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HC for action
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According to the report, a

large number of privately-
owned auto rickshaws are
plying the streets as vehicles
for hire, ignoring their regis-
tration rules.

In spite of “private”
inscribed on the grey three-
wheelers, they wait at bus
stops and major intersec-
tions looking for passengers.

However, the government
did not allow any new regis-
tration of commercially-run
auto rickshaws since 2004,
considering the heavy traffic
in the capital, the report
stated, quoting
Badruddouza, additional

secretary of the communi-
cations ministry.

The communications
secretary, chairman of
Bangladesh Road Transport
Authority (BRTA), DMP
comimissioner and deputy
commissioner (DC) of
Dhaka were made respon-
dentstotherule.

Deputy Attorney General
Amit Talukder read out The
Daily Star report before the
HC bench.

The court also directed
the BRTA chairman to sub-
mit before the court, by June
5, a list containing registra-
tion numbers of auto rick-
shaws registered from 2004

till date under the Motor
Vehicle Ordinance 1993.

Meanwhile, police
claimed to have strength-
ened their drive against
private CNG three-wheelers
in the capital.

"Ihave given directions to
take legal actions against
private auto rickshaws run-
ning commercially" said
Alamgir Kabir, DC of DMP
(south), yesterday.

Police filed 267 cases
against auto rickshaws from
the south zone of DMP on
Sunday, while around 200
cases are being filed against
CNG-run three wheelers daily,
onaverage, he informed.

Obama to skip Apec summit

AFP, New York

Obama had not been expected to travel to

US President Barack Obama will not attend
the Apec summit in Vladivostok in
September, which comes soon after the
Democratic presidential nominating con-
vention, theWhite House said yesterday.

The announcement by White House
spokesman Jay Carney came days after
Russian President Vladimir Putin said he
would skip this week's G8 summit at the US
president’'s retreat at Camp David, as he

finalizes his cabinet.

Carney delivered the news to the press
pool traveling with Obama in New York.

Russia for the Asia Pacific Economic
Cooperation (Apec) summit, as it takes place
soon after the Democratic convention in
Charlotte, North Carolina, during the week
of September 3.

US officials said the Russian side had
been understanding about Obama's deci-
sion and appreciated the scheduling diffi-
culties at a moment when his campaign for
reelection will hit top gear.

White House officials have also expressed

understanding over Putin's decision not to

travel to the G8 summit so soon after his
inauguration last week.

Popularity
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priority over Rashed Khan

Menon and Hasanul Haque
Inu, chiefs of Workers Party
and Jatiyva Samajtantrik Dal,
two components of the AL-
led alliance.

He does not face any
difficulties to continue as a
technocrat minister thanks
to destruction of the spirit of
the original constitution of
1972 which would compel a
technocrat minister to get
elected as an MP within six
months of being swornin.

In return of the favour he
got, Barua, chief of
Bangladesher Samyabadi
Dal (M.L.), apparently tried
to please the premier by
blasting Yunus and Abed in
line with the ruling AL's
stance against the caretaker
government system which
was abolished last year.

Barua on Friday just
joined the chorus as before
him Finance Minister AMA
Muhith and AL General
Secretary and LGRD
Minister Syed Ashraful Islam
bitterly criticised Yunus and
Abed. And Muhith and
Ashraf spoke in line with the
stance of Sheikh Hasina who
earlier on several times

criticised Yunus.

But the way the industries
minister castigated Yunus
and Abed and urged them to
join politics first to speak
about politics looks inde-
cent. Barua might have
forgotten his own popularity
when he was throwing a
challenge to Yunus and Abed
to test their popularity by
stepping in politics.

Since restoration of
democracy in the country in
1990 through a mass
upsurge against autocratic
ruler HM Ershad, Barua
contested three parliamen-
tary elections. The Election
Commission's reports on
previous polls speak the
reality of his polls perfor-
mances.

He contested from
Chittagong-1 parliamentary
constituency on ticket of
Bangladesher Samyabadi
Dal and bagged only 1,552
votes out of 129,105 votes
cast in 1991 parliamentary
polls. The result? Barua's
security deposit was for-

feited.
He contested the 1996

parliamentary polls and

obtained only 511 votes,
one-third of the votes he

Meghna Petroleum Limited

(A Subsidiary of Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation)
58-59, Agrabad Commercial Area, Chittagong

Tender Notice

1. | Name of the

Meghna Petroleum Limited, 58-89, Agrabad Commercial

procuring Area, Chittagong.
entity
2. | Invitation of | Package No. Description Cost of Eamest
tender for tender money
documents
Pur-105 Repair of Tank Tk Tk.6,00,000/-
Dt.: 25/04/2012 | No. T-456 at | 5,000.00/-
Main
Installation,
Chittagong

3. | Procurement
method

Open Tendering Method (OTM). Tender to be submitted in
two separate envelopes, one for technical offer and the other
for financial offer.

Last selling date of tender document

June 03, 2012

15.30hrs

Tender closing time and date

June 05, 2012

15.00hrs

Tender opening time & date

June 05, 2012

15.15hrs

NS O

Name & address of the offices for;

Selling of tender
documents

1. Purchase/Cash Section,

Chittagong.

