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A total of 77 photographs, an artwork depicting the
lifestyle of the people of Chittagong in the pre-historic
period, a model of a Mughal tomb and a painting on
Karnaphuli battle of 1666 between Mughals and
Arakans are on display. 02:05

(Of the photographs on display, 18 are of various
types of copper plates, vases and coins of Harikela s ; s J _
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2 s : 2o periods; 20 are of tombs and mosques, among other 0700 Shai-er Mava 00 Todar's Adda.
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the exhibition with his father, He was excited to learn entrance into the 'shaan’ of Hammadyar Masjid, re- 0730 Hello Dhaka 1200 Hutum Pecha
about the historical background of different architec-

sections of the event "Chirayato Chattagram
Prodarshani,” (Eternal Chittagong Exhibition) organ-
ised by The Daily Star as part of its "Odommo
Chattagram" (Indomitable Chittagong) festival.

The exhibition showcases the historical significance
of Chittagong during five periods -- pre-historic period,
Harikela of the Pre-Medieval period, Chatigram-
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Solo Art Exhibition

Artist: Ratan Majumder
Venue: Galleri Kaya, H-20,
R-16, Uttara

Date: April 7-17 : ; cently renovated interiors of the Fakirer Masjid and
Time: 11am-7:30pm tural structures of Chittagong constructed during the Buddha postures of Abhaya Mudra ; 25 of mosques,
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Chaitro Sankranti Boi edge about the glorious past of Chittagong. ’

Tomb and Ruins at Rangmahal Hill and 14 are of differ-
ent structures of the colonial period including the Cen-
tral Railway Building, Mirzar Dighi, Chittagong Court
Building, Darul Adalat, Chittagong General Hospital
and the factory and warehouse.

There is also a map on the communication system of

Utshab Cast: Momo, Tahsin

Organiser: Adom Publication _h .

Venue: Public Library Premises

Date: March 31-April 12 %
Time: 10am-8pm |8

“We did not know that the name of Andarkilla hill is
'Rangmahal Pahar' and the name of the hill 'Fairy's Hill'
where Chittagong court building is located,” she said.

Dr. Shamsul Hossain, the planner and designer of the
event, pointed out the significance of the historical
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In a bid to bring back the glorious past of
Chittagong, a 12 day-long The Daily Star
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festival at the open space of the academy.

On Friday, Udichi Central Committee presi-
dent, Golam Mohammad handed over crests
and certificates among the winners. Among
others, Kalyan Sen, director of Kolkata Choir;
Professor Badiur Rahman and Habibul Alam,
respectively vice president and general secre-
tary of Udichi were present at the ceremony:.

Kolkata Choir performed at the festival. A

cultural programme followed.

(From top) With the appearance of LRB on stage, the crowd screamed in
ecstasy. Renaissance makes audience sway with popular numbers. Arnob
performs his hit songs.

PHOTO: ANURUP KANTI DAS

The rock and roll evening came next. Popular
band Renaissance kicked of the concert with the
song "Hey Bangladesh”. Renaissance front-man
Naquib Khan rendered a song in local
Chittagong dialect. The members of the band
made the audience sway with their popular
numbers “Hridoy Kada Matir Kono Murti Noy ",
"0 Nadi Rey Tui Jaas Kotha Rey” and “Bhalo

“Aale hu disham le Swadinakada” staged

QUAMRUL ISLAM RUBAIYAT, Thakurgaon

A play titled "Aale hu disham le
Swadinakada” focusing on the signifi-
cant role of indigenous people espe-
cially the Santal community from
greater Dinajpur district in the
Liberation War of 1971, was staged at
the district's central Shaheed Minar on

Wednesday night.

A group of students of Thakurgaon
Government College performed the
play, written and directed by Dr. Tito
Redwan, a folklore researcher.

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
organised the programme, based on
Liberation War of Thakurgaon district.

Thakurgaon District Shilpaka
Academy implemented the programme
in tandem with Thakurgaon
Government College.

The play based on a true story, reveals how

the indigenous community of village Paria
under Pirgonj Upazila in Thakurgaon joined
the battle in 1971, inspiring other members of
their community, while ignoring the threats
of their landlord, who was a collaborator of
the Pakistani occupation forces. However,
despite their participation in the Liberation
War like other Bengalis, they are yet to be
given their constitutional rights.

The play also showcases the untold
sufferings of ethnic people who are
subjected to the cruelty of the family
members of the landlord, even 40 years
of independence. The powerful ele-
ments even evict the ethnic people from
their ancestral land.

Prior to the play Dr. Tito Redwan
gave a brief summary of the play to the
audience, while principal of
Thakurgaon Government College Dr.
Golam Kibria Mondol was present as
chief guest.

Tito said the name of the play in

-thnic people and the Liberation War

Santal language 'Aale hu disham le
Swadinakada' means "We also freed
our country'. (Amrao desh swadhin
korechi ).

The cast included Zobaidul Rahman,
Morium Akhter, Arafat Hossain, Bannya
Rani Datta, Shamima Akhter, Santona
Bonik, Khadija Mitu, Mamun or Rashid,
Sohel Akash, Anisur Rahman, Al Amin,
MNurshat Jahan, Sabika Islam, Hosna
Jahan, Ansarul Haque, Farukh Hossain
and Rabiul Alam.

Credit for stage management and
lighting goes to Partho Sarothi Das and
Nur-e Alam and costume and make-up
Morium Akhter.

Hundreds of people including the
children enjoyed the drama.

After the play, freedom fighter Habel
Hemrom, the main character of the play
who organised his community to join
the freedom movement, was intro-
duced to the audience.

