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Navy adds spl
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just took us some time to

give it a shape. I have been
fortunate to be in my current
position to see it commis-
sioned.” the navy chief said
recently.

"The force is almost fit to
launch operation now."

He pointed out that from
the seventies, navy staffs
had received training in the
USA. Now the USA has
brought trainers to
Bangladesh to provide the
training locally.

A major training includes
deep diving for commandos
so that they can dive in and
plant explosives in enemy
ships or installations. The
divers are also trained to
conduct underwater search,
rescue or salvage of people
and objects.

The Swads personnel are
also trained to dispose of
explosives and bombs.

Their training and ability
to move quickly to remote
areas would also help the
navy to better handle natu-
ral disasters and post-
disaster situation.

With the recent resolu-
tion of maritime boundary
dispute with Myanmar, the
navy now shoulders specific
responsibility of protecting
the country's offshore oil
and gas blocks. And it has to
deal with India in the same
manner.

The unit will also help
trouble-free fishing and
secure mining at the coun-
try's harbour mouth and key
shipping routes.

Another task for the
Swads is intelligence gather-
ing and combat surveillance

during crisis period, said a
navy source.

As war time preparation,
the force is being trained to
send saboteur teams to
destroy enemy vital ships,
installations and other
major fighting capabilities.

“The addition is a major
shift in our defence strat-
egy,” said a navy high offi-
cial.“ This will give future
foreign investors in oil-gas
or port sectors greater con-
fidence to come to
Bangladesh.”

The navy is currently
strengthening itself further
by purchasing two corvettes
and two frigates soon. Two
maritime patrol aircraft
have been procured from
Germany recently.

“Bangladesh has been
affected directly or indirectly
by piracy, armed robbery,
arms-drug trafficking and
other forms of smuggling,
and poaching in its mari-
time front. Particularly, high
piracy rates in the anchorage
of Chittagong Port, the main
maritime port of
Bangladesh, have created a
wrong image of the country
as the second highest piracy-
prone area in Asia,” said the
official.

“The situation is further
complicated by the recent
development of maritime
terrorism,” he said. In this
trend, local criminals as well
as trans-national criminal
gangs, mafias and insur-
gents are posing threats to
Bangladesh's maritime area.
The new unit will deal with
their threats, added the
official.
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JU caught in a VC-ious web
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election by appointing can-
didates loyal to the VC,"
commented Prof Nasim
Akhtar Hossain of govern-
ment and politics depart-
ment.

It was even seen that
immediately after joining,
some teachers rushed to cast
their votes in the teacher's
association election to
ensure victory of the panel
loyal to the VC.

Just before the election to
JU Teachers' Association, 74
teachers were appointed en
masse on two occasions --
November 12 and December
25last year.

"The VC even appointed
an all-second-class results
holder instead of all-first-
class holders in my depart-
ment,” Prof Rayhan said,
adding that such recruit-
ment sparked protests in the
teachers' community.

Citing another example
of anomalies, he said a circu-
lar was issued for filling two
posts in the philosophy
department in December
2011. But the authorities
appointed three more teach-
ers without any circular.

"Of the five, three candi-
dates did not have first class
in honours, while the rest
have no first class either in
honours or in master's," Prof
Rayhan added.

Eight teachers were
appointed in Bangla depart-
ment and nine in History
department, many of them
without first class in hon-
ours.

Even a candidate, who
had graduated from folklore
department at Rajshahi
University, was appointed in
Bangla, another teacher
said.

President of JUTA Prof AA
Mamun said Khandaker
Sharmin Asrafi, who
obtained CGP 4 out of 4 both
in her BSc and MSc and who
got an offer to join a univer-
sity in the USA, was not even
called for the viva. Another
candidate was appointed
although advertisement was

issued for recruitment of
two lecturers.

"To ensure supremacy in
his own department, the VC
appointed 11 teachers in
chemistry although there
was no shortage of teach-
ers," Prof Mamun said.

He added, ofthe 11, onlya
few teachers have good
academic background.

Several teachers also
pointed anomalies in
appointment to pharmacy,
botany, biochemistry, and
zoology departments where
partisan candidates were
recruited and meritorious
students were ignored.

The teachers' association
says that they had to resort
to movement for the VC's
resignation finding no other
alternatives as he did not pay
heed to their request to stop
appointing "bad elements”
as teachers.

