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Musical Soiree

Organiser: Utsho Bangladesh
Singers: Subir Nandi & Quazi
Krishnakali lslam

Venue: Bangladesh National
Museum, Shahbagh

Date: April 6

promoting Bengali cultural heritage.
Using photographs, oral histories and archival
materials newly acquired by Shahera Begum for the
council's collections, “The Bengali East End” traces
the history of Bengali people in Tower Hamlets,
exploring their experiences here since the seven-
teenth century.

Bangladesh's War of Independence.

The exhibition runs till May 3, 2012.

A booklet was produced to accompany the launch,
featuring more than 30 inspirational stories from the
East End. Featured profiles include author Kia
Abdullah, radical social pioneer Caroline Adams and
early community leader Ayub Ali Master.
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After a hiatus of two years, artist Mohammad Igbal Otithi

Chaitro Sankranti Boi

Date: March 31-April 12 S
Time: 10am-8pm

is holding a solo painting exhibition. The exhibi-

last solo exhibition was held at Gallery Chitrak in
2010.

Professor Dr. Borhanuddin Khan Jahangir will
inaugurate the exhibition as chief guest. Shiro

: e tion, titled "Peace in the Times of Disquiet”, will BANGLAVISION
N pHJ-Sht?h ~. open at Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts in Dhanmondi, at 09:05pm
e Dhaka on April 6, and will continue till April 17. His Lol %
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Tagore Dance Drama

Title: Chitrangada
Organiser: High Commission of

by Sucharit Das Khokan, the play focuses on wed-
dings.

Ajitesh Bandopadhyay translated the play. The play
also focuses on the greed of the bridegroom's family for

dowry.

Sen.

Sucharit Das Khokan designed the set, light and
costumes. Paheli Das directed the music.

On the occasion, a cultural programme was also held
at the open stage of TIC premises.

Dr. Mahbub Sadik; poet Faruk Mahmud; Haider Akbar
Khan Rono (politician); journalist Mahfuzullah, among
others, attended the opening day of the fair.

On the occasion, Adorn Publication organised a
discussion at the main Seminar Room of Central Public

Some voluminous publications also enhance the

Chattopadhyay, Bibhuti Bhushan Bandapadhya, Kazi
Nazrul Islam, Buddho Dev Bose, Satinath Bhaduri and
others. Dr. Anisuzzaman has edited the works. Profes-
sor Zillur Rahman Siddiqui's "Bangla Literature and
Other Essays”; Selina Hossain's “Life is Beautiful”,

(now Faculty of Fine Arts), University of Dhaka in
1989. He obtained Ph.D. in oil painting from Tokyo
University of the Arts. He is now an Assistant Pro-

International Triennial Competition of Painting
(Osaka), Young Artists Award, Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy Award and more.
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Actor Ashton Kutcher is to play Steve Jobs in a
biopic about the late Apple co-founder, accord-
ing to Variety.

Jobs, the former chief executive of and driving
force behind the US technology giant, died last
October aged 56.

Production on Jobs, the film, will begin in May
and follow his progression from "wayward hip-
pie” to "revered creative entrepreneur’.

Joshua Michael Stern, best known for his 2008 film
Swing Vote, will direct from a script by Matt Whiteley:

ment include "Har Kipta", "Pathorer Kanna", "Taal
Bahana", "Putro Shok", "Aaj Kichhu Hote Cholechhe",
"Kobiraj Golap Shah". I also recently completed work
on several one-hour-dramas. Looking at the bulk
amount of my work, many may assume that acting
takes up all my time. But it is nothing like that. I never
shoot for more than seven days a month.

TDS: Is there any specific reason behind the limited
amount of working days?

Shahnaj: Two reasons: my sons Shoummo and
Dibbo. I try to give them adequate time and attention.
My husband Brindabon Das is busy with writing plays

in Bangladesh, was one of the key
members of the first Ibsen Award
Committee. The committee was
formed by the Norwegian govern-
ment in 2007,

Nilu, along with @yvind
Gulliksen, will continue as commit-
tee member until September 2012.

For the next four years the judg-
ing panel will consist of Per Boye-

the committee. At present he is
serving as a researcher and guest
professor at the Centre for Ibsen
Studies, University of Oslo. He is
also one of the permanent mem-
bers of Norwegian Theatre
Directors' Association.

This year German director
Heiner Goebbels has won the
International Ibsen Award.

of the International Ibsen Award,
which is funded by the Norwegian
government. The award recognises
individuals or institutions that add
“a new artistic dimension to the
world of drama or theatre”.

Previous winners include direc-
tors Peter Brook (2008) and Ariane
Mnouchkine (2009), and playwright
Jon Fosse (2010).
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TDS: Tell us about your career in theatre.

Shahnaj: [ come from Pabna. When [ used to live
there, [ was involved with a group called Mukto Natok.
After coming to the capital, | joined Aranyak Natya Dal
and stayed with them till 1997. Since 1998, I've been
with Prachyanat. Although I'm a founder member of
the group, now I'm not that regular as before.

TDS: Which productions have you worked on with
Aranyak and Prachyanat?

Shahnaj: With Prachyanat, I performed in "Dui
Boloder Golpo", "Kaadte Mana", "Dorir Khela" and "Cir-

Shuri", "Kedara", "Warrant”, "Dholer Baddi", "Potro
Mitali”.

TDS: You are the favourite artiste of many. But who
are your favourite artistes?

Shahnaj: Joya Ahsan, Mosharraf Karim, Chanchal
Chowdhury and Anisur Rahman Milon. [ consider them
as remarkable actors.

TDS: Do you want to become a regular on the stage
again?

Shahnaj: Every night I plan on returning to the stage.
The immediate gratification one gets on stage is not
possible when working in TV plays.

Kamaluddin Nilu {t:antrﬁ along with other jury members.
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Upcoming Events: Sampa
Festival, Chittagong and Science, Music and Dance Festival

The festival will be till 10 April, 2012. Check The Daily Star regularly for updates,
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