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CNG stations now to stay
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four-hour shutdown schedule

from Tuesday,” Zakir Hossain
Nayvan, president of
Bangladesh CNG Filling Station
and Conversion Workshop
Owners' Association, told UNB
yesterday.

He said the association
leaders had a meeting with
Petrobangla officials on May
16 where the authorities
concerned endorsed the
new shutdown schedule.

Petrobangla Chairman
Dr Hussain Mansur could
not be reached for com-
ments in this regard despite
repeated attempts to con-

tact himlast evening.

The power and energy
ministry in March at a
high-level meeting
decided that all CNG sta-
tions across the country
would remain shut for 6
hours to enhance gas sup-
ply to the power plants
mainly to provide extra
electricity supply for irri-
gation during the Boro
season.

Last year, the 4-hour
shutdown at CNG stations
was introduced as part of a
gas-rationing plan against
the backdrop of severe gas
and electricity crises.

The meeting on May 16
decided that the 6-hour
shutdown would remain
effective only for two
months and after the expiry
of the period, the 4-hour
shutdown at CNG stations
would be reintroduced.

Referring to the decision,
Nayan said since the deci-
sion was given effective for
two months it did not need
any further order to reintro-
duce the 4-hour shutdown
schedule.

“So, we're going back to
our 4-hour shutdown sched-
ule,” he added.

Curbs on water
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of river and other water

bodies and their banks.

As per the proposed act,
water resources of all surface
and ground water, including
rivers, canals, beels, haors,
baors, and other water bod-
ies, and continuous and
intermittent water fall and
the maritime water will be
state property.

The government will
distribute the water based

on national and local inter-
ests and availability of the
surface and ground water. In
distribution of water, drink-
ing water supply, household
work, agriculture, fisheries,
environment, wildlife, water
transport, industries, con-
trolling of salinity, power
generation, and entertain-
ment, among others, will get
priority.

The law will not, however,
curb the rights of any citizen

to use water for household
and agricultural work. But
the government will have the
authority to preserve any
pond in the coastal belt or
where there is a crisis of
drinkingwater.

Two committees -- one
headed by the prime minis-
ter and the other headed by
the water resources minister
-- will be formed to super-
vise the implementation of
the law.

Hold 2pc share
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and to create a buying pres-

sure in the stockmarket for the
benefitof general investors.

In a circular issued on
November 22 last year, the
stock regulator made it com-
pulsory for the sponsors,
directors and promoters to
acquire at least a 2 percent
stake individually and a 30
percent stake jointly in their
firmswithin six months.

An HC bench yesterday
delivered the verdict after
rejecting petitions filed by
some directors and aspirant
directors of three listed
firms. The petitioners had
challenged the legality of the
SEC circular.

Following the verdict,
Additional Attorney General
Murad Reza told reporters
that the court declared the
SEC directive legal for the
interest of the market and
investors.

Now, some 950 directors,
who hold less than 2 percent
stake in their firms, have to
buy shares to keep their
directorships since the six-
month deadline set by the

SEC ends today:.
As of yesterday, some 550

directors bought shares to
meet the regulatory require-
ment. Share prices on the
trading floor also returned to
the black from the last few
days' downward trend fol-
lowing the court order.

With the verdict, the SEC
has no bar to taking the next
course of action on minimum
shareholding, Murad said.

The court yesterday also
lambasted the stockmarket
regulator for wording errors
in the November 22 circular.
[t instructed the SEC to issue
a fresh circular, correcting

the mistakes.
The verdict has settled

the issue on minimum

shareholding, DSE President
Rakibur Rahman said.
"Sponsors and directors
of the listed firms pocketed
huge money through selling
their stakes when the market
was at its peak, but they did
not support the market
through buying when the
market was in crisis follow-
inglastyear's price debacle.
"Now the sponsors and
directors will have to quit
their posts if they don't
comply with the regulatory
directive on minimum
shareholding,” he added.
There are allegations that
many sponsors and direc-
tors sold off shares, but they
still hold the controlling
power of the company. "De-
spite having low percentage
of shares, the sponsors and
directors make important
decisions about the com-
pany and enjoy all benefits,”
Rakibur Rahman said.

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

Local Government Engineering Department
Office of the Upazila Engineer
Upazila: Faridpur, District: Pabna

Memo No. LGED/UE/Farid/Pab-2012/417(50) Date: 16/05/2012

Invitation for Tender (Works)
Tender Notice Number. 11/2011-2012

Sealed tenders are hereby invited from the eligible tenderers as defined in the tender
documents for the undermentioned works as per terms and conditions stated below:

Package Name of Estimated Tender Time for Price of
No. works cost (Tk) | security (Tk) | completion tender
(days) documents
(Tk)
GPSRRPW | Re- 55,00,000/= | 1,65,000/= | 15 months 2000/=
D8.51 Construction
of Ratonpur
Dakkhin Para
Govt. Primary
School,
Faridpur,
Pabna. (Type
Al4)
1. | Source of funds GOB
2. | Date, time and place of pre- Date: 30/05/2012, Time: 12.00 noon and Place:
tender meeting Office of the undersigned.

