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Translate works
of Nazrul: PM

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday urged
all to work for building such a Bangladesh
where every citizen will enjoy equal and basic
rights breaking the vicious cycle of poverty as
dreamt by National Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam and
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

She said, “We want to build a Bangladesh
where every citizen will enjoy equal and basic
rights. There'll be no difference among the
citizens. Women will enjoy their just rights. 1
urge all to work towards building such a
Bangladesh.”

The prime minister was speaking at the
inauguration of Bangladesh-India Joint
Celebration of the 90th Anniversary of the
great poem 'Bidrohi' and Celebration of 113th
Birth Anniversary of Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam
held at the Bangabandhu International
Conference Centre.

[ndian Minister for Law,
Justice and Minority Affairs
Salman Khurshid spoke on
the occasion as a guest of
honour. State Minister for
Cultural Affairs Adv Pramod
Mankin and granddaughter
of the poet Khilkhil Kazi
spoke at the programme
held with Information and
Cultural Affairs Minister
Abul Kalam Azad in the
chair.

Professor Emeritus
Raligul Islam, chairman of
the Trustee Board of Nazrul
Institute, delivered the -\-‘-r: .
commemorative lecture. FEEES fﬁa# 2
Cultural Affairs Ministry
Secretary Suralya Begum
gave the address ol wel-
come at the joint celebra-
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
speaks at an event held on the
occasion of Poet Kazi Nazrul

tions organised by the Islam's birthday.

cultural affairs ministry.

Mentioning that Nazrul's thoughts inspire
people in every sphere of life, the prime minister
said Nazrul and Bangabandhu were at the same
horizonideologically and philosophically.

“Nazrul had desired to build an exploita-
tion-free society. Bangabandhu had also
dreamt of building Sonar Bangla free from
exploitation and poverty,” she said.

Paving rich tributes to the National Poet,
the premier said the 'Rebel’ is an immortal
creation of poet Nazrul. He wrote the poem in
December, 1921 and it was published in the
'Bijli' in January, 1922. "The 'Rebel’ is one of
the best poetry works of the world.”

“Nazrul brought not only a rebellion, but

also a revolution in the Bengali poetry,” she
added.

The prime minister said the life and works
of the greatest Bangalee of all time
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman were
highly influenced by Nazrul.

"Both are rebellious--one through literary
works and another through politics. Both had
fought for realising people's rights. Both were
highly vocal against communalism and reli-
gious lundamentalism,” Hasina pointed out.

Hasina said Nazrul is the poet of equality,
the poet of non-communalism. People of all
classes and strata, irrespective of religion,
caste, creed and rich and poor, were equal to
him. "Nazrul is our close kin in our time of joys
and sorrows.”

Urging all concerned (o translate the works
of Nazrul into all popular languages of the
world, the premier said the government would

provide all necessary sup-
SN porttothis end.

She said Nazrul Institute
has already published some
works of the poet in English,
French, Latin, China,
German and Hindi lan-
guages. A programme has
been undertaken (o trans-
late some of his works into
Arabic.

She said a memorial
centre is being built at

oL Dharmasagar in Comilla in

LA commermoration of Nazrul.

5.~ “Such centres will also be

« %, built in Chittagong, Sylhet,

- . +.», Rajshahi and Teota of
e /ar? 4 Manikganj," she added.

In his address, Salman
Kurshid said India is com-
mitted to building a strong
and multifaceted partner-
ship with Bangladesh and to
addressing all issues in a
constructive and positive spirit.

“There're vast opportunities that await us
and we should exploit these together for our
mutual benefits. The celebrations today
should guide us o explore new avenues of
cooperation,” she added.

Salman Kurshid also said Kazi Nazrul Islam
was a versatile genius, a son of India and the
National Poet of Bangladesh. "He (Nazrul) has
remained a bridge between our peoples and a
symbol of ourshared heritage,” Salman added.

Earlier, the prime minister handed over the
Kazi Sabyasachi prize (o veteran reciter Kazi
Abu Zafar Siddiqui, the descendant of poet
Kazi Nazrul Islam.
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India to change
constitution

to exchange
enclaves

UNB, Dhaka

An amendment to the Indian
Constitution is being drafted
to enable the exchange of 111
Indian enclaves in
Bangladesh and 51
Bangladeshi enclaves in the
Indian territory, said Indian
External Affairs Minister S M
Krishna.

“The government is com-
mitted to the earliest imple-
mentation of the Protocol and
Land Boundary Agreement
(between the two countries)
that would result in exchange
of enclaves,” he said in a letter
to CPIeader Prabodh Panda.

The protocol and the
agreement, signed during
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh's visit to Bangladesh in
September last year, are sub-
ject to ratification by both
governments, according to a
report carried by the Indian
Express.

“The ratification, therefore,
necessitates an amendment
of the Constitution. Necessary
preparations to place a draft
amendment bill belore parlia-
ment are underway,” Krishna
said, adding that these would
“enter into force on the date of
exchange of Instruments of
Ratification” and facilitate the
exchange of these enclaves.

Krishna's letter came after
Panda raised the issue in Lok
Sabha earlier this month
asking the government to take
urgent steps to exchange the
enclaves and provide much-
needed relief to thousands of
peopleliving in these areas.

Panda had said 37,100
Indians were living in these
enclaves and 14,200
Bangladeshis living here, as
per the latest census carried
outjointly by both countries.

“These large number of
people of both countries are
deprived of political rights
and do not enjoy social facili-
ties that are necessary for
development of individuals
inafreesociety,” he had said.
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Plan Bangladesh congratulates

Nishat Mazumder, the first Bangladeshi
woman to conquer the Mount Everest!

&

M A Mohit, the first Bangladeshi man who
conquered the Mount Everest for the second
time!

Plan Bangladesh is especially proud of Nishat

as she is the Champion of Plan’s ‘Because |
am a Girl (BIAAG)’ Campaign.

BIAAG aims to create a lasting impact on the
lives of approximately half a billion girls in
resource poor countries by influencing duty
bearers at local, national and international
levels for positive policy change in order to
improve the lives of girls all over the world.

“It feels good to be back to my roots and to be a part of its future.”

Saharasri Subrata Roy Sahara

Managing Worker & Chairman

Sahara India Pariwar
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