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Sri Lanka's Kumar Sangakkara has been
chosen as both one of the Five Cricket-
ers of the Year and the Leading Cricketer
in the World for 2011 in the 2012 edition
of Wisden Cricketers' Almanack, it was

announcedWednesday.
The 34-year-old Sangakkara, one of

the outstanding batsmen of his genera-
tion and for much of his career a top-
class wicketkeeper as well, became the
first man to receive both awards since
Wisden, 'cricket's bible', started naming

aleading cricketer of the yearin 2004.
In 2011, no-one else came close to

the 2,267 runs Sangakkara scored in all
international cricket, and he is now the
only man to have topped 1,000 runs in
Tests and one-day internationals in a

single year on three separate occasions.

The left-hander also captained Sri
Lanka to the World Cup final, where
they were beaten by co-hosts India in
Mumbai.

Off the field, he also received
worldwide praise for giving a deeply
heartfelt MCC Cowdrey Lecture at
Lord's which caused shockwaves in
his homeland when he called for the
end of political interference in Sri
Lankan cricket.

Sangakkara's career Test record of
over 9,000 runs in 108 matches with 28
hundreds at an average of nearly 55
stands comparison with all but a hand-
ful of cricket's greatest batsmen.

Wisden, published every year since
1864, is widely regarded as cricket's
leading reference work.

The Five Cricketers of the Year, cho-
sen solely by the editor of Wisden -- the
2012 edition is English cricket journal-

Kumar's Wisden double

ist Lawrence Booth's first as editor -- is

an award that dates back to 1889.
Among the other four recipients

for their performances in 2011 were
the England Test duo of run-hungry
opener Alastair Cook, who made
294 against India at Edgbaston, and
pace bowling all-rounder Tim
Bresnan, yet to be on the losing side
in a Test match.

Lancashire captain Glen Chapple
was also honoured after leading the
Old Trafford-based club to their first
outright County Championship title in
77 years, as was fellow seamer Alan
Richardson, who took 73 First Division
wickets to help Worcestershire avoid

relegation.
No one can be chosen as one of the

Cricketers of the Year, based primarily
on a player's influence upon the previ-
ous English season, more than once.
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India's World Cup superstar Yuvraj Singh, who recently recovered from a cancer-

ous tumour, addresses a press conference in Gurgaon yesterday.
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Broad out for
three weeks

AFP, London

England bowler Stuart Broad
has been ruled out of all
cricket for three weeks as he
attempts to recover from a
calf strain, the England and
Wales Cricket Board
announced on Tuesday.
Broad missed England's
second Test victory over Sri
Lanka in Colombo last week
and had been due to take part
in the Indian Premier League
for Kings XI Punjab before
flying home from the tour.
"Stuart Broad has been
ruled out of all cricket for
three further weeks, includ-
ing the current Indian Pre-
mier League, in order to
continue his rehabilitation
from a right calf strain sus-
tained during England's
recent tour of Sri Lanka," an

Booth urges India to
put record straight
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AFP, London

Cricket officials in India have been urged by
the new editor of Wisden Cricketers'
Almanack to abandon the "self interest of
the few" and concentrate instead upon

improving their team's Test results.
India is cricket financial's powerhouse,

with the passionate following for the sport in
the world's second most populous nation
making its broadcast and commercial rights

the most valuable in the game.
As a result, India is able to attract leading

players from around the world to the lucra-
tive but domestic Twenty20 Indian Premier

League (IPL) tournament.
However, five-day Test cricket is still

regarded by officials and players as the ulti-
mate form of the sport yet in 2011 India were
whitewashed in a series in England before, in

early 2012, suffering a similar fate in Australia.
But 2011 also saw India lift the one-day

World Cup for the first time in 28 years after
they triumphed on home soil to beat Sri

Lanka in a final in Mumbai.

