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Jose roasts critics

Newell's name

comes to
the fore

SPORTS REPORTER

Mick Newell, the Notting-
hamshire director of cricket,
has emerged as a possible
candidate for the position of
Tigers head coach.

But the Bangladesh
Cricket Board wants to see
out the May 15 deadline
before making any com-
ments regarding the next
coachor the applicants.

"Many coaches have
applied while some of them
who have shown interest,
haven't applied yet. We still
have till May 15 for the sub-
mission of coaches' CVs so
we want to wait till then,"
said BCB media committee
chairman Jalal Yunus, add-
ing that they have also began
initiating contacts with a few
applicants.

Meanwhile, ESPNcricinfo
understands that 47-year-
old Newell, who has twice
led Nottinghamshire to the
County Championship title,
is a frontrunner for the role.
Newell enjoyed a long career
as a batsman with
Nottinghamshire, helping
the club win the County
Championship in 1987. He
then moved into coaching at
Trent Bridge - first as Clive
Rice's assistant - and over-
saw the side's County Cham-
pionship success in 2005 -
the county's first champion-
ship title since 1987 - and
again in 2010. He has won
praise from former New
Zealand captain Stephen
Fleming, among others, for
his fine man management
and his ability to coax the

bestout ofhis players.
Dean Jones, who sug-

gested he was considering
an offer from the Bangla-
desh cricket board, is
thought to be most unlikely

to be offered the position.
Stuart Law stepped down

as Bangladesh coach last
month and will leave Dhaka
today to take up a role at Aus-
tralia's Centre of Excellence.

Law urges more cricket

'Anamul impressive'

SPORTS REPORTER

Stuart Law will be leaving the country
today, nearly two months ahead of
schedule and a year before his contract
expired with the Bangladesh Cricket

Board (BCB).
The decision to leave the job of head

coach of the Tigers came a couple of
weeks ago after he resigned on March 30
citing personal reasons, but the reason
behind leaving on May 5 rather than

June 30is simply the lack of cricket.
In all likelihood, the Tigers' next

assignment will be in September where
they will take part in the T20 World Cup
in Sri Lanka. More alarmingly, the
national team will next play Test cricket
in November, a full eleven months after

their last one.
Though taking his leave at the Sher-

e-Bangla National Stadium yesterday,
Law harped on the need to play more
longer-version cricket even if the oppo-
nents are notofinternational quality.
"What the [Tigers'] need to do is to
play more. Let's target playing against
West Indies and New Zealand and

oblige Associate nations like Ireland
and Scotland to play four-dayers when-
ever we get time between international

commitments,” he said.
Whatwas sad about Law's departure

was the absolute lack of cricket even in
the domestic scene with the Dhaka
Premier League being held up due to a

clearance controversy since March 28.
"The domestic cricket here is a

structure of which there's no blueprint
anywhere else in the world. It stops, it

starts; it would be nice to see that these
games taking place in these days,
rather than two teams have a fall-out
and the whole tournament is sus-

pended," he said.
"This is not good for cricket in the

country. It's a different culture and
maybe I am out ofline in saying this but
as an outsider looking in, it can't be
good for cricket. We are all trying to say
that domestic cricket is where we want
our cricketers to learn so this is not

helping thematall," he added.
Despite all the domestic trouble, Law

remained impressed with the talent
present in the country, particularly the
uncapped trio of Anamul Haque,
Mominul Hagque and Abul Hasan.
"Young [Anamul Haque] Bijoy is a
quality player. During the BPL he looked
like he was born to perform. The one
thing he said to me which I will never
forget. I asked him where would you like
to bat, he said, "I want to be No 3,  want
to be the best player in the world." If that

comes across, good onyou, " he said.
"I've been trying to see Mominul
SEE PAGE 17 COL 2

BFF's apathy towards
AFC U-22 Asian Cup

(%4 Football

SPORTS REPORTER

While other participating teams are consid-
ering inaugural AFC U-22 Asian Cup as a
platform for youth development, Bangla-
desh are indifferent about the importance of
the second highest competition in Asia.

Groupings of 41-nation tournament was
completed back in February 14, when Ban-
gladesh were placed in Group D alongside
Uzbekistan, Jordan, Yemen and hosts Nepal
and the tournament is scheduled to get
underway from June 2 in Kathmandu. How-
ever, with less than a month to go for the start
of the tournament, Bangladesh haven't yet
started their preparation.