The teachers and stu-
dents started a one-point
movement following
appointment of an assistant
professor in mathematics on
March 10.

Earlier, teachers and
students started joint move-
ment against the VC follow-
ing the killing of Zubair, a
fourth-year student of
English, who was severely
beaten by Chhatra League
activists loyal to the VC in
January.
ECO-UNFRIENDLYVC
ProfJamal Uddin of environ-
mental science said,
"Biodiversity in
Jahangirnagar University is
considered a unique feature
in our country. But the VC's
controversial activities pose
a serious threat to it. We have
already lost some rare spe-
cies of trees, especially some
medicinal plants.”

He also said butterflies,
foxes and some birds have
left Jahangirnagar as their
habitats have been
destroyed due to indiscrimi-
nate felling of trees.

"Presumably the destruc-
tion of lily, lotus and water
hyacinth, aqua foods and
insects in the water bodies

triggered the situation.”

Thousands of migratory
birds of about 20 species
come to the campus lakes
every year, while this year
only 30-40 birds of eight to
nine species arrived, said
birdwatchers.

On felling trees, Prof
Rayhan said, "There is still
clear evidence of the felling
of over 80 trees by the road
from Dairy Farm Gate to
Shaheed Minar on campus.”

"Intriguingly, the authori-
ties cut the trees mostly
during vacation time so that
students and teachers can-
not raise their voice against
it," he added.

Student Arafat Rahman
said as many as 100 trees
were chopped down on the
pretext that the highway in
front of the university does
not overlook the Shaheed
Minar.

Registrar Abu Bakar
Siddique, however, brushed
aside the allegations against
the university administra-
tion. "No steps were taken
that could create problems
for the birds," he claimed.
ADMISSION ANOMALIES
The authorities allowed
admission of 78 ward-
quota-admission seekers
who had failed to get even
pass marks in the intake
testsin 2011-12 session.

These students were
allegedly close to the author-
ities including the registrar,
faculty deans, teachers and
also children of employees’
union office bearers. Most of
these students were enrolled
in the most sought-after
disciplines.

As many as 126 students
of ward-quota-admission
seekers sat for the admission
tests and only 25 managed to
obtain pass marks, 35 out of
100, while it is 40 for the
general students.
AGITATION REACHES
PEAK
The month-long demon-
strations of teachers and
students against the VC
peaked in the wake of an
attack by the VC-backed

Chhatra League cadres on
the cultural activists and the
arrest of two teachers of
botanyon April 28.

The teachers and stu-
dents started joint move-
ment against the VC and also
went on a fast-unto death
strike on May 1 demanding
theVC's resignation.

The Chhatra League
activists loyal to the VC beat
up the cultural activists
leaving seven of them
injured including the presi-
dent and vice-president of
JU Cultural Jote.

The arrested teachers,
who were released later,
alleged that police detained
and misbehaved with them
atthe diktat of the VC.

Arrest order
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Metropolitan Magistrate
Kamrunnahar Rumi issued
the order as Bari failed to
appear before the court for
the second consecutive
time.

On April 5, the metropoli-
tan magistrate summoned
three persons including Bari
for the second time, as they
did not turn up following the
court's sSummons.

Dhaka University Pro-
Vice Chancellor Dr Harun-
or-Rashid on March 4 filed
the case with the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate
Court, Dhaka against 10
academics on charge of
distorting Liberation War
historyinatextbook of BOU.

In the case statement,
Prof Harun said he and Dr
Shawkat Ara Hossain, chair-
man of DU political science
department, wrote the “Civ-
ics second paper book of
Higher Secondary
Certificate” that was pub-
lished in 2000.

The accused distorted
history by deleting the name
of Bangabandhu from the
main copy.

The nine other academ-
ics accused, who have
already secured bails, were
present at the court during
yesterday's hearing.

+NEWS

[lias victim
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Luna, however, had told
reporters earlier that Ilias
informed her that intelli-
gence agencies had pre-
pared a list of opposition
leaders, who were vocal
against the government
on some international
issues. She had said Ilias
told her that he was on the
list.

“I do not hear any word
of hope...even though
seven days have gone by
since I met the prime
minister,” Luna said dur-
ing the press conference.

She met Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina on May 2 at
the prime minister's offi-
cial residence Gono
Bhaban. Hasina had
assured her of all-out
efforts to rescue Ilias.

Luna yesterday said she
was looking up to the
prime minister for good
news.

