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Substance over style

SHAFEEN MAJID

Shivnarine Chanderpaul the bats-
man is as effective as he is ugly.
10,000 runs at an average of 50
concretely speak to the former and
the yawns of non-partisan cricket
fans as he comes into bat subjec-
tively illustrate the latter. The
important thing about
Chanderpaul is that this depressing
effect he has on many fans is noth-
ing compared to how he probably
affects the opposition. When Shiv
comes to the crease, bowlers and
fielders know that they have an
arduous, almost hopeless task of
sending him back from whence he
came -- droopy shoulders, over-
sized helmet and all.

Chanderpaul's technique might
be unique for a left-hander. Gener-
ally, those who bat the wrong way
round like to utilise the angle of over-
the-wicket right arm bowlers to
swashbuckle the ball through the off
side. Among recent players Brian
Lara, Saeed Anwar and Sauarv
Ganguly all exhibited this classic, left-
handed style. Chanderpaul chose to
adapt the method of the first truly
great West Indian player, right hander
George Headley instead. The two
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eyed stance is a difficult one to
breach. Anything straight is worked
away through the leg side; anything
short is pounced upon in a heartbeat.
Fluency in off-side play is hampered,
but the tendency to edge catches
behind the wicket on that side -- a
weakness that goes hand in hand
with the swashbuckling way -- is also
reduced.

Chanderpaul's chosen technique
reflects his temperament and mind.
Runs on the board are his measure --
style is inconsequential. He is
unlikely to be bored out by a tight off
stump and good length attack and as
long as he is at the wicket, the runs
will come. This method is also suited
to the needs of his team, who have
been one of the weakest in world

City

cricket for a decade and a half now.
The emphasis is on safety, not
aggression.

Some criticise Chanderpaul for slow
scoring and claim that he is not tal-
ented. What is “talent” anyway? The
ability to play attacking shots to balls
most could not. One cannot make the
Test side at age 19 or score a 69-ball Test
hundred (the fourth fastest in Test
history) without being phenomenally
talented. Just as Sachin Tendulkar
chooses to minimise risk in Test cricket
(his performance in ODISs are a greater
reflection of justwhat kind of strokeplay
he is capable of if he wishes), so does
Chanderpaul. He does not grind out of
necessity but because he finds that to
be the most effective way of putting
runs on the board. And when you've
put 10,000 of them there, particularly
when most around you have been
failing, who is to say that his general,
second-gear pacingis faulty?

Shivnarine Chanderpaul is a
gifted player, clear in what his job is
and smart enough to find the best
way of doing it as well as possible. If
not many have burst into raptures of
joy at the prospect of watching him
play, still fewer bowlers have licked
their lips in anticipation of bowling
to him. He is a true and wonderfully
effective servant of West Indian, and
world cricket.

Basketball
course ends

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A seven-day long basketball
training course ended on

Wednesday in the port city.
Japanese coach So-Kian

and national trainer
Mahbubur Rahman con-
ducted the training
programme where a total of
176 participants took part in
the programme organised
by Chattagram Jela Krira
Sangstha (CJKS).

After the training course
the certificates were distrib-
uted among the participants
where CJKS general secre-
tary AJM Nasiruddin was
present as chief guest.

Injury scare
for Anderson

AFP, London

England duo James Ander-
son and Stuart Broad had an
awkward day for different
reasons when they returned
to county action in Wednes-
day's County Championship
clash between Lancashire
and Nottinghamshire at Old

Trafford.
Seam bowler Anderson

gave England a scare ahead
of their three-Test series
against the West Indies,
which starts at Lord's in a
fortnight, when he was sent
to hospital for X-rays after
suffering a couple of blows
to his right thumb while in

the field.
However, the spearhead

of England's attack returned
to bowl in the afternoon
session for the reigning
county champions,
although he later left the
field for ice treatment on his

thumb.
Meanwhile, Broad -- who

often makes no secret of his
feelings when things do not
go his way -- could find
himself in disciplinary trou-
ble after contesting an
umpire's decision.

In his first match since
returning home early from
England's tour of Sri Lanka
with a calf problem, Broad
fell for a golden duck when
caught at short leg by Steven

Croft off Simon Kerrigan.
Broad complained to

both the fielder and the
umpires before walking

back to the pavilion.
Nottinghamshire were

bowled out for just 169 on
Wednesday's first day of four,
becoming the latest side to
make a low score following
the earliest start yet to an
English season that, coupled
with rain, has left many
groundsmen complaining
they have not had enough
time for pitch preparation.

