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(From Ieft} BHP actmg secretary general Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir, BHP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia, journalist Shafik Rehman and Group 2009 President
Sayeeful Islam at the launching of seven books at Jatiya Press Club in the capital

yesterday.

Books on Zia, Khaleda
launched

STAFEF CORRESPONDENT

Eleven days after "an intelligence agency instructed”
cancelling their booking of a second venue, Group-
2009, a pro-BNP research organisation, launched seven
books on late president Ziaur Rahman and BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia at Jatiya Press Club yesterday.

Khaleda unveiled the covers of the books, penned
and edited by journalist Shafik Rehman, but did not
address the programme.

The launching was supposed to be held at Ruposhi
Bangla Hotel on March 27.

The organisers alleged that they had first booked the
Pan Pacific Sonargaon ballroom on February 27 to hold
the launching on March 27. But the hotel authority
cancelled the reservation on March 18, stating that the
prime minister's office wanted the ballroom for the
same day.

BNP acting secretary general Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir said the launching became a "protest rally”
against the government's attempts to suppress “free-
dom of speech” and “freedom of opinion”.

Shafik Rehman, organiser of Group 2009, said he was
compelled to write the books as there were “continuous
distortions of the country's history regarding procla-
mation of independence and the liberation move-
ment.”

At one stage of his speech, Shafik requested Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina to go to India or the US as she
had along experience ofliving in those destinations.

“The prime minister advised Khaleda Zia to go to
Pakistan. Why should Khaleda Zia go to Pakistan? She
(Khaleda) already stated that Bangladesh is her only
address,” he said.

Last month, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina asked
Khaleda to leave for Pakistan after alleging that she
received money from Pakistan's Inter-Services
Intelligence before the 1991 election.

The books are Statesman Ziaur Rahman, Democratic
Leader Khaleda Zia, "Rastranayak Ziaur Rahman’,
“Sangrami Netri Khaleda Zia", "Chittagong Polo Ground
Lunthan’, “Nerikukurer Kanda” and “Nerikukurer Kirti".

BNP standing committee member Tariqul Islam and
political scientist Prof Talukder Maniruzzaman spoke at
the programme with Group 2009 President Sayeeful
Islam in the chair.
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Lawyer stabbed
in capital

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Unidentified miscreants stabbed a lawyer of Dhaka

judge’s court at Nilkhet Baku Shah Market in the capital

yesterday.
The injured was Advocate Muraduzzaman, 28, son of

Advocate Afazuddin, a resident of Dhanmondi.
Muraduzzaman went to a computer shop in the market

to get his BCS form filled up around 2:30pm when four to

five youths, carrying lethal weapons, came to the shop and

stabbed him, said his cousin Jashedul Islam.
Locals rescued him and admitted him to Dhaka

Medical College Hospital (DMCH).
DMCH sources said Muraduzzaman sustained four

stab injuries.
New Market police said they were trying to identify the

reason and those responsible for the attack.

SC reopens
today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court (SC) will
reopen today after a two-week
summer vacation.

The Appellate and High
Court Divisions of the SCwent
onvacation on March 25.

During the vacation, two

benches of Appellate Division
and some benches of the

High Court Division heard
some urgent matters.

[shtiaq passes
away

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Ishtiaq Ahmed, former
Bangla Service chief of
Voice of America (VOA),
passed away on April 1 at
the age of 79.

He left behind his wife,
two sons, two daughters,
brothers, sisters, a host of
relatives, friends and admir-
ers to mourn his death.

He was laid to rest at the
Sterling Cemetery in Virginia
the next day following a
namaz-e-janaza at the
ASAMS Center. His family
members, colleagues, friends
and well-wishers attended
the programme to pray for
the salvation of the departed
soul, said a pressrelease.
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MIKROTIK TRAINING IN BANGLADESH
MTCNA AND MTCRE (ENGLISH)
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ROUTING THE WORLD

dA Tomato Limited
Motaleb Tower (2nd Floor), Suite # A, 8/2 Paribag, Hatirpool, Dhaka 1000
Contact: +880.1615.866286, +880.1613,866280
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4 Bedroom Apartments
at Dhanmondi

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CALL US

01714 039847, 01714 039843, 01711 594855, 01713 048556
01714 040457, 01714 039844, 01714 016887, 01713 018405

Asset Developments & Holdings Ltd
Corporate HQ Building
91 Gulshan Avenue, Dhaka 1212
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