WHAT'S ON

Solo Musical Soiree
Title: Shur-er Badhone
Artiste: Shreya Guhathaturta
Venue: BRAC Centre Audito-
rium, Mahakhali

Date: April 16

Documentary Screening
Title: Rokeya Sakhawat Hossein
Memarial School, One Hundred Years After
Venue: Bengal Shilpalaya, H-42, R-
16({New], Dhanmandi

Date: April 17

Time: &:30pm

Art Exhibition

Tithe: Eminent Printmakers of
Bengal |

Venue: Gallery Chitrak, Dhanmondi  [F
Date: April 10-20

Time: 10am-8pm

Group Art Exhibition
Title: The Voice of Time

Venue: Institute of Art &
Culture, H-2, R-1/A, Gulshan-1
Date: Apnil 17-26

Time: 12pm-8pm

Musical Soiree

Title: Bajao Apon Shur
Venue: Chhayanaut
Shangskriti Bhaban, H-72, R-
15A, Dhanmondi

Date: April 20

B Photography Exhibition
Title: Butterflies of Bangladesh
Venue: Drik Gallery, H-58, R-
15A(New), Dhanmondi

Date: April 15-21

Time: 3pm-8pm

Grand Group Art
exhibition F==% L4

Venue: Saju Art Gallery, & i 3.
Gulshan-2 :
Date: April 7-May 8BRS 8%
Time: 10am-Bpm |t o

Baishakhi extravaganza
in Tangail

MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

Pahela Baishakh, the first day of Bengali New
Year-1419, was celebrated at Mawlana Bhashani
Science and Technology University (MBSTU) in

Tangail on April 14 amidst much festivity.
The students, teachers, officials and employ-

ees of the university brought out a procession at
the campus in the morning. Later, Sammilito
Sangskritik Jote organised a cultural function on

the open stage at the campus.
Rotaract Club of Mawlana Bhashani of

Tangail arranged traditional games such as
kabadi and cockfight at the campus on this

occasion.
Photography Society in MBSTU organ-

ised a photography exhibition at the cam-
pus. The MBSTU Debating Society organ-
ised a regional debating competition in the

afternoon.
Chalachitra Sangsad of MBSTU screened
film shows “Jago” and “22-e Srabon” at the

campus.
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Shatadal Samajik O Sangskritik Sangathan, a

local organisation,organised a kite festival on the
~ banks of the river Jamuna in Manikganj on Satur-
day fﬂ celehrate Pahela Bmshalrh

oira’ 'Dnl‘ and 'Moiurponkhi' fluttered in the sky.

.&hdus Shukur Biswas, president of Shivalaya

ipazila unit of Sushasoner Jonno Nagarik (Sujon)
: . and former
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Celebrating the biggest Bengali secular festival

ZAHANGIR ALOM
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The nation celebrated 'Pahela Baishakh', the
first day of the Bangla year 1419, last Satur-
day amidst vibrant pageantry, leaving behind
the gloom of the past and pledging to uphold
the nation's opulent cultural heritage.

Hundreds of thousands of people from all
walks of life, in traditional clothes, poured
into the streets, parks and open spaces across
the capital and elsewhere in the country from
early morning to welcome the Bangla New
Year.

The tradition of celebrating the Bangla
New Year -- in relation to closing of the
annual tax collection -- started during the
rule of Mughal Emperor Akbar (1556-
1605AD). Traders and shopkeepers open
'haal khata' (new account books) on this day
and offer sweets to clients.

In the course of time, it evolved into a day
of celebration and an integral part of the
Bengali culture, now considered the biggest
secular festival as people irrespective of reli-
gion and class celebrate the day.

Chhayanaut, one of the leading cultural
organisations of the country, has been hold-
ing their 'barsho boron’ (New Year celebra-
tion) since 1967. On April 14, 2012, the New
Year celebration at Ramna Botomul began
with a choral rendition of Raga Bhairo, a
morning raga, by the artistes of the Depart-
ment of Classical Music, Chhayanaut.
Chhayanaut gurus -- Asit Dey, Anup Barua
and Dr. Rezwan Ali -- led the bandish, "Guru
Nath Shravan Ki". The melody of the raga
stirred the senses as the sun slowly emerged
and gleamed behind soft white clouds.

Teachers, alumni and students of
Chhayanaut presented solos, duets and
group renditions and recitations at the event.
Aside from renditions of morning raga-based
songs of 'Pancho-kobi’ (Rabindranath
Tagore, Kazi Nazrul Islam, DL Roy, Atul
Prasad and Rajanikant), the artistes also

—— -
——

teacher of Shivalaya Government High School,
Mozammel Haque, head teacher of Teota Acadm |
Abdus Sattar, head teacher of Dashchira Govern-
ment Primary School, journalist Shahjahan Biswas,
Faruk Mustafiz, convener and Shahidul Islam,
member secretary of Shatadal Samajik O
Sangskritik Sangathan were present at the event.
Hundreds of people from different
parts of the upazila and out-
side the upazila gathered to
share the celebration.
The organisation has been
holding the festival annually
for the last four years.

rendered several folk numbers on the occa-
sion.