ICC readies to pick CEO

CRICINFO, Mumbai

The ICC's nomination committee, headed
by its president Sharad Pawar, will meet in
Mumbai on May 6 to conduct interviews
with the four short-listed candidates to
determine the successor to Haroon Lorgat,
the outgoing chief executive officer. Though
the identity of the four has been kept a
closely guarded secret, it is understood that
David Collier, the current ECB CEO along
with Dave Richardson, who is ICC's general
manager of cricket, were two names on the
shortlist, picked by the global executive
head-hunting companyEgon Zehnder.
Pawarwould be joined at the table by Alan
Issac (the ICC vice-president), Julian Hunte
(the West Indies Cricket Board president),
Keith Oliver (Cricket Scotland chairman).
Also present will be the pair of N Srinivasan
and Giles Clarke (the BCCI and ECB heads),
who were co-opted on to the nomination

panel at the last minute.
Though the names of the two other candi-

dates could not be ascertained, Collier has
been tipped as a likely favourite at the outset
only because of his extensive experience in
various administrative and management
roles at the ECB, where he has been the CEO
for the last eight years. "He has been around
for a long time and hence knows the game.
He knows what is topical in the game and has
been England chief executive for along time,
too," an ICC member board source told

ESPNcricinfo.
But the source also pointed out that one

possible blot against Collier could be his
open embrace of Allen Stanford, the Ameri-
can businessman who is in jail in the USA
after being convicted for fraud. In 2008 Stan-
ford had joined hands with the ECB to pro-
mote Twenty20 cricket and Collier, along
with Clarke, were in involved in drawing up

the plans.
"Collier comes with the Stanford mark

with him [though]. How can they even think
of a guy who went into that deal? Some peo-
ple in the ICC board don't trust him," the

source said.

As for Richardson, the source said,
despite the former South African
wicketkeeper's clean image, the one big
factor that was likely to stand against him
was his inexperience and lack of skills in
commerce and finance. "He knows the ICC
environment fully well, but he is not skilled
in the commercial and financial nous and
those are important skillsets for any chief
executive needs to run an organisation,” the
source said. "You need a man with knowl-

edge in diverse fields."
The source felt that Pawar, who wielded

control at one time at the ICC, would not be
as influential in the selection process. Even-
tually, he felt, it would be the pair of
Srinivasan and Clarke, who would control
things at the selection table. "They will not
keep quiet. These two believe in running the
board as if they are the only executive. So

they are likely to influence things," the
source said.
Another factor that could figure in the

selection process, the source said, was the
recent decision by the ICC board to adopt
one of the recommendations of the Woolf
Report to split the role of the president into
two - that entails creating a post of chairman
and reducing the president to an "ambassa-
dorial” role. "The danger is this split could
cause the undermining of the role of the
CEQ," the source said. The chairman, the
source noted, would then play the leader-
ship role while the chief executive ran the
corporate body. He feared boards like the

BCCI and ECB could then overpower the
future CEO.
According to an official from a different

member country, he did not foresee any
problem with if an independent was picked
as Lorgat's replacement. "If the person is a
capable, experienced candidate, he can fit
into the role provided he understands the

role," he said.

The candidate who will be eventually
picked would be recommended to the ICC
executive board at the annual conference, to
be held at end of June in Kuala Lumpur,
before making his name public.

Yoga Sachin's secret
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his international career, and each time he has returned to

the game to lead India's charge.

His most recent brush with injury was when a deliv-
ery from Aussie speedster Doug Bollinger hit his finger
in the opening IPL match in Chennai on April 4, forcing
him to miss the next four matches. He has since
returned to action, but is believed to be still carrying a

fewniggles.

“Since Sachin was apparently convinced that the other
forms of medication cannot fully heal his various injuries,

he has turned to yoga,” said the source.

“While he has attended Iyengar's classes in the past too,
this time he was convinced by pacer Zaheer Khan into
trying out his yoga exercises again. Zaheer himself bene-
fitted from yoga last year when he injured his ankle in
England and missed almost the entire tour.” Sachin has
tried a variety of medical treatments to overcome injuries
and become mentally tough to tackle the rigours of inter-

national cricket.

In 2005, when an elbow injury was refusing to leave
him, he apparently benefitted by discussing his physical
and mental issues with well- known psychologist BP Bam.
Before that, Sachin had sought Bam's help before touring

Australiain 1999- 2000.

