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Trade, detence cooperation top agenda
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It will press for signing the

much-talked-about Trade
and Investment Cooperation
Forum Agreement (Ticfa)
and strategic partnership
deals with Bangladesh.

Dhaka, however, wants to
proceed with caution in
respect of signing any deal
with Washington, and it is
not ready to ink any deal
with Washington during
Clinton's 24-hour visit.

Duty-free and quota-free
access of Bangladeshi
apparel to the US market and
deportation of Lt Col AM
Rashed Chowdhury, con-
demned killer in
Bangabandhu murder case,
will figure prominently in the
talks between the two sides.

Washington may offer
stronger cooperation and
partnership in gas explora-
tion, and in power and
energy sectors.

As part of her three-
nation tour (Bangladesh,
India and China), Clinton is
expected to arrive in Dhaka
at 4:00pm on May 5 and hold
meetings with government
high-ups, opposition lead-
ers and civil society repre-
sentatives to discuss US-
Bangladesh cooperation in
political, economic and
security matters.

According to the draft
programme schedule, on her
arrival, she will first hold talks
with her Bangladesh coun-
terpart Dipu Moni at the
foreign ministry. They will
discuss political, security and
economic cooperation

between the two nations. The
talks will be followed by a
joint press conference.

Clinton will later call on
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and discuss a wide
range of bilateral issues. The
foreign minister will host a
dinner in honour of the US
Secretary of State.

On May 6, she will hold a
meeting with the Leader of
the Opposition Khaleda Zia,
Nobel Laureate Prof
Muhammad Yunus and civil
society representatives. She
is expected to leave Dhaka
for Kolkata atabout 3:30pm.

They said the top US diplo-
mat would discuss with Dipu
Moni the issue of the death of
Aminul Islam, a leader of
Bangladesh Garment and
Industrial Workers
Federation, who was picked
up and tortured to death
allegedly bylaw enforcers.

International rights bod-
ies strongly condemned the
incident and demanded
proper probe into his death.

Four US officials yester-
day met high-ups at the
foreign ministry and dis-
cussed issues relating to
Clinton's upcoming visit.

Sources said Clinton's
meeting with Khaleda will
feature many issues includ-
ing political repression and
harassment, disappearance
of political leaders, violation
of human rights, the care-
taker government and the
next general election.

Diplomatic sources said
her upcoming visit is very
crucial and has a special

significance in strengthen-
ing ties between the two
nations.

They said the US that is
still unhappy with Prof
Yunus' removal from
Grameen Bank wants part-
nership with Bangladesh as
it has special strategic
importance to the USAin the
present global and regional
circumstances.

Officials at the foreign
and the commerce minis-
tries said Dhaka is yet to
decide on signing the Ticfa
agreement. It is still scruti-
nising the deal to figure out
its future implications.

The Ticfa promises to
protectinvestments, remove
obstacles in bilateral trade
and create a forum for dis-
cussing issues relating to
trade and investment.

Although both the sides
reached an understanding
over the key issues laid down
in the trade deal, Dhaka is
yet to complete formalities
to ink the agreement.

Similarly, no decision has
been made about signing a
“strategic partnership” or
defence deal with
Washington at this moment.

However, senior govern-
ment officials said there
wouldn't be any big problem
in completing all procedures
to sign an agreement if both
the governments wish so.

“In the past, we had com-
pleted procedures over-
night. So, the possibility of
signing agreements during
Hillary Clinton's visit cannot
be ruled out,” said a govern-
menthigh-up.

Dhaka has proposed
forming a joint commission
to create a regular forum to
discuss issues regarding
security cooperation, said
government officials.

Diplomatic sources said
Washington wants more
engagement with Dhaka in
the area of security coopera-
tion. The US believes that
Bangladesh's role is vital to
maintaining security in the
Bay of Bengal. Besides, it
considers Bangladesh as an
active partner in regional
counterterrorism efforts,
they said.

They said USA's desire to
enhance military engage-
ment with Bangladesh is
evident in the recent visits by
US high-ups, including
Andrew ] Shapiro, US assis-
tant secretary of state of
Political-Military Affairs,
and the first-ever
Bangladesh-US Dialogue on
Security Issues held in
DhakaonApril 19.

On April 24, Shapiro said
at the Carnegie Endowment
Roundtable in Washington,
DC that defence ties
between the USA and
Bangladesh are one of the
most robustin South Asia.

“Bangladesh is a key player
in maintaining security in the
Bay of Bengal. They are an
active partner in regional
counterterrorism efforts and
we are working to enhance
their ability to respond to
natural disasters,” hesaid.

“Our cooperation with
Bangladesh is a prime exam-
ple of how US security assis-
tance can play a critically

important role in our diplo-
matic engagement,” Shapiro
said at the roundtable.

