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Road crashes
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Nine of the deceased were

identified as Chandu Miah,
30, Alam, 35, Golam, 30, Shah
Alam, 35, Abdul Razzak, 35,
Shahdat Hossain, 20, and
Abdul Latif, 35, of Dhunot
upazila in Bogra, and Aiyub
Ali, 40, and Nur Hossin, 22, of
Raiganjupazilain Sirajgani.

Most of the passengers
killed were day labourers and
travelling on the roof of the
bus, police said.

Relatives of the victims
took away seven dead bodies
from the spot, theyadded.

Belal Hossain, a passenger
who survived, said that they
were going to Bera in Pabna
to harvest paddy. A number
of passengers swam to safety.

The injured passengers
were rushed to upazila health
complex.

In Rajshahi, a head-on
collision between a sand-
laden truck and a newspa-
per-carrying pickup van in
Puthia upazila left four peo-
pledead and five injured.

The deceased are pickup
van driver Zahurul Haque,
30, and its passengers Abu
Bakkar, 65, of Natore, and
Ripan Sheikh and Touhidul
Islam, 35, of Bogra.

The Natore-bound sand-
laden truck from Charghat
upazila and the Rajshahi-
bound pickup van from
Sirajganj collided face to face
on the Dhaka-Rajshahi high-
way at Shibpurhat around
8:30am, killing the van driver
instantly.

The eight critically injured
were taken to Rajshahi
Medical Collage and Hospital
(RMCH) where three of them
succumbed to their injuries,
reports our Rajshahi
University correspondent.

SI Amanullah, in-charge
of Baneshwar police box,
confirmed theaccident.

According to our Sylhet
correspondent, three brick-
field workers were crushed
under the wheels of a truck in
Bahubal upazila of Habiganij.

Police identified the
deceased as Shamsu Miah,
Lal Miah and Safar Al.

All the victims aged
between 25 and 30 years were
hailed from Charigaon

Hafizpur village in the
upazila.

A stone-laden truck skid-
ded off the Dhaka-Sylhet
highway and ran over the
three workers standing
beside the highway around
6:30am, Rafiqul Islam, in-
charge of Shayestaganj
Highway Police Station, told
The Daily Star.

On information, police
rushed to the spot and recov-
ered the bodies, said the
police official adding that the
driver fled the scene leaving
the truck on the spot.

In Tangail, a truck
rammed a tempo on the
Dhaka-Tangail highway at
Solla in Kalihati killing three
people on the spot and injur-
ingsixothers.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Liakat Hossain, 50,
Abdur Razzak, 25, and Manik
Miah, 22, of Gohalia Bari
village in the upazila, reports
our Tangail correspondent.

A child was killed and his
parents were injured in
Kishoreganj when two CNG-
run auto-rickshaws collided
head on.

Two auto-rickshaws col-
lided on the Kishoreganj-
Bhairab highway at
Chariakona area in Katiadi at
around 12:30pm leaving
Hamim, 4, dead on the spot
and his parents Jamshed Mia,
35 and Fazila Begum, 26,
critically injured, our
Kishoreganj correspondent
reports.

The injured were taken to
Bajitpur Zahirul Islam
Medical College Hospital.

In Natore, a housewife was
strangled to death when her
scarf got entangled with the
wheel of a battery-run auto-
rickshaw in Chairmail area
under the upazila.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Ratna Begum, 30, wife
of Anowar Ali of Kazipur
village, reports our Natore
correspondent.

While sitting inside the
auto-rickshaw, her neck
scarf got entangled with one
of its wheels suffocating her.
At one point she fell off the
vehicle and was dragged
along by the scarf, locals and

police said.

Locals rushed Ratna to
Natore sadar hospital where
the on-duty doctor declared
her dead.

Air Force
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policy and national security of
the United States by enabling
the Bangladesh Air Force
(BAF) to use its C-130 fleet to
respond more capably to
humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief needs in the
region and support
Bangladesh's significant
contributions to United
Nations Peacekeeping
Operations, and support
operations to counter violent
extremist organisations.

