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Magic mosquito net
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bugs within 20 minutes after
they come in contact with it,
said officials.

The nets are already
available across the country
and cost Tk 650 to 700 a
piece.

The nets meet the
requirements of the World
Health Organisation and are
“extremely safe” for humans
and other mammals, said
Saria Sadique, managing
director of BASF
Bangladesh.

The country's first Long
Lasting Impregnated Net
(LLIN) plant, which has been
set up in the industrial park,
cost Tk 12.40 crore and has
created jobs for 800 people.

The plant owned and
operated by Grameen
Fabrics and Fashions will
manufacture the nets under
the brand name Interceptor.
BASF Grameen Ltd will
market the product.

The plant can now pro-
duce up to 3,000 nets a day
and its capacity would
enhance in days to come,
said Prof Yunus in his
speech.

He said there would be
three units under the plant.
Of them one unit will be
dedicated to export, should
other countries feel inter-
ested about the product.

This plant will produce all
the nets needed in
Bangladesh, not for one or
two districts. It has the
capacity to take care of the
whole country as far as
malaria is concerned.

The specially treated
mosquito nets are the first
product of the joint venture
between BASF and Grameen
which aim at reducing
insect-borne diseases and
thus contributing to achieve
the United Nations
Millennium Development
Goalsin the health sector.

Speaking at the inaugural
ceremony, Saori Dubourg

said, “This is a moment of
joy. I am happy that we have
the chance to operate the
plant today. This allows the
people of Bangladesh to
directly contribute to the
safety to their families.”

Malaria kills around
800,000 people across the
globe every year, she said,
adding, “Yet malaria is pre-
ventable and curable in
most places. The most cost
effective way to achieve this
is that every one in high
prevalent areas uses the
treated mosquito nets every
night.”

Dubourg said BASF had
provided the expertise and
technical assistance and
insect control.

She said it was a great
opportunity for them to
create the chemistry for a
sustainable future. "And we
look forward to closely work
together with Grameen
because we want to build a
really long-lasting coopera-
tion,” added Dubourg.

Prof Yunus said they
planned to produce the
mosquito nets for every-
body's use, since malaria is
everywhere in the country.
“One-third of the popula-
tion of Bangladesh live in
malaria-prone areas, but
half the population is vul-
nerable to this disease.”

“This is a wonderful
achievement,” he said, add-
ing that BASF wanted to
make their patent available
for Bangladesh as the coun-
tryis malaria-prone.

The banker to the poor
hoped that the net would
help eliminate malaria from
this country.

“One of the commit-
ments of the eight millen-
nium development goals is
to eliminate malaria or
reduce it to a certain extent.
We are very close, but yet to
achieve this,” he added.

The Nobel Laureate
urged all businesses to setup

at least one social business,
which would be a process of
overcoming all the problems
in the country. “We can use
our creative minds to solve
whatever problems we have
by setting up social busi-
nesses.”

He said, “I encourage
every business in
Bangladesh to create a small
social business. I emphasise
the word 'small’ so that you
do not feel that it requires a
lot of money. It takes a little
effort and little money to
start a tiny social business.
Once you do that you will see
the impact on the people
and become more interested
todo more.”

The BASF Grameen Ltd
was formed in 2009 to
improve the health and
business opportunities of
the poorin Bangladesh.

Saria Siddique said the
nets are coated with the
insecticide Fendona, a prod-
uct of BASF and remains
effective for several years.

Md Ashraful Hassan,
managing director of
Grameen Knitwear Ltd, said
they would be able to double
the production by the end of
2012. The second unit of the
park would be ready by 2013,
he added.

Holger Michael, German
ambassador to Bangladesh,
said it was a milestone and
the words of BASF and
Grameen had been followed
by their deeds.

Ambassador of Japan
Shiro Sadoshima was also
present at the inaugural
ceremony.

German-based BASF is
the world's leading chemical
company. Its portfolio
ranges from chemicals,
plastics, performance prod-
ucts and crop protection
products to oil and gas. It
posted sales of about €73.5
billion in 2011 and had more
than 111,000 employees as
of the end of the year.

Apologise
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receiving money from
Pakistani intelligence
agency ISIL.

“I am asking the prime
minister to seek apology to
the people for giving false
statement,” he said. “Oth-
erwise, we will go for legal
action.”

Fakhrul, acting secre-
tary general of BNP, was
addressing a discussion at
the party's Nayapaltan
office in the capital.
Jativatabadi Krishak Dal, a
front body of the main
opposition, called the meet
marking the Independence
Day.

