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Theatre

Play: Banglar Mati Banglar Jol
Troupe: Palakar

Venue: National Theatre Hall,
Shilpakala Academy

Date: May 16

Time: 7pm

Film Screening

Title: European Short Film
Venue: Institute of Modern
Lanquage, University of Dhaka
Date: May 13-17

ELUROPEAN SHORT FILM DAYS Time: 7pm

Solo Art Exhibition :
Artist: Debashis Pal S
Venue: Galleri Kaya, H-20, B

R-16, Sec-4, Uttara 8

Date: May 4-15

Time: 11am-7:30pm

Theatre
Play: Shesher Kabita
Troupe; Theatre Art Unit
Venue: National Theatre Hall,
Shilpakala Academy

Date: May 13; Time: 7pm

Group Art Exhibition
Organiser: Shako
Venue: Radios Centre, 57, B
Gulshan Avenue (&

Date: May 4-18 S

Time: 10pm-8pm [

Photography Exhibition
Title: World Press Photo 12
Venue: Drik Gallery, H-58,
R-15A{New), Dhanmondi

Date: April 26-May 18

Time: 3pm-Bpm

Solo Art Exhibition
Artist: Imtiaj Shohag
Venue: Alliance Francaise de
Dhaka, Dhanrmondi

Date: May 10-22

Time: 2pm-9pm

Theatre

Play: Onoitihashik

Troupe: Tirandaj Natyadal
Venue: Experimental Theatre
Hall, Shilpakala Academy
Date: May 14

Time: 7pm
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To celebrate Dr. Sanjida Khatun receiving Deshikottom
from Visva Bharati University (India), Jatiyo Rabindra
Sangeet Sammelan Parishad (JRSSP) in association
with cultural organisations Bratachari Samiti
Bangladesh and Chhayanaut hosted a felicitation and
cultural programme at Chhayanaut Shangskriti Bhaban
in Dhaka on May 11.

The event began with a presentation of
talbadya (percussion recital) featuring tabla,
mridangam, pakhawaj, khol and dhol. Dashrath
Das, Enamul Haque Omar, Gautam Sarkar, Subir
Ghosh, Swarup Hossain, Iftekhar Alam Prodhan
and Sushen Kumar Roy played their respective
instruments.

Felicitating 'Deshikottom' Dr. Sanjida Khatun,
Professor Zillur Rahman Siddiqui, president of
JRSSP, spoke at the event. Eminent personalities --
Professor Shamsuzzaman Khan, director general
of Bangla Academy and Dr. Atiur Rahman, gover-
nor of Bangladesh Bank, were also present at the
event.

A choral song and group dance presentation by the
artistes of Chhayanaut followed. Several dancers per-
formed to a live rendition of the song “Anandadhwani

ENTERTAINMENT
Deshikottom Dr. Sanjida Khatun felicitated

Cultural Programme held at Chhayanaut

Jagao Gagoney”. Renowned Tagore singer Mita Haque
directed the choral rendition while noted dancer
Sharmila Bandyopadhyay choreographed the dance
piece.

Noted elocutionists -- Bhashwar Bandyopadhyay;,
Asaduzzaman Noor and Syed Hasan Imam -- recited at
the event.

Celebrated singers -- Fahmida Khatun, Bulbul
Islam, Mita Haque, Shaheen Samad, Papiya Sarwar,
Iffat Ara Dewan, Lili Islam, Aditi Mohsin, Laisa
Ahmed Lisa, Chandana Majumdar, Roquaiya Hasina
Neely and others -- performed “Aaji E Nirala

Kunjey”, “Ami Chanchal Hey", “Debota Jeney Roi

Durey”, “Esho Hey Shajal”, “Jiboney Amar Jato
Anando”, “Tomar Tulona Tumi Pran”, “Gahon
Kushum Kunja Majhey”, “Kee Dhwani Bajey”, “Ke
Boshiley Aaji Hridoyashoney”, “Manush Guru
Nishtha Jaar”, “Din Shesh-er Ranga Mukul” and
more at the programme.