Bangladesh football's governing body has
only just sent a 50-member players' list to
the AFC on Thursday and is still undecided
as to the start of the training camp.

The members of the BFF were busy for the
last few months with the election and could
not pay attention to the preparation of the
youth team. But there is a professional setup
in BFE and it beggars questioning what they

were doing regarding the preparation?

In the AFC website, Australia's Football
Federation's technical director Han Berger
has termed the tournament as a great oppor-
tunity for young players to gain invaluable
experience in international arena while
Malaysian coach Ong Kim Swee sees the
tournament as the development pathway for
young players who will get a platform to show-
case their talent. But BFF's technical director
BA Jubair Nipuis seemingly pessimistic about

Bangladesh's chancesin the tournament.
“We have little chance of progress to the

next round as we can only win against Nepal
while the other opponents are much stron-
ger,” said Nipu.

He also admitted that there was less
attention paid to the youth team due to the
BFF elections but said he would meet with
the BFF president Kazi Salahuddin today to

discuss the matter.
“FIFA and AFC informed its member

associations about their programme at least
a year ago and we should have taken prepa-
ration accordingly but no one listened to me.

However, [ have been given the charge of the
SEE PAGE 17 COL 1

Essex eye Shakib

'Bangladeshi’
chess champ

he world waits for WI

Cycling Fed
committee

CRICINFO, London

Shakib Al Hasan, currently ranked as the world's best all-
rounder in Test and ODI cricket, is poised to make a return to
the county game.

Shakib, 24, a former Bangladesh captain, has enjoyed
previous stints in county cricket with Worcestershire, but
will not be returning to New Road. Essex are one of the lead-
ing candidates for his signature. "He is one of the names we
are considering," Paul Grayson, the Essex head coach said,
"but nothing is finalised.”

Shakib had originally planned to take a break after the
IPL, where he is playing for Kolkata Knight Riders, but writ-
ing in Prothom Alo, the Bangladesh newspaper, he said his
renewed appetite for the game had convinced him to return
for another stint of county duty.

"Before I came to IPL, I had thought that I won't be play-
ing country cricket," Shakib wrote. "I have played a lot of
cricket in the last year, so I needed a bit of rest. But that rest
which I had craved seems to be going away from me once
again. I have a call-up from county cricket. I hope it will be
finalised in two to four days, but not for Worcestershire, if I
play this year it will be for a new team.

SEE PAGE 17 COL 5

faces exit

AFP, Paris

French Prime Minister
Francois Fillon said Friday
he would review the case ofa
Bangladeshi boy who is
France's under-12 chess
champion and is threatened
with expulsion because he
lives here illegally.

"Naturally this young
man, if he is a chess cham-
pion, merits that his case be
examined with the greatest
attention," Fillon told
France Inter radio when
asked about the status of 11-
year-old Fahim Alam.

Alam arrived illegally in
France in October 2008 with
his father and in 2010 was
issued with an order to leave
the country.

SEE PAGE 17 COL 8

AFP, London

It is a measure of how much things have
changed since the West Indies' glory days
that the overwhelming feeling amongst
home cricket fans ahead of their tour of
England is sympathy.

From the mid 1970s through the 1980s the
West Indies dominated world cricket with as
fearsome a battery of fast bowlers as the
game has known and dynamic, hard-hitting
batsmen.

They seemed to reserve their most pul-
verising displays for England, the old colo-
nial power.

Yet the English crowds, while they feared
for the safety of their own batsmen and the
figures of their bowlers, had no trouble rel-

ishing the exuberant skill of the West Indies.
Fast forward a generation, and this seems

scarcely credible: the West Indies arrive in
England having won just two out of their last
30Tests.

For what was once aworld-beating side to

be reduced to a three-Test series, mostly in
May, ahead of world number one England's
showpiece encounter with South Africa is
undeniably sad.

Whether it is a lack of planning, inconsis-
tent selection and questionable administra-
tion, many of the West Indies' wounds are
self-inflicted.

But certain developments in world
cricket have been unkind to their cause.

For example the cash-rich Indian Premier
League Twenty20 tournament cuts across
the West Indies' domestic season. And that
offers players a financial lifeline if, they are in
dispute with theWest Indies Cricket Board.