“It will also improve the
commonality and
interoperability of the BAF
and the US Air Force. The
proposed sale of support will
help to modernise the BAF's
aging cargo aircraft fleet. The
C-130E will provide
Bangladesh with an improved
capability for the movement
of cargo and personnel in
humanitarian missions,” said
the Pacific Sentinel quoting
DSCA.

The proposed sale of this
equipment and support will
not alter the basic military
balance in the region, it said
adding “There will be no
adverseimpacton US defence
readiness as a result of this
proposed sale. This notice of a
potential sale is required by
law and does not mean the
sale has been concluded.”

The prime contractor will
be determined via competitive
bid. There are no known offset
agreements proposed in con-
nectionwith this potential sale.

Implementation of this
proposed sale will not require
the assignment of any addi-
tional US Government or
contractor representatives to
Bangladesh, the Pacific
Sentinel said.

The Lockheed MC-130 is
the basic designation for a
family of special mission
aircraft operated by the US Air
Force Special Operations
Command.

Target low-cost townships
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Roy said, "I have an emo-

tional attachment with this
country. From my child-
hood, I have heard so much
about Bikrampur (a place
near Dhaka) from my
mother that I feel 1 have
come to my own land, to my
own soil."

His family migrated to
India after the partition of
the subcontinent in 1947.
This wvisit is his first to

Bangladesh.
"We are extremely happy

at the possibilities of work-
ing in Bangladesh. Apart
from the business ventures,
we also have a social and
sentimental interest in
venturing into all possibili-
ties," said the Sahara chair-

man,
State Minister for

Housing and Public Works
Abdul Mannan Khan said,
"We are looking forward to
working and overcoming all
obstacles with mutual

respect and assistance.”

The chief of the
Lucknow-based conglom-
erate said the size of its
investment was yet to be
decided.

"I saw in the newspaper
that investment amount
would be some billions of
dollars. But it is now diffi-
cult to say how much
money we will invest," he
categorically said.

The government will
provide a "sovereign guar-
antee" against the invest-
ment and his company will
procure and manage all the
necessary funds, he added.

The Indian media had
earlier reported that Sahara
India was going to invest
Rs800 billion in Bangladesh
and that the group had
already selected 40 square
kilometers of land, about 50
kilometres away from the
capital, to begin with.

The possibilities of work-
ing on education and health

sectors were also consid-
ered apart from the real
estate sector.

Sahara Group, which was
founded in 1978, has diver-
sified interests, including
financial services, housing
finance, mutual funds, life
insurance, city develop-
ment, real estate activities,
print and television media,
film production, power,
information technology,
health care, tourism, hospi-
tality, sports and consumer
products.

The company has a mar-
ket capitalisation of $25.94
billion as of March 2011,
according to its website.

According to Time maga-
zine, it is the second biggest
employer in India after
Indian Railway.

Subrata Roy along with
his wife Swapna Roy and
around 20 company offi-
cials arrived in Dhaka on
Tuesday on a three-day
visit.

UK calls for neutral probe
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of Ilias Ali. Our high com-

missioner to Bangladesh
and ambassadors of eight
other European countries
called on the Bangladesh
authorities on May 9 and
urged them to conduct
thorough investigations into
disappearances, including
that of Ilias,” Lord Howell
told the House of Lords.

He was answering to a
question put forward by
Labour Peer Lord Harris
who asked what diplomatic
representations were made
to Bangladesh about the
disappearance and alleged
kidnapping of Ilias and
other opposition politi-
clans.

M Ilias Ali, a former law-
maker and BNP organising
secretary of Sylhet Division,
along with his driver went
missing while returning to
his Banani residence in the
early hours of April 18.

Lord Howell also said,
"We support Bangladesh in
its efforts to stabilise its
politics, to move towards the
best kind of elections at the
next appropriate time and to
develop and lift its people
out of poverty and the
appalling environmental
challenges that they also
face.”

