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The journey towards dignity and self worth

Equality through Dignity
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The main objective of the campaign T WG e WP s Fartners involved
of the campaign in the Campaign
* To change society's attitude towards women. » The campaign will be run and implemented by Manusher 11 AN Do B et
State Minister for : \ i Jonno Foundation (MJF) and its 109 partner organisations. : . el
- Ea * To acknowledge and recognise women's contribution at On April 17, simultaneous press conferences were held in ~ J§ 2 Action n Development
Women and Children's Affairs Ministry : : < . ;
: . family, society and state level. 7 divisional cities including Dhaka and the Chittagong Hill 3. ADD
The People’s Republic of Bangladesh Tracts to launch the campaign. Hundreds of local people, 4. ADORE
journalists, social activists and government officials attend 5.  Agrogoti Sangstha
1 the Press conference pledging their support the
Gre Etlrl S campalgn programme campaign. To implement the campaign, the partner ? ﬁfmn Samaj Unnayan Sangstha
g 1. Countrywide awareness campaign organisations will work separately in their own working E. e
| wholeheartedly thank Manusher Jonno Foundation for taking up the initiative to launch a campaign 2. Research on women's paid and un paid work and contribution s | S g APON
titled 'Equality through Dignity'. The Bangladesh govemment has already taken up initiatives to to the economy ® The Women and Children Affairs Ministry has agreed to 10. ASHRAI
improve the status of women and empower them. In this respect the campaign is timely and : — : collaborate in this campaign and provide support through
ek 3. Toincorporate the contribution of women in the GDP through its offices at district and upazilla level. 1. iﬁﬂﬂg
The immense progress of women in Bangladesh is now a known fact worldwide. The often hostile poiicy acvocacy ® The campaign will be evidence based and the Centre for :g A\.FES
and difficult situation have not stopped women from going ahead through a democratic process. : Policy Dialogue (CPD) a well know and credible research '
lssues like women's empowerment and gender equality have faced many hindrances at all levels of organization will conduct the research to find empirical 14. Banchte Shgk:ha _
the social strata be it in the family, society or state. In spite of such adversity, women from all walks of evidence of women's contribution through their paid and 15, Bandhu Social Weifare Society
life are contributing in building a prosperous Bangladesh; from a farmer in the village to a working un paid work. A communications agency wil be 16. BILS
woman in the city, from a homemaker fo industrial workers in the garments sector and steel industry, responsible for producing and managing all the materials 17. BDPC
foreign remittance eamers, small and medium entrepreneurs, women in politics, in export trade or in for the campaign. 18. BDPOD

the construction industry, women workers are taking Bangladesh to greater heights alongside their

* The target group for this campaign are the general public, 19. BELA
male I‘I’U”Wms- | | women and men of a certain age group, students of 20. BHUMIJA Foundation
Despite societal aggression women are no longer confined to their homes. They have come out from schools, colleges and universities, policy makers, and 71 Bishwo Shahitto Kendro
the shackles of negative societal atfitude irrespective of class, creed and religion. It is indeed mass media; 22. BNWLA
overwhelming to see such participation of women in the education sector. There are many instances 23' Briaht Banaladesh For
where women have played active and supportive roles to help their families to attain economic : i . Brig gia um
affluence. The role of women in farming, which is one of our main livelinoods, has never been propery Women in the Economic Sector 24. BROTEE
evaluated. The present government has taken up various steps to ensure empowerment, equality - ; 25, BSEHR
and respect for women in every social and political sector. To improve the overall position of women Eﬂ::] Eg mlanm :a?;g;ﬂe sgz?r:l:.rn?; r!:; rfaﬁzm;r'm;rg 96. CARITAS
in society, The Mational Women Development Policy 2011 has been promulgated and depending on = - 1) J 0 J ' y d 27  COD
this the National Plan of Action will be completed very soon. Why ﬂl!S Gampalgl'l ﬁﬁrguget; G:xngggsiﬂnggﬁql.g iﬁg Tgr?:r iﬂggmﬁ?ﬁ;ﬁ? 23' CHCP
Considering the overall women's status and human rights situation in Bangladesh, the long term where women are playing a major role. 29. CIPD
campaign that Manusher Jonno Foundation undertook is certainly praiseworthy and deserves In the last 40 years Bangladesh has made tremendous progress in promoting _ . ) BD. COAST
appreciation. This countrywide campaign will help recognise the role of women in their families, the education for women and girls, reducing maternal mortality and creating joo ~ Women In export generating income: Women are :
society and in the state and this will play an important role in reducing violence against women opportunities. Thousands of medium and small women entrepreneurs have grown  directly involved in the production of export oriented products 31. CODEC

such as frozen fish, leather and leather goods, handicrafts and 32-_ CPD

significantly.
o 4 the tea industry. The key tasks in all these sectors are primarily 93. CRP