And that of course is just what happened
with the hard-hitting opener, former captain
Chris Gayle.

That may be good for Gayle -- and indeed
any other players who have fallen out with a
WICB, whose "general incompetence” was
criticised recently by former Wisden editor
Scyld Berry.

But the West Indies have missed Gayle's
runs during an international exile of more
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re-elected

SPORTS REPORTER

The executive committee of
Bangladesh Cycling Federa-
tion has been elected unop-
posed on Thursday after the
election commission found
no additional candidates
against 21 posts including
the president.

Incumbent president
Mizanur Rahman Manu,
also a vice president of Ban-
gladesh Olympic Associa-
tion, and incumbent gen-
eral secretary SM Imtiaz
Khan Babul have been re-
elected in the committee
which will run the federation

for next four years.

Among the other office
bearers are vice presidents
Golam Mostafa, Tareq Igbal

SEE PAGE 17 COL 5

West Indies
captain Darren
Sammy speaks
during a press
conference in
Hove, England on
Thursday. West
Indies' tour of
England officially
starts today with
a three-day
match against
Sussex.
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Gayle welcome to return

L s
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Asif pleads
innocence

AFP, Karachi

Pakistan fast bowler
Mohammad Asif on Friday
said there had been no evi-
dence for his conviction in
Britain for corruption and
spot-fixing, a day after he
was released following six

months in prison.
"l spent the six months

under difficult circum-
stances,”" Asif told
Pakistan's Geo television in
London, in his first public
remarks since being freed
from Canterbury jail on
Thursday after serving half

his 12-month prison term.
"But despite the difficul-

ties, I kept my fitness and I
am thankful to my fans and
family for supporting me
during this difficult phase,”

he said.
The 29-year-old was

jailed by a London court in
November after being found

V.Y )} Cricket

AFP, London

West Indies coach Ottis Gibson and
captain Darren Sammy said Thursday
they would have no problems with
Chris Gayle returning to the squad after
he promised to end his international
exile onThursday.

Former West Indies captain Gayle,
renowned as a big-hitting batsman, has
not played international cricket for more
than a year following a dispute with the
West Indies Cricket Board (WICB)
sparked by critical comments he made
aboutofficialsinaradio interview.

But on Thursday the 32-year-old
Jamaican left-hander, currently star-
ring in the Indian Premier League (IPL),
announced Thursday he would not be
honouring his contract with county side
Somerset so as to make himself avail-
able to the West Indies during their tour
of England, even though he'd received

no guarantees aboutselection.
Although he was not chosen in the

West Indies Test squad for a three-match
seriesstarting at Lord'son May 17, Gayle
could now return to the side for the
subsequent one-day series, which gets

under wayinSouthamptonon June 16.
Gibson, speaking at Hove where

West Indies begin their tour of England

with a three-day match against Sussex
starting on Saturday, said: "It's great to
hear that Chris is available again. I'm
sure the selectors will pick him,
because he's world-class...He's the
best one-day batsman in the world."
Meanwhile Sammy said Gayle
would be welcomed back so long as he

accepted the team's work ethic.
"The Chris Gayle issue has been

going on for a while. But we as a team

have moved on," said Sammy.
"When Chris joins the set-up, he will

be coming into a very hard-working
environment -- which he has to fit
into," the all-rounder added.
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guilty of conspiring to cheat
and conspiring to accept
corrupt payments over
deliberate no-balls during
the Lord's Test against

England in August 2010.
Teammate Mohammad

Aamer was released in
February, while former Test
captain Salman Butt is still
serving his 30-month term
in the same prison from
which Asif was released.
The International Cricket
Council (ICC) separately

banned the trio from playing
SEE PAGE 17 COL 8

Manchester United vs Swansea City

experience the glory

This Sunday The Red Devils take on The Jacks. SMS “ManUtd"to 4321
(free) and get pre-match previews, real time match alerts, updates &
post-match analysis of each Manchester United match.

Subscription charge: Tk. 30/month or Tk. 2/day (+VAT)

% airtel

To set Man Utd chant "Glory glory Man Utd":

® As caller tunes, SMS 'CT<space>94183 to 3123'
® As my tunes, SMS 'MT<space>94183 to 3123
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