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Poultry stares death

% of farms shut in 5 years; govt inaction in

tackling bird flu, lack of policy support
blamed at 3tar roundtable

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

ers now worry that Bangladesh that

The government's negligence in
tackling bird flu has driven the poul-

try industry to the brink of ruin as  pecome import-dependent, without
two-thirds of 150,000 farms wentout  properpolicy support.

of production in the last five years, Reduced compensation for cull-
sector leaders said yesterday.
The shutdown of thousands of delayed disbursement of compensa-

farms cut into the production of t{jon funds forced many farmers to
chicken and eggs. The industry lead- SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

attained self-sufficiency in meeting
domestic demand for protein such as
chicken and eggs might again

ing bird flu-infected chickens and

SITUATION GRAVE

Poor watch misses it all

M RAHMAN

livestock department, said wererecorded from January1 to

The government does not have
the real figure of bird flue-

affected fowlsdue topoormoni- ¢ [jvestock Services (DLS), a However, farm owners and
toring and surveillance of the total of 21 bird flu outbreaks SEE PAGE 6 COL 3

47 cops
promoted
to SP

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government yesterday
promoted 47 additional
superintendents of police

(ASP) to the rank of SP
Besides, 53 officials,

including those newly
promoted, were trans-
ferred in the latest reshuf-

fle of the police.
SEE PAGE 19 COL 1

PRAYER TIMING April 23
Azan Jamaat

Maghrib 6-27 6-31
Esha 8-00 8-30

Spurce:
Islamic Foundatien RiRibbRI

and farm owners' associations.
According to the Department

MYANMAR PARLIAMENT
Suu Kyi's party
postpones debut

AFP, Yangon

Aung San Suu Kyi's party yesterday announced it would
postpone its parliamentary debut, in the first sign of
discord between Myanmar's newly elected opposition
and reformist government.

The democracy icon and other members of her National
League for Democracy (NLD) will not travel to the capital
Naypyidaw to enter parliament today, spokesmen for the
party told AFP, in adispute over the swearing-in oath.

"We are not boycotting, but we are just waiting for the
right time to go," said Suu Kyi, who won her first-ever seat
in parliament in landmark April 1 by-elections, after a

meeting on the issue in Yangon.
The NLD has baulked at the wording of the oath,

which requires them to protect a constitution that was

drawn up by the country's former junta.
SEE PAGE 19 COL 2

sources at livestock department April5 this year across the coun-
try and 1,02,348 fowls were

culled during this period.

Suranjit's
son gets
ACC call

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The ACC yesterday
instructed the son of for-
mer railway minister
Suranjit Sengupta to
appear before it on April
26 and explain the sources
of Tk 5 crore with which
he has obtained an inter-
connection exchange
licence from Bangladesh
Telecommunication

Regulatory Commission.
ti-Corruption

Commission (ACC)
Commissioner
Mohammad Sahabuddin

told The Daily Star

SEE PAGE 19 COL 3
RELATED STORY ON PAGE 2

Leave economy alone

Businessmen urge political leaders
to find an alternative to hartal

REFAYET ULLAH MIRDHA

Businessmen yesterday urged political
leaders to find an alternative to hartals to

ensure smooth running of the economy.
Hartals hamper both domestic and

foreign investments, the business people
said, adding that as a result employment
shrinks. The strikes also present a bad
image of the country, leaders of different

chambers and trade associations said.
“We want alternatives to political strikes

in the greater interest of the economy.
Strike is a weapon for destroying the econ-
omy. The foreign investors get discouraged
by such political strikes,” said AK Azad,
president of the Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and Industry.

He said hartal calling has been an out-
moded act and that the political leaders
should now prioritise job creation for
fresh graduates. It is the responsibility of
the government to protect the lives and
properties of individuals in the country,
Azad also said.

Amjad Khan Chowdhury, president of
Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, said hartals were definitely
affecting the business activities as well as
the economy:.

“But, we have to tolerate such undesir-
able political impacts. During strikes
exports are affected badly. The internal
transportation of goods is also hampered

by the strike,” he said.

SEE PAGE 6 COL 4
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Usually gridlocks dominate Shapla Chattar in downtown Dhaka but during hartal yesterday hardly any motor vehicles are seen there.
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Would you support if BNP goes for
non-stop agitation programmes
incduding hartal over llias Ali's
disappearance?

® Yo (53.9%)

W No (43.9%)

@ No Comments| (2.1%)
TOTAL VOTES: 1033

TODAY'SPOLL

Do you think it was
justifiedfor
BNP to extend the hartal
amid the ongoing Higher
Secondary Certificate and
its equivalent
examinations?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
| www.thedailystar.net

! YOU MAY ALSO VOTE AT
facebook.com/dailystarnews _,:)

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina calls on Qatar Emir Sheikh Hamad PHOTO:
Bin Khalifa Al Thani in Doha yesterday. PID

Marco

NOTICETO TRADE || 4

With effect from 01 May 2012, Marco Shipping Company (BD) Limited will be the new
Agent in territory of Bangladesh for MSC Mediterranean Shipping Company S.A.,
Geneva.