Accomplished vocalist Priyanka Gope
captivated the audience with her solo perfor-
mance of the song “Ami Notuner Abhilashi”.
The song seemingly inculcated a bright
beginning on the first day of Bangla year.
Noted folk singer Chandana Majumdar made
the audience sway with her sonorous rendi-
tion of a Lalon number “Jekhaney Shai'r
Baramkhana". Solo performances by

renowned singers -- Mita Haque, Laisa
Ahmed Lisa and

Chhayanaut Secretary General Khairul
Anam Shakil -- were moving too.

In her speech, President of Chhayanaut,
Dr. Sanjida Khatun said, "We cannot forgive
certain crimes. Those who demean humanity
in the name of religion have to be punished.
Dehumanising others is one of the most
heinous crimes. We must be honest and more
responsible to environment, society and
state. We must become broad-minded for the
betterment of the state.”

Later, Dr. Sanjida Khatun recited a verse,
“Ami je dekhechhi gopon hingsha...”, from

Tagore. The event wrapped up with the rendi-
tion of national anthem.

BTV, BTV World and Bangladesh Betar
aired Chhayanaut's celebration live.

A festive spirit took over the capital and
other parts of the country. Women in white
saris with red borders and men in panjabi --
decorated with Baishakhi motifs -- ushered
in the New Year.

Many had panta bhaat with fried hilsa,
daal, green chilli and onion at home, restau-
rants and fairs. Youngsters had their cheeks
painted with folk-themed emblems that
added further colours to the celebration.

They thronged the main venue in Ramna.
The festivities stretched over to Suhrawardy
Udyan, Dhaka University, Dhanmondi Lake
areas and Sher-E- Banglanagar bringing the
city traffic system to a standstill. Many for-
eigners clad in traditional Bengali clothes

were also seen in and around the venues of
celebration.

The crowd turned into a human sea in the
afternoon when the temperature came down
slightly.

Another major attraction was the deco-
rated procession called 'Mongol
Shobhajatra’, brought out by the students
and teachers of Faculty of Fine Arts, Dhaka
University. The theme for this year's "Mongol
Shobhajatra’ was our achievement, aspira-

To mark the Bangla New Year 1419, Bengal Foundation organised a two-
day festival, titled “Bengal Baishakh Utshab” at Banani Playground, Kamal
Ataturk Avenue, Dhaka. On the first day of the festival, Animesh Bijoy
Chowdhury (from Sylhet) and his troupe performed several songs. Kotha
Abriti Sangathan recited poems and noted singers Laisa Ahmed Lisa,
sharmin Sathi Islam, Jhuma Khandakar, Nasima Shaheen, Mahiuzzaman
Chowdhury, Privanka Gope and MA Shoaib rendered songs at the event. In
the evening, Baul singers Shafi Mondol, Rob Fakir and Baby Akhter per-
formed several songs. Krishnokoli, Arnob, Limon, Nobonita, among others,
also rendered songs. On the closing day (April 14), artistes performed
songs of different genres. Artistes, painters, social and cultural activists

also attended the event.

Clockwise (from top-left): Chhayanaut artistes
perform at Ramna Botomul, Dr. Sanjida Khatun (C)
speaks at the event, Tamanna Rahman and co-artiste
dance at Rabindra Sarobar Mancho, Artcell performs
at Dhaka University and the highlight of this
year's 'Mongol Shobhajatra' was a giant replica
of a sampan.
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tion and failure. Dhaka University Vice Chan-
cellor Professor AAMS Arefin Siddique with
DU proctor, treasurer, teachers and cultural
personalities led the procession.

The 'Shobhajatra’, featuring a giant replica
of a sampan (40 feet long) with several oars-
men in it, symbolised the recent victory in
maritime boundary demarcation. In a bid to
wipe out the war criminals forever from Ban-
gladesh, two giant replicas representing
razakars (war criminals) were included in the

PHOTO: MUMIT M.

procession. Replicas of an elephant, two
horses also signified the emboldened spirit
of the nation. Thousands of people
joined the procession, dancing along to
the beats of dhol and other musical
instruments.

There were scores of cultural shows
arranged by different organisations, keeping
the university area alive with heavy rush of
people. It was a day of pure, unadulterated
fun and merriment.

Programme on

Radharomon, Hason Raja
and Shah Abdul Karim

IQBAL SIDDIQUEE, 5ylhet

A three-day commemorative programme on
the mystic bards -- Radharomon Dutta,

Hason Raja and Baul Shah Abdul Karim --
concluded at the Shaheed Abul Hossain

Auditorium in Sunamganj town last Friday.
A discussion on Radharomon Dutta was

held on the first day. Dr. Mohammad Ali

Khan, Additional secretary, LGRD was s chief

speaker while Divisional Commissioner of
Sylhet, ANM Zeaul Alam and cultural activist
ATM Saleh took part in the discussion.
Lawmaker MA Mannan attended as chief
guest. Local artistes later presented popular
songs of Radharomon that are still popular

across the country.

The speakers said that Radharomon
songs are exuberant with mysticism
while the great bard had also inducted
the Sylheti regional essence in his com-
positions.

