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3 LARGE POWER PROJECTS

Bid term changes

raise questions

SHARIER KHAN

the PDB last month amended two vital

The Power Development Board has
changed two vital bidding criteria in the
tenders for three new large public sector
power projects, which is likely to narrow
down competition and favour certain

bidders.
The PDB last month

floated the tenders for con-
structing three plants with
1,000 megawatt capacity in
Ghorashal, Shahjibazar and
Barapukuria. The tenders
demand that interested
bidders will arrange the
loan for the PDB and engi-
neer, procure and construct

(EPC) the plants.
Earlier, under the same

arrangement, the PDB had floated a ten-
der for constructing a phase-three 450
MW plantin Bibiyana. Japanese company

Marubeni was selected for the job
although its bid had flaws while five

Chinese companies were disqualified

arbitrarily.

After the Bibiyana project controversy,

criteria in the bids for Ghorashal 450 MW

combined cycle, Shahjibazar 300 MW
combined cycle and Barapukuria 250
MW coal- fired power plants. The tenders
for them were all floated in December
lastyear.

One amended criterion
is that the bidders for these
tenders will have to arrange
hundred percent financing
for the EPC job. Previously
bidders needed to arrange
85 percent financing with
the remaining paid by the
PDB upfront.

According to industry
insiders, this was done to
eliminate Chinese bidders
as Chinese national banks
do not provide 100 percent finances. This
would facilitate certain bidders who are in
a position to arrange the full finance.
Therefore, this would shrink the competi-
tion and the PDB would not get the best
bargain.

But PDB Chairman ASM Alamgir Kabir

SEE PAGE 19 COL 8
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Locals and police gather near the wreckage of a bus at Osmaninagar upazila in
Sylhet yesterday. At least eight persons were Kkilled and 30 others injured in a

collision between the bus and a truck in the morning. /nset, daughter of Awami
League leader Iftekhar Hossain Shamim cries over his coffin.
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TEESTA TREATY
Dipu Moni
rules out
uncertainty

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Foreign Minister Dipu
Moni yesterday said there
was no uncertainty over
Teesta water-sharing
agreement with India and
that India has assured
Bangladesh of it during

her recent visit.
However, she did not

say when the deal would
SEE PAGE 19 COL 4

Lightning
kills 5 in
Thakurgaon

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Thakurgaon

At least five persons were
killed and 16 injured as
lightning struck them
yesterday morning in
different villages under
Pirganj and Haripur
upazila in Thakurgaon.
In Pirganj, two farmers
were killed instantly and

five others were injured at
SEE PAGE 19 COL 8

A sacrifice and a

\ J

family in trouble

SHAHEEN MOLLAH and TUHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY

Ten-year-old Tanvir was sitting
in front of his computer, looking
at his father's photo set as desk-

top background.
“I try to find him in his photo-

graph,” said the boy, a class-four
student of Manipur High
School's Rupnagar branch. He
got the computer as a gift from

his father a few days before the

last Eid-ul-Fitr. Hazrat Ali
Tanvir's father Hazrat Ali was a good Samaritan

killed trying to save three elderly women from

armed muggersin the capital on April 6.
Hazrat, a sales supervisor of Kallol Group, was on

his way back home when he saw a gang of four
pounce on the women at Ranikhola in Mirpur-2. As
he went to the rescue of the three women, the mug-

gers opened fire on him.
A bullet pierced Hazrat's chest, leaving him dead

on the spot.
A month into the incident, his wife Salma Sultana

is passing a tough time with son Tanvir Hassan

Prince and daughter Sinthia Anjum Pretty.
These correspondents found Tanvir gazing at his

father's photo on the PC as they went to Mirpur-2
house of the family on May 5 afternoon. Five-year-
old Sinthia, who was sticking with her mother most

ofthe time, had joined his brother for once.
“Sinthia always asks me and her brother if there is
SEE PAGE 19 COL 2
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21 A HECS TS (T TAFS WA, (T ARG A T AT,
@ | ) WA oFE W 9 MR =i (assessment order) 3 s R i,
o) SIS 1o ST CROR ST A o T R e Wi,
of) FN 0 HEAT I O3 CHT TF FgArem A 3o P e v e,
- Aewy (FF S 7 afedm wr Ry “fey Ry e awfere s wws swmem
iR 8 o wra e W, DT ¢ it Remdls wne ome Fors FIwrele «F

*Ifed At s sfm@es |

« *5El Ifes | Frfie wim 21 @ 1efer @ @m =T Aors T @ e «mEEe )
Hitawe @ifea wo fWtm g2 Farers wemeeiEE (Facilitator) M9 [fes Aoy,
T G AY ¢oo/- B TIHIHE FI™ AT FA0S IA,
& HETS AT MY 2fefw deme @ T =G 5iE T=iv =1 o1, 1% s
FaaTe! 91 T4 e i Fare JRE | e gfefie W o Fahret Fufie wide e
ST @ o & Ufis Ty e fRge o=

