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Cricket returns after

extended hiatus

National Cricket League resumes today

SPORTS REPORTER

seems unlikely in some quarters.
Hafizur Rahman Joarder, member

Domestic cricket will resume today,
though not in the form of the long drawn
out 50-over tournament, the Dhaka

Premier League.

It will be the National Cricket League,
the country's much-maligned and only
first-class competition that will be
played out at the Sher-e-Bangla National
Stadium and Fatullah Cricket Stadium. It
will be the last two games of the tourna-
ment's second phase before the final

that is scheduled for April 26.

The matches will mark the first
instance of domestic cricket played
since the Dhaka Premier League was
suspended three weeks ago on March 28.

Frustratingly, the Bangladesh Cricket
Board have not been able to resolve the
crisis involving Victoria Sporting Club,
Mohammedan Sporting Club and
Abahani with none of the clubs moving
from their earlier threats of not playing
without their demands being met. It is
hoped that a solution will be found by
the time the NCL is over, but that too

secretary of BCB's tournament commit-
tee, said that preparations are complete
for the final three games. "We are pre-
pared for the tournament to be com-
pleted. The matches will begin on Friday
and I hopeitall ends properly,” he said.
The Sylhet-Rajshahi game will be
held in Mirpur while in Narayangan,i,
league leaguers Khulna will take on
Dhaka Metro. Sylhet are in second posi-
tion with 95.52 points while Rajshahi are
third on 93.98 points,
defending champions have more wins.
They will bank on Tigers captain
Mushfigur Rahim, who is set to appear for
the first time in a first-class game in the
domestic circuit this season. However, the
23-year-old is appearing for his Masters
examinations so he could yet miss out.
Rajshahi will therefore need to bank on
heavy scorers like Farhad Hossain,
Mizanur Rahman and Junaed Siddique
and left-arm spinner Saglain Sajib who has
taken 43 wickets so far in this edition.
Sylhet, too, will rely on their left-arm

though the

spinner Enamul Haque who would like
to increase his wicket count in the com-
petition which currently stands at 53
from nine games, the topmost among all
bowlers. Their batting strength will be
Rajin Saleh, now on 523 runs, as well as

Golam Mabud and Ejaz Ahmed.
Newcomers Dhaka Metro have Asif

Ahmed, the tournament's top-scorer
with 744 runs, while Shamsur Rahman,
Mohammad Ashraful and Mehrab
Hossain Jr have in excess of 450 runs so
far. The bowling seems to be a lop-sided
affair as Arafat Sunny has been the lead

bowler for the capital city side.
Khulna will have the services of Abdur

Razzak and Imrul Kayes for their match
against Dhaka Metro while still relying
on their balanced bowling attack that
saw Al-Amin Hossain (37 wickets),
Murad Khan (34) and Dollar Mahmud
(34) dominate whenever the need arose.
Tushar Imran and Anamul Haque
have scored in excess of 500 runs in the
competition while the side will expect
Razzak to dominate with the ball and
Imrul to make good use of this game.

Worcs dealt
Ajmal blow

AFP, Worcester

KP destroys Deccan

P11, Delhi

Worcestershire's hope of
seeing Saeed Ajmal return
for a second spell with the
English county for their
domestic Twenty20 cam-
paign have been dashed by
the Pakistan spinner's inter-
national commitments.

The Midlands club,
whose other overseas player
is Australia batsman Phil
Hughes, had hoped to have
Ajmal, England’s tormentor-
in-chief during Pakistan's
recent 3-0 Test series win in
the United Arab Emirates,
back at New Road.

However, the confirma-
tion of Pakistan's tour of Sri
Lanka has left the club look-
ing for another overseas
player.

"Following the recent
announcement that Paki-
stan's tour of Sri Lanka will
proceed, Saeed Ajmal will be
unavailable for Worcester-
shire's T20 campaign,” the
county said in a statement
Thursday:.

"Ajmal had signed a con-
tract to appear in Worcester-
shire CCC's T20 run at a time
when the Pakistan tour to Sri
Lanka was not agreed in the
ICC schedule.

"But it is now understood
that it is likely to take place
between late May and mid-
July 2012, ruling Ajmal out of
the county'sT20 campaign.”

