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Pakistan not invited

to Chicago summit

Says Nato secretary general

DAawN ONLINE

Nato Secretary General
Anders Fogh Rasmussen
urged Pakistan once again to
reopen Nato ground supply
routes to Afghanistan,
DawnNews reported.
However, Rasmussen also
said yesterday that Pakistan had
not been invited to the crucial

25th Nato summit to be held in Chicago.

The May 20-21 two-day summit, with
over 60 heads of state and governments
expected to be in attendance, will be the
biggest Nato summit in history:.

The Nato chief said Pakistan's name was not
in the list of countries invited to the conference.
Moreover, countries including Russia, China
and India had alsonot been invited to the event.

Qatar, Morocco, United Arab Emirates
and Jordan are among a few of the countries

Anders Fogh Rasmussen

sumimit.

All eyes will be on Chicago
later this month as crucial
developments regarding
Afghanistan's future and the
role of Nato forces in the
region are expected to come
out of the conference.

Earlier in April, diplomatic
sources had told Dawn that the
US hopes Pakistan will reopen
supply routes before President

Asif Ali Zardari arrives in Chicago to attend the

The US would welcome Pakistan's “po-
tential participation” in the Nato summit,

White House deputy national security

adviser Ben Rhodes had said.

“And obviously, the United States expects
Mr Zardari to reopen the supply routes before
the summit as it would be too embarrassing
for him to attend a Nato meeting while his
forces are blocking Nato supply lines,” said an
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Egyptian protestors, holding Egyptian flags, demonstrated in support of the military in Cairo's Hadayek al-Quba

Protests cripple
Nepal as peace
deadline looms

AFP, Kathmandu

A 48-hour strike brought
much of Nepal to a standstill
yesterday, two weeks ahead
of a deadline for the country
to complete its first peace-

time constitution.
Protest groups have

been making various
claims for their rights
ahead of a May 27 deadline
for parliament to complete
its new constitution follow-
ing the end of a bloody 10-
year Maoist insurgency in

2006.
Friday marked the sec-

ond day of action by the Joint
Struggle Committee for
National Integrity and
Ethnic Harmony, an
umbrella grouping of vari-
ous castes who say propos-
als to form new federal states
along ethnic lines will be
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Pakistani leaders will meet
next week to discuss ending
a nearly six-month blockade
on Nato supplies into
Afghanistan, officials said

yesterday.
Tuesday's meeting will

also debate how and whether
to repair relations with the
United States in time to
attend a key Nato summit

later this month.
Prime Minister Yousuf

Raza Gilani is under-
stood to have confirmed
the date for the meeting
of the defence commit-
tee of the cabinet from
London, where he is on
an official visit to
Britain, the second-
largest contributor to
the Nato mission in
Afghanistan.

AFP, Kabul

Flash floods swept through four villages in northern
Afghanistan, killing 28 people and leaving 20 others missing,

officials said yesterday.

"Heavy rains overnight triggered flood waters that broke
through four mountainous villages in Ishkamish district of

northern Takhar province,"
Abdul JabarTagwa, told AFP.

Takhar provincial governor,

"Ithitaround midnight and itwas very powerful,” said Tagwa.

"We have 28 deaths in Ishkamish district and 20 others are
believed to be missing," the governor said.

"It is a big disaster he added,"” warning that the death toll

was likely torise.

Dozens of houses were washed away and roads blocked,
he added. The flood-hit areas are accessible only by air.

Rescuers are trying to reach the area by helicopter, taking
food, blankets and tents to the victims.

On Monday, at least 26 people were killed and more than
100 missing after flash floods hit a wedding party and three

villages in Sari Pul province.

Afghanistan's harshest winter in 15 years saw unusually
heavy snowfalls, and experts predicted melting snow was
likely to cause floods in the mountainous north in the spring.

According to IMMARP, a data-analysis and mapping com-
pany, 15 percent of Afghanistan's population is at high risk of

being affected.
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Pakistan said yesterday that
it would host the next round
of talks with India over the
disputed Siachen Glacier,
dubbed the world's highest
battlefield, on June 11-12 in
Islamabad.

Troops from India and
Pakistan have faced off on the
glacier in the mountains of
disputed Kashmir since the
1980s but calls for the stand-
off to end have been growing
after an avalanche on April 7
which buried 140 people at a
Pakistani armycamp.

"Siachen is part of the
dialogue process between
India and Pakistan and
defence secretary level talks
on Siachen will be held on
June 11 and 12 in
Islamabad,” foreign minis-

try spokesman Moazzam
Ahmad Khan told AFP

Japanese

FROM PAGE 20
to celebrate the Children's

Day public holiday on May 5,
3011 as there will be one
child," said Hiroshi Yoshida,
an economics professor at
Tohoku University.

"But 100 seconds later
there will be no children
left," he said. "The overall
trend is towards extinction,
which started in 1975 when
Japan's fertility rate fell
below two."

Yoshida said he created
the population clock to
encourage "urgent” discus-
sion of the issue.

Another study released
earlier this year showed
Japan's population is
expected to shrink to a third
of its current 127.7 million
over the next century.

Government projections
show the birth rate will hit
just 1.35 children per
woman within 50 years, well
below the replacement rate.

