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The foreign friends who are in the city to receive awards for their contributions to the
War of Liberation 41 years ago in 1971 visit Savar Memorial yesterday to place

wreaths in memorial of the martyred war heroes.
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MOVE TO STOP ILLEGAL RAIL TICKET SALE

Rly blacklists 6,500

cellphone numbers

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

The Bangladesh Railway (BR) has black-
listed around 6,500 mobile phone numbers
of suspected touts to stop selling of tickets

in black market.
The rail authorities have also pin-

pointed that black marketers are taking
advantage of e-ticketing system by pur-
chasing majority of the remote-ticket
quota. The authorities have restricted e-

ticket booking hours.
Under this restriction, online purchase

of tickets will remain suspended between

9:00am and 11:00am daily.
High officials of the railway said this at a

press conference in the city yesterday morn-
ing.

“In addition to addressing the ticket
problems, the Bangladesh Railway will
increase the number of bogeys in all the
four daily Dhaka-Chittagong rail services
within a short period time,” said
Mohammed Shahjahan, additional direc-
tor general (operation) of BR.

He added that the railway will also re-
build Chittagong-Dohajari route and
Chittagong-Najirhat route and import new

rail engines and cars soon.
General Manager of BR East Zone Yusuf

Ali Mridha said they in an investigation
found that certain mobile phone users were
buying alot of tickets in advance and selling
the same numbers to actual passengers at a

much higher price.
Mobile and online purchases constitute

half of the ticket sales, while the remaining
is sold directly from the countres. A total of
36 countres in the capital and six countres
in the port city are providing the mobile

and online sales service.
Now the authorities have started a close

monitoring on the ticket countres to check
further black marketing of tickets.

On March 23, ticket buyers staged dem-
onstration at the Chittagong Railway
Station protesting black marketing of train

tickets.
They also encircled the station man-

ager's room for more than one hour.

Independence
Day observed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Different government, non-
government, socio-cultural
and political organisations
observed the counitry's 41st
Independence Day yesterday

ina befitting manner.
The Border Guard

Bangladesh (BGB) observed
the day with huge enthusi-
asm. Besides placing wreaths
at the National Memorial and
hoisting flags at all its units,
special prayers were also
offered at mosques for seek-
ing salvation of the martyrs'
departed souls who sacrificed
their lives during the War of
Liberation.

Directorate of Secondary
and Higher Secondary
Education organised a discus-
sion at its office where officials

concerned were present.
Jatiya Press Club organised

a drawing competition for
children and a cultural

programme to mark the day.
Different organisations

held discussions, colourful
processions rallies, recitation
from holy Quran and doa
mahfil, according to press

releases.

Leaders of Workers Party of
Bangladesh, Bangladesh Juba
Moitree, Zaker Party,
Bangamata Sheikh
Fazilatunnesa Mujib
Parishad, Bangabandhu
Sangskritik Jote and Tathya
Bangla Foundation placed
wreaths at the memorial in
Savar.

Bangladesh Masjid
Mission organised a doa
mabhfil on the occasion.

Meanwhile, the

Bangladesh High Commission
in Pakistan observed the day in

Islamabad.
High Commissioner

Sohrab Hossain hoisted
Bangladesh's flag where
officers and Bangladeshi
expatriates in Pakistan were

presentat the programme.
He called upon all to

contribute to their respec-
tive fields to uphold the
country'simage.

Boy drowns in Natyamancha pond

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An unidentified teenage boy yesterday
evening drowned in a pond in the capi-
tal's Mohanagar Natyamancha when he
was trying to lift a cricket ball from the
waterinexchange of Tk 10.

Station officer of Fire Service

Phulbaria Headquarters Md Abdus
Shahid told The Daily Star that the ball fell
into the pond while some boys were

playing cricketaround 5:00pm.

When the unidentified hapless victim
was asked to dive into the pond to recover
the ball in exchange of the money, he
jumped into it and swam to middle of the

pond and drowned.

On information, the divers recovered
the body at around 7:00pm and handed
overto police.

Paltan Police Station SI Humayun
Kabir said the body was kept at
Mohanagar Natyamancha to find out the
identity.

THAI FOOD FESTIVAL AND CULTURAL SHOW
Ex_'plnre the delicacy of authenticThai cuisine

28 March - 03 April 2012

Buffet Lunch: 12:30 PM - 03:30 PM
Buffet Dinner: 06:30 PM - 10:30 PM
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For more information please contact
8140401 Ext: 4139

In Association with:

spellbound/thaifoodfest/mar’12

Historical Place Visit
Venue: Andorkilla
25 & 27th March, 2012

Theatre festival
Theatre institute

31st march - 4th April and
Shilpokola Academy 1st-4th April

BRANDS
EXPO

Brands Expo
Chittagong stadium Gymnasium
7-10th April
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Opening Ceremony
Venue: M. A. Aziz Stadium
30th March, 2012

D.C. Hill _
7-9th April T e aman
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Hotel Agrabad, BGMEA

Chittagong Chamber of Commerce
7,8 and 9th April

Historical Journey
Venue: Stadium Gymnasium
31st March-5th April, 2012

FESTIVAL

Children Festival
Fulki (Opposite DC Hill)
7th April
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Stadium Gymnasium ground
5th-7th April, 2012

Chittagong and Science

Youth Festival
Shilpokola Academy
3rd and 4th April

Theatre Institute

Fulki (Opposite DC Hill)
6th April

ECONOMIC CONFERENCE

Photographic Chottola

30th march - 5th April

EUTURE,CHIT,TAGONG

Painting Exhibition

Art Institute
30th march - 5th April
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Film Festival
Fulki (Opposite DC Hill)
4-7th April
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Hotel Agrabad, BGMEA

7,8 and 9th April

BANGQLADESH

Chittagong Chamber of Commerce
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Sampan Baich
Bridge ghat, Kornophuli River
6th April

Closing Ceremony
Chittagong Club

The Daily Star brings the biggest event celebrating the spirit of Chittagong titled
‘Odommo Chattagram’ starting from 30 March till 10 April 2012.Come, join the
celebration.
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10th April

*Bring along the coupon printed on The Daily Star to avail free entry to the grand opening.
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