Worcestershire director
of cricket, Steve Rhodes,
said: "Losing a player of
Saeed's quality is a big dis-
appointment.”

LOCAL SNIPPETS
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respective rivals. Amol Roy

defeated Anwar Hossain in
straight sets (6-2, 6-1) while
Dipu Lal came from behind to
beat Ranjan Ram (5-7, 7-5, 7-
6) in a thrilling semifinal to

confirm the final berth.
Amol Roy also teamed up

with Ranjan Ram to beat the
Milon Hossain and Mofazzel
Hossain pair 7-5, 6-4 in the
men's doubles final. Delwar
Hossain Shajal and Rubel
Hossain have qualified for the
finals of the U-16 and U-14
groups respectively while the
other matches were still ongo-
ing when this report was filed.

Siddikur starts
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from his third place finish at

the Masters, birdied the
opening three holes before
turning in 31 and adding
three birdies and one bogey
on his homeward nine.

Siddikur was in joint 23rd
position after the first round
where he made three birdies
and two bogeys.

Divisional
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Deputy Chairman of the school
football committee of BFE
Sheikh Mohammad Aslam,
president of Manikganj and
Gazipur DFA and officials of the

sponsors Islami Bank Limited
were present at the briefing.

Kevin
Pietersen

DI.FL produced a
LEAGUE blistering

unbeaten
103 to almost single-
handedly steer Delhi Dare-
devils to a five-wicket victory
over Deccan Chargers in an
Indian Premier League

match here onThursday.
The lanky Pietersen

unleashed an array of breath-
taking shots as he took the
responsibility after his team
was struggling at 23 for three
to overhaul the target of 158
with five balls to spare at the
Feroz Shah Kotla.

During his sustained
onslaught that saw him
record his first century and
highest score in Twenty20
format, Pietersen slammed a
staggering nine sixes and six
fours in his 64-ball knock.
The star England batsman
was, however, dropped
thrice and he ensured that
Deccan paid the price for
their sloppy fielding. This
was the Daredevils' fourth
win from five matches in
even as Deccan suffered
their fourth defeat on the
trot. Pietersen finished the
match in style, smashing
Ankit Sharma over his head
for six, which also brought
up his century, the second of
this edition of TPL.

The highlight of
Pietersen's innings was the
three successive sixes off
Jean-Paul Duminy and the
one against leg-spinner
Amit Mishra, which was
probably the biggest ever at
this venue. Bowling from the
Delhi Gate end, Mishra was
smashed straight down the
ground by Pietersen, with
the ball landing on the top
tier of the old pavilion. As the
ball disappeared, Sehwag,

sitting on the dugout with
his team-mates, was seen
smiling. Before that, one of
the sixes against Duminy
went 98 metres. And
moments later, Steyn was hit
over long-off for a maxi-
mum. Pietersen's onslaught
started after Mishra was
introduced into the attack,
and there was no looking

back after that.

SCORESIN BRIEF
DECCAN CHARGERS: 157
for 8 (Pathiv 45* Dhawan 44;

Morkel 3-23, Nadeem 3-16)
DELHI DAREDEVILS: 162 for

3 (Pietersen 1037, Steyn 2-19)
Result: Delhi Daredevils

won by five wickets.
Man-of-the-match: Kevin

Pietersen.

PHOTO: AFP
Delhi Daredevils batsman Kevin Pietersen hits a lofted
shot on his way to an unbeaten century during their IPL
Twenty20 match against Deccan Chargers at the Feroz
Shah Kotla Stadium in Delhi yesterday.

Bangladesh damaged
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that the tour of Pakistan is

nothing more than a solo
political stunt by the BCB
boss. Players have privately
expressed their reservations,
as have BCB directors. The
upshot has been that
Bangladesh stand to suffer far
greater damage than the
country they will not tour.
What can only be termed
Kamal's "Mission Pakistan"
has landed Bangladesh in
choppy waters in the cricket
world, and threatens to moor
them in a no man's land of
cricket relations. On the one
hand, their decision to tour
Pakistan will in no way be
taken sportingly by power-
houses such as India, England
and Australia who have stead-
fastly refused to tour the coun-
try because of security rea-
sons. On the other, a cancella-
tion of the tour will, as already
declared by PCB chief Zaka
Ashraf, endanger cricketing
relationship between the two
countries, which had become
particularly strong oflate.