Seasoned dancers Tamanna Rahman and Shukla
Sarkar performed solo, while artistes of Brarachari
performed dhali dance at the event. Young artistes
of Nalanda, a school operated by Chhayanaut,
staged a srutinatok at the programme. The event
wrapped up with a choral rendition of the national
anthem.
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el Adoption of the Dhaka Declaration

Apart from other issues, the Forum focused on how to create a space for the civil society groups to play active roles for development.
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Vow to protect and promote cultural
diversity of the Asia-Pacific

Cultural Ministerial Forum of the region ends with Dhaka Declaration

Jamin MAHMUD
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The three-day Cultural Diversity Ministerial Forum of
the Asia-Pacific Region ended on May 11 with the
“Dhaka Declaration on the Diversity of Cultural
Expressions”. Organised jointly by the Ministry of
Cultural Affairs and UNESCO, the Forum saw the decla-
ration at the concluding ceremony held at Hotel
Ruposhi Bangla. Cultural Minister Abul Kalam Azad
read out the paper in presence of the delegates and
journalists. The paper contains a vow to protect and

promote cultural diversity of the Asia-Pacific.

Appreciating the initiative undertaken by Bangladesh
for promoting the diversity of cultural expressions in the
Asia-Pacific region, the ministers and representatives
from 33 regional nations unanimously agreed with the
tenets of the declaration that recognised the growing
economic contribution of cultural and creative indus-
tries in the region.

The declaration highlighted some policies for the
Asia-Pacific region: “integrating culture into sustainable
development programmes’, “promoting participatory
governance for culture”, “collecting and sharing infor-
mation to promote the diversity of cultural expressions”

and “strengthening cultural and creative industries”.
The three-day forum, inaugurated by the Prime
Minister of Bangladesh, Sheikh Hasina, on May 9,
encompassed six Plenary Sessions. Apart from other
issues, the sessions discussed on how to create a space
for the civil society groups to play active roles for devel-
opment. The primary focus was to uphold basic human

Aamir's new TV show -- a potential

SOCIa

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi
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When it comes to fighting a grave social evil, few
Bollywood superstars move from reel to real life
with such consummate ease as Aamir Khan.

Just days after Aamir made his much-awaited
debut on the television with a reality show
“Satyamev Jayate” (Truth Alone Prevails) raising
the issue of speedy trial of those guilty of female
foeticide, the actor travelled to Jaipur, the capital
city of desert state of Rajasthan, met Chief Minis-
ter Ashok Gehlot on May 9, and pressed for
speedy trial of female foeticide cases.

“The Chief Minister has assured me that he
will take it forward with the Rajasthan High Court
Chief Justice so that a fast track court (to try the
cases) is formed,” the actor told reporters emerg-
ing from the meeting with Gehlot.

In the first episode of the reality show that
opened to a stupendous audience response,
Aamir had invited two journalists from Rajasthan
who spoke about their sting operation to expose
doctors involved in female foeticide and how no
action was taken against them.

The 47-year-old actor had promised to meet
Gehlot with his request to expedite trial in the
cases by bringing them under a fast track court.

Gehlot said Aamir's show was true to its name
and he had started a movement, taking up an
issue that concerned the entire country.

“The sting operation happened seven to eight

movement

years ago but it was Aamir who brought their
good work before the country,” added the Chief
Minister.

“This issue is of much importance to the peo-
ple of the country. Looking after the girl child is a
vital area,” Aamir said.

Both Aamir and Gehlot congratulated journal-
ists Shripal Shaktawat and Meena Sharma, who
had carried out the sting operation for a TV chan-
nel, collecting evidence against the doctors who
did the illegal abortions, after testing the gender
of the child in the womb with the help of ultra-
sound machines.

“We need more journalists of this kind in the
country,” the actor said.