He said the Pakistan
foreign ministry in a state-
ment said news reports on
ISI funding BNP ahead of
1991 parliamentary polls
were not only baseless but
also conspiratorial.

Former ISI chief Asad
Durrani in his interview to
two Bangladeshi newspa-
pers said he had never
mentioned any
Bangladeshi political party
or BNP taking money from
the spy agency, the BNP
leader claimed.

Some local newspapers
recently quoted the Dubai-
based daily Khaleej Times
as saying Asad Durrani in a
court statement said BNP
chief Khaleda Zia received
50 million rupees from the
Inter-Services Intelligence
before the 1991 elections.

Ruling Awami League
leaders, including its chief
Sheikh Hasina, opened a
barrage of attacks against
BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia for the alleged ISI link
while the opposition out-
right rejected the allega-
tion.

Foreign Minister Dipu
Moni on March 19 told
reporters that her ministry
would seek a copy of the

testimony given by the
former ISI chief Asad
Durrani at the Pakistan
Supreme Court.

“We frequently said BNP
had never taken money
from the ISI but the pre-
mier and her ministers
kept repeating the allega-
tion in chorus,” said
Fakhrul.

He said they will send a
rejoinder to a local daily
today asking the newspa-
per not to publish any such
report without verification.

Population
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The Awami League-led gov-
ernment in November last
year split the DCC into two,
ignoring widespread criticism
from the opposition, experts
and the media. In its defence,
the government said the split
was meant to better serve the

over 10 million city dwellers,
as the undivided DCC had

been failing to do so.

Statistically, however, the
division has only created
disparity. Although DCC
North is much more populous
than DCC South, it has got
fewerwards.

DCC North has more than
21 lakh voters in its 36 wards,
whereas DCC South has 16.8
lakh votersin 56 wards.

The current voter list with
photographs shows wards No
6 and 14 of DCC North have as
many as 1.04 lakh and 1.01
lakh voters. On the other
hand, wards No 31 and 32
have only 28,847 and 29,579
volers.

Similar is the case with
DCC South. For instance,
wards No 14 and 55 have
67,953 and 61,267 voters,
whilewards No37 and 31 have
just11,215and 14,614 voters.

Uttara, Gulshan, Badda,
Mohakhali, East Rampura,
Tejgaon, Mohammadpur,
Mirpur, Pallabi and Kafrul fall
in DCC North and
Dhanmondi, Ramna,
Motijheel, Sabujbagh, Demra,
Khilgaon, Sutrapur, Kotwali
and Lalbagh in the South.

On an average, more than
half the population of each
ward is registered on the voter
list, according to the Election
Commission officials.

They say the population
disparity among the wards
has increased enormously as
the boundaries have not been
redrawn for long. The last
delimitation of DCC wards
wasdonein 1993.

Following last month's
amendment to the Local
Government (City
Corporation) Act, the com-
mission is now preparing to
hold polls to the two city cor-
porations in the last week of
May.

Prof Tofail Ahmed, a local
government expert, said the
government should reduce
disparity among the wards
through redrawing the
boundaries of the two city
corporations before the polls.

"If it is not done, there will
be problems in distribution of

resources among the wards,"

he said, adding that it would
also lead to administrative

setbacks.

According to him, DCC
North should have more
wards given its higher popula-
tion.

The immediate past
Election Commission headed
by ATM Shamsul Huda in
February 2010 had asked the
LGRD ministry to demarcate
the boundaries of the undi-
vided DCC wards to reduce
the population disparity. But
the government did nothing
to that end; it rather cut the
DCCinto two.

The present EC headed by
Kazi Rakibuddin Ahmad has
yet to ask the government to
redraw the boundaries of the
wards of the split DCC.

"It's the responsibility of
the LGRD ministry. Since the
ministry does notwant to do it
now, we've nothing to do
about it," said a senior EC
official, asking not to be iden-
tified.

MORE EXAMPLES OF
DISPARITY

In DCC North, ward No 6 and
14 each has over one lakh
voters. And while three other
wards each have more than
90,000 voters, each of eight
other wards have over 60,000
voters. Rest of the wards have
between 50,000 and 60,000
voterseach.

In the South, four bigwards
have 60,000 to 70,000 voters
each. Of the other wards, 14
have voters ranging from
10,000 to 20,000 each; 16 have
20,000 to 30,000 each and 14
have between 30,000 and
40,000 voters each.

JCD activist
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Dulal Restaurant to meet
with some JCD men.