Lagey Jyostna Raat-e". The band also performed

Tagore number followed. Later Arnob made the
audience sing the popular number “Shey Je
Boshey Achhey”. He also performed two other
folk numbers "Amar Har Kala Korli Rey” and
“Nao Chhariya Dey” at the opening concert.
With the appearance of LRB front-man Ayub
Bachchu on stage, the crowd screamed in ec-
stasy. Bachchu was in his element that night. He
entertained the audience in his native

“Contemporary Masters of Bangladesh:

Book launch at Bengal Gallery

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

Bengal Foundation and Skira Editore
(of Milan, Italy) launched their first
book in the series 'Contemporary
Masters of Bangladesh ------
“Contemporary Masters of Bangla-
desh: Kazi Ghiyasuddin”. The
programme was held on March 30 at
Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts in
Dhanmondi. Earlier, their book "Great
Masters of Bangladesh: Safiuddin
Ahmed” and "My Journey as a Wit-
ness: Shahidul Alam” were published
as well.

Kazi Rakib Uddin Ahmed, Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner, Bangladesh Elec-
tion Commission unveiled the book as
chief guest. Mijarul Kayes, secretary,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs was present
as special guest. Abul Hasnat, editor of

: Ht‘: LAUNCE

the monthly Bengali literary magazine
Kali O Kalam; Luva Nahid Chowdhury,
director general of Bengal Foundation;
Subir Chowdhury, director of Bengal
(allery of Fine Arts; and Abul Khair Litu,

=T 4
4 '

L

Guests at the book launch.

at the book launch.

chairman of Bengal Foundation, spoke

The speakers gave a brief descrip-
tion of the publication, the artist and
his contribution to Bangladeshi art.

Korbo Joy" that was serenaded by the audience
as well.

Prior to the grand opening ceremony, three
exhibitions (on photography, painting and his-
tory showcasing), zooming in on the tales of
beauty and valour of Chittagong, were inaugu-
rated at three venues of the port city.

The event was emceed by popular model
Nobel.

17

Kazi Ghiyasuddin

“I'm delighted to be a part of the volu-
minous publication. Writing on Kazi
Ghiyas has been a unique experience for
me. He is a devoted and talented painter
of our time,” said Abul Hasnat.

About the book and the artist,
Mijarul Kayes said, "The book has
documented the painter's life and
works vividly. He is very careful in his
creations. His works are apparently
time consuming and provide the art
aficionados a detailed idea of his
thought process.”

A documentary on the artist was
also screened at the programme.

Kazi Ghiyasuddin was born in 1951
in Madaripur. He obtained Ph.D. (Fine
Arts) from Tokyo National University
of Fine Arts and Music in 1985. He is
greatly influenced by Japanese heri-
tage, culture, art and philosophy.

Dhaka -- is abuzz with preparations.
The Mongol Shobha Jatra brought
out by the students and teachers of
Faculty of Fine Arts (FFA) of Dhaka
University is one of the major at-
tractions of the Baishakhi celebra-
tion in Dhaka.

Students of FFA are racing to-
wards finishing their preparations
for another jubilant rally on Pahela
Baishakh, 1419.

FFA students are raising funds for
the Mongol Shobha Jatra through
sale of watercolour paintings,
lokkhishora, traditional terracotta
gift items, masks and more. At the
FFA premises students can be seen
working on the paintings, tradi-
tional pottery and several other
items which will be put on sale.

Dean of FFA Professor EHM
Matlub Ali, Professor Nisar
Hossain, artist Biren Shome, Pro-
fessor Shishir Bhattacharya, Pro-
fessor Nasreen Begum and others
formally inaugurated this year's
Baishakhi preparation through
“shora” painting. The arrangement
is open from 11am to 10pm every-
day and will continue till Pahela
Baishakh.

Apart from the grand rally, a cul-
tural programme will also be held at
Bakultala of FFA. Folk-themed cul-
tural performances with Baul songs
will dominate the event.

A jatrapala will also be held at
FFA premises on the next day. Pres-
ent and former students and teach-
ers will enact different roles in the

jatrapala titled "Bagdatta”, written
by Jatin Basak.
What also draw one's attention

are the huge bamboo frames on
which students are busy working
on. They were working on replicas
of a royal elephant, a folk tiger,
Gazir pat and a peacock showing off
its colourful plumage-- which will
be among the main attractions of
this year's Mongol Shobha Jatra.

"When we finish these huge
structures, Professor Nisar Hossain,
Professor Shishir Bhattacharya and
Professor Abul Barg Alvi will choose
this year's motif for the grand rally,”
informed Ashim Halder Sagar, a
student of the 11th batch, FFA. This
year the 11th batch students (Mas-
ters final year) are leading the prep-
arations for the big occasion.

"Even though the 11th batch is
leading the preparations; all current
and former students as well as
teachers of FFA for the Baishakhi
preparations are working jointly. We
don't receive any sponsors. We
always try to raise funds through
sales of artworks prepared by the

students and teachers,” said Sagar.

Prices of paintings range from
Taka 500 to 5,000, while prices of
painted shora start from Taka
500.

"A fundraising art exhibition
featuring works of noted
Bangladeshi artists and FFA teach-
ers will open at Zainul Gallery 1 of
FFA on April 1 and continue till
Pahela Baishakh (April 14). Paint-
ings by teachers will also be auc-
tioned, which should fetch larger
amounts,” added Sagar.

Like every year the students will
paint the walls of FFA marking
Pahela Baishakh.

The 'Zainul Shishu Niketon' also
known as 'School Ghar' at the FFA
will also be decorated with colour-
ful folk motifs such as birds, ele-
phants, horses and other animals
in the Shokher Hari (a painted clay
pot).

This year the Mongol Shobha
Jatra will go around the Doyel
Chattar, Shahid Minar and
Jagannath Hall and then return to
FFA.
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