The subject of female foeticide “touched my

Follow us on f

heart. I am doing the TV show because my heart
said so,” said Aamir who had highlighted the
plight of a dyslexic child through the movie
“Taare Zameen Par” some years ago.

However, the actor refuses to view himself as
an activist as well. “I'm an entertainer and I can-
not talk on just one issue all the time. Entertain-
ment isn't just making people laugh. Entertain-
ment is what moves people. I am happy that the
first episode of my TV show touched hearts,”
according to Aamir,

The actor had earlier featured in short films
propagating the causes of not harassing foreign
tourists and making them feel welcome, impor-
tance of general cleanliness in civic life, and pro-
tection of historical monuments.

Aamir's reality show on TV turned out to be an
instant hit on the social media network with

micro-blogging site Twitter recording more than
2,000 tweets within an hour of the telecast of the
first episode on May 6.

Veteran actress Shabana Azmi said the reality
show can “bring a revolution” while actor-director
Farhan Akhtar described it as a “show with a heart”.

It is a little unfortunate that the start of the
reality show was not without a tinge of contro-
versy. Well-known singer Palash Sen, who set up
the popular band Euphoria, sent a legal notice to
the TV channel and Aamir alleging that the cho-
rus of the reality show's anthem “Satyamev
Jayate” has been lifted from the band's decade-
old song of the same name.

The spiritual aspect of Tagore

“Rabindra Abhivyakti” staged

KAVITA, New Delhi
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Many years after his death, Rabindranath Tagore's works are still
being explored. A recent production “Rabindra Abhivyakti” used
the idiom of music and dance to focus on the less-known spiri-
tual philosophy of the bard. Explains Odissi exponent, “yogi” and
“spiritualist” Reela Hota, who conceptualised the presentation
along with her mother Bijoylaxmi Hota, “While the aesthetic
value of Tagore's works has been highlighted, not enough impor-
tance has been given to explain the spiritual and yogic signifi-
cance of his poems through different art forms. We at Rays of
Wisdom Society have made an attempt to present this aspect of
his through a never-before multi-art presentation of Odissi,

Kathak, Gaudiya Nritya, Pung Chalom and creative dance.”
Rays of Wisdom Society, of which Reela is secretary;, is

slanted at reviving the spiritual aspect of the arts -- whether
music, dance, drama or painting. The aim of “Rabindra
Abhivyakti” was in Reela's words, “To establish Tagore as an
enlightened man and role model for artists of today. Art is
meant to accelerate human evolution. However, if the focus is
on the material in art, one evolves accordingly.”

The recent production comprised of “Mangalacharan”, an
invocation to Goddess Saraswati, the goddess of knowledge
and arts, which went on to describe the experience of a Nada
Yogi devotee. The Tagore works were “Dui Pakhi”, “Nirjharer
Swapnabhanga”, “Rath Jatra” and “Mokshya”, which traced the
progress of an individual soul from bondage to liberation or the
transcendental state.

Reela excelled in the opening Odissi “Mangalacharan”, while
the other pieces lacked an edge. If Reela was the bright spark in
the production, the viewer's attention flagged as the other
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Rising stars will compete against established Hollywood names
for the limelight at this year's Cannes film festival, with Robert
Pattinson, Zac Efron, Kristen Stewart and Shia LaBeouf all appear-
ing in highly anticipated movies.

They will rub shoulders with the likes of Brad Pitt and Nicole
Kidman, as well as some of the great names in directing, at the
world's biggest and most glamorous cinema showcase.

"I think there's a whole new wave of acting talent that has come
in on to the scene literally in the last couple of years," Australian
director John Hillcoat told Reuters.

His competition movie "Lawless”, a Depression-era gangster
tale, features Tom Hardy;, Jessica Chastain, Labeouf and Mia
Wasikowska among others, and he also singled out Michael
Fassbender as an example of fresh talent coming to the fore.