» | T e e w1fEw sl g o,

o | HIfEH BITER ¢o% FATH 9L ¢o% WITIHIE! W FACT;

vy | e wre casticarst <=

T8 TSl L0
U

Gl S IS
=
o2-39%098¢
oMrdaBoqde

Aol TR BT
B hirw,
T WEN-3, B |
(I - DOCrIdY
TATEN: 03qd¢oodbaq

o, W .
T FhIED
BTt (W)
(F: o2-p20938¢
Ot ale

WG T, B
(P 003-930bdb
938 3bbr

U, T R EF TS Reay o e s

Ty AwT @C

ST S, (G151, BiFl-3000

INTERNAL POLITICS
FBCCI chiet
against foreign
envoys' views

UNB, Dhaka

President of the
Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FBCCI) AK
Azad yesterday urged the
government to take initia-
tives so that foreign diplo-
mats could not make any
comment on the coun-

try's internal politics.
“We call upon the

SEE PAGE 19 COL 1

Tremor jolts
Bangladesh

STAR REPORT

A moderate earthquake
measuring 5.3 on the
Richter scale yesterday
jolted the capital and

other parts of the country.
A good number of

structures in different
areas of the country shook
heavily due to the tremor
that hit around 6.41pm
when people out to the

street in panic.
However, there was no
SEE PAGE 19 COL 3

The Baily Star

%

Integral Energy Limited

ONLINE POLL

Do you think the Speaker's
explanation for not accepting
Sohel Taj's resignation from the

Jatiya Sangsad is justified?
® Yesn (6.7%)

& No s (90.5%)

(2.9%)

@ No Comments
TOTAL VOTES: 419

TODAY'SPOLL

Do you think the charges against
Mirza Fakhrul and 44 other leaders
and activists of BNP-led 18-party
alliance are false and politically
motivated?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
www.thedailystar.net

YOU MAY ALSO VOTE AT
l\“_ facebook.com/dailystarnews d/

May 12

PRAYER TIMING

Asr 500 5-15
Maghrib 6-36 6-40
Esha 800 8-30

T
 Islamic Foundation

Ctg courts facing

judge shortage

TAREK MAHMUD, Ctg

Courts in Chittagong have been facing
multiple problems because one-third
positions of judges and magistrates have
been lying vacant for about

twoyears.
Twenty five of 75 posts

have remained vacant for
different periods, according

One-third
posts lying

to court sources. .
Because of the wvacan- vacan t?
cies, some existing judges ]
have been taking extra pendlng
workload as in addition to cases
their own work they also .
have been doing the work of On rise

the vacant posts.
Lawyers said the number

of pending cases have been rising because

ofthe vacancies.
The delay in adjudication of cases is

and lawyers.
"Quite often, hearing dates of cases are

shifted for the shortage of judges.
Litigants are being deprived of justice for

the delay," said Advocate Salehuddin

Haidar Siddique, former
president of Chittagong
District Bar Association

(CDBA).
Ashok Kumar Das, gen-

eral secretary of CDBA,
said, "The shortage of
judges is a barrier to ensur-
ingjustice.”

Ashish Ranjan Das, sec-
retary to the law ministry,
said there was no recruit-
ment of judges to any court
of the country between

1999 and 2006, that created a shortage of
judges. Although recruitment started
after that period, still the shortage could

increasing the legal costand sufferingsof notbefilled yet, he added.

the litigants, said some justice seekers

SEE PAGE 19 COL 7

Japanese
nation to go
extinct in
1,000 years

AFP, Tokyo

Japanese researchers
yesterday unveiled a popu-
lation clock that showed
the nation's people could
theoretically become
extinct in 1,000 years
because of declining birth

rates.
Academics in the

northern city of Sendai
said that Japan's popula-
tion of children aged up to
14, which now stands at
16.6 million, is shrinking
at the rate of one every
100 seconds.

Their extrapolations
pointed to a Japan with no
children left within a mil-
lennium.

"If the rate of decline

continues, we will be able
SEE PAGE 6 COL 4
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students to go to
universities and
commute within

the city, which can
save time and
reduce the traffic
congestions of
Dhaka. There will be
an interesting article
on how students can
rely on umbrellas this
summer to dazzle up
the season. The Star
Chat this week will be
on an aspiring artist and
designer Anika Mariam,
who shares her views and
dreams that will inspire
readers. S0 make sure you
grab a copy of Star Campus
as it hits the country
tomorrow, and as always,
have a good read!
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LII'-II'!rhIG YOUNG MINDS TOGETHER

COMING OUT TOMORROW

LINKING YOUNG
MINDS

This week Star Campus, a weekly publication of The Daily
Star that comes out every Sunday, will offer some amazing
articles on what the students all over the country are up to.
The spotlight this week is on how trains can be an
effective mode of transportation for
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