WHAT'S ON

Musical Soiree

Artiste: Ferdous Ara

Venue: Indira Gandhi Cultural
Centre, H-35,R-24, |
Gulshan-1

Date; May 18; Time: 6:30pm

Film Screening

Title: European Short Film
Venue: Institute of Modemn
Language, University of Dhaka
Date: May 13-17

Time: 5pm

Photography Exhibition
Photographer: Najmul Hug
Venue: Interior Depot, H-7, R-
14, Gulshan-1
Date: May 11-19

Time: 11am-Bpm

Classical Concert

(Instrumental)

Perfarmer: Notos Quartet, Germany
Venue: Berlin Hall, Goethe-Institut,
H-10, Rd-2 (New), Dhanmondi
Date: May 24, Time: 7:30pm

Group Art Exhibition |
Organiser: Shako
Venue: Radius Centre, 57, 18

10ZARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Workshop on Bratachari
at Shilpakala Academy

A CORRESPONDENT
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Dr. Sanjida Khatun speaks at the programme.

workshop. A Bratachari cultural

..... . programme will be held on the conclud-

IHE HERITAGE
OF ALKAP SONG

Dr. HARUN-AR-RASHID
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Over the years, Alkap songs have gained much popularity among the rich sub-genres of
Bengali folk music. Around 50 or 60 years ago the genre was developed by both Hindus and
Muslims of the country. Alkap song is the folk heritage of northern parts --
Chapainawabganj, Rajshahi and Natore -- of Bangladesh. The people of this region are
closely acquainted with this tradition that is a great source of amusement for them.

The word 'Alkap’ is believed to be derived from Arabic or Persian languages. The mean-
ing of 'Alkap’, especially in Nawabganj area, is that which evokes fun and laugher. Like
'Gambhira', Alkap songs carry no depth of meaning. An Alkap song has two noteworthy
elements -- melody and rhyme. The first part expresses the dalliance of Radha-Krishna and
Rangpachali of folk song while the second part deals only with Rangpachali.

Incorporation of contemporary skits and jokes form the base of these songs. The main
objective is to create temporary sensation in the minds of the audience. So, no quality or
good poetical work is associated with it. Gambhira song has a sweetness of its own which is
absent in Alkap.

On the contrary, Alkap songs often invoked questionable taste and sensual connotations
and the genre is often performed with Khyamta taal and/or dance. So, Alkap song has
become unfit to be presented in civilised society.

Middle class people, local shopkeepers, grocers and farmers of the regions generally
sing Alkap song. Men dressed as women usually perform these songs and dances. The
organisers usually make a stage in an open field for the performance. There is no specific
time to perform Alkap song. Singers can perform either at daytime or at night. Once the
musical programme starts, it continues for long time.

The performers usually use instruments like harmonium, kartal, dholok gubgubi, juri,
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A keen observation of life

Najmul Huq's photo exhibition at Interior Depot

8

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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Interior Depot, a newly opened lifestyle gallery
in Gulshan, Dhaka, houses one of the most
diverse collections of artworks. Khan Rezaul
Hoq aka Bulbul runs the gallery. He said, “The
gallery itself is less than a year old. The gallery
exhibits a changing selection of paintings,
antique furniture, ceramics, crystals and
sculptures by major artists and artisans.
Though most of the paintings and sculptures
belong to local artists, the rest of the pieces
(different periods) have been collected from
several continents.”

At present, the gallery has organised a pho-
tography exhibition, titled “Patience and
Admiration” featuring the works of Najmul
Huq. Eminent artist Monirul Islam inaugurated
the exhibition on May 11. Artist and designer
Kuhu Plamondon spoke on the occasion.

Photographer Najmul Huq is a retired IT
professional. He embarked on photography at
a very young age, armed with his uncle's
Kodak box camera. Huq's initial subjects were
ducks in a neighborhood pond in Eskaton,

All programmes are in local
time. The Daily Star will not

be responsible for any
change in the programme.
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Guishan Avenue  |ESHES Marking the 130th birth anniversary ing day (May 19) of the workshop at tabla and dugi etc for performing Alkap songs. Kaharba and Khemta (Jhumur) taal are Dhaka. So began his interest in nature photog- ) Maa
TmE:ﬁnM:n}r; 1:. T (May 10) of the initiator of Bratachari National Music and Dance Centre frequently used in the presentation of the songs. raphy, which has endured for over four A, A On CHANNEL 9 at

i e Auditorium of BSA at 5pm. Music experts are of the view that Alkap song has no content related to religion and the decades. _ Y :': :‘u e 08:30pm |
dnilong Br:atachariwgrkshn'p S ot Being an administrator of the British rhymes of Alkap songs have a history with regard to a Guru who is thought to be the cre- At the exhibition, nature is Najmul's trea- Images h!;' H.a jmul Huq; Single Episode TV

ator of such rhymes. The rhymes pertaining to Radha-Krishna or Ram-Sita have been com- sure trove. He is a photographer who discovers Play

Photography Exhibition
Title: World Press Phato 12
Venue: Drik Gallery, H-58,
R-15A(New), Dhanmondi

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy (BSA).