When Shaokat reached
the restaurant, the JCD activ-
ists shut the restaurant doors
and attacked him leaving
him critically injured, alleged
family members.

Shaokat was rushed to
Sylhet MAG Osmani Medical
College Hospital where
doctorsdeclared him dead.

Quoting JCD activists,
Officer-in-Charge of
Shahporan Police Station
Enamul Manwar said some
close friends of Shaokat
killed him over money dis-
pute.

Iftekhar Ahmed Dinar,
who leads a faction of the
JCD in Shahjalal Upashahar,
could not be contacted for
comments.

A case was filed in this
connection.

Clue to male
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of men having some hair loss

by the age of 70.

The male sex hormone

testosterone plays a key
role, as do genetic factors.
They cause the hair follicles
to shrink, eventually
becoming so small that they
are invisible, leading to the
appearance of baldness.
REVERSE BALDING?
Now, researchers at the
University of Pennsylvania
have analysed which genes
are switched on when men
start to go bald.

They found levels of a key
protein called prostaglandin
D synthase are elevated in the
cells of hair follicles located
in bald patches on the scalp,
butnotin hairy areas.

Mice bred to have high
levels of the protein went
completely bald, while
transplanted human hairs
stopped growing when
given the protein.

Prof George Cotsarelis, of
the department of derma-
tology, who led the
research, said: "Essentially
we showed that prostaglan-
din protein was elevated in
the bald scalp of men and
that it inhibited hair
growth. So we identified a
target for treating male-
pattern baldness.

"The next step would be
to screen for compounds
that affect this receptor and
to also find out whether
blocking that receptor
would reverse balding or
just prevent balding -- a
question that would take a
while to figure out.”

The inhibition of hair
growth is triggered when
the protein binds to a recep-
tor on the cells of hair folli-
cles, said Prof Cotsarelis.

Several known drugs that
target this pathway have
already been identified, he
added, including some that
are in clinical trials.

The researchers say there
is potential for developing a
treatment that can be
applied to the scalp to pre-
vent baldness and possibly
help hair regrow.

Family, goons
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when a car carrying Raj hit a
motorbike on Crescent Lake
Road and tried to flee the
scene, traffic Sergeant
Sharey Alam said.

Bike rider Mehedi Hasan
chased the car and caught
up to it at Gono Bhaban
intersection when the car
hadto stop ataset oflights.

However, Raj and his
driver got down from the car
and attacked Mehedi and
started beating him up bru-
tally, said Sharey, adding that
he was on duty at the inter-
section.

When the traffic sergeant
rush to the spot, Raj and his
driver attacked him as well.
Raj's sister Bristy along with
four musclemen then
reached the scene inanother
car and joined Raj in beating
up Mehediand Sharey.

In the meantime, private
television channel Rtv
reporter Osman Gani Babul
and newspaper reporter
Nasir Uddin Chunnu, who
were passing by, stopped to
see what was going on. The
cameraman with Babul
started taping the incident.

Raj, Bristy and their mus-
clemen then beat up the
reporters and damaged the
camera, the sergeant said.

Locals and pedestrian
who were just witnesses to
the incidents then became

furious. They attacked Raij,
Bristi, their men and vanda-
lised the two cars, the traffic
sergeant said, adding that a
rescue team from Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar Police Station
thenreached the spot.

They took the siblings,
one of their men, and the
cars to the police station
around 5:00pm.

Zakir Hossain Mollah,
officer-in-charge (0OC) of
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar Police
Station, said when the three
arrestees were taken to the
station, Key Chowdhury
arrived with 20-22 muscle-
men and vandalised his
station.

He said they ransacked
furniture and windowpanes
of two rooms of the police
station.

The two reporters, the
sergeant and the bike rider
were beaten up again by Keya
and her men, the OCsaid.

Police rescued the victims
and arrested the six. Others
fled, he added.

Raj at the police station
told The Daily Star that his
car did not hit the motorbike
rather the bike hit his car.

Four cases were filed in
this connection by the
police, bike rider Mehedi,
Sergeant Sharey and TV
reporter Babul.

DMP moves to stop
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can fine only Tk 200 irre-
spective of vehicle type.
However, towing charge
differs with vehicle type. For
cars, trucks and buses itis Tk
1,200 and motorbikes and
CNG-run auto rickshaws Tk
1,000.

Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Khandaker Nazmul
Hasan of traffic south divi-
sion earlier this month said,
“We have completed train-
ing of traffic personnel on
how to use the wheel
clamps.”