In the 2012 Wisden, new editor Lawrence
Booth -- an English cricket journalist --
writes: "India have ended up with a special

gift: the clout to shape an entire sport.
"Some national boards would struggle to

survive without an Indian visit.
"But too often their game appears driven

by the self-interest of the few -- officials
unable to admit that injuries collected in or
aggravated by the IPL damaged their side's
chances in England; capable of suggesting
disregard for the innings defeat at Sydney in

January 2012 by responding with the breath-
less news of the schedule for IPL 5; and
happy to whitewash the whitewashes with

constant reference to the World Cup.”
Booth added the rest of cricket's leading

nations were not paragons of virtue either
but that the Board of Control for Cricket in

India (BCCI) were in a unique position.
"Other countries run the game along self-

serving lines too; cricket's boardrooms are
not awash with altruism. But none wields
the BCCI's power, nor shares their responsi-
bility.

"The disintegration of India's feted bat-
ting line-up has coincided with the rise of a
Twenty20-based nationalism, the growth of
private marketeers and high-level conflicts
of interest. It is a perfect storm. And the
global game sits unsteadily in the eye. India,

your sport needs you."
Booth, turning his fire on officials else-

where in the world, also said any Test series
not involving Bangladesh and Zimbabwe,
the five-day game's two weakest nations,
must be for aminimum of three matches.

"At international level the administra-
tors' insistence on Test cricket's primacy has
been stated so often asto have lost any mean-

ing," he wrote.
"The proof of the pudding came in a

canape -- the two-Test series in November
between South Africa and Australia, when a
pair of classics left the players craving a

decider."
Once a review primarily of English cricket

alone Wisden, published annually and con-
tinuously since 1864, is now widely regarded
as world cricket's leading reference work
and known as the sport's 'bible’.

PHOTO: AFP
Australia bowler Ben Hilfenhaus (R) is congratulated by teammates after dismissing

West Indies batsman Carlton Baugh, his fourth wicket of the second innings, during
the final day of the first Test at the Kensington Oval in Bridgetown yesterday.

Australia need 192
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It's tough. It's tough on you

mentally, it's tough on you
physically. That three hour
session this morning was
tough on the guys but they
hungin."”

However: Gibson still
believed his side could win.

"We believe if we get 200
on the board it'll be a very
interesting run chase tomor-
row (Wednesday)"

It was a remarkable turn-
around in fortunes as the
Australians had at one point
been 199 runs behind with
only three first innings wick-

etsremaining.

The West Indies had
looked like wrapping things
up quickly when they took
two early wickets in the
morning session especially
as one was the redoubtable
veteran Mike Hussey.

However, Harris steadied
the ship and played posi-
tively from the start of his

innings as he and Matthew
Wade added 35 runs for the

eighth wicket.
Wade fell for 28 in his

first Test innings when he
took a wild drive at a wide

Fidel Edwards ball that
Darren Bravo took easily at
second slip.
SCOREBOARD

WEST INDIES: First innings 449 for 9
declared (Chanderpaul 103 not out, K
Edwards 61; Warner 2-45, Harris 2-83)
AUSTRALIA: Firstinnings

Cowan cBaugh b Sammy 14
Warner ¢ Bravob Sammy 42
Watson c Baughb Roach 39
Ponting run out L
Clarke c Deonarine b Bishoo 73
Hussey c Baugh bRoach 48
Wade ¢ Bravo b F Edwards 28
Siddle c K Edwards b F Edwards 0
Harris not out 68
Hilfenhaus b Roach 24
Lyon not out 40
Extras: (Ib-13, w-5,nb-5) 26

Total; (For9wktsdeclin 145 overs) 406

Fall of wickets: 1-50, 2-65, 3-83, 4-133, 5-
215,6-249,7-250,8-285,9-329.