Bratachari, Bangladesh in association

with BSA is organising the workshop.
Director General of BSA, Liaquat Ali

Government, Gurusaday Dutt, a valiant

son of Sylhet, never compromised with his
conscience. Along with collecting different
motifs of folk-art, roaming every nook and

posed later in the pattern of tarja, a type of rhyme. The rhymes below will provide such
ideas:

Dialogue of Radha:

possibilities and beauty in unnoticed or
ignored objects. His images remind us about
abundant resources of nature. He focuses on

|

Cast: Shojol, Ishana

Eﬂf&"&:ﬁ:“ ! Lucky inaugurated the workshop as chief —corner of Bangladesh, Dutt learned folk ;ilhliz?]fsﬁ giﬁig:;?ﬂhn el I?Eal Dinds oy wsecty dboarded sooty | Am Number
guest on May 15. President of Bratachari, music and dance. As a zealous patriot, Maihihave ohav maihi Eﬂf’m streetg. desy d.mps, greenery E_Lnd R e Four
— — — Bangladesh, Dr. Sanjida Khatun, pre- Gurusay Dutt tried to unite Bengalis with s b e . His works display his fascination with nature, e
) p y Toma binay bhai par korbar keu nai
S T sided over the inaugural event of the Bratachari music and dance : 4 5 - especially trees, leaves, bushes, branches and 10:35pm
olo Art Exhibition g4 ' Osto jachchhey sondhya robi dry twigs. Close shots of tree trunks, insects Ealre: Retivii)
O csicioalnnie) Dialogue of Krishna: and various wild flowers reveal an intimate O
Dhaka, Dhanmandi Chare Kanya, nouka paray haldherib shokto kore connection with realism. Cloudy sky, fog, | Cast: Alex Pettyfer,
[I’iﬂ;i_";ﬂ? “;1; Bhoy korona rajar kumari crimson sun and other panoramic views are Timothy Olyphant
b e Chara baitha balya joray pouchaye dibe eiparey also in focus in a number of his images. The
Bolo bolo kanya, ki naam tumar hey images have been taken from different loca- Shwapano Ebong
In the past, Alkap songs were closely associated with Hindu mythology, especially of tions of the country. Rhalubichs
Solo Art Exhibition Radha-Krishna. For the sake of the enrichment of our folk culture, collection and preserva- Over the years, Huq's skills as a photogra- On ATN BANGLA at
= rist: Mrinal Kanty Das tion of Alkap song should be greatly encouraged. pher were sharpened through experimenta- 11:00pm
:E::;;“';':a“ Mt EARE, tion with different styles. Most of his images Single EpisodeTV |
Date: May 18-26 The writer is an Associate Professor at the Department of Classical Music, Shanto-Mariam University of are vibrant and light is the predominant Play
Time: 3pm-8pm Creative Technology. aspect in his works. Cast: Sayeed Babu, §
The exhibition ends on May 19. Monirul Islam (C) inaugurates the exhibition. Sadia Islam Mou
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Saudi Arabia’s first female director