Cannes organizers will be keen to avoid the controversy that

overshadowed last year's edition -- Danish director Lars Von Trier
was banned after making Nazi jokes at a press conference, a deci-
sion criticized by many festival goers.

Film critics have at least given organizers the thumbs up for
their selection of movies in 2012, although what looks promising
on paper does not always make for a good festival.

Opening the whirlwind fortnight of screenings, parties and

dancers went through their Kathak, Gaudiya Nritya, Pung
Chalom and creative dance moves. The recorded music com-

posed by renowned classical vocalists Pandit Rajan and Sajan

Mishra, redeemed the evening.
If the execution of “Rabindra Abhivyakti” went haywire at

times, it is impossible to fault the concept and design by Reela
and her mother, a yoga and meditation guru with several books
on yoga to her credit. A lot of hard work went in to the produc-
tion, says Reela since she is neither a Tagore scholar nor a
Bengali. Extensive research was therefore needed towards
which end the mother-daughter duo sat across the table with
Tagore scholars. “Many people said that there is much more to

Tagore than beautiful poetry,” says Reela.
One only wishes that the other dancers had done justice to a

fine idea.

Cannes film festival puts spotlight on rising stars

publicity campaigns on Wednesday is the glitzy world premiere of
Wes Anderson's children's fantasy "Moonrise Kingdom", starring
Bill Murray, Bruce Willis and Tilda Swinton.

For Anderson, the walk down the famous red carpet-cum-

fashion catwalk, flanked by showbiz media from around the globe,

may be as daunting as for the debutant child actors in his cast.

"I've never been before, so for me just going to Cannes at all is
exciting," the director told Reuters in an interview.

"What I know about Cannes is from still photographs of people
walking up those steps and paparazzi images, so I don't really
have any expectations.”

Asked whether he would be busy on the crowded party circuit,
he replied: "I haven't received any invitations yet.”
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Apart from other issues, the Forum focused on how to
create a space for the civil society groups to play
active roles for development.

rights through cultural expressions.
Irina Bokova, director general, UNESCO was in

Dhaka to attend the forum. Emphasising on the cooper-
ation of the governments, civil societies, cultural actors,
and others concerned to create a fresh momentum for
operation of the forum, the DG of UNESCO said, “Turn-
ing the forum into a success is the responsibility of all.
We will urge the government officials to disseminate our

message at home and at the international level.”
Charles Vallerand, executive director, International

Federation of Coalition for Cultural Diversity (IFCCD)
saw the forum as a platform for artists and societies to
promote cultural expressions in future.

“Culture holds the key to social change and the devel-
opment of our societies. Strong policies are needed more
than ever to ensure that citizens can also produce and

access their own cultural expressions,” said Vallerand.
While Vallerand felt the need of participatory gover-

nance for culture, Professor Syed Jamil Ahmed,
Department of Theatre, University of Dhaka went fur-
ther and spoke about grassroots-level involvement for
cultural development.

In his paper “Recognising, Engaging, Celebrating
Diversity of Cultural Expressions: An Articulation from
Bangladesh”, Professor Ahmed focused on the develop-
ment that should go with “ 'recognising’ minoritarian-
becoming; 'engaging' into argument and becoming
interlocked with majoritarian narrative of the nation,

and by 'celebrating' the creativity of the people”.
Other important issues such as the role of women as
well as the hopes, opportunities and challenges were

discussed in other plenary sessions.
Among 44 Asia-Pacific nations, representatives from

33 participated in the forum. However, the ratifying coun-
tries are only 12. Ramendu Majumdar, President
Worldwide of International Theatre Institute (ITI), hoped
that this number would increase in future. ITI advances
UNESCO's goals of mutual understanding and peace for

the protection and promotion of cultural expressions.
The forum featured delegates from India, Sri Lanka,

China, Indonesia, Iran and Japan, as well as Palau, Solomon

Islands, Temor Leste, Kiribati and Marshall Islands.
Two cultural programmes and one exhibition --

upholding diversity of Bangladesh -- were held during
the forum.