Bowler 0 M R W
FEdwards 31 4 92
Roach 29 8 72
Bishoo 45 10 125
Sammy 21 6 65
Deonarine 19 5 36
WEST INDIES: Second innings (overnight
11for5)

Barathb Hilfenhaus 2
Brathwaite cWade b Hilfenhaus 0
Edwards [bw b Hilfenhaus ]
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Bravo cWade bSiddle 32
Chanderpaul cWadeb Harris 12
Deonarine Ibwb Harris 21
Baugh cHarris b Hilfenhaus 23
SammybWatson 14
Roach b Harris 25
Edwards cWatson b Siddle 3
Bishoo not out 7
Extras: (b-4,Ib-3, nb-1) 8

Total: (All outin 66.4 overs) 148
Fall of wickets: 1-2, 2-3, 3-4. 4-17, 5-67, 6-
75,7-106,8-116,9-125, 10-148.

Bowler 0 M R W
Hilfenhaus 17 i 3 4
Watson 12 1T 30 1

Rudisha eyes
Olympic gold

AFP, Paris

Kenyan track star David
Rudisha is aiming to add
Olympic gold to his world
800m title from Daegu, with
three Diamond League
outings likely before the
London Games, starting in
Doha next month.

"I feel good and my prep-
arations are going well," said
the 23-year-old, who twice
lowered the world record in
the two-lap event for a best
of Imin41.01secin2010.

Rudisha is also seeking to
bag a third consecutive Dia-
mond Trophy after starring
on the Diamond League
circuit over the last two sea-
sons, and says competing at
such a high level of competi-
tion was essential for him
ahead of the Olympics.

"It is a great thing to win
the Diamond League since it
shows your persistence to
compete throughout a sea-
son,” he said in an IAAF con-

ference call onWednesday.
"Racing in the Diamond

League is part of my prepa-
rations this year, just like
in the other years; racing
in the Diamond League
was part of my prepara-
tions for breaking the
world record (in 2010) and
for the World Champion-

ships last year."
Rudisha suffered the

heartbreak of not making
the 2008 Beijing Olympics
after picking up an injury
and acknowledged that he
still had to negotiate the
notoriously tough Kenyan
Olympic trials to get a ticket

to London.
"This will be my first

Olympics although of course
[ still have to get through the

Kenyan trials.
"I have always been hav-

ing that dream that I can go
to the Olympics and I have
the dream of hearing the
Kenyan national anthem as I

stand on the podium.
"It would be a great feel-

ing because winning at the
Olympics is no small
achievement. It's what I

have always wished for."
Turning his sights to

potential rivals this season,
Rudisha admitted that
"there will be a lot of good
ouys, many Kenyans".

"I also know (Sudan's)
Abubaker Kaki will be there
butIdon't knowif he will run
the 800m or 1500m. How-
ever, I don't think about one
particular person or
another. [ train to be ready to
handle any situation.”
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Club while the name of the
referees’ association was
also not sent in proper way.
The hearing regarding the
allegations will take place
today.

Past inspires

FROM PAGE 16
includes five major champi-

ons. Siddikur will be up
against the likes of Louis
Qosthuizen of South Africa,
Charl Schwartzel and Martin
Kaymer of Germany, defend-
ing champion Matteo

Manassero of Italy, current
Asian Order of Merit leader

Jbe Kruger of South Africa
and a host of Asian stars.

Yuvi will need time

VY Cricket

AFP, New Delhi

India's World Cup hero Yuvraj Singh on
Wednesday vowed to return to cricket after
recovering from a cancerous tumour, but was
unable to set a timeline for his comeback.

"Twant to see the Team India logo on my cap
again,” Yuvraj, 30, told a media conference
after his return from the United States where he
underwent chemotherapy treatment for a rare
germ-cell tumour between his lungs.

"Itwill be a big achievement if I can play for
India again. But it won't be easy and will take
time. I can'tsaywhen I'will return to the field.

"At this stage, it is more important for me
to focus on my priority, and that is to get fit
and stay healthy. But I am positive that I will
play cricket again.”

Yuvraj, a left-handed all-rounder who
was named the man-of-the-tournament
after India's World Cup triumph in April last
year, said he found it tough to watch cricket
onTVduring his treatment.

"I tried not to watch,” he said. "It was so frus-
trating to sit before the TV and watch India play.
I[twas painful to see thatIwas noton the field.