3. | Last date, time and places
of selling

Date: 11/06/2012, Time: 5.00pm and Places: (a)
Office of the undersigned. (b) Office of the
Executive Engineer, LGED, Dist-Pabna. (c) Office
of the Upazila Engineer, Chatmohar, Pabna.

Date: 12/06/2012, Time: 12:00 noon and Places:
Office of the Upazila Engineer, Faridpur, Pabna.

Date: 12/06/2012, Time: 03:00pm and Places:
Office of the undersigned.

4, | Last date, time and places
of receiving tender

5. | Date, time and place of
opening of tender

6. | Tender shall be valid for a period of 120 days after bid opening and must be
accompanied by the tender security specified above. Interested tenderer may obtain
further information from the office of the undersigned and purchase the tender
documents in Cash/Treasury Chalan/Bank Draft from the places mentioned above.
The tenderer or their authorized representatives are allowed to attend the opening of
tenders. If the quoted tender price varies (abovel/less) more than 5% (five
percent) from the official estimated cost the tender shall be rejected. The
authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders without assigning
any reason whatsoever.

Suman Talukder
Upazila Engineer
Faridpur, Pabna

GD-2197 Phone: 07325-64003

RANGAMATI BLAST
[t was bomb,

not grenade

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Rangamati

An explosion that injured 14
activists of Pahari Chhatra
Parishad (PCP), a hill stu-
dents' organisation, in
Rangamati town on
Saturday was caused by a
hand-made bomb, not a
grenade as alleged and
reported in different media,
police said yesterday.

Saiful Islam, officer-in-
charge (OC) of Kotwali
Police Station, said the infor-
mation was confirmed by
the army's explosives
experts of Rangamati zone
who examined the residues
of the blast.

“We could not find anyclue
about the blast why and who
might have been behind it
However, police are trying to
trace the motive of the explo-
sion,” the OC continued.

No case was filed so far, he
added.

The OC earlier said they
got a few splinters of the
bomb including rubber and
iron, “which are usually seen
inagrenade”.

The blast took place near
Kalyanpur Petrol Pump
around 4:00pm Saturday
when the activists of PCP
backed by Parbatya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity (PCJSS), were wait-
ing for transport to return to
Kaptai after attending the
organisation's 23rd found-
ing anniversary and the 17th
council at Rajbari Stadium
in the town.

The organisation claims
the bomb was hurled from
the nearby main road where
three CNG-run auto-
rickshaws stopped at the
time ofincident.

Meanwhile, three of the
seven critically injured who
were sent to Chittagong
Medical College Hospital
Saturday were shifted to
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital yesterday as their
conditions were stated to be
critical, said Trizinad
Chakma, PCP office secre-
tary, central unit.

They are Jibon Chakma,
Babudhan Chakma, and
Kamonashis Chakma.

In protest, PCJS5 in a
press release, signed by Sajib
Chakma, assistant informa-
tion secretary of its central
unit, blamed the anti-peace
treaty forces for the attack.

Child lock
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children from going online,
texting or calling during
certain hours.

Unlike an app, a child
will not be able to switch the
service off. The UK's Family
and Parenting Institute said
the SIM would help protect
children from mobile
phone bullying.

To have the service, par-
ents would need to buy a
"safety pack” with a SIM
card inside, installitinto the
child's phone.

"It's a SIM that is just like
any other SIM you would
buy for any other network,
but it enables parents to
have full control in the
context of safety," Simon
Goff, founder and chairman
of Bemilo, told the BEC.

"They can allow or disal-
low certain contacts to call
them, and they can set the
times of day the phone can
operate.”

For instance, he
explained, if parents wanted
to switch off the phone dur-
ing school hours, they could
do so remotely from a
website on their computer.

But even if nearly all the
functions on the child's
phone are disabled, parents
can always manage the
handset in such a way that
they are able to reach their
children, and the child is
able to contact them.

Parents would also be
able to read their child's
texts, added Goff.

The service could help
prevent mobile phone bully-
ing and "sexting" - when a
child is subjected to unwanted
phonecalls or texts.

It could also prevent a
child, especially a teenager,
from visiting websites par-
ents deem offensive.