2. Meghna Bhaban, 131, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka.

58-59, Agrabad C/A,

Receiving of tender
documents

DGM (Engineering), Meghna Petroleum Limited, 58-59,
Agrabad Commercial Area, Chittagong.

Opening of tender
documents

DGM (Engineering), Meghna Petroleum Limited, 58-59,
Agrabad Commercial Area, Chittagong.

8. | Qualification of
tenderer

(a) Interested contractor must have successfully completed,
as a prime contractor for construction/repair of at least 1 No.
X 1500 MT capacity POL Storage Steel Tank including
supply of all necessary men and materials within the last 5
(five) years, with a value of at least Tk. 150.00 lac in a
government/semi-government/autonomous bodies/BPC & its
subsidiary organisation or any private power plant under
Power Development Board (PDB).

(b) Average annual construction turnover shall be greater
than Tk. 150.00 lac over the last 03 (three) years.

(c) The minimum amount of liquid assets or working capital
or credit facilities of the tenderer shall be Tk. 100.00 lac.

9. | Special instruction

The technical offer must comprise the following:

a) Copies of work order/purchase order along with
satisfactory completion certificate of contract(s) as a prime
contractor, construction/repair of at least 1 No. X 1500 MT
capacity POL Storage Steel Tank including supply of all
men and materials within the last 5 (five) years, with a
value of at least Tk. 150.00 lac in a government/semi-
government/autonomous bodies/BPC & its subsidiary
organisation or any private power plant under Power

Development Board (PDB).

b) Certified copy of valid trade license. c¢) Certified copy of
TIN certificate. d) Copy of VAT registration. ) Earnest
money. (f) Original money receipt of purchasing the
tender documents. (g) Any other documents as specified

in the tender schedule.

10. | Procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject any or part of any tender without
showing any reason whatsoever.

Note: If the tender can not be received/opened on the date of schedule due to any
uncontrollable reason, the same will be received/opened on the next working day at
same time and same place.
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place as before across the

country. In the capital,
power outages almost every
alternate hour continue
when the demand for elec-
tricity is the highest because

ofhot weather.
With the mercury shoot-

ing up to 38 to 40 degrees
Celsius in different areas of
the country, people are
consuming more power to
run fan and air conditioners.
But due to load shedding
which is taking place six to
10 times a day at places,
these cannot be used as
required.

“I wake up every night
around 3 to 4 am, sweating
inmy bed,” said Mohammad
Kamal of Green Road in the
capital. “I always thought
since the demand for power
is quite low at night, its sup-
ply would be normal. But in
our area, power supply goes
off every alternate hour,” he
added.

A resident of Uttara,
Rumman, said, “We bought
an air conditioner last week.
We managed to run it for a
while. But most of the time, it
serves only as a showpiece

while we sweat.”
From old Dhaka to

Gulshan, the situation is
almost the same. Those who
turned to using generators
or IPS can, however, run
their fans during the hot and
humid hours, but those who
entirely depend on the
national grid for power
supply are in a miserable
condition.

The load shedding of
power has also affected
water supply as the Wasa
cannot operate its water
pumps non-stop to ensure
in many areas of the capital.
Wasa sources said around
half of the water pumps
cannot be normally due to
the load shedding.

The PDB says if it had
enough funds, it could have
operated all the rental power
plants and bring down the
level of load shedding to a
tolerable level.

Many rental plants that
sell power to the PDB at a
high price is sitting idle since
it cannot provide them with
liquid fuel -- diesel and
heavy fuel oil.

As a result, the PDB says,
it is supplying around 5,200
MW power against the
demand for 6,700 MW
across the country.

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, Bangladesh
&'-’? Emergency 2007 Cyclone Recovery and Restoration Project (Component A)

Receiving and Opening of Tenders for Seed/Grain Silos under Package 4G16.C

Tenders for Grain Silos under Package 4G16.C will now be received up to 14:00 Hrs. on 23 May 2012 and received
tenders will be opened immediately thereafter, in the presence of tenderers’ representatives, who choose to attend, at

the address indicated below. Tenderers, who prepared their tenders on or before 23 April’12, need not change the
validity of their tenders as well as the corresponding tender securities.

FAO Representation in Bangladesh
House # 37, Road # 8

Dhanmondi , Dhaka-1205

Tel: 880-2-8118015

Fax: 8802-2-811 3446

The PDB mentioned that
it could have supplied 6,000
MW power now if it had
enough funds to provide the
required liquid fuel, the
price of which more than
doubled in the last two years
when it (PDB) had planned
and forecast how it would
handle the summer require-
ment of powerin2012.

“We ran out of the Tk
5,200-crore subsidy several
months back. The govern-
ment is raising power tariff
to cover our deficit, but the
move should have been
initiated much earlier so
that we did not have to
depend much on the sub-
sidy,” said a top PDB official.