Lastly | wish the campaign 'Equality through Dignity’ success.

due to the provision of micro credit and policies of national and state lending
institutions.  Specific laws and polices have been enacted to address gender based

; violence and promote political empowerment of women. Today in Bangladesh, thereis ~ undertaken by women. 34 CSID
; N no sector where women are not present and not making a contribution. 35 CWFD
MF‘ M@Tﬁﬁ iﬁﬂ\ However, in spite of these gains, women in Bangladesh continue fo face 36. D.Net
Dr. Shirin Sharmin Chowdhury discrimination and are accorded lower social status than their male counterparts. One 97 Dhaka Ahsania Mission
of the outcomes of the lower status of women is manifested in violence against girls ;
and wonen, discrimination and even death, The discrimination starts from birth when 38. DARA
a male chid is preferred to a gl child, early marriage, domestic violence and high 39. ECO _
Every nook and corner of Bangladesh is full of stories of women's work and struggles. T”;ate*mi r”“’”:f?’l-m I S e bl Council Bangladesh
Women in the city are employed in many international and corporate offices where they are € reason for lower status 1s because women's contriution is not evalua : :
working with Gﬂgpetmcepnfem are wnj;en entrepreneurs, women organisers andwuj;'.-en adequately and therefore not valued. This leads to non recognition and under 42. FAREEA Lara Foundation
e ; o ; ; valuation of their work perpetuating the stereo type that women are dependent and 43. FIVDB
politicians. Women of Bangladesh played a vital role in our language movement, in our burdens to the family and society and therefore deserve lower status. 44, Friendship
mm@"’ﬁf""ﬁ PE;;””“;? dhins ”{L;{m“f:,; - F’i’:gt?f mﬁ;m”mmf o [ women do not get their due status National Development goals will remain unfulfiled 45. Gandhi Ashram Trust
women both in cities and in villages, are victims of discrimination and violence. as wil attainment of the MDG's. Given the above a nation wide campaign titled - . - 46 Ghashiul
= Equﬂlty mmuqh Dignity nas been planned I'm_.ﬂth the gngl of :::hianglmg aftitude and 47. GRALUS
Dld ou knowq mind set of society towards women, recognition of their contribution and thereby Stopping 48 Green Hil
P, . enhance their status in private and public life. lolanes aga'ns S women 49
The campaign will result in the following: vi ' j
* Women have to do 15 times more (agriculture, handicrafts) whereas men pagll . 5 : . o ensures happy and 50. HESDF
household work then men. spend about 47%. Women involved in . Hedur::nnt?.a in the number of violence against women and discrimination el » 9 ; ty 51. Humanitarian Foundation
: : non economic work are 49 percent towards them peacetul fTamiy and socie 52. IDEAL
* Eﬁﬂfﬁ:ﬁm lgla fn'il:f;::?nmr: whereas men are about 11%. » Contribute towards ensuring women friendly pelicy interventions and law 53 |ED
compliances ; g : : : Shs
67% s According to the ILO, there are about | | _ _ Microcredit and women: According fo the country's 54. Incidin Bangladesh
" ® Economy, society as well as state will benefit for ensuring full utilization of Microcredit Regulatory Authority's last survey in June 2010, 55. IPDS
43% women labours among total .
Almost 78% of the women work forces labours in the country. women's strength there are about 2 crore, 52 lakhs and 80 thousand beneficiaries 56. Jagorani Sangstha
:Ee country are involved in agriculture i the 2010-2011 fisca " » Assist in achieving national development goals and the MDG's of which 90% are women. 57. Jagrata Juba Shangha
ness. ® |n - : : i ; : - i
SSTESS Glowih e w8 425 I wheh the We seek wide support for the success of the campaign and jon in creating asociety  SME industry and women: Small and medium  J§ 58. Karmojioi Nar
Women do more than 80% work for the growth of the garmantls sector alone that is just and fair where men and women enjoy equal rights in private and public life. entrepreneurs are a vital part of the country's economy. 59 MAMATA
oy was 43% and this sector's major labour B T e s s s e SE o ey B
|
EU"'B““!I’- iﬂ:ﬂ ﬂﬂthﬂ”ﬂ“ﬂ force Is comprised of women. Shaheen Anam  2011. A total of 16 thousand and 637 women entrepreneurs are 212 mNLEJS
(ochi s et frl et Tl v e In the last National Statics Survey of Exectitve Director, Manusher Jonno Foundation ~~ crectly involved n this sector e
villagers throughout the country. Izaﬂﬁ ILSETE? :ft ” mst I:&Hu;u H:M quen “inagriculture: Women's contribution in 64. MRDI
pop : agriculture is 61 percent however women's land ownership is at 85. Mrochet