brings Wadjda to fest

by Sunshine School
and College

story staged

AuMED HuMAYUN KABIR TOPU, Pabna
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_ _ _ Rabindranath Tagore's noted short story BANGLAVISION Star World
- _ ARUN BikasH DEY, Chittagong Stud.ents ni.' class six captivated the auu::y- “Chutti” was staged in Santhia Upazila Parishad ;;E ;j}hﬂnﬂﬂﬂa Roddur 0330 Missing
Wadjda, the first-ever film shot in bicycle, a treasure forbidden to women German cinematographer Lutz =~ S Ea WL S T S B e e LncE with their comicahow, Anothcr Iscinat: auditorium on Tuesday, marking the 151st anni- 0605  Shyamol Bangl gfg ﬁwﬂhm
Saudi Arabia, hits the Cannes market in the restrictive Islamist state. Reitemeyer (White Deer Plain). St eils ol Suniiiaetrmmu bibinalanid ing item was the song, "1 have a dream™ pet- versary of Tagore. Child artists of Santhia 09:05 Bipashar Otithi 09:30 Supematurdl
as The Match Factory begins pre-sales “I'm so proud to have shot the first Gerhard Meixner and Roman Paul of College enthralled the audience as they fnr?hﬂeil?f cl:;f ﬁzefszi?;tt?:nn F—— Theatre staged the play, organised by Santhia 1125  Gaane Gaane Deshe 1030 Unforgettable
" F = : : - 1L W Lur r 1 W WIlere E g 4
at Cannes' Marche du Film on the com- full-length feature ever filmed entirely = Berlin-based Razor Film, whose credits showcased their talents at the school'sannual (4o e qoci g g g ouithole upazila administration. Fei National Geographic
ing-of-age drama from Haiffa al inside the Kingdom (of Saudi Arabia),” include Oscar nominees Paradise Now cultural function on Wednesday. Fatbacd taririi ' A discussion was another feature of the event. Rtv Charmial
Mansour, the first female Saudi film- Mansour said. “I come from a small and Waltz with Bashir, produced The programme began with the national R cla.ss G Cate STiBtARE Lo et Santhia Upazila Nirbahi officer Enamul Haque gfﬂ E:H#;F;;:Eﬁ Film R s
maker. town in Saudi Arabia where Wadjda with financing help from Rena anthem followed by group presentation of form a group dance to the accompaniment of chaired the discussion. Among the discussants e e 0330 Builtfor the Kill
Haifaa wrote and directed there are many girls like Ronson of the UTA Independent Film Nazrul songs “Tora shob joiodhwani kar” and Tagore song “Ami chini go chini tomare.” were Professor Abdud Dain, Ashraful Alam, politi- 1130 Drama 08:30  Dangerous Encounters
Wadjda, which tells the ordi- Wadjda who have big Group. “Ei shilkal pora chhal”. The audience gave a Muntasir, a student of class seven, per- cal figure Hedayet Ali, journalist Abul Kashem and
nary but uplifting story of dreams, strong char- Ronson first kicked off financing for S big round of applause to the participants. formed a solo dance. Jahangir Alam Salim. | |
Wadjda, an 11-year-old acters and so much the project when she met with _ _ _ , Later, three girls came on the stage to performa  grudents of class four enacted different 1 BICAKSIO AT L LIOURB D e DT el DRAMA SERIAL
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capital city will I'ESilE, 5 Alkahtani of Rotana Studios provided The play depicts the eternal conflict between old, rigid, restraining values and rebellious, free spir- five, gave a widely appreciated dance perfor- The function concluded with a fashion Later, Santhia Theatre staged Tagore's short 09:20pm  Red Dragonto Rty
Rivadh ;i q i£1] additional financial and logistical sup- ited, revolutionary ideas. The play is about an institution steeped in ancient traditions that has not mance. On the heels of the dance, 13 students  show that visualised the aspirations of Mina story 'Chutti’ directed by Ratan Das. The child | Rajanigandha 09:05pm  Oloshpur
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our nation. . : : . ays 09:35pm  Bhetor Bahir BANGLAVISION
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actresses. maki_ng the E':huut pu:s.sihle. Sfmdj “Kal Mrigaya", a dance-drama composed by CHANNEL i 3pm, ﬁll"E 9pm. o
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rich culture and wonderful people.”
Wadjda is Mansour's first feature-

Kids Theatre, arranged the programme.
Chittagong's noted dance artiste
Tilottama Sengupta choreographed the
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Saudi lﬂl'lg[h drama but the director has shot dance-drama. e __ _
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includ Shadows. All of her work is focused on Dashrath who went out hunting in a jungle s T ANTRLN ) L e

RLGR p latf di where Andhamuni, a blind sage, lived in a arrow hit the sage's son, who died. The inci- and used many western melodies in the Ii';'j:;;d_rﬁrﬁ ?_”'_:”T: » |:ﬁ_.'-',|3|f!,',: i T
ed NG A D atiorm to Sa:“ IADLIADAG hermitage with his son and daughter. On one dent, later, brought ill fortune to King Dashrath. dance-drama like 'Phule phule dhole dhole' |h”t::: i,r:,i,,l,m,;lrl Din H M
award tell their unheard stories. stormy night the sage's son went out to fetch The creative Tilottama successfully pre- and 'Purano shei din-er kotha' which are m-.;JL.-dy,r|g;-||jr.£ ___ |L.:;.;:u;|.a m  Tarokalap
SNVITINY) (P7erussrarsiSzeiemsestas s tisnarsnerernnsnassntn sk avasiz tirite water for his father. The sound of the water sented the dance-drama by the youngones.  very dear to the hearts of the children.” 06:30pm  Talk of the Week 07:40pm  Our Democracy

ing Source: The Hollywood Reporter being filled misled the king and he shot an ‘I am happy working with children,” said Tilottama also designed costumes, light TV Desh TV '

" - arrow at what he thought was an animal. The =~ Tilotamma adding, “Tagore experimented and stage of the musical drama.




