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Barcelona superstar Lionel Messi shakes off the attention of a host of Milan players during their Champions League quarterfinal at the Camp Nou on Tuesday.

Messi sparks for Barca

Rooney bullish
about City
clash

AFP, London

Wayne Rooney insists Man-
chester United are capable
of clinching the Premier
League title with a victory at
Manchester City later this
month.

"We're certainly good
enough to beat them there,"
Rooney said. "We showed
that when we beat them 3-2
inthe FA Cup in January.

"They have a great home
record in the league but we
managed to get the result
there in the Cup.

"That shows we can go
there and win. We just have
to be ourselves and play our
normal football. We'll take
full confidence into that
game and hopefully we can
get the three points.

"We'll approach it as we
do any normal game. There
are three points up for grabs
and we'll be trying to get
them. We won't be doing
anything different.”

SEE PAGE 17 COL 6

TEN Cricket

Sri Lanka v England
Second Test, Day Three
Live from 10:30am

SET Max
Indian Premier League

KKR v Delhi
Live from 8:30pm

ESPN
Sportscenter India
Sports News
Live at 8:30pm

TEN Sports
UEFA Europa League
Hannaover 96 v Atletico Madrid
Live from 1:00am (Friday)

TEN Action
UEFA Europa League
Bilbao v Schalke 04
Live from 1:00am (Friday)

Bangladesh Premier League
Brothers Union v Soccer Club, Feni
Time: 4:00pm
Venue: Bangabandhu National Stadium

THE GUARDIAN

; Barcelona became
8. the first team to reach

et five consecutive
Champions League
semifinals, poten-
tially setting up
another meeting with Chelsea. A 52nd-
minute goal from Andres Iniesta and
the two earlier penalties that gave Leo
Messi 14 Champions League goals for
the season, equalling Jose Altafini's 50-
year-old European Cup record, took
them to a 3-1 victory over Milan. As a
bonus Barcelona took up their now
familiar slot without suspensions and
without the returning Zlatan
Ibrahimovic scoring against them.
Instead the Swede departed raging
against the referee.

The night ended with songs and
even anole or two. "We had 21 shots; we
made lots of chances and on a different
day the result might have been much
bigger," Pep Guardiola said. But it had
not always felt so comfortable.
Ibrahimovic caused problems and, at
least until Iniesta struck, nerves
invaded Camp Nou. The debate about
the second penalty will run, too.
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According to Massimiliano Allegri, it
had been awarded "too easily” while
Ibrahimovic went further. "Now I
understand why [Jose] Mourinho
behaves the way he does at the Camp
Nou," he told Swedish television. "If Mr
Ibrahimovic says that it's thanks to the
referees, fine," responded Guardiola. "I
have seen them on the television and
they are two penalties. Sometimes they

RESULTS

Bayern Munich (GER) 2 (Olic 13, 37)
Marseille (FRA) 0
Bayern Munich win 4-0 on aggregate

At Barcelona, Spain
Barcelona (ESP) 3 (Messi 11-pen, 41-pen, Iniesta
53) AC Milan (ITA) 1 (Nocerino 32)
Barcelona win 3-1 on aggregate

don't blow those but pulling some-
one's shirt in the area is a penalty. And
it's five semifinals in a row now. You talk
onthe pitch.”

Guardiola said he was proud of that
record but he was reluctant to be drawn
on Barcelona's potential opponents.
"It is too early,”" he said. "Benfica are a
very good side who caused Chelsea
problems in the first leg, so let's wait

and see. Whoever it is, they will be very
difficult opponents.”

For almost an hour Milan, too, were.
The 0-0 first-leg draw left the tie on an
edge, a single goal meaning the greatest
of swings. Barcelona had a dilemma: go
for goals or go for control? Guardiola
had insisted "our objective will be to
create chances". The reason was sim-
ple: Milan, he said, would score. There
was little point in protecting a slender
and vulnerable lead.

Instead Barcelona had to pull Milan
about and create space. Isaac Cuenca
gave width on the left and Dani Alves
on the right, effectively leaving a high
three-man defence. Messi and Cesc
Fabregas were part centre-forwards,
part central midfielders, often creating
a line of four up front: Cuenca,
Fabregas, Messi, Alves. The plan was
familiar: occupy space outside to cre-
ate space inside. It was also risky. Milan
spread three across the middle with
Ibrahimovic, Kevin-Prince Boateng
and Robinho ahead. When they pro-
gressed, there was space.