This state of affairs has
already damaged Bangladesh's
reputation in the cricketing
world. Our players may be
respected, particularly in the
aftermath of their Asia Cup
heroics, but a lot of the impor-
tant decisions in cricket are
taken behind closed doors in
boardrooms. That is where
Kamal's machinations have
done the most damage. The
wrath of the cricketing world is
now focused on the BCB and
particularly its president.
Yesterday the Federation of
International Cricketers’
Association said that the deci-
sion to tour Pakistan was made
to 'enhance someone's politi-
cal and other aspirations' amid
'massive conflict of interests’.

The BCB must be rescued
from such a jaundiced percep-
tion, and nothing less than a
change at the top, from where
all the negativity seems to
have originated, will do. A
fresh start is needed under
someone the cricketing world
can trust. It is now evident,
through the wvarious, well-

documented changes of
stance in the lead-up to the
Pakistan tour, that Kamal is
unable to occupy a position of
trust. Most importantly, the
dominant perception of
Kamal now is as a power-
broker who will not sweat over
player safety to satisfy his
ambition.

As it is a government-
appointed post, it is time for
the highest authorities to
intervene. If Kamal can
manoeuvre his way out of
this and allowed to continue,
then perceptions of the
country's cricket, given such
a boost by the Tigers' Asia
Cup performance, will hit
rock bottom.

Ratna to shoot
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Shooting Range in Surrey,

London. The four shooters
had been training at the BKSP
Shooting Range for four
months. The London Olympic
Games will be held from July
27to Augusi 12.
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BCB president AHM Mustafa Kamal (C) is seen with the Bangladesh women's cricket team members during the
cheque hand-over ceremony at the National Cricket Academy yesterday.

Chennai keep
Pune in check

TNN, Chennai

Chennai Super Kings settled
score of Eden Gardens' humili-
ation as they beat Pune War-
riors by 13 runs in their IPL
clash at the Chepauk Stadium
onThursday.

Chasing 165, Pune Warriors
managed to score 151 for 7 in
20 overs, conceding an easy
victory to the defending cham-
pions on theirhome ground.

Earlier, Nuwan Kulasekara
got rid of both Pune openers
early after Chennai posted a
challenging 164 for 5.
Kulasekara first got Robin
Uthappa (8) caught by R
Ashwin and then dismissed
Jesse riders (9) to reduce
Pune Warriors to 26 for 2 in
four overs.

Chennai seemed to have
lost the advantage of a strong
start before captain Mahendra
Singh Dhoni (28 not out) gave
the home fans something to
cheer with some lusty hits
towards the end.

SCORESIN BRIEF
CHENNAI SUPER KINGS:
164 for 5 in 20 overs (Du
Plessis 58, Badrinath 57,
Dhoni 28 not out: Samuels 3-
39, Nehra2-23)

PUNE WARRIORS: 151 for 7
in 20 overs (Mathews 27,
Samuels 26, Ganguly 24,
Smith 23; Kulasekara 2-10,
Bravo 2-28)

Result: Chennai Super Kings
wonby 13 runs.
Man-of-the-match: Nuwan
Kulasekara.

Ex-cricketer
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His first-class career spanned

more than two decades before
retiring three years ago and a
highlight was a knock of 174 for
Clive Rice-led Transvaal (now
Gauteng) at Western Province
ina 1988 Currie Cup match.

Rain playing foul

VY| Cricket

AFP, Port of Spain

Heavy rain and deteriorating
light halted West Indies’ pur-
suit of their 215-run victory
target in the second Test
against Australia at Queen's
Park Oval on Thursday.

Australia skipper Michael
Clarke declared his team's
second innings at 160 for eight
early in the afternoon, leaving
West Indies with a minimum
61 overs to force a result and
level the three-game series.

They had reached 53 for
two off 11 overs when the
umpires led the teams off as
heavy rain, which restricted
Wednesday's action to just
30.4 overs, returned.