Diplomatic sources said
the USA wants a “strategic
partnership” deal with
Bangladesh to create a regu-
lar forum to discuss issues
like counterterrorism, food
security, climate change and
energy. But it is yet to put
forward a formal proposal
for signing such an agree-
ment, they said.

Foreign ministry officials
said the commerce ministry
had sent the Ticfa draft to the
Prime Minister's Office for
its opinion.

They said the ministry
was of the opinion that the
government should do an
in-depth scrutiny of the
Ticfa to know about its
future implications and
impacts.

“We [the foreign minis-
try) are not in favour of ink-
ing any deal hurriedly. But
there are people in the gov-
ernment for signing agree-
ments on trade and defence
cooperation without delay
to improve Bangladesh-US
ties that suffered serious
setbacks in recent times,”
said a senior government
official asking not to be
named.

On December 1, last year,
Dan Mozena, US ambassa-
dor in Dhaka, said at a press
conference, “Washington
wants to sign the trade
agreement, which is moving
forward, to create a forum
for discussing full range of
issues relating to trade and
investment.”

No official talks
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during his visit to Dhaka on
May 5-6.

The Indian minister is not
keen to discuss the pending
bilateral issues and Indian
promises to Bangladesh as
the foreign ministers of the
two countries will hold dis-
cussions at the maiden Indo-
Bangla Joint Commission
Meeting scheduled for May
7-9 in New Delhi, sources at
the foreign ministry said.

Pranab will not have any
official meeting with his
Bangladesh counterpart
Abul Maal Abdul Muhith
excepting a brief call on fora

few minutes.

He will meet Leader of the
Opposition Khaleda Zia, but
the schedule of the meeting
could not be confirmed.

Pranab will visit
Bangladesh as the represen-
tative of the Indian govern-
ment to the inaugural ses-
sion of the closing ceremony
of the joint celebration of
150th birth anniversary of
Rabindranath Tagore,
according to a foreign minis-
try press release.

A seven-member official
delegation and a media
team will accompany him.

He will call on Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina and
senior leadership of the
government to discuss
issues of mutual interest.
“The visit of Pranab
Mukherjee is part of the sus-
tained engagement between
the leadership of Bangladesh
and India for harnessing
available synergies and com-
monalities for mutual bene-
fit,” said therelease.
According to his tour

itinerary, Pranab will arrive
in Dhaka from Manila on

May5at9:00pm.

The following day, he will
attend the closing ceremony
of Tagore's birth anniversary

at Bangabandhu
International Convention
Centre (BICC).

He will then call on Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina at
Gono Bhaban at noon. He
will have lunch with the
premier and will hold infor-
mal discussion.

Senior leaders of ruling
Awami League are expected
to meet Pranab at his
Sonargaon hotel suite.

Finance Minister Muhith
will call on the Indian minis-
terat the hotelat 3:00pm.

Pranab will then have an
interaction with a select
group of newspaper editors

forabout halfan hour.

He will fly for New Delhi
at5:30pm.

Bangladesh and India last
year had drawn up year-long
celebration programme to
mark the 150th birth anni-
versary of Rabindranath
Tagore.

An Indian cultural dele-
gation will participate in the
programme at the BICC, said
a press release of Indian
High Commission in Dhaka.

The delegation includes
Sharmila Tagore, Pabitra
Bhushan Sircar and a dance
drama group of Sangeet
Natak Academy.

Maiden gas compressor station opens
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Bangladesh's gas produc-

tion is currently limited by
the capacity of the national
grid, Strong said, adding the
Muchai compressor station
would boost the capacity of
the pipeline by diverting the
gas now flowing at a pressure
of about 900 pounds per
square inch.

The compressor will boost
the pressure to over 1,100
pounds per square inch and
the high-pressure gas will
then be returned into the
pipeline system from where
it will flow south to Ashuganj,
Dhaka and western
Bangladesh at a rate of over
1.1 billion cubic feet per day.

"... we expect additional
increases as we work with
(Gas Transmission Company
Ltd to further optimise the
system,” Strong noted.

The new facility will come
as a relief to the businesses,
industries, power plants and
fertiliser plants, whose oper-
ations have been being
disrupted due to a shortage
of gas supply. Even if they got
gas, the pressure remained
too low.

Speaking as the chief
guest at the inaugural func-
tion, Sheikh Hasina thanked
the US energy giant for com-
pleting the project within
the stipulated time.

She said her government

had opened up the energy
sector for private companies
as the country was facing gas
and power crises.

Had the government
given the two other projects
of gas compressor stations --
now being installed in
Ashuganj and Elenga under
government initiative -- to
the private sector, they would
have been readied by this
time and could have added
more gas to the pipeline.

Chevron's production
averages 980mmecfd, about
45 percent of the country's
total gas generation.