Batting maestro, 39, has had three sessions in about a
month with renowned yoga guru BKS Iyengar in Pune.

Lord's upgrade
on hold

AFP, London

Lord's owners Marylebone
Cricket Club (MCC) said
Wednesday theywould createa
new redevelopment plan for
the '"home of cricket’ after a row
which led former British Prime
Minister John Major to resign
from the MCC committee.

Major, in an unusually public
dispute which has seen several
members of English cricket's
establishment engaged in a
bitter argument, quit in Novem-
ber after MCC announced it was
scaling backits 'Vision for Lord's’
plan, originally conceived at a
cost of £400 million ($634 mil-
lion) in 2007.

This aimed to increase the
ground's 28,500 capacity on the
back of a programme of haury
flats built at the Nursery End of
the ground and was supported
by the Australian former MCC
chief executive Keith Bradshaw,
who now holds a similar post at
the South Australian Cricket
Association.

Mumbai keep
Pune in check

INTERNET, Pune

Harbhajan Singh led
Mumbai Indians from the
front to snatch a thrilling
one-run victory over Pune
Warriors in an Indian Pre-
mier League match at the
Subrata Roy Sahara Stadium

here on Thursday.
Pune Warriors lost wickets

at regular intervals and failed
to chase down a modest 121-
run target. The hosts missed
out by a run to hand over the
victory, which seem to be
heading their way when they

started the run chase.
Lasith Malinga, Munaf

Patel and Pragyan Ojha
supported their skipper to
lead Mumbai to an almost

improbable victory.
Mithun Manhas, with 42

not out, was the top-scorer
for Pune as he tried his best to
resurrect the run chase, after

four early blows.
Asked to bowl first, a

discipline pace attack cou-
pled with brilliant fielding
helped Pune restrict
Mumbaito 120 for 9.

Four run-outs, which
include two in the final over,
made sure that Mumbai lost
wickets at regular intervals
and set a modest 121-run
target for the hosts.

SCORES IN BRIEF
MUMBAI INDIANS: 120 for
9 in 20 overs (Tendulkar 34,
Franklin 25, Karthik 18 not
out, Malinga 14, Peterson 13;
Kumar2-9, Nehra 2-19)
PUNE WARRIORS: 119 for 6
in 20 overs (Manhas 42 not
out, Uthappa 18, Ganguly
16, Clarke 14, Kumar 10 not
out; Harbhajan 2-18,
Malinga 2-25)

Result: Mumbai Indians
wonby 1 run.
Man-of-the-match: Lasith

Malinga.

Sreesanth
out for 5
months

CRICINFO, New Delhi

Sreesanth, the India fast
bowler, will be out of action
for five months as he needs
two surgeries on his toes. He
hasn't turned out for India
since the Tests against Eng-
land last August, and has
only played one first-class
match since, before picking
up atoe injury.

Sreesanth had opted
against going for surgery in
December, instead prefer-
ring ayurvedic treatment.
He had originally hoped to
be fitin time for the CB series
in Australia earlier this year,
and had said at the end of
February that he waslooking
forward to playing again in
three weeks.

He had initially travelled
with Rajasthan Royals this
season before heading to the
National Cricket Academy in
Bangalore for his rehabilita-
tion late last month.
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'End of the pain'

AFP, Sheikhupura

The father of disgraced Pakistan cricketer
Mohammad Asif said his son's release from
prison Thursday had brought an end to six
months of pain for his family and backed the

paceman toreturn to the game.
Asif, 29, was freed from jail in Britain after

serving half of a 12-month sentence over a
spot-fixing scandal and was taken by his
friend Mohammad Haroon to his house in
suburban London.

"Asif was very happy at his release and his
first words were 'thanks Almighty,'" Haroon, a
cricket coach and Asif's mentor, told AFP by

phone from London.

He said Asif would hold a press conference
soon, after consulting his lawyer.

Asif was jailed in November after being
found guilty of conspiring to cheat and con-
spiring to accept corrupt payments over delib-
erate no-balls bowled during the Lord's Test
against England in August 2010.

In the Pakistani village of Machikay, some 40
kilometres (25 miles) from the eastern city of
Lahore, Asif’'s family voiced reliefat his release.

"I have spent these six months in pain but [
am sure that it's over now," his father Hasan
Deen, a farmer, told AFP. "I have not talked to
him for seven months but I am happy that his
difficult days are over.”