In an effort to win the
game, West Indies captain
Darren Sammy switched his
batting order, moving Kieran
Powell to open and placing
himself at number three.

Australia seamer Ben
Hilfenhaus soon had the West
Indies rocking, trapping
Powell Ibw for just four in his
second over and the decision
stood despite another wasted

review by the homesside.

During the morning the
unlucky Fidel Edwards finally
took his first wicket of the
match in his 10th over of the
second innings.

A short ball to Ricky
Ponting had him playing one
of his favourite hook shots
but he failed to keep the ball
down. It went straight to
Powell on the square leg
boundary and Ponting was
gone for 41 off 85 balls.

The highlight of the morn-
ing came in Sammy's second
over. He had dropped a sitter at
first slip earlier in the innings
but now took an excellent catch
off his own bowling to remove
his opposite number Clarke.

West Indies paceman
Kemar Roach took two more
wickets to give him his second
five wicket innings in the
match as he finished with 5-41.

He became the first West
Indian bowler to take 10 wick-
ets in a match since 2005 and
not since 1993 has it been
achieved by the home side

against Australia.

SCOREBOARD
AUSTRALIA: First innings 311 (Hussey 73,
Watson 56; Roach 5-105, Shillingford 3-92)

WEST INDIES: First innings 257

(Chanderpaul 94, Deonarine 55; Lyon 5-68)
AUSTRALIA: Second innings (ovemight 73-3)

Cowan Ibw b Roach 20
Warner c Bravo b Edwards 17
Watsonb Roach 0
Ponting ¢ Powell b Edwards 41
Clarke cand b Sammy 15
Hussey b Roach 24
Wade not out £l
Hilfenhaus b Roach 0
Lyon ¢ Sammy b Shillingford 3
Extras: (b-4, Ib-1,w-1, nb-3) 9

Total: (For§ wktsdecin61.5 overs) 160
Fall of wickets: 1-26, 2-26, 3-57, 4-93, 5-95,

6-145,7-149,8-160

Bowler 0 M R W
Edwards 10 2 28 1
Shillingford 23.5 4 55 1
Roach 18 4 41 5
Sammy 8 0 17 1
Deonarine 2 0 14 0
WESTINDIES: Secondinnings
Barath ¢ Clarke b Hilfenhaus 5
Powell Ibw b Hilfenhaus 4
Sammy not out 30
Bravo not out 8
Extras: (b-6) 6
Total: (For 2 wktsin 11 overs) 53
Fall of wickets: 1-6, 2-13

Bowler 0 M R W
Beer 4 1 10 0
Hilfenhaus 4 0 22 2
Watson 3 1 1§ 0

Match situation: West Indies need 162 runs
to winwith 8 wickets remaining.

Murray reaches qtrs

[g ) Tennis

AP, Monaco

break his fall.

shot from the baseline, slipped and rolled his
right ankle. He also hurt his right wrist trying to

Benneteau received lengthy treatment and

Andy Murray reached the quarterfinals of the
Monte Carlo Masters after Julien Benneteau
injured his ankle Thursday and retired near the
end of a hard-fought first set with the score 6-5.
Benneteau, a former French Open
quarterfinalist, gave the third-seeded Murray
problems throughout a set in which both play-

ers were aggressive.

The Frenchman dictated many of the rallies,
troubling Murray with some big forehands and

driving him back with some stinging backhands.
But Benneteau, scampering to retrieve a

continued briefly before retiring.

Murray next pays sixth-seeded Tomas
Berdych of the Czech Republic, who recovered
from a shaky first set to beat No. 12 Kei Nishikori
ofJapan 2-6, 6-2, 6-4.

Nishikori lost only two points on his serve in
the first set and broke Berdych twice.

Murray, meanwhile, struggled to hold his

opening service game and then broke

Benneteau. But the Frenchman broke straight
back when Murray, who had saved four break
points, hit a forehand wide on the fifth.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THE RESTLESSLY

EXCITED MOTORIST SPEEDING TO EXIT THE
HIGHWAY WAS CERTAINLY ON A RAMP-AGE.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: I equals M



