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Vehicles negotiate the
large potholes on the
Tongi-Kaliganj Road
between Tongi and Sylhet
highway. Vehicles often
break down while passen-
gers brace for nightmarish
journeys every day on this
narrow stretch of road.

Bumpy ride
to Sylhet via
Tongi-Kaliganj

M ABUL KALAM AZAD

Anyone would require some nerves of steel if he or she
travels to Sylhet by road and chooses the 34-km connect-
ing road leading to the Sylhet highway from Tongi. Large
potholes dot almost the entire stretch and a wvehicle
bumps and jolts like a wild horse. If it's an old car, it might
break down during the journey, which may pose a night-

mare to thoseridingit.
The road is also narrow, so narrow that hardly two

trucks can pass side by side. In reality, it's not even a two-
lane stretch but a one-and-a-half-lane road at best.
Vehicles have to get almost off the road as much as possi-
ble to avoid collision with traffic coming from the oppo-

site direction.
To add to such sufferings, there will be long queues of

traffic if a vehicle breaks down or a bus stops for long to

drop or pick up passengers.
"This 34-km road takes us two hours to cross, if we are

lucky," said trucker Kalam. "We drive with huge risks,
SEE PAGE 6 COL 5
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Coconut
con man
caught
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Do you think two International
Crimes Tribunals are enough to
complete the war crimes trials within
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A “coconut vendor”, who
drugged bus passengers
unconscious and robbed
them of their valuables,
got a taste of his own
medicine yesterday when
a victim made him drink

his doped coconut milk.
The innovative way of
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PRANABESH CHAKRABORTY, Cig How do look at the daim of

Rab director general Mokhlesur
v : . ; . Rahman that the Rab deserves
An .EKpEdltlﬂf‘l to historical sites in credit for protecting human rights?
Chittagong city came as a pleasant PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT

robbing people was dis-

cmrerecgl by Mosharraf opportunity to Sabrina, a student. www.thedailystar.net
Hossain, who seven days I have come here many tll’I‘lE:S L m:’:“ﬂﬁ:#ﬂfgﬁiﬁ )
ago was robbed by this but today I got to know that this

was Rangmahal hill and there was afortat this place,” she  PrYWTEITIT:
said, who joined the team of some 250 students at the

day-long expedition yesterday to explore Andarkilla.
Excitement could be sensed in her tone when Anjum,

very vendor. He had drunk
the coconut milk and had

lost consciousness.
Mosharraf, proprietor
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