43.3% women and only. 9% men are in working out of which 1 crore 62 lakhs 10%. Since there is a strong co-relation between owning BE Mukd Nowt 0 Shicha Koalver: Coraaibe
entirety involved in household jobs. are women. agrcultural land and farming, women's contribution towards this  § 2 Prhti bk, : "f‘” %
9.8% women and 34.5% men are » Women's contribution to vegetable and sector has no impact and is not recognized. 5 Nﬁ BSLMDK ' Bangiaces
involved in income generating jobs. fruit prnductipn and cattle rearing in the Expatriate women wage earners: Presently 1 lakh 82 EQ: Nagorik Uddog
The National Prodiictivly survey.shows house stead is about 45% to 85%. thousand and 558 Bangladeshi women are working legally in 20, Nari Maitree
that a women's contribution in the * According to Dr Abul Barakat research it ;:I?:i ;;rgrﬁu g{&”&;ﬁfft‘;ﬁr’%ﬁ gmﬁﬁis professions and 7. Naripokkho
national economy count can drastically shows that in the government survey ‘
shoot up from 25% to 40% if all are women's contribution to local Women in domestic work: Some research indicate that E ::ETEW
taken into account. On the other hand productivity (GDP) is 20%. However if a woman's daily working hours on an average is between 16 to 74 Omeyshan
men's contribution will come down the work that women do in her 20 hours and she deals with 45 different types of chores. A : . ,
from 75% to 69%. household is evaluated in monetary woman working outside the home has to spend 44 hours 75. Pabna Protishsrut
: , terms it would stand at 48%. e whereas the women working at home spends 49.8 hours 76. Parittran
* Awoman in the village spends 53% of weekly at domestic chores. A research shows that 81 percent 77. PIACT
her time in income generating work w& dare ﬁqual In of women are directly doing domestic work whereas men do 78. Poliisres
only 13 percent of the tasks. 79. POP|
80. Prodipan
: ; Sources 81. PROSHIPS
The Reality for Women in Bangladesh T TR T i B Wk el % 7STC
® 3516 Girls and women were victims of rape sector, it is seen that woman do not get e The inheritance law is not favourable to done by women. Thus a woman does not National Income: The Case of Bangladesh. a 4' RDRS Banaiadesh
in 2011 proper care and nutrition during pregnancy  women resulting in male preference and get fair wages in the job market. Bangladesh Development Studies, XXII (1 & 2) : ngades!
- ol resulting In nign matermal mortality. Iscrimination against girl child ana women. - 2. 'Calculate Women’s household Contribution in .
3523 Women were victims of Spousal Iting in high | mortall discrim | Il child and A woman does not easily seek help from the 6. Resource Integration Centre
Violence in 2011 (as reported) » 8000 cases of violence against women and '€ 18w on custody and guardianship of  pojic ayen if she is a victim of violence due the National Economy’ Research : WBB Trust 86. RMMRU
- o children were reported and taken to court ~ ©hlidren does not recognize Women as i, |ack of awareness, lliteracy, and Health Bridge 2008 87. ROVA Foundation
® 47% Girls and Women were the victim of natural guardian of children. Even though the i ' ; ’ ' —— 88. Ru
ohysical violence every day at home in 2011 from January to June, 2011 : ; economic crisis, long running court cases, 3. Shomokal, March 12, Women'’s contribution ! pantar
3 , | s About 400 fall name of mother has been added with the and gender insensitive attitude of law boosts the economy 80. SAFE
® 2814 were victims of Dowry violence in 2011 %”L. wr:}mer:h are faling prey 1o father in all legal documents, women do not enforcers. 4. Beijing T5, UN Report 90. SARPV
* 70% of women suffer from nutritional s e i WE O (o a3 AL, e79 icti i i ‘ DP. HF o . |
o 2 - : _ i : 9% of womnen are victims of Hilla marriage 5. UNDP- HRD Report, 2000 91. Save the Children
School enrclment rates for gifds at pimary . ; ]
dEfIGI’EﬂC}" ; In Bangladesh along with other Asian d fatwa which has b declared | | : ; ;
; . levels are one hundred percent but there is countries the participation of women has and latwa Wnicin Nas been deciars as illega 6. Why Women Not Count — Shamim Hamid, UPL 92, Shamunnay
antenatal careé as a resull of Qender  eqcation, girl child dropout rate is more i i » Almost 68% of girls are victims of child Research World Bank 94. KS Foundati
discrimination. Even if the status of women their jobs are termed as cheap labour - - : BRI
has Im;]m"feﬂ in the education and health than 80 . WhErEEE almost B0 pEFGEﬂ‘[ G‘f the work Is mﬂmagﬂ, E.‘Eﬂﬂrdlng TGEUH'GEF survey. 8. Prothom Alo 95. SDUA
\_ /9. UNFPA Report : 2011 98, SOHAY
97. Solidarity
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SIGNATURE GREETINGS