“Two years ago, when we
started implementing a
large number of fuel- based
rental power projects, the
price of heavy fuel oil (HFO)
was just Tk 26 a litre. Now, its
price has gone up to Tk 60 a
litre. Had the price remained
low, we would not have faced
the power crisis,” he said.

Had the fuel price
remained Tk 26 a litre, the
PDB would have required Tk
4,000 crore in subsidy. Prior
to the last fiscal year's bud-
get, the fuel price rose to Tk
40 a litre, forcing the PDB to
seek Tk 9,000-crore subsidy.
Of this, the government gave
Tk 5,200 crore with the
remaining to be collected by
raising power tariff.

But now, with the HFO
price rising sharply, the PDB
has estimated it would need
Tk 1,2000 crore in subsidy in
the next fiscal year.

PDB sources said due to
the fund crunch, they have
stopped fuel supply to sev-
eral rental plants. They
(PDB) are paying these idle
plants a “capacity charge”
for not buying power from
them. Capacity charge is
roughly one fifth of the
power tariff for each of these
plants.

The easiest way to
increase power generation
would have been anincrease
of gas supply to power
plants. Power from natural
gas-fired plant is the cheap-
est power in the country. But
due to persistent gas crisis
for many years now, close to
a 1,000 MW power cannot be
generated.

In the last three years, the
Petrobangla failed to signifi-
cantly increase gas supply.

Meanwhile, the PDB is
striking a deal with
Australian company Santos
to buy gas from a new small
gas field close to the offshore
Sangu field. Santos would
supply only 20 million cubic
feet a day (mmcfd) gas to the
PDB at a rate of $4.5 per
mmcfd once the higher
authorities approve the
purchase proposal.

“This gas will help us run
partially one of the two
210MW Raozan power plant
units. Santos will be able to
supply it just for two years.
We are hoping that during
this period, the company
will make similar discover-
ies,” a PDB high official said.

obtained in 1991. His secu-
rity deposit was again lost.
He however did not feel
frustrated with his perfor-
mance. He contested the
2001 polls from the same
parliamentary constituency
and bagged 307 votes,
almost halfhe gotin 1996.
The results show how
Barua's popularity declined
in over two decades. But he
was fortunate as AL needed
name of his party in its strat-

+sNEWS

egy to politically isolate past
BNP-Jamaat-led alliance
and to wage street agitations
against the then regime.

His life sketch posted on
the industries ministry
website proudly claims he
was one of the architects of
the 14-party alliance led by
AL. He was one of the
frontline leaders to launch
movement against Khaleda
Zia and Matiur Rahman
Nizami's government. The

life sketch contains
detailed information about
Barua's long political
career since his student
life. But it did not cite any
single information about
his participation in the
three parliamentary polls
and his performance in
those battles of ballots.

He might have felt
embarrassed to cite the
information in his life sketch
on his popularity test.

Journalist assaulted

FROM PAGE 20
Journalists in the district

condemned the incident
and demanded punishment

of the perpetrator.

Victim's brother Al
Mahamud Sarkar said
Aminul along with his eight
to ten accomplices suddenly
attacked his brother Mamun
around 10:00am when he
was having tea at a roadside
stallin Beramarket area.

The attackers beat him
up mercilessly with sticks
and iron rods. Locals res-
cued the victim and admit-
ted to Bera Upazila Health
Complex. But upon sugges-
tions by the on-duty doc-
tors, he was shifted to the
Pabna hospital.

Assistant Director of the
hospital Dr Monwarul Aziz
said the victim was undergo-
ing treatment at the ortho-

paedic ward.
Mamun said the crimi-

nals beat him for publishing
a news item in his newspa-

per last Friday that revealed
corruption of Tuku's rela-
tives in the tender process of
TR (test relief) and Kabikha
programmes.

“After the news was pub-
lished, the supporters of the
minister got angry with me,”
Mamun said.

Abdul Hai Sarkar, officer-
in-charge of Bera Police
Station, said victim's
brother Mahamud filed a
case accusing six persons
including the nephew of the
state minister. The five oth-
ers are Nazrul Islam, Jakir
Hossain, Halim, Firoz and
Faruk all belong to the local
Awami League.

“Aminul Haque, son of
Bodiul Alam, is the prime
accused in the case. We have
recorded the case and are
investigating the incident,”
the OCsaid.

Pabna Police Super
Jahangir Hossain Matobbar
said the law enforcers were
trying to nab the criminals.

Following the incident,
local journalists started
demonstration to protest
against the assault of
Mamun. They held a protest
rally on Bera Upazila
Reporters Unity office pre-
mises around 12:00 noon
with its President Sarkar

Arifur Rahman in the chair.
Journalists Borun Roy,

Shafiul Azam and Boshonto
Das also spoke at the meet-
ing. They said such an
assault of a journalist for
publishing news on corrup-
tion was “an attack on free
journalism”.

Bera upazila journalists
will hold a protest rally today
demanding punishment of
those responsible for the
attack.

President of Pabna Press
Club Prof Shibojit Nag and
General Secretary Ahmedul
Haque Rana also con-
demned the attack and
demanded punishment to
the perpetrators.
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