ZAHANGIR SHAH, Manikganj
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A cultural programme, titled 'Rabindra Sandhya’,
was held at the District Sports Association Audito-
rium in Manikganj last Thursday evening to cele-
brate the 151st birth anniversary of Tagore.

Tagore enthusiasts Syed Nazmul Hasan and
Basudeb Saha arranged the programme which
included poetry recitation, dance and songs.

Artistes of Shilpakala Academy, Shishu Academy,
Udichi Shilpi Goshthi, Sangskritik Biplobi Sangha
and Shilparath took part in the event.

Renowned Tagore researcher Professor
Benimadhab Chakrabarty formally inaugurated the
function. Munshi Shahabuddin Ahmed, deputy
commissioner of Manikganj; Abul Islam Shikdar,

'Renditions of Rabindra Sangeet _
mark the bard's
birth anniversary celebration

vice-principal of Manikganj Government Women's
College; Abu Bakar Siddigue Mollah, Assistant
Professor of Manikganj Government Devendra
College; AFM Sultanul Azam Khan, general secre-
tary of Manikganj District Sports Association and
journalist Saifuddin Ahmed were present at the
programme,

The programmed began with a dance to the
song “Aguner Poroshmoni” by the artistes of
Shilparath. This was followed by renditions of
songs by Sudhin Sarker, Antara Saha, Polash
Bhowmik, Saima Azad Sami, and Nikunja Mitra.

Farjana Hossain Khan recited from "Nirjhorer
Swapnabhanga”

Among the guests were government officials,
politicians, cultural personalities, lawyers, journal-
ists, teachers and students.

Beetle Baily
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10:05 Rumjhum
11:30 Prokriti 0 Manush

03:05 Bangla Feature Film
07:25 Mojay Mojay Shekha
09:00  Drama: Tumi Ki Ashbey

Na Phirey
10:30 Praney Money Ontorey
ATN BANGLA

11:20 Business and Finance
01:25 Shurer Madhuri

05:35 Dhak Dhol

08:00 Drama Serial: Palabar
Poth Nai

09:20 Drama Serial:
Chhayanari Kayanari

CHANNEL i

01:05 Ebong Ginemar Gaan

02:40  Grorey Ghorey Gaaner
Utshab

06:00  (Chhayajhankar

09:35 Drama Serial:

Longkakanda
11:30 Prokriti O Jibon

abc Radio FM 85.2

000 Mokhurito Jiboney

1200 Darun Dupurey

0205 The Daily Star Jlibaner
loygaan

03:00 Duranto Bikefey
0700 Shaj-er Maya

000 Raat-er Akashey

11:00 Golper Shesh Mei
RADIO FOORTI

07:30 Hello Dhaka
10:00 Morning Express

RADIO

All programmes are in local
time. The Daily Star will not

be responsible for any
change in the programme.

Rtv

12:35 Bangla Feature Film
08:20 Drama Serial: Chorkabbo
09:50  Dhrupodi Kahini

11:30 Drama Serial: Ural

Pongkhi

12:05 Shimana Periey

Desh TV

03:02 (aan R Gaan

0502  Durpath

07:45 Drama Serial: Mayer Doa
Poribahan

09:45  Tribute to the Mother
1145 Total Sports

Maasranga Television

10:02  Bangla Feature Film
06:30 Binodin Sharadin
08:30 Drama Serial:

Khonikaloy
09:02  Tele-quiz
11:00 World Music
CHANNEL 9

09:15 Bangla Feature Film
06:00  Maake Bhalobeshe

Mo Tension

0400 Dhaka Calling
LRI Full Valume

11:00 Back to Back music
RADIO TODAY FM 22,6

(000 Grean FM

Good Morning Dhaka
Today's Adda
UTurn

Tobey Tai Hok

Raat Bhor Gaan
Hutum Pecha

Nupur
On ntv at 09:00pm

Single Episode TV |

Cast: Diti, Tarin
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Maa Ebong |§