Pakistan's captain for the infamous Lord's
Test, Salman Butt, is still serving a 30-month
term while bowler Mohammad Aamer was
released in February this year after completing
halfofhis sixmonthsin a youth prison.

All three players were also banned by the
International Cricket Council (ICC) for violating
the players' code of conduct, but Deen backed
his son to make a strong return to the game.

"My son is a lion and lived as a lion even in
the jail. He has not played for two years but I
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am sure that if he comes on the field he will
shock everyone with his bowling,” said Deen,
busy supervising the wheat crop on his fields.

Asif's lawyer Ravi Sukul said Asif had begun
an appeal against his criminal conviction and
will soon proceed with an appeal against his
seven-year ICC ban in the Swiss-based Court
of Arbitration for Sport.

Asif's brother Ashraf said the whole
village was eagerly anticipating his return
and insisted he was an innocent party in
the scandal.

"We strongly believe that Asif didn't do
anything wrong, because he was so good at
cricket that he was trapped by some people,”
said Ashraf.

"l am sure that he will play again."

Deen said he felt no anger towards his son
despite his involvement in one of the most shame-
ful episodesin the historyof Pakistanicricket.

"l am not angry with him, why should I be?
He will be welcomed back home and if he wants
to play cricket I will not stop him," said Deen.

Agent Mazhar Majeed was jailed for 32
months for his role in orchestrating the plot to
bowlno-balls to order.

VY Cricket

AFP, Wellington

Troubled batsman Jesse
Ryder was omitted Thursday
from New Zealand's 15-man
Test squad to tour the West
Indies, with South Africa-
born paceman Neil Wagner
one of two new faces in the
line-up.

Despite some strong per-
formances in the Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL), Ryder
remains on the outer with New
Zealand selectors after a string
of alcohol-fuelled incidents,
most recently after a one-
dayerin Napierin March.

The 27-year-old, who has
also fought a well-publicised
battle with his weight, took a
break from the game after
the Napier indiscretion, then
set off for India to play in the
IPL with a clinical psycholo-

gistintow.,

The therapyappears to have
paid off, with Ryder averaging a
respectable 32 for the Pune
Warriors to stand 17th on the

overall [PLruns tally.
New Zealand Cricket

(NZC) did not address Ryder's
absence in a statement
announcing the squad, but
chief executive David White
spelled out the selectors’
position last week, saying a

recall was "a fair way" off.
"He needs to do a lot of

work on a lot of things like
fitness, attitude and be exem-
plary off the park," White said.

Wagner and leg-spinner
Tarun Nethula were the only
uncapped players in the
squad for two Tests against
the West Indies, the first in
Antigua starting July 25 and
the second in Kingston from

August 2.
Wagner was rushed

straight into the squad after
meeting residential eligibility
criteria following his move
from South Africain 2008.
National selection man-
ager Kim Littlejohn said the
26-year-old was an exciting
prospect who had performed
well in the domestic competi-
tion and earned an opportu-

nity at Test level.
Wagner joins another

South Africa native, Kruger
van Wyk, in the New Zealand
Test squad after he made his
debut for the Black Caps
against the touring Proteas in
March.

The West Indies trip will be
coach John Wright's last tour
in charge after he announced
earlier this week he was
resigning following tensions
with NZC's director of cricket

John Buchanan.
The Test series will follow

five one-dayers in the West

Ryder misses WI ticket

Indies, plus two Twenty20
internationals, which will be
played in the US state of

Florida on June 30 and July 1.
New Zealand's 15-man

Test squad for the tour of the
West Indies starting in July:
SQUAD

Ross Taylor (captain), Trent
Boult, Doug Bracewell, Dean
Brownlie, Daniel Flynn, Mark
Gillespie, Martin Guptill,
Chris Martin, Brendon
McCullum, Tarun Nethula,
Kruger van Wyk, Daniel
Vettori, Neil Wagner, B]
Watling, Kane Williamson.

Real end Barca
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leaving Madrid's win as a

footnote at the bottom of the
page.

"Torpedo!” cried the front
page of Barcelona-based
Mundo Deportivo, also
referring to Messi, who now
has more league goals this
season than Real's Cristiano
Ronaldo, and a total tally of
68, one better than that
mustered by Gerhard
Mueller while playing for
Bayern Munich in the 1972-

73 season.
The paper conceded a

narrow blue banner to the
other news of the day: "Ma-
drid win the league.”
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