Meanwhile, life expec-
tancy -- already one of the
highest in the world -- is
expected to rise from 86.39
years in 2010 to 90.93 years
in 2060 for women and from
79.64 years to 84.19 years for
men.

More than 20 percent of
Japan's people are aged 65 or
over, one of the highest
proportions of elderly in the
world.

Japan has very little immi-
gration and any suggestion
of opening the borders to
young workers who could
help plug the population
gap provokes strong reac-
tions among the public.

The greying population is a
headache for policymakers
who are faced with trying to
ensure an ever-dwindling pool
of workers can pay for a grow-
ingnumber ofpensioners.

But for some Japanese
companies the inverting of
the traditional ageing pyra-
mid provides commercial
opportunities.

Unicharm said Friday
that sales of its adult diapers
had "slightly surpassed”
those for babies in the finan-
cial year to March, for the
first time since the company
moved into the seniors
market.

Unicharm started selling
diapers for babies in 1981
and those for adults in 1987,
said spokesman Kazuya
Kondo, who declined to give
specific figures on the sales.

are replaced by new ones to
deprive them of due wages
and facilities. Around 10
lakh Bangladeshis work in
that country:.

A number of workers, who
returned home from the
UAE, told this correspondent
that about 70 percent of
Bangladeshi workers in the
UAE are victims of this ill

practice.
Contacted over the

phone, Bangladesh Consul
General in Dubai Abu Zafar
said there are “many cases”
of substitution of job con-
tracts, but he could not give
any figure.

Meanwhile, in August
2010, the then labour coun-
sellor at Bangladesh
embassy in Abu Dhabi
M o h a m m a d
Moniruzzaman told local
daily The National that 60
to 70 out of every 100 job
contracts with

other countries.
Returnee workers said

many of the victims of con-
tract substitution quit their
legal jobs, go for other jobs
on daily basis and work for
longer periods every day to
earn a little more. But they
are often arrested, keptin jail
and deported to their coun-
tries.

And Shakil is no excep-
tion to this. Giving up his
original job, he took other
jobs and used to work even
for 15 hours a day. But he
could never earn enough to
improve his lot.

While travelling by a bus
in October last year, five
Bangladeshis including
Shakil were arrested for
having no work permits.
They were jailed for two
months and then deported

in December.
Abul Bashar, another

returnee from Dubai, said

elsewhere but they cannot
earn much to change their
fate.

Asked, Expatriates’
Welfare and Overseas
Employment Secretary Dr
Zafar Ahmed Khan said
Bangladesh has already
proposed to the UAE
authorities computerised
verification of original job
contracts for preserving
those. The Bureau of
Manpower Employment
and Training (BMET) will
also have online access to it,

he added.
“Once the system is in

place, any substituted job
contract can be challenged
when one complains about
it,” Zafar said.

BMET Director Nurul
Islam said such verification
system could improve
things.

He mentioned that man-
power recruiting agencies

before they leave for their
destinations. Sometimes,
workers cannot even read
those or understand their
meaning.

Nurul Islam said the
recruiting agencies must
ensure that the workers are
fully informed of the terms
and conditions of their jobs
including wages and other
facilities well ahead of their
leaving for abroad. And, the
workers must have three
copies of job contract papers
so that they can leave one
copy back home and keep
two copes with them
abroad.

He went on, “If they are
forced to sign a new contract
and submit documents of
their original ones, they
should have copies of those
with them so that they can
prove in court substitution
of their contracts.”
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DHAKA POWER DISTRIBUTION COMPANY LTD

(An Enterprise of the Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh)
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ENTIAL DRUGS COMPANY LIMITED

395-397, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka-1208

Tender ref: EDCL/PUR/LOCAL/TENDER/2012/466

EDCL invites Local Tender from the reputed manufacturers/supplier firms for
Supplj:’_ of ('_Eable:.s for EDCL, Dhaka Plant on urgent basis:-

ILLOCAL TENDER NOTICE

Dated : 09/05/2012

Name of work

Supply of Power & Earthing Cable
against Electrical load distribution for
newly installed substation to different

area. (Details as per Tender Schedule)

quoted amount

Earnest Money

Tk.2.5 of

Cost of Tender
Schedule

Tk. 1,500.00/-set
(Non refundable)

Tender schedule will be sold from the Accounts Department of Essential Drugs Company Limited,
Dhaka on payment as stated above during office hours on all working days (except Friday, Saturday
and Govt. Holidays). No tender schedule will be sold on the opening date of the tender.

The tender will be accompanied by an amount of Earnest Money as mentioned above in the from
of Bank Draft/Pay Order/ Bank Guarantee from any Schedule Bank of Bangladesh in favour of
"Essential Drugs Co. Ltd." without which the tender will be considered as non-responsive.

The tenderers may drop their offer alongwith detailed work plan to the tender Box kept at the
Purchase Departments, EDCL, Dhaka office till 12.00 Noon on 24/05/2012 which will be

opened on 24/05/2012 at 12.30 Noon in presence of the tenderers/their representatives (if any).

EDCL authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders without

assigning any reason whatsoever.

(Md. Ali Mukarram)
Manager, Planning &
Procurement
For: Managing Director.