Radharomon is a name well known even
after 100 years to the people of all ages in
Sylhet region as well as in the other parts of
the country for his amazing compositions,

they added.
As a devoted soul, Radharomon entered

the arena of folk and mystic songs at an early
age. Dutta is also the initiator of 'Dhamail’

songs.
On the second day, poet Dr. Muhammad

Sadique, also Additional Secretary of the
Election Commission, was the chief
speaker on Hason Raja while lawmaker Md.
Matiur Rahman was the special guest.
Hason Raja songs were presented by the

local artistes.
On the concluding day, a discussion was

held on the eventful life and works of Shah
Abdul Karim. The keynote paper was pre-
sented by young writer Sumon Kumar Das.
Local artistes presented a number of the
popular songs of the bard, capturing the
attention of the audience for hours.
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Dhaka Art Summlt 2012
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Bangladesh emerging as a new player in South Asian Art

AFRIDA MAHBUB AND RAISAA
TASHNOVA
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In Bangladesh, struggling artists --
driven solely by their passion --
keep painting as long as economic
responsibilities can be evaded.
Finally a day arrives when they are
forced to face reality, put down their
paintbrush and resign to an office
job, locking up and slowly killing the
creative flare that defined them.

Fortunately Samdani Art Founda-
tion extended a helping hand to the
art scene of Bangladesh. Hosting
the 1st edition of Dhaka Art Summit
(from April 12-15) in collaboration
with Bangladesh National Museum
and Bangladesh Shilpakala Acad-
emy, Samdani Art Foundation is
striving to create an international
plattorm for Bangladeshi artists.
The summit features 249
Bangladeshi artists; exhibitions are
on at 19 art galleries.

The Samdani Art Foundation,
that started as Rajeeb and Nadia
Samdani observed the absence of
Bangladeshi artists in the interna-
tional art market, is perhaps the
leading promoter of Bangladeshi
artists. Their investment in the art
infrastructure of Bangladesh
includes the Samdani Artist Devel-
opment Award of BDT 10 lakh and
Samdani Young Talent Award worth
BDT 5 lakh. They also provide a 6
month-long residency programme,
where the artists are provided a
studio and all required materials to
work with. At the end of the
programimne, the foundation organ-
ises a solo exhibition for the win-
ning artists. The Dhaka Art Summit
is the latest and largest of the
Samdani Art Foundation initiatives
till date.

“We wanted to organise an event
in Bangladesh which would draw
global attention to the vibrant art
scene in Bangladesh,” says Nadia
Samdani, CEO of Samdani Art Foun-
dation. "Through this summit we
want to establish Bangladesh's
emergence in the global art market.
The 1st edition of the summit
focuses on local artists and galleries.
In future, international artists and
galleries will also be invited to

Crganized by

The Daily Star

16 April :
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exhibit their works at the summit
along with the local ones. This is
just the beginning and we hope that
it only moves forward from here,”
she adds.

The summit also addresses a core
problem that Bangladesh artists
face -- lack of gallery representa-
tion. “None of the galleries in Ban-
gladesh represent individual art-
ists,” says Rajeeb Samdani, “this is
why despite having many talented
artists, Bangladeshi art does not get
the exposure it deserves interna-
tionally.” He feels that once gallery
representation becomes a trend in
Bangladesh, the artists will obtain
financial liberation and focus on
their creative output, providing the
country and the world with master-
pieces.

Modelled after the Indian Art
Fair, an event that should be given
the credit for contributing greatly to
the recent boom in the Indian art
scene, Dhaka Art Summit is
expected to positively change the
international presence of
Bangladeshi artists.

A number of art experts and
enthusiasts from all over the world -
- from renowned museums, galler-
ies and auction houses -- have
graced the summit. Representatives
from Tate Modern Museum, UK,
visited Bangladesh last year follow-
ing their announcement of opening
a South Asian wing of the museum
in London. This year, the summit
has given a golden opportunity for
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the local artists to display their
works elaborately so that the inter-
national art connoisseurs and spe-
cialists can examine the works intri-
cately and decide to give the pieces
a place on the international stage.
As Kyla McDonald, Assistant Cura-
tor of International Art at Tate Mod-
ern, puts it, "I was pleasantly sur-
prised to see the immense potential
of Bangladeshi artists and the pas-
sion they have for their work. It has
indeed been a pleasure to see such a
diverse array of artists coming
together and I believe that Bangla-
desh will go a long way given the
right kind of boost.”

The six seminars that took place
during the event highlighted the
potential of South Asian Art in the
international market and the role
Bangladesh can play in it. The
seminars were conducted by repre-
sentatives from internationally
renowned houses like Christie's,
Rossi & Rossi. The perspective of
corporate houses that can lend a
hand in promoting and sponsoring
art in Bangladesh was also
included in the seminars.

The Dhaka Art Summit can thus
open a new window for the local
artists' works to get displayed in the
international market, increasing the
reach and volume of the sector in
terms of both quality and quantity,
as the young artists can now
develop their talents further and
seasoned ones can broaden their
dimensions.
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All programmes are in local
time. The Daily Star will not

be responsible for any
change in the programme.
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