Melody Meyer, president
of Chevron Asia Pacific
Exploration and Production

Company Ltd, said the
Muchai compressor station
was one of several signifi-
cant projects Chevron had
undertaken, which would
spur growth of natural gas
production in Bangladesh.

She said her company
was committed to helping
Bangladesh build a vibrant
natural gas industry.

Meyer also said stable
regulatory, legal and fiscal
frameworks were vital to
energy security and to offer a
secure, world class business
climate.

Dan Mozena, US ambas-
sador to Bangladesh, said
the project was a great exam-
ple of collaboration between

the private sector and the
government in response to
the surging need for energy
foradynamiceconomy.

Due to years of
underinvestment in the
energy sector, the govern-
ment has been struggling to
meet the growing needs for
gas. At present, the country
produces 2,200 mmcfd of
gas whereas the demand is
over 2,500 mmcfd, accord-
ing to state-run Petrobangla.

Finance Minister AMA

Muhith, State Minister for

Energy, Power and Mineral
Resources Muhammad

Enamul Hug, and Energy
Secretary Mohammad
Mejbahuddin also spoke.

When anti-politics
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nation that unless the miss-
ing politician is found, alive
and well, and handed over to
his family, the hartals will go
on. In a more bizarre fash-
ion, the wife of the missing
politician goes on a search
for her husband in the com-
pany of security forces, then
meets the leader of the oppo-
sition and emerges to deny
before the country that she
was outonasearch at all.

Meanwhile, it is the
young people of the country,
those aspiring to move on to
higher education through
qualifying at the HSC exami-
nations, who remain uncer-
tain about their immediate
future. They are not sure if
tomorrow they can appear
for the next step in the on-
going examinations.

The acting secretary
general of the BNP gives us
what he believes is a thought
everyone will appreciate.
The son of the missing Ilias
Ali, says he, is also a candi-
date for the HSC examina-
tions but is weighed down,
naturally, by thoughts of his
vanished father. We under-
stand the psychological
predicament of Ilias Ali's
son, indeed of his family.

What the BNP acting secre-
tary general does not appear
to understand is the terrible
crudity with which tens of
thousands of HSC
examinees and their guard-
ians have been thrown into
deep mental anguish by the
insensitivity associated with
these hartals.

The truth, at this point of
time, is that politics is in a
deep slide toward regres-
sion. Or you could even
suggest that where a revival
of politics, in that very mod-
ern, renaissance sense of
the meaning, was the goal
following the general elec-
tions of December 2008, it is
today the very reverse of
that goal the nation hap-
pens to be going through.
Anti-politics has become
the order of the day.

That a government enjoy-
ing a vast majority in parlia-
ment and therefore vast
powers is not necessarily
competent government is a
fact demonstrated all too
well in the more than three
years which have elapsed
since January 2009. The
death of citizens in
"crossfire” has gone on, with
the authorities unable to
explain why the security

forces are so trigger-happy.
Worse, the terrible malady of
disappearances, something
we thought was once associ-
ated with South America in
the old dictator-driven days,
is now part of Bangladesh's
anti-politics culture.

A goodly number of citi-
zens have been abducted in
these past many months.
Some have been found dead,
but most have remained
untraced. That is not what
you expect in a democracy.
And yet Ilias Ali and all those
others before him have
disappeared in all the aura of
democracy which does not
quite look like democracy as
it should be. That is not
acceptable.

It is not acceptable that
the government cannot
trace Ilias Ali inasmuch as it
is not acceptable that it
remains unable to dig into
the truth behind the murder
of a Saudi diplomat, of a
journalist couple, of so many
others across the country. It
is not acceptable that plati-
tudes be offered where deci-
sive action is the need.

For the government, the
question ought not to be one
of whether or not the BNP
itself has had a hand in the

disappearance of Ilias Ali. It
ought to be one of how fast
and how efficiently it can
locate the man and nab
those behind his abduction.
On a larger scale, it becomes
the job of the government,
any government, to ensure
the security of life of every
citizen athome and abroad.
And for the opposition,
which had been in power
earlier and might find itself
there again someday, the
lesson should have been
that loss of power does not
automatically entitle it to an
exercise of politics without a
sense of responsibility. The
sheer cavalier manner in
which the hartals are being
called, the desperation with
which vehicles are being set
on fire or vandalised, the
ugliness with which threats
of more destructive agita-
tion are being made -- all of
these only substantiate the
claim that anti-politics has
today the upper hand in the
country. Businesses remain
inoperative, educational
institutions remain closed,
millions of day labourers go
without work and therefore
without food -- all because
the opposition means to
settle scores on the streets

rather than engage in the
business of acceptable poli-
tics, in parliament.