For Barcelona there were nerves,
even after taking an 11th-minute lead.
Messi blocked Ignazio Abate's pass and

SEE PAGE 17 COL 5

Forgotten Olic sends

Bayern through

REUTERS, Munich

win in the last 14 Champions League home
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with a4-0aggregate victory.

The Croat, a surprise addition in the line-
up ahead of Bundesliga top scorer Mario

Bayern Munich's Ivica Olic
struck twice give his team a
W 2-0 win over Olympique
Marseille on Tuesday and
send them into the Cham-
pions League semifinals

games, are desperate for a final appearance
thatwill be hosted by Munich on May 19.
Bayern coach Jupp Heynckes opted to
leave winger Arjen Robben and Gomez, who
has scored 11 goals in the competition, on
the bench, and start instead with Olic, set to
leave at the end of the season, and Anatoliy

Tymoshchuk.

Marseille, who needed to score atleast three
goals, had two shots on target in the opening

Gomez signs
on till 2016

REUTERS, Munich

Bayern Munich's Mario
Gomez has extended his
contract by three years to
2016 the day after his club
booked a place in the Cham-
pions League semifinals, the
forward said on Wednesday.
The 26-year-old, who was
Bundesliga top scorer last
season and jointly leads this
season's charts with 23
goals, has been in fine form,

SPORT

Spaniards
dominant

AFP, Paris

Three Spanish clubs will seek on Thursday
to reach the Europa League semifinals and
build on the impression that whilst their
y, countryisina financial crisis their football
SEE fortunes are in rude health.

= Athletic Bilbao should progress at home
EUROPA : -
to German side Schalke 04 having won 4-2
LEAGUE ¢

away last week while 2010 winners Atletico
Madrid hold a2-1 lead as they travel to German side Hanover
whileValencia host AZ Alkmaar having lost 2-1 in the firstleg.

Sporting Lisbon will be bidding to make it an all-Iberian
quartet in the semis as they take a 2-1 lead to Ukraine side
Metalist Kharkiv.

The size of the task facing last season's Champions
League semifinalists Schalke is illustrated by the fact that
Athletic Bilbao have only ever
lost 3-0 once in European
competition - to another
Bundesliga side Werder Bre-
menin 2009.

Both sides failed to win at
the weekend, Bilbao losing 2-
0 to Barcelona while Schalke
had to rely on an 80th minute
penalty by Klaas-Jan
Huntelaar to force a 1-1 draw
with Hoffenheim.

The German side will be
looking to the in-form Dutch
star for an early goal on
Thursday and maintain his
rich vein of scoring form that
has seen him net 23 in the Bundesliga this term.

However, Athletic will be encouraged they can also score
several more goals with the visitors probably forced to play
fourth choice goalkeeper Mathias Schober as number one
Timo Hildebrand was injured in the first leg and the other
two goalkeepers are on their way back from injury.

The hosts' leading striker Fernando Llorente has warned
his teammates that they would be foolish to already be
thinking of the semifinals where they will play either Sport-
ing or Metalist.

"We can't get carried away and relax," he told UEFA.com.

"We know they have players who can be very dangerous in
midfield and attack with Raul, Huntelaar and (Jefferson)
Farfan) for example.

"We need to play a very serious match so as not to have
any problems."

FIXTURES

Valencia (ESP) v AZ Alkmaar
(NED)
AZ Alkmaar lead 2-1
Athletic Bilbao (ESP) v Schalke
04 (GER)

Athletic Bilbao lead 4-2
Metalist Kharkiv (UKR) v Sport-
ing Lisbon (POR)
Sporting Lisbon lead 2-1
Hanover (GER) v Atletico
Madrid (ESP)

Atletico Madrid lead 2-1

PHOTO: REUTERS

Gomez, gave the hosts a
flying start when he con-
nected with a Franck Ribery
pass in the 13th minute. He
tapped in his second after a
well-timed pass from David
Alabainthe 37th.

Four-time European cham-
pions Bayern look set to meet
nine-time winners Real
Madrid in a mouth-watering
semifinal later this month,
with the Spanish club hosting
APOEL Nicosia on Wednesday
and holding a 3-0 advantage
from the firstlegin Cyprus.