"But my family and friends helped me
overcome what has been most difficult
period of my life. It was so hard to believe
that I had cancer, that an athlete like me
could have cancer.

sometimes. But I thought it will go away. It
really hit me hard when I was told that I was
suffering from cancer."

Thousands of well-wishers, politicians,
teammates and other sports personalities,
including US cycling great Lance Armstrong,
had sent messages of support to Yuvraj dur-
ing his treatment.

"People like Armstrong are such an inspi-
ration," Yuvraj said of the cyclist who over-
came testicular cancer to win the Tour de
France seven times.

Delhi-based oncologist Nitesh Rohatgi,
who was part of the medical team treating
Yuvraj, said the chemotherapy treatment
had been successful and there was onlya "3-
4 per cent” chance ofarelapse.

"I can confirm the response from the che-
motherapy has been very good,"” Rohatgi said
at the same media conference. "He should be
able to dolight training in a few weeks.

"Alotwill depend on his physical and mental
strengthifheisto make aserious comeback."

Yuvraj, known for his hard and clean
hitting and tidy spin bowling, scored 362
runs and bagged 15 wickets in nine World
Cup matches to play a key role in India's
triumph at the event.

The all-rounder has not played competi-

tive cricket since taking part in two home

Tests against the West Indies in November.
Yuvraj has scored 8,051 runs in 274 one-

dayers and 1,775 in 37 Tests since making his

ECB statement said.

"Broad will be assessed
regularly over the coming
weeks with a view to returning
to cricket with Notting-
hamshireinearlyMay."

FED CuP
Kvitova to

lead Czechs
in semis

AFP, Prague

Reigning Wimbledon cham-
pion and world number
three Petra Kvitova will lead
holders Czech Republic in
the Fed Cup semifinal tie
against Italy in Ostrava on
April 21-22, the Czech team
said Wednesday.

Team captain Petr Pala also
called up 23-ranked Lucie
Safarova, and doubles spe-
cialists Andrea Hlavackova
and Lucie Hradecka, num-
bers eight and 10 in the WTA

doubles rankings.
The in-form Safarova

made it to the finals at
Charleston last weekend.
Hlavackova and Hradecka
have won two WTA tourna-
ments this year after clinch-
ing the Roland Garros tro-

"I felt breathless and even spat blood

international debutin 2000.

phyin2011.

Fewer draws are result of
good pitches: Atkinson

REUTERS, Dubai

A recent reduction in Test draws is due
to wickets around the world offering a
better balance between bat and ball,
International Cricket Council (ICC)
pitches consultant Andy Atkinson said
onTuesday.

The ICC, the game's governing body,
said in a news release on Tuesday the
number of draws in the five-day game
had dropped from 38 per cent in 2010
to 10 per cent last year.

"In Tests we are looking for a pitch
that is fair to bat and ball and in the last

18 months or so we have got more of
that and a lot more positive Test

results,” Atkinson told Reuters.
He was speaking ahead of a two-day

workshop in Dubai starting on Wednes-
day involving groundsmen from each of
the 10 Test-playing countries plus three

fromsecond-tier nations.
Atkinson has prepared surfaces all

over the world and will be a central
figure in the discussions at the ICC's

offices.
"What we are trying to do is rein-

force the message that you need to
prepare a different pitch for a five-day
Test than you would for a one-day

game," he said.
"The balance you are looking to

achieve between bat and ball for a five-
day game is about 50-50 but, although
bowlers might disagree, for a 50-over or
20-over-a-side match it needs to be in
favour of the batsmen as people want
to see fours and sixes."

The future of Tests has provoked
significant debate in the face of the rise
of the popular Twenty20 format and
ICC chief executive Haroon Lorgat said
fewer draws was a positive sign for the
longest form of the game.

"Curators and groundsmen around
the world deserve credit for preparing
outstanding pitches which have pro-
duced thrilling Test match cricket in
recent times,” he said in the news
release.
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