In a functioning democ-
racy, parliament should be
in full mastery of conditions;
the government ought to be
looking to the welfare of
every citizen; the opposi-
tion, even as it disagrees
with the powers that be,
must convince the nation it
has its interests uppermost
in mind.

In a pluralistic system of
governance, trains should
be running on time; offices
must work round the clock:
traffic must run smoothly on
the streets; classrooms
should pulsate with ideas;
and citizens must feel secure
in the thought that their
politicians, both in power
and outside, respect them,
that the state is there to
assure them that their lives
and property are safe, that
their future will be positively
different from their past.

Anti-politics militates
against such good thoughts.
An abduction of citizens is
an act of mediaevalism.
Compelling citizens into
observing general strikes is
an assault on the principles
of democratic decency.

Boro price Tk 28 a kg
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meeting of the Food Policy
Monitoring Committee
(FPMC) at his ministry.

Razzaque said, “We hope
this will have an impact on
the falling paddy prices in
the market, and farmers will
benefit.”

He mentioned that pro-
duction cost of Boro paddy
this year has been estimated
at Tk 15.76 a kg and that of
milled rice at Tk 24.27 a kg.
Last year, the government
procured 8.5 lakh tonnes of
BororiceatTk29akeg.

The announcement on
public purchase of rice came at
a time when prices of Boro
paddy are falling. Field reports
from different districts say
farmers are selling paddy at
aroundTk400amaund (37 kg).

The food minister, how-
ever, said the government
has reports that paddy
prices range from Tk 500 to
530 a maund.

“We are not much wor-

ried over paddy prices at
present, but we apprehend
fall of prices as peak harvest
of Boro starts in a week.
Therefore, we are buying
more rice this season [com-
pared to last season], and if
needed, will buy even more
than 10 lakh tonnes,”
Razzaque said.
The government now has
a food stock of 12.5 lakh
tonnes while its storage
capacityis 17 lakh tonnes.
“By September, a substantial
quantity of food will be released
through regular ration
programme for the BGB and
Ansars. Apart from that, we will
distribute food through other
safetynet programmeslike Food
forWork and Open Market Sales
so that we can buy and stock the
newrice,” said theminister.
The government has
estimated rice production to
be 1.87 crore tonnes this Boro
season compared to 1.86
crore tonnes last season.
Meanwhile, the com-

merce ministry will issue an
order shortly allowing
export of aromaticrice.

There is, however, no plan
until now to export coarse
rice, Razzaque said.

Boro rice meets around
60 percent of the country's
annual food requirement of
over three crore tonnes.

Asked about criticisms that
it is the millers who mainly
benefit from the public pro-
curement of rice, Razzaque
said the farmers cannot sup-
ply paddy with the minimum
moisture level as required by
the government. And it is a
hurdle to buying paddy
directly from the farmers.

The FPMC meeting
chaired the food minister
was attended by Agriculture
Minister Matia Chowdhury,
Finance Minister AMA
Muhith, Commerce Minister
GM Quader, the prime minis-
ter's finance adviser Mashiur
Rahman and secretaries of
the ministries concerned.

May Day today
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rights of workers.

The day is observed every
year since 1886 commemo-
rating the launch of a mas-
sive movement of workers at

the Haymarket in Chicago of
the United States to estab-
lish the rights of eight-hour
working day. In the next few
days of agitation, several
workers were killed.

The dayisapublic holiday.

Different political and
labour organisations, partic-
ularly the labour wings of
political parties, profes-
sional bodies and cultural
organisations have chalked
out elaborate programmes
to celebrate the day.

Different departments
under labour and employ-
ment ministry will bring outa
colourful procession, led by
Minister Khandaker
Mosharraf Hossain, from
Srama Bhaban on Rajuk

Avenue at 8:00am which will
be ended at the National
Press Club after parading
different streets.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will inaugurate the
May Day programme at
Osmani Memorial audito-
rium at 10:00am. The
programme also includes a
two-day fair where 42 organi-
sations will participate.

She will also inaugurate
on-line trade union registra-
tion and factory registration
and license taking system of
the labour and employment
ministry.

City streets will be deco-
rated with banners and
festoons with slogans of the
May Day.

President Zillur Rahman
and the prime minister in
separate messages greeted
the working class people of
the country and wished their

overall welfare.
Zillur Rahman said pro-
tecting workers' interest,

creating good working envi-
ronment for them and

improving workers-owners

relations are necessary for
industrialisation and socio-
economic development of
the country.

Hasina in her message
paid rich tribute to those
workers who sacrificed their

lives to uphold the rights of
the workers. She also under-
lined that good relation
between owners and work-
ers must be maintained.

Leader of the Opposition
and BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia also congratu-
lated the working class peo-
ple on this day.

In her message, Khaleda
called upon all to be respon-
sible for protecting the inter-
ests of the workers.
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