The first MSC vessel to be handled under agency of Marco Shipping at Chittagong Port
will be MV Vega Turmulin V-1218R ETA 02 May and ETD 05 May 2012.

All valued clients of MSC are requested to contact Marco Shipping Company (BD)
Limited with regard to their import and export cargoes on MV Vega Turmulin V-1218R.
Marco Shipping values and seeks the trade's continued support to MSC Mediterranean
Shipping Company S.A., Geneva. o

Contact details of Marco Shipping Company (BD) Ltd.
@ Dhaka ' Executive Director: Lt Col Md. Rajibul Islam, psc (Retd), Cell: +8801730730730, Fax: +88-02-8314548,
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Chittagon@ Executive Director: Nazmul Ahsan, Cell: +8801730730706, Fax: +88-031-710282 , Email: nazmul@
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(Chittagong): Borhan Uddin Ahmed  Customer Service Sr. Manager (Chittag
Cell: 4801730730712, Emik: borhan@mscbangla.c " Cell: +8801730730714, Email: mashhe

" Cell: +8801730730612, Email; riofizdiims om.___ Cell: +8801730730637, Email: salahuddin@mscbangla.c:

Head of Accounts (Chittagong): Rashed Karim HR & Admin (Dhaka): Parvez Sazzad

Cell: +8801730730710, Email: rashed@mschanglaieom Cell: +8801730730600, Email: _
g — _—

Dhaka Office: Rupayan Karim Tower (4th Floor), 80 VIP Road, Kakrail, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh.
Chittagong Office: IIUC Tower (4th Floor), Plot: 9, Sk. Mujib Road, Agrabad C/A, Chittagong, Bangladesh.

@ Ellgﬂ <IRP T CTeUR I3 ﬁﬁl QIE
RN JRT FIOIE V¥ IR Fw1 oA T
TR IACS PN DN

RN T FIoa :

T s e o i et T
2022 AA B I AN ~AwE S 5w ITIE e

51 2SI o *Ffi TETT, IR I AR fA
ST AP FUTE ST T -

TR (70T -

d. P, BEDIN A IS HAFY 21 @6 Tl T=Es
».00 Y TE . ST FHE WY L,600/- BER A6
o0 T 9. TW @A SeH (71R/ @S 3E wES) @4 ey
BIg-g1al 8 I3 T [RRfs T a1l

e fSaeRf

D . MG TIL SR AP FIOCHHE 03 D Tl
f[A4ds Tax-9 aERd FAE Q| A@EAE A/H [P
AR Ea T R 92, H8N AT FIOEH (TG TP A
WIS T T 2. FIN-97 AdfEs oy s St
AT FPNETE AEUS 932 Wi Mamea Ags Im 3@
9. PRIRFS ANTASNA A TAAN, BB AR A1 S~ =
AW 8 JEINEd SO, W (Ol 48 M Aed Bl 92
ceizoTe1/33faTa SR GIRT/STS PIOfFiea N 89
CTEBS EH AfETRE@A TAEA AT FYH IAO
5@ 8. U 37 HYTOT A T TMITA-003° FU1B
T FAG TE 6. I AMHAYNE DA A 71 TE b, T
e (P21 @ISR 3f5a arne A [REbs =@ 4.
T TETTH FPH 5o |

337 L -

>. Al 3=s 98 IS afSaga Famam@rn 2. afow, sowfE,
e 253§, o JEaE I S ARFAET TP 3
ofaasi Taaie TEEE oditd R Ad9Es  @nen
fafeleTen |

MFANT ASTAR AT 3 ST
LAMTASTR FRRPS TETAE TS @ 9, 09

sifaE Jen ‘o GG F8d), oRy T
FIOESHd, A de- b (OF TAl), @15 J2- 22/4,

-8, T4, BRI 2309 B il @ |

EpiTor: MAHFUZ ANAM -Published by the Editor from Transcraft Ltd, 229, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka-1208 and 12-13, Kalurghat Heavy Industrial Area, Chittagong-4208 on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd, 52, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000. Editorial, News & Commercial Offices: 64-65, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue,
Dhaka-1215, Tel: 9144330 (Hunting) & 8124944, Fax: 9144332, 8125155, 8126154, GPO Box No: 3257, e-mail: editor@thedailystar.net,reporting@thedailystar.net

40 Prime Bank Foundation'12

Expressions 1083



