City

DHAKA THURSDAY MAY 24, 2012

20

EIN §NFETY7

BSRM X015

Feel safe with Xtreme Inside

MNew

Arrival

@The Baily Star

THANEEDM

A

18 Months 12 Months

12 Months

Philips 32"HD Ready LCDTV at Tk. 3,206° PHILIPS

Up to |18 Equal Monthly Installments available at 0% Interest

||Peusny)

For More Information:
9855366-8,01712-665463

*Conditions apply

Catching up
with time

Ctg's giant commodity hub
Khatunganj tune itself to tech

SOHEL PARVEZ,

Chittagong city's bustling commodity hub Khatunganj,
which has given birth to a number of well-known local
conglomerates such as Partex Group, Abul Khair Group,

PHP Group and TK Group, is changing.
Large and medium commodity market leaders are

hiring trained executives in top and mid level positions
and embracing IT in their bid to better manage busi-

nesses and grow further.
Smaller ones are also slowly following suit. Many small

traders have begun to use smart phones to monitor
prices of commodities on the global market -- a sign that
shows a gradual shift in mode of business at Khatunganj

since the 1990s.
Before that, traders used to sit behind wooden cash

boxes and deal with buyers coming from different parts

of the country to the commodity hub spanning over a
SEE PAGE 19 COL 5
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Traders in Chittagong city's
business hub Khatunganj
are embracing modern
technology in doing busi-
ness. A trader checks cur-
rent prices of commodities
on the market on his
smartphone before making
a deal.
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Prof Muzéffer

Sahara Group, an Indian busi-

laid to rest

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

ness conglomerate, yesterday
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding for investment

Target low-cost
townships

India's Sahara Group signs deal with govt

Unnayan Kartripakkha, signed
the MoU in Dhaka.

The MoU does not have any
legal binding but it contains
the intent of the government
and Sahara India Parivar to

in low-cost township schemes

in Bangladesh.
Chairman Subrata Roy

Sahara and from the
Bangladesh side Syed
Matlubur Rahman, joint secretary (devel-
opment), housing and public works, and
Nurul Huda, chairman of Rajdhani

Prof Muzaffer Ahmad was
an unwavering and fear-
less advocate for peace
and civic rights, said emi-
nent personalities yester-

day, lamenting his demise.
The noted economist
SEE PAGE 19 COL 2

work mutually for the develop-

ment of Bangladesh.
Sahara is going to set up an

office in Dhaka and submit
Subrata Roy proposals to the government
tofinalise a deal.

After the signing ceremony, Subrata
SEE PAGE 12 COL 4

Govt out to
interfere in
judiciary
BNP tells foreign
diplomats

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government was
interfering in judicial
affairs and that was why
senior opposition leaders
had not got bail in an
arson case, leaders of the
main opposition BNP told
foreign diplomats during

a meeting yesterday.
Meeting sources said

the leaders also briefed
the diplomats on the
latest political situation in

the country.
SEE PAGE 19 COL 8

3-YEAR JAIL FOR (GRAFT

Verdict against
Mosharraf upheld

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court (HC) yesterday

Hasan Khan Aslam and

N " Assistant Attorney General

Sadhan Kumar Banik told The

upheld a 20-year-old verdict
by a lower court that had sen-
tenced former state minister
for energy AKM Mosharraf
Hossain to jail for three years
on charge of misappropriating
state money.

Mosharraf would have to
surrender before the lower court immedi-
ately which would send him to jail,
Assistant Attorney General MA Kamrul

Mosharraf Hossain

| Daily Star shortly after the
court passed the order.

The then Bureau of Anti-

Corruption (now defunct) had
filed the case with Motijheel

Police Station on January 29,
1991

[t accused Mosharraf of

misappropriating Tk 5.64 lakh from the
government exchequer in the name of his

SEE PAGE 19 COL 8

The summer heat makes the inside of stationary buses really hot. Two transport workers, unable to find shade or stay
inside their bus, take refuge under it. The photo was taken in Motijheel, Dhaka.
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LITARY TRANSPORT

A1r Force to buy
4 US aircraft

DiPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

In a bid to modernise the tactical transport aircraft fleet
of the Air Force, Bangladesh will purchase four Lockheed
MC-130Es from the United States at an estimated cost of

$180 million.
According to the US Defence Security Cooperation

Agency (DSCA), the proposed sale would cover the "re-
generation, overhaul, modification and logistics sup-

port" ofthe second-hand Hercules.
The package would also include 20 Rolls-Royce T56

engines to be provided as excess defence articles, plus
training and other equipment and services associated

with the upgrade.
DSCA notified the US Congress on May 22 of “a possi-

ble Foreign Military Sale to the Government of
Bangladesh to provide regeneration, overhaul, modifica-
tion, and logistics support for four Lockheed Martin C-
130Es and associated parts, equipment, and training for

an estimated cost of $180 million.”
“The proposed sale will contribute to the foreign
SEE PAGE 12 COL 3

DISAPPEARANCES

UK calls
for neutral
probe

ANSAR AHMED ULLAH,
from London

The UK has pressed for
impartial and transparent
investigations into disap-
pearance of BNP leader M
[lias Ali and others, said
British Minister of State,
Foreign and
Commonwealth Office
Lord Howell on Monday.
"We are concerned

about the disappearance
SEE PAGE 12 COL 4
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Do you think the government
will be able to unearth the racket

behind the black marketing of

camp

Nishat starts
from base

tomorrow
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YOU MAY ALSO VOTE AT cer-in-charge of Hatikumrul Highway Police Station.

\. fasbookcom/dailystamews ./
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tion for descending and
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Quit smoking
or miss out
on promotion

efforts to cajole workers to quit smoking.

10-TRUCK ARMS HAUL
NSI involvement

ignored in probe

furnace oil from the state-owned STAR REPORT _ : AFP, Seoul Our CORRESPONDENT, Cig
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Though former CMP commissioner SM Sabbir Ali had
expressed his suspicion that some NSI officials were
involved in unloading a huge cache of guns and explo-
sives at the CUFL jetty in 2004, a probe committee did not

Sabbir said this before a court here yesterday during
his deposition as the 11th prosecution witness in two
cases in connection with the seizure of 10 truckloads of
arms and explosives in the wee hours of April 2, 2004.

He told probe committee chief Omar Faroque, the
home secretary at that time, about his suspicion that

Intelligence (NSI) director

general Brig Gen (retd) Abdur Rahim and its deputy

SEE PAGE 19 COL 4
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