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BURIGANGA BRIDGE

Protection rail
in poor state

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The guardrails on the approach road of Bangladesh-China
Friendship Bridge-1 are at high risk of falling over as cracks

in the pavement at different points are yet to be fixed.
The guardrails on both sides of the approach road of

the bridge stretch for about 300 metres but around 200
metres of it is damaged. Rails are usually installed on

approachroads ofbridges and curves.
Over 30-metre guardrails on the northern side of the

bridge got damaged around three months ago.
Following the damage, the Roads and Highways

Department (RHD) installed bamboo fence there. The
authorities concerned sent a proposal to the RHD to

rebuild the railings butithas notbeen approved yet.
Mohammad Shahin, driver of a CNG-run three-

wheeler, told The Daily Star, "That day, we several drivers
were chitchatting under the bridge. Suddenly, we saw a

bus hittherailing and the barriers fellnearus.”
No casualties were reported during the collapse. “But

cracks have developed at different parts of the approach
road along the railings. These must be repaired soon to
avoid accidents,” he said.

SEE PAGE 19 COL 2
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A gaping trench-like crack has appeared between the tarmac and the pavement of the first Buriganga Bridge in Postagola in the capital. The
dangerous crack has been there for months but there have been no signs that the authorities concerned were trying to fix it.

5 drown
in trawler
capsize

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Kishoreganj

Two mothers and their
three children drowned in
a trawler capsize in the
river Boulai at Mithamain

in Kishoreganj yesterday.
The accident happened

around 6:45am about four
kilometres from Ghaghra
point of the upazila due to
overloading, said Sadekur
Rahman, Mithamain
upazila nirbahi officer
(UNO).

“The trawler had a
capacity for a maximum
of 60 people. But the mas-
ter overloaded it with 100
rice sacks of around 3,700
kg along with 18 people,”
he told The Daily Star.

However, most of the
passengers managed to

swim ashore, he added.
SEE PAGE 12 COL 4

Series agitation

from Sunday

Decides BNP-led alliance:

no trace of Ilias yet
RAKIB HASNET SUMAN

The BNP-led 18-party alliance last night decided to go for
anon-stop agitation from Sunday; if the government fails
to find missing BNP leader M llias Ali by Saturday, the

deadline given by the main opposition.
During a meeting, the alliance also agreed in principle
SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

SYLHET VIOLENCE

Death toll
now 3

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Sylhet

With another person fall-
ing victim to last
Monday's fierce clashes
between pro-hartal pick-
ets and law enforcers in

Bishwanath, the death toll

rose to three yesterday.
Zakir Hossain, 28, suc-

cumbed to his injuries at

Sylhet MAG Osmani
SEE PAGE 19 COL 3

SOHEL TAJ'S RESIGNATION

Speaker Hamid
in no hurry

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speaker Abdul Hamid has yet to give any directive to the
Parliament Secretariat on issuing a gazette notification
declaring Tanjim Ahmad Sohel Taj's parliament seat

vacant.
Sohel Taj, son of the country's first prime minister

Tajuddin Ahmad, resigned as lawmaker on Monday sending

hisresignation letter to the speaker through a messenger.
SEE PAGE 19 COL 4

370 Hindus killed

in a single day

War crimes tribunal told it happened at Alim's directive

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

With the directives of Abdul
Alim, the Pakistani army and the
collaborators killed 370 Hindus
in villages of Joypurhat in one
single day during the Liberation
War, the prosecution told the

International Crimes Tribunal-2
yesterday.

Driven by “religious malevo-
lence”, the Pakistani army and
the collaborators in a planned
way on April 26 carried out an
all-out attack on the Hindu

SEE PAGE 19 COL 5
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ONLINE POLL
Do you agree with the finance minister
that the World Bank's allegation over
the Padma bridge project is spurious
and imaginary?

®Yesm (11.0%)
& No mmmms—n (87.8%)
@ No Comments | (1.3%)

TOTAL VOTES: 638

TODAY'SPOLL
Do you think BNP's dedision to go for
tougher agitation from Sunday over the
Ilias Ali issue is justified?
PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
www.thedailystar.net

YOU MAY ALSO VOTE AT
k facebook.com/dailystarnews j

PRAYER TIMING

Maghrib 629 634
Esha 800 830
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Anan Intesar bin Fayez finally with his mother after Nusrat's legal battle across two
countries to have her son back. The photo was taken at their Bangla Motor home.
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Odyssey of
a mother
ends in joy

M ABUL KALAM AZAD

Nusrat knows deep in her heart that her odyssey has

ended favourably.
From police station to court, one ministry to another

in Bangladesh and India -- she pressed her case to win
guardianship of her seven-year-old son Anan Intesar bin

Fayez.
Her ex-husband AKM Nurul Fayez Bakul inflicted all

the painson her.
He left Anan to a residential school in Siliguri in the

Indian state of West Bengal to separate the kid from his

mother.,
SEE PAGE 12 COL 2

Pakistan tests
nuke-capable
ballistic missile

AFP, slamabad

Pakistan successfully test
fired a nuclear-capable
intermediate range ballistic
missile yesterday, the mili-
tary said, less than a week
after India test launched a
long range missile.

SEE PAGE 19 COL 5

Showcasing
Craftsmanship

Discovery into the excellence of Bangladesh furniture

and allied products industries under one umbrella
COME & VISIT

BANGLADESH FURNITURE & INTERIOR DECOR EXPO 2012

Date: 26-28 April, 2012 | Time: 10:00am -6:00 pm | Venue:Winter Garden, Ruposhi Bangla Hotel, Dhaka (Formerly Dhaka Sheraton Hotel)
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PARTICIPANTS

Furniture Akhtar Furnishers Ltd, Brothers Furniture Ltd., Furnitec Industries Ltd., Hatil Complex Ltd.,

Navana Furniture Ltd., Otobi Limited, Partex Furniture Industries Ltd.

Jute Bengal Braided Rugs Ltd., Corr-The Jute Works, Creation Private Ltd.,
Haymokanti Fashion Cottir, Prokritee, Prabartana, Rural Reconstruction Foundation

Handicraft Décor Idée, TdK (BD) Ltd., Time Expo

Organized by

; I BANGLADESH
ASSOCIATION
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in Collaboration with Event Organioer

=

i e

windmill/BFID Expo 2012

EprTror: Manruz ANAM-Published by the Editor from Transcraft Ltd, 229, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka-1208 and 12-13, Kalurghat Heavy Industrial Area, Chittagong-4208 on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd, 52, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000. Editorial, News & Commercial Offices: 64-65, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue,

Dhaka-1215, Tel: 9144330 (Hunting) & 8124944, Fax: 9144332, 8125155, 8126154, GP0 Box No: 3257, e-mail: editor@thedailystar.net,reporting@thedailystar.net



