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Platini slams
'bandits'

AFP, Lviv

UEFA chief Michel Platini on
Thursday accused "bandits
and crooks” of hiking hotel
prices in Ukraine to sky-high
levels for the Euro 2012 foot-
ball championships, amid
growing concerns over the
price ofaccommodation. "

It's annoying to have
made a lot of investment
and then say to people that
they can't come because
there are bandits and
crooks who want to make a
lot of money during this
Euro," Platini said on a visit
to the host city of Lviv in
western Ukraine.
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Wigan stun MU [Ronaldo

AFP, London

Struggling Wigan breathed
life into the Premier League
title race with a stunning 1-0
upset of Manchester United
on Wednesday as Manches-
ter City romped to a 4-0 win
over West Bromwich Albion.

Just days after United
looked to have assured them-
selves of a 20th league crown
by opening up an eight-point
lead over City, Shaun
Maloney's 50th-minute
winner for Wigan suggested
the title race may yet have
more twists in store.

City's emphatic win over
West Brom at Eastlands reduced United's
lead at the top to five points with five games
remaining, meaning Sir Alex Ferguson's side
have little margin for error in their remaining
fixtures.

United -- who must travel to City on April
30 -- looked sluggish throughout as Wigan
claimed a precious three points that lifted
them out of the relegation zone at the

RESULTS

Manchester City 4 (Aguero 6, 54,
Tevez 61, Silva 64) West Brom 0
Wigan 1 (Maloney 50)
Manchester United 0
Wolves 0 Arsenal 3 (van Persie
9-pen, Walcott 11, Benayoun 69)
QPR 3 (Barton 45, Mackie 55,

expense of Bolton.

United were fortunate not to fall behind
after Wigan appeared to have taken the lead
through Victor Moses midway through the
first half, only for the goal to be ruled out fora
foul on United goalkeeper David de Gea.

But United were not so fortunate on 50
minutes when Wigan took
the lead with a magical strike
from Maloney, curling a
superb shot beyond De Gea
after a clever short corner
routine.

Meanwhile City bounced
back from the disappoint-
ment of Sunday's 1-0 defeat
at Arsenal with a drubbing of
West Bromwich Albion
which included a goal for returning bad-boy
CarlosTevez.

Sergio Aguero opened the scoring for City
after only six minutes, sweeping in past Ben
Foster after evading the attentions of Keith
Andrews.

Aguero then grabbed his second shortly
after half-time, applying the finishing touch
after neat inter-play between David Silva
and Samir Nasri.

Robben red-faced

AFP, Berlin

Bayern Munich's Arjen
Robben has admitted he
was embarrassed by his
crucial penalty miss in his

BUNDES team's 1-0 defeat at Ger-

man league leaders
LIGA Dortmund which looks to

have handed their rivals
the title.

Robben could only watch in horror as his
86th-minute penalty attempt was saved by
Dortmund goalkeeper Roman Weidenfeller
with second-placed Bayern trailing at
Borussia's Signal Iduna Park stadium on
Wednesday.

The defeat leaves Munich six points
behind Dortmund with four games left and
Robben's miss means Dortmund are on
course forasecond consecutive leaguetitle.

"That is very bitter and very disappoint-
ing," said Robben.

"Inthe last three years I have converted 10

or 11 penalties in succession.

"That was the first one I have missed and,
yes, that was really embarrassing."

After Poland striker Robert Lewandowski
gave Dortmund the lead with a 77th-minute
goal, Robben was brought down by
Weidenfeller nine minutes later in the area
and referee Knut Kircher immediately
awarded the penalty.

Robben fired too close to Weidenfeller
who gratefully saved the shot and was imme-
diately mobbed by his team-mates.

The Munich star then fired over the bar
with the goal at his mercy just before the final
whistle as Bayern desperately chased the
equalising goal.

After the final whistle, Bayern coach Jupp
Heynckes refused to point the finger of
blame at Robben.

"Normally, he is a very reliable penalty
taker," said Heynckes.

"He has played well in the last few weeks
and I don't blame him, he was the most
annoyed by his miss."
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Real hero

AFP, Madrid
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A Cristiano Ronaldo hattrick fired Real
Madrid to a 4-1 derby win at Atletico
Madrid onWednesday to restore their four-
point cushion on Barcelona at the top of the
.’ Primera Liga.

Ronaldo opened after 25 minutes with
LFP Gustavo Falcao getting the equaliser for

Atletico after 55 minutes before the Portu-
guese star wrapped up his hat-trick to make
it40league goals for the season, one more than Lionel Messi.

Jose Callejon got the other goal for La Liga leaders.

Barcelona had moved to within a point of Real on Tues-
day after a 4-0 win over Getafe, with six games now left
including a meeting between the top two on April 21.

The game started off at a fast pace with both teams keen
to attack from the off and it was Atletico, looking for their first
derbywinsince 1999, who enjoyed the better early chances.

Brazilian playmaker Diego supplied Falcao whose shot
was parried away by lker Casillas in the Real goal on nine
minutes and ten minutes
later the Colombian was
millimetres from connecting
at close range to a Gabi
Fernandez free-kick.

Real were struggling to
make any impact when in the
25th minute Ronaldo
stepped up to hita free-kick
from around 30 yards.

Thibaut Courtois in
the Atletico goal did
not react at all to the {
bending, dipping
shot and could /
only watch as it nestled to his left in the corner of |
his net. ™

Karim Benzema then narrowly headed
wide a Angel Di Maria cross on 32 minutes
but it was Real Madrid who went into the /
half-time break the stronger team. - g

Within ten minutes of the restart how-
ever Atletico were level when Falcao
evaded Sergio Ramos and Fabio
Coentrao to powerfully head
home an Adrian cross.

Ronaldo put Real backin
control on 68 minutes with
another swerving shot, this time from the
lefthand corner of the area, that again left Courtois helpless.

As the home team pushed forward the gaps appeared and
Gonzalo Higuain won a penalty that Ronaldo converted before
Callejon added the fourth with three minutes remaining.

RESULTS

Grenade 2 (Romero 2, Geijo 73)
Athletic Bilbao 2
(Llorente 81, Susaeta 88)
Valencia 4 (Jonas 41, 77-pen, Jordi
Alba 70, Pablo Hernandez 88) Rayo
Vallecano 1 (Diego Costa 72)
Sporting Gijon 3 (Trejo 22,
Lora 74, Sangoy 84) Levante 2
(Valdo 16, Kone 63)
Atletico Madrid 1 (Falcao 55) Real
Madrid 4 (Cristiano Ronaldo 25, 68,
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Real Madrid superstar Cristiano Ronaldo points to his
right leg after scoring against Atletico Madrid during
their Primera Liga encounter at the Vicente Calderon
Stadium on Wednesday.

HEARTY GREETINGS TO HONORED CITY DWELLERS.
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