The countrywide campaign ‘Equality through Dignity', initiated
by Manusher Jonno Foundation aims fo get recognition for
women’s contributions towards the society and the State, and
expedites the long standing social demand of giving women
their rightful status through respect and equality. | wish this
campaign success and give them my whole hearted support.

= 4
X %)9‘5@

Abduallah Abu Sayed
Chairman and Chief Executive, Bishwa Shahittya Kendra

The major pre-condition for women's empowerment is 1o
evaluate the intangible work that she undertakes.

W

Ayesha Khanam
Chairperson Bangladesh Mohila Samity

To create a just, happy and prosperous society it is of utmost
importance to give full credit and establish respect for

women's contributions.
)@‘\?f’lwﬂ?/?ig/
Fazle Hasan Abed

Founder and Chairperson, BRAC

The difference between men and women should end among
in all classes, religions or creeds and their relationships
should stand on respectful equality. | am also wholeheartedly
joining the 'Equality though Dignity’ awareness campaign of

Manusher Jonno Foundation.
LWW
Maleka Begum

Women rights activist, researcher, teacher, writer

The 'Equality through respect’ awareness program is a very
praiseworthy initiative. This campaign, | believe, will lead to an
increase in the respect for women in all aspects of society,
will draw a close to the inequality between men and women
and make women more self confident. | wish the success of

this timely awareness mpaign@ﬁ%@
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Nobel laureate Dr. Mohammad Yunus

A society that does not give recognition to its women wants
to keep women confined and suppressed. It is the job of the
women to break down the shackles of this discriminatory
society and establish herself in her own regard.
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Dr. Nazma Chowdhury
Emeritus Professor and Founding Chairperson
Women and Gender Studies Departmant, Dhaka University

Women in Bangladesh, through the contribution of their
untiring labour to Bangladesh's principal export industry and
their high level of creditworthiness in the microfinance sector,
have established themselves as major contributors beoth o
the national economy and to the sustainability of their
households. This should be recognized both politically and in

the design of our policy agendas. %
U
Behi Sobhad
Chairman, Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD)

The contribution of Bangladeshi women to the country's
economic and social development is a well established fact
in many local and foreign researches. But till now women did
not get her proper distinction in any social or state policy.
First and foremost we need to have a high opinion of women
and establish equal rights for both men and women in the
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Rownak Jahan, Distinguished fellow,
Centre for Policy Dialogue, CPFD

Evaluation of women's economic contribution and non-
economic labour will add to the country's progress and
ensure relations between men and women based on respect
and equality. e

Rokiya Afzal Rahman
Chairman, Arinks Group

Women not only want to participate but also take
responsibility in all aspect of the society, for which this
campaign 'Equality through Dignity' should move fﬂrl.:g_ d
Dewats S,
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Rasheda K Chowdhury
Executive Director, Gonoshakhor Obhijan

Campaigning about women's contribution based on correct
information is the only way to bring about change in the
social attitude towards women and allow them their rightful

evaluations.
Kb

Salma Khan
Women leader, Ex chair CDO Committee

The reasons behind of violence against women and their
meek social standing is the social disparity , incapability and
lack of opportunities to establish herself as a complete
hurman being. To establish her position in the family, society
and the State, a woman has to ensure that she gets equal
rights and equal opportunities. Thus | am wholeheartedly
taking part and giving my support to this campaign "Equality

through Dignity'.
~_C

f&%na Kamal
Executive director, Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK)

98. Sonar Bangla Foundation

99. Southem Gonounnayan Samity
100. SPEED Trust

101, SUS

102. Taungya

103. Trinamul Unnayan Sangstha
104. Society for UDDOG

105. USHA

106, Uttaran

107, VAFWSD

108. WARBE Development Foundation

109. Zabarang Kalyan Samity

MJF's Sub-Partners are also involved
in the Campaign

For more information and
opinion please contact
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manusher jonno

promoting human rights and pood governance

MANUSHER JONNO

FOUNDATION

Plot 47, Road 35/A
(Gulshan-2, Dhaka 1212, Bangladesh
Tel : +88-02-9893910, 9888469, 9886303
Fax : +88-02-8810162
Web : www.manusher.org