"If you put a child to bed,
and we're talking about
young adults here, those who
are just under 16 years old,
the parents often think
they've gone to bed - but then
they find out that they're
texting very late into the
night or accessing the web
intothe night," said Goff.

Charge acceptance stirs ire
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made accused in the case.

Police filed the case on
April 29 accusing the 45
opposition leaders of arson
attack after a vehicle was
torched near the Prime
Minister's Office during
hartal hours.

Irked by the court order,
members of Jatiyatabadi
Ainjibi Forum, a platform
of pro-BNP lawyers,
hurled abusive words at
the magistrate in the
courtroom and brought
out a procession at the
court premises.

They announced a

boycott of all judge's and
magistrate's courts in
Dhaka today to protest the
court order against
Khokon, joint secretary
general of the BNP. They
will also wear black badges
in courts across the coun-
try today.

Noakhali district BNP
declared a dawn-to-dusk
hartal for today in the dis-
trict to protest the court
order against Khokon.

Meanwhile, the main

opposition BNP strongly
protested the court order
to send Khokon to prison
and demanded the uncon-
ditional release of all oppo-
sition leaders without
delay.

BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia on Sunday
said ruling party men, not
opposition activists, were
responsible for the arson
attack.

On May 10, detectives
pressed charges against the
acting BNP secretary gen-
eral and 44 other leaders
and activists of the BNP-led
18-party alliance in the
arson attack case.

Of the accused, Fakhrul
and 32 others were sent to
jail on May 16. Police ear-
lier arrested BNP Joint
Secretary General Ruhul
Kabir Rizvi Ahmed and
seven others, who were
also sent to prison.

Metropolitan Magistrate
Mohammad Erfanullah
yesterday turned down a
petition from Fakhrul
Islam Alamgir, who
claimed the court could

not accept the charge sheet
because the owner of the
torched bus had not filed
any case against the
accused.

The court directed the
officer-in-charge of
Tejgaon Police Station to
submit by June 6 reports on
the arrest warrants against
the three absconding
Jamaat leaders.

BNP'S PRESS BRIEFING
Tariqul Islam, standing
committee member of the
BNP, demanded the
unconditional release of
opposition leaders, and
said the government's
strategy to weaken the
opposition by repression
and cases would not do it
any good.

“The Awami League's
shameful downfall is just a
matter of time. It will be
ousted from power through
a mass uprising,” he said at
a press briefing at the
BNP's central office in the
capital.

The BNP leader said the
party's senior leaders,
including its acting secre-

tary general, were passing
miserable days in
Kashimpur jail. “It is wrong
policy to resort to repres-
sion against the opposi-
tion. The government has
to pay for it in the future,”
he said.

Party leaders Nazrul
Islam Khan, Abdullah Al
Noman and Zainul Abdin
Farroque, among others,
were present.

Qur Noakhali
Correspondent reports:
the district BNP called a
dawn-to-dusk hartal for
today in Noakhali protest-
ing the court order against
Khokon, the BNP law-
maker from Noakhali-1
constituency.

At least 10 buses were
vandalised during the
BNP's demonstrations in
Noakhali yesterday.

BNP leaders and activ-
ists brought out a proces-
sion from Sonaimuri and
blocked the Sonaimuri-
Dhaka and Chatkhil-Dhaka
highways for an hour from
1:30pm.

Qazi Faruque's action
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consulted our counsels

about possible legal action
against Faruque's unlawful
return,” said Mahbub-ul-
Karim, chief executive
officer of Proshika, one of

as its chairman in May 2009
on allegations of massive
financial and administra-
tive irregularities, nepotism
and misusing the NGO's
organisational strength for
political gains.

up at the office for the sec-
ond consecutive day yester-
day, Faruque stayed there
withoutany trouble.

Earlier the High Court in
an order said he could only
visit the organisation alone

the largest non- . . : :
governmental organisa- Faruque regained his asitsformerchairman.
tions in the country reign over Proshika on Mahbub claimed that

He said they were in con-
tact with grassroots staff
about their future course of
action.

Following a month-long
protest by its general staff,
the nine-member govern-
ing body removed Faruque

Sunday with assistance from
his loyal employees, law
enforcement agencies and
some ruling party men,
complained Proshika offi-

cials.
As most of the manage-

ment members did not turn

they could not resist
Faruque as he entered
Proshika's head office in the
capital's Mirpur before
normal office hours.
Regarding the allegation
of selling a Porshika land in
Savar by his management,

Mahbub said the governing
body had decided to sell the
property in compliance
with organisational rules
and all the transactions in
this regard have been
recorded.

Contacted, Nargis Jahan
Banu, an ousted director of
the NGO, said they ran the
office as usual but many
staff were absent.

She admitted receiving
support from some staff
and ruling Awami League
men in taking control of the
office.
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