She expressed dissatis-
faction over the investiga-
tion conducted by the law
enforcement agencies
and said no member of
any law enforcement
agency met her for a long
time.

Asked if Rapid Action
Battalion would consider
Luna's claim of political
reason being behind Ilias’
disappearance, Rab chief
Mukhlesur Rahman said,
“We are considering
everything in our ongoing
investigation. The issue of
political involvement is
very sensitive so we are
treading very carefully.”

The government and
the opposition have been
accusing each other of
being involved in the
disappearance of Ilias.

Meanwhile, a High
Court bench yesterday
fixed May 14 to hear a rule
issued earlier upon the
law enforcement agencies
to produce BNP leader M
[lias Ali before it.

Another bench issued
the rule on April 19 fol-
lowing a writ petition filed
by Luna that said the law
enforcers had picked up

Ilias illegally. Luna also
sought the court's order
on law enforcers to pro-
duce Ilias before it.

Following the petition,
the High Court had issued
the rule upon the law
enforcement agencies to
explain within 10 days as
to why they should not be
directed to produce Ilias
before it or prove that he
was not detained by them.

Five law enforcement
agencies recently submit-
ted reports to the court
saying that Ilias was not in
their custody and that
they have not picked him
up or detained him.

Rejoinder

FROM PAGE 20
OURREPLY

The Daily Star report
was published a day after
the family of Dinar staged a
three-hour long sit-in in
Sylhet to find out his
whereabouts as he had
been 'missing' since April
3

Quoting his family mem-
bers the report described
that Dinar reached Dhaka
on April 1 to seek bail
before the High Court in
connection with a murder
case filed against him on
March 23, and a team of
Rab-1 picked up him from
outside his relative's house
in Uttara along with
another JCD activist,
Junayed, who was accom-
panying Dinar.

As part of check back to
what the missing person's
family had claimed, The
Daily Star also took Rab's
version in the same

report.
It was clearly mentioned

in the report that media
liaison officer of Rab-9,
Sylhet and Assistant
Superintendent of Police
Kazi Bazle Mowla told The
Daily Star that they had no
knowledge about Dinar's

“arrest’.
We stand by our report.

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the Project Director (ACE), RHD

Eastern Bangladesh Bridge Improvement Project (EBBIP)
Shetu Bhaban (Level-5), New Airport Road, Banani, Dhaka-1212

Memo No. EBBIP-54/10-704

ADDENDUM-2

This is all for concerned that the following amendments have make to the
Pre-qualification Documents for Procurement of Civil Works under Contract
No EBBIP/Chittagong/CP-02 issued vide this office reference No. EBBIP-

Date: 02/05/2012

Requirement

4.0 Experience

94/10-416 dated 21 March 2012.
Sl. | Description of As per present PQ Amendments
No. Item document
1 | Section I ITA17.1 ITA 17.1
Pre-qualification | The deadline for The deadline for
date application submission is: | application is:
Date: 7 May, 2012 Date: 15 May, 2012
Time: 5.00pm Time: 12:00 noon
2 | Section Il - ITA 19.1
Pre-qualification The application will be
date opened on:
Date: 15 May, 2012
Time: 2:00pm
3 | Sectionlli 4.2(a) Experience| 4.2(a) Experience
Qualification exclusively in the role of| exclusively in the role of
Criteria and| prime contractor, in at| prime contractor, in at

least two (2) contracts
within the last ten (10)
years, with a value of at
least US dollars ten million
(US$10m) that have been
successfully and
substantially — completed
and that are similar to the
proposed works. The
similarity shall be based
on the physical size,
complexity,
methods/technology  of
other characteristics as
described in Section VI,
scope of works.

least two (2) contracts
within the last ten (10)
years, with a value of at
least US dollars ten
million (US$10m) each
that have been
successfully and
substantially completed
and that are similar to
the proposed works.
The similarity shall be
based on the physical
size, complexity,
methods/technology or
other characteristics as
described in Section VI,
scope of works.

document.

GD-2017

All other terms & conditions of the abovementioned pre-qualification
document, Ref. No. EBBIP-54/10-416 Dated 21 March 2012 remain
unchanged. This addendum shall be part & parcel of the pre-qualification

Md. Dalil Uddin
Project Director (ACE, RHD),
Eastern Bangladesh Bridge Improvement Project
Shetu Bhaban (Level-5), New Airport Road
Banani, Dhaka-1212
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