarkar,
Sajid Hossain and Zahidul Karim.

They also demanded recording of a case
against the policemen concerned.

Meanwhile, different organisations said
temporary suspension and closing are not
adequate punitive measures.

Transparency International Bangladesh
Executive Directive Iftekharuzzaman, in a
statement, said, “We demand exemplary
punishment of the perpetrators. Simple
closing and temporary suspension are far
from enough.”

Ain O Salish Kendra, a rights body, in a

Photojournalists will
stage countrywide
demonstrations today

press release, termed the assault “a bar to
the freedom of opinion”.

Sammilito Sangskritik Jote, Bikalpadhara
Bangladesh, Ganosanghati Andolan,
Progressive Art and Mass Workers' Forum,
Bangladesh Jatiya Chhatra Dal and
Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami also con-
demned the assault.

Some BNP leaders led by its standing
committee member Abdul Moyeen Khan,
on behalf of BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia,
visited the three injured journalist at
Trauma Centre in the capital last night.

AIR POLLUTION

DoE orders
closure of
re-rolling
mills, fines
Tk401akh

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Environment department
ordered closure of two steel
re-rolling mills at Demra in
the capital yesterday on
charge of polluting air and
otheranomalies.

Mohammad Munir
Chowdhury, director of
Department of Environment
(DoE), handed down the
penalty and fined them Tk 40
lakh as an enforcement team
detected those had been
running for a decade without
environmental clearance.

The mills penalised were
Mohana Steel and Re-rolling
Mill Ltd and Zahir Steel and
Re-rolling Mills Ltd.

The steel mills are
regarded as 'red category’
industries in the environ-
mental conservation law and
highly pollutant and hazard-
ous for environment, but the
owners have been operating
the mills without setting up
legally mandatory fume
extraction system.

They had so far released
more than one lakh cubic
meters of polluted air con-
taining metals like lead and
chromium extremely haz-
ardous for public health, said
Munir, adding that an instant
examination found 725
microgram suspended parti-
cles in the local air while
tolerable level in Bangladesh
was 200 micrograms.

The mill owners also
evaded Tk 20 lakh govern-
ment revenue, he said.

The DoE director fined
Mohana Steel and Re-rolling
Mill owner Haji Nurul Islam
Tk 25lakh and Zahir Steel and
Re-rolling Mills owner Md
ZahirulIslam Tk15 lakh.

He also ordered closure of
the mills and wrote to Board
of Investment, Bangladesh
Bank and Power
Development Board for
cancellation of the mills'
registration, bank loan and
electricity connection.

"Pollution level in the steel

mill sector is dreadful," he
told The Daily Star, "Entre-
preneurs in the sector cannot

be rectified without stringent
enforcement oflaw."

5 fruit shops
fined for
adulteration

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A mobile court yesterday
fined five fruit shops at
Shantinagar in the capital Tk
50,000 for selling adulter-
ated fruits and destroyed 150
kgadulterated mangoes.

While conducting a drive,
the court led by Executive
Magistrate Abu Sayed
detected the presence of
calcium carbide and forma-
lin in the mangoes of these
shops.

The court fined Tk 10,000
to each of the shops -
Messers Shahid Fal Bhandar,
Shahzahan Foods, Abdur
Rashid Food Store, Karim
Kutir and Siraj Food and
destroyed 150 kg mangoes of
the shops, said BSTI a press
release.

Dhaka district adminis-
tration and Bangladesh
Standards and Testing
Institution (BSTI) jointly
conducted the drive,
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This is to inform our valued clients, partners, stakeholders, patrons and
well-wishers that the name of Advanced Data Networks System Limited
has been changed to ADN Telecom Limited.

Papyrus, ADN. 2012
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