He further said in meet-
ings with the officials of the
Prime Minister's Office and
the foreign ministry, they
had urged the Bangladesh
government to do every-
thing they could to trace Ilias

and investigate the matter.
However, Britain feels the

drive to end this "dark atmo-
sphere” over Bangladeshi
politics must come from

According to the BBC 30,
people have disappeared in
the way in the past year, Lord
Harris said. There are allega-
tions, too, that the crime

buster Rapid Action
Battalion is involved.

Lord Howell also
informed the House of Lords
that the EU heads of mission
during visit to Bangladesh in
February stated its concerns
very clearly.

Besides, UK's senior
ministers, including the
foreign secretary, have been
in direct personal contact
with senior officials, includ-
ing the foreign minister, of
Bangladesh.

“Itis a concern for the UK
because it is an important
nation and destination of
one of DFID's largest
programmes, with £1 billion
due to go to support
Bangladesh development
over the next four years. It is
a nation that the UKwants to
see stable and prosperous
and to build on its economic
achievements, which are
beginning to show divi-
dends,” said Lord Howell.

53 Ctg leaders
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13 during a clash with law
enforcers in the city.

Inspector (investigation)
Sadip Kumar Das of Kotwali
Police Station submitted the
charge sheets to Chittagong
Metropolitan Magistrate
Court. The cases were filed
under Speedy Trial Act, he
said.

Thirty people including
Chittagong BNP city unit
General Secretary Shahadat
Hossain, Chittagong district
(north) unit General
Secretary Aslam Chowdhury
and Rangunia Upazila
Chairman Abu Ahmed
Hasnat were made accused
in one case over torching
vehicles in front of Nasiman
Bhaban in Kazir Dewry area.

In the other case, 23 peo-
ple including Jamaat MP
from Satkania ANM Shamsul
Islam were accused. The case
was filed on charge of setting
fire to wvehicles at Wasa
Intersection, said Sadip.

Sub-Inspector Zafar
Igbal, also investigation
officer in the case filed over
the Kazir Dewri incident,

said none was accused in
both cases.

Police on May 13 and May
14 lodged six cases against
more than 2,000 leaders and
activists of the opposition over
the clashes. Ofthose, fourwere
lodged with Kotwali Police
Station while the two other
with Khulshi police.

Four of the cases were
filed for vandalism, assault-
ing police and barring them
from discharging duties,
damaging public property
and creating anarchy in the
port city by violent activities,
police said.

On May 13, over 100
people were injured as law
enforcers clashed with
leaders and activists of the
BNP-led 18-party alliance
when police obstructed two
opposition processions
heading towards the BNP's
city office in Kazir Dewry
areato attend a rally.

Three cars were torched
and around 50 vehicles were
vandalised during the
clashes that lasted for
around two hours.

Talk or I quit
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responsibility,” he told a press
conference at Jativa Press
Club.

The prime minister has no
qualms about the country's
future and so it does not mat-
ter whether she (PM) takes the
initiative for dialogue or not,
headded.

Huda, the maverick leader
of the main opposition BNE
said he made the call publicly
as it was not possible to raise
the issue at the party forum.
“That'swhy I took therisk and
came here [press confer-
encel.”

The former BNP minister
hoped the premier will sit
down in the dialogue
responding to Khaleda's
invitation positively if she
makes the call.

When his attention was
drawn to the fact that Khaleda
at a hunger strike programme
on May 20 already urged the
ruling Awami League to hold a

dialogue on caretaker govern-
ment issue, he said dialogue
cannot be held with an atti-
tude of war. “Problems should
be brought to the dialogue
table and solutions will come
fromthere.”

Asked about facing
another probable expulsion
from his party for his latest
stance, he guestioned, "How
many times they would expel
me?”

Huda however said he will
seek nomination from BNP to
contest the next parliamen-
tary polls, evenifit expels him.

He was expelled from BNP
on November 21, 2010, for
violating party discipline. At
that time, he was a vice-
chairman ofthe partyand also
the president of its Dhaka
district unit.

The BNP standing com-
mittee on April 6 last year
restored his primary mem-
bership, but he was not
retained in other party posts.
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