Bayern, who booked their
spot in the competition's last
four for the second time in
three seasons with their 13th

SPORTS POLL

Were you happy with
Mushfiqur Rahim's
captaincy in Asia Cup?

Yes 82.9%
No 17.1%

TOTAL VOTES: 293

WEEKLY QUESTION

Which Tiger will perform
better in the IPL?

Visit the sports page of
www.thedailystar.net fo cast vote

Follow The Daily Star Sport on

Cwitker

www.twitter.com/dssport

minutes but Bayern got the
early goal they wanted, dash-
ing any French hopes when
former Marseille player Ribery
cut back into the box for Olic to
slotin.

The Germans gradually
got more and more posses-
sion, threatening with a thun-
dering Tymoshchuk drive in
the 27th before Marseille
keeper Steve Mandanda
denied Olic from close range
seconds later.

Olic, who has been
sidelined by Gomez with the
Germany international scor-
ing 23 times in the league this
season, got his second of the
evening, timing his run to
connectwith Alaba's lowcross.

also netting 11 times in the
Champions League.

"I have always said
Bayern are a great club, I feel
well here and I see the best
sporting prospects,” Gomez
said in a statement.

Bayern, chasing a treble
of domestic and European
trophies, beat Olympique
Marseille 2-0 in their Cham-
pions League quarterfinal
second leg on Tuesday to
win4-0onaggregate.

Gomez became the most
expensive transfer in
Bundesliga history when he
joined Bayern in 2009 for what
is still a record sum of 35 mil-
lion euros ($46.69 million).
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Do you want to be a Pilot or Cabin Crew?

TAC Aviation, designed to train Pilots & Cabin Crews, a newly incorporated Aviation
Training Academy ventures in to the world of Aviation industry, now ready to train
first batch of Pilots & Cabin Crews.

TAC aviation & United Airways (BD) Ltd jointly have drawn inspiration from the rising
prospect of domestic and international air travel markets, and aims to play a
significant role in providing world-class training for Pilots & Cabin Crew, where our
trained Pilots & Cabin Crew will have the opportunity to have jobs with our own
Airline as well as other airlines.

We detailed the mest commaen minimum requarements.

{2} PILOT REQUIREMENTS

1) Private Pilot’s License (PPL):

» Minimum age: 16 Years

« Education: Minimum SSC or equivalent
» Medical Fitness: Minimum Class II

2) Commercial Pilot’s License (CPL):
« Private Pilot License (PPL)

« Minimum 17 years of age

» Education: Minimum HSC/ ‘A’ Level equivalent, with Physics & Mathematics
» Medical Fitness as per CAAB rules.

« Proficient in English Language.

+ Minimum age: 18 years (For issue of Licence)

» Completed 375 hours Ground Class.

Course Session: Ground Course will start from May-June 2012.

Apply now, Last date for submission of admission form is 30th April 2012

Subsequent sessions will be conducted twice in a year:
1st January and 1st July every year

{-} CABIN CREW REQUIREMENTS
* Age: 18 - 25 Years

¢ Minimum A level / HSC

* Height: 54"

« Weight: In proportion to height
« Ability to swim

* Good eyesight (6/6)

» Well Groomed

« Friendly personality

L RIS skt

AR piscount Tk. 3,000

€ only for 3 days
of Travel Mart 2012

Last date for submission of admission form is 30th April 2012 (Females Only)
First batch Class starts on 3rd June 2012. (Only 25 Student per Class)

For Admission forms and information, please contact at the
following locations:

Dhaka Office: Uttara Tower (5th Floor), 1 Jasimuddin Avenue, Sector: 3, Uttara
Model Town, Dhaka-1230, Bangladesh. Tel: +88-02-8932338, 8931712, 8956125,
8933260, 8950760

Sylhet Office: Torongo-10, Lechubagan, Mozumdari, Sylhet, Bangladesh. Tel:
+880-821-2830596, 2830597, +8801713486654

Chittagong Office: Golden Plaza (4th Floor), 1692 CDA Avenue, East Nasirabad,
Chittagong, Bangladesh. Tel: + 880-31-2552435, Cell: + 8801713486663

Pilot Info: 01755606107 & Cabin Crew Info: 01755606108

Admission information and Applications are available at United Airways
Sta'll,_ Dhaka Travel Mart, Pan Pacific Sonargoan Hotel on April 6-8, 2012.

www.tac-aviation.com

www.uabdl.com