Ottpor

On Boishakhi TV at
08:00pm

Single Episode TV
Play

Cast: Sharmili
Ahmed, Dolly Zahur

Love and Other
Impossible

' Pursuits

On Fox Movies at
08:50pm

Genre: Drama
Cast: Natalie
Portman, Scott
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07:00  Rong Bhuboner Nao

nt 1020 Dhulo Khela
{(8:45 Bangla Feature Film 11:15 Hits & Bits
04:10  Janar Achhey Bolar i
Achhey Fox Movies
06:15  Shubho Shondhya 04:40  Once Upon ATime
09:00  Drama: Nupur 0700  Big Hnrr!mas: Like
etk 50 Love O
ETV Impossible Pursuits
06:30  Desh Jurey Oporadh 10:35 Homeland
Porikroma 11:35  The Devil's Own
07:50 Gaaner Oparey HBO

08:20  Drama Serial: Ohongkar

1205  Ekushey-erRaat 0325  Thelast Aitbender

05:40 Turistas

02:00  Sunday Live 07-25 Next
Boishakhi TV 0930 Around The World In 80
10:30  Business Hour Days
01:00  Rontogorbha Maa 1205 Speedy Singhs
0530  ShudhuCinemarGaan — Star World
08:00  Drama: Maa Ebang 03:30  The River

Ottpor 0930  Missing
11:00  Reporters Dairy 10:30  Desperate Housewives
BANGLAVISION 1130 Supematural
1105 ShokalBelarRoddur  Discovery Channel
01:05 Bangla Feature Film 0230 ManVs. Wild

06:05 Ebong Class-er Bairey 0530  Squeamish

08:15 Drama Serial: Ladies First ~ 08:30  Revealed
11:25 Business Vision 12:00  Factory Made

DRAMA SERIAL

ATH BANGLA BANGLAVISION
08:40pm  Chora Goli 09:05pm  Long March
CHAMNMNEL i Riv

07:50pm  Noorjahan 09:05pm  Oloshpur

nty Desh TV

08:15pm  Bondhu Amar 0E:15pm  Sat Kahon
ETV Maasranga Television
09:30pm  Tattu Ghora 08:00pm  Sat Sawdagor
Boishakhi TV CHANNEL 9

09:20pm  Utshab 08:30pm  Helicopter

NEWS BULLETIN

BTV Boishakhi TV

News (Bangla) at 12pm, News (Bangla) at 10am,
2pm, 5pm, 8pm. 2pm, 7pm.

News (English) at 10am, News (English) at 9am,
4pm, 10pm. m.

ATN BANGLA BANGLAVISION

qléu"“r'ﬁ [gg':[?'?}p?ﬂt 1111:?;?:6 News (Bangla) at 10am,
News (English} at 9am, 2pm, 7:30pm, 10:30pm.
Gpm. News (English) at 1pm,
CHANNEL i 3pm, 6pm, 9pm.

News (Bangla) at 2pm, Riv

9pm, 10:30pm. Mews (Bangla) at

ntv 1:45pm, 6: 10:45pm.
Mews (Bangla) at 2pm, Desh TV

7:30pm, 10:30pm. News (Bangla) at 2pm,
ETV 7pm, 9pm, 11pm.

News (Bangla) at 1pm, Maasranga Television
3pm, S5pm, 7pm, 9pm, News (Bangla) at 7pm,
11pm. lam.

TALK SHOW

ATH BANGLA

1230am  Lead News

CHAMMNEL |

0%45am  Iritio Matra

12:30pm  Taroka Kothon

ny

12:00am Bl Shomaoy

ETV

10:10pm Modhur Amar
Mayer Hashi

Boishakhi TV
12:00am  fero

Hour
1t
10:40am  Tarokalap
0F40pm  Our Democracy
Desh TV
11:45pm  Shoja Kotha
Maasranga Television
12:02am  Shamprotik