Mahbubur Rahman, also
joint commissioner (traffic),
said they use tow trucks only
to scare off those who have
parked illegally since ifone is
towed in an area, the rest
move away. So, cars illegally
parked have plenty of time
to go away and avert penalty
for breaking the law.

“A traffic police team
equipped with wheel
clamps will cordon off a
certain spot, and will set
wheel clamps to vehicles
parked illegally,” he said,
adding that a tow truck will
then complete the towing of
all vehicles one by one.

[llegal parking goes on
unabated as understaffed
and ill-equipped traffic wing
of Dhaka Metropolitan
Police could not contain the
menace, which clogs or
narrows down streets of the
capital.

The four traffic divisions
of DMP have only four gov-
ernment tow trucks and 19
private ones which on aver-
age could tow only 120 vehi-
cles a day leaving several
thousand parking offenders
scot-free.

Traffic Chief Mahbubur
Rahman said, “There are
only two impoundage for
keeping towed vehicles in
the capital and it takes hours
for a tow truck to complete a
tow and return to the scene,
giving scope for parking
offenders to escape.”

DC Nazmul Hasan said
only a traffic sergeant riding a
motorbike keeps vigil on a
certain stretch of street cov-
ering several intersections to
prevent illegal parking. Only
10 sergeants are deployed in
the area under traffic south,
which is the largest among
the four traffic divisions in
the capital, he said.

Several high officials of
traffic wing, which have
around 3,800 personnel,
said almost all traffic police-
men remain busy control-
ling traffic movements at
intersections and it is tough
for the rest to contain illegal
parking.

Anyone could see that
illegally parked vehicles
sometimes occupy two-
thirds of a street leaving
aside just one lane for mov-
ing vehicles, he said. This is
seen usually in front of mar-
kets, academic institutions,
government or non govern-
ment offices.

Even on Abdul Gani Road
in front of Bangladesh
Secretariat, where ministers
and secretaries go to work,
vehicles are kept parked in
more than one row, nearly
blocking the busy thorough-
fare.

A high official of traffic
wing said to address the
issue of parking on roads
effectively, the government
should increase the number
of wheel clamps and tow
trucks being used and
impose higher fines.

Mujib for confederation
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proposals made by
Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman regarding
the status of the republic.
As was later noted by
Kamal Hossain, in the
evening the Awami League
team prepared to meet the
advisers of the regime to
work out the eventual deal
that would smoothen the
hand-over of power to the
elected representatives.
Before the team set out for
the meeting,
Bangabandhu expressed
his opinion that the Awami
League should suggest
that Pakistan be turned
into a confederation
rather than continue to
operate as the republic it
had so far been. It was
Mujib's belief that such a
constitutional restructur-

ing had become necessary
in light of the sentiments
of the people as mani-
fested over the preceding
weeks.

When the AL team pre-
sented the proposal for a
confederation to the gov-
ernment's advisers, there
was a predictable howl of
protest. Yahya Khan's
advisers made it clear that
the AL had shifted from its
earlier position. The AL
team's response was that,
all other points remaining
the same, there really was
nothing amiss in the sug-
gestion. Justice Cornelius,
who appeared to under-
stand the AL point of view,
suggested that rather than
calling Pakistan a confed-

eration, the term to apply
should be 'union’.

However, since the precise

terminology to be used was
turning out to be a prob-
lem, it was suggested that
the matter be left for
General Yahya Khan and
Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman to
resolve.

By the evening, though,
it had become clear to the
Awami League that the
regime had little intention
of transferring power to an
elected government. As the
meeting of the advisers of
the two sides drew to an
end, General Peerzada said
that another meeting could
take place in the morning
the next day, March 25.
When Kamal Hossain
inquired about the time of
the meeting, Peerzada said
he would call and let him
know.

The call never came.

Obama picks
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"Jim has truly global experi-
ence. His personal story
exemplifies the great diver-
sity of our country... and his
experience makes him ide-
ally suited to forge partner-
ships all around the world."

The deadline for nomina-
tions to replace current
president Robert Zoellick is
18:00 Washington time
(22:00 GMT) yesterday.

Dr Kim, 52, had not been
among the names rumoured
to be under consideration by
President Obama, which
included former White
House adviser Larry
Summers, Pepsi head Indra
Nooyi, and UN ambassador
Susan Rice.

Dr Kim is a leading figure
in global health. As well as
his work at the WHO, he co-
founded the health organi-
sation Partners in Health in
1987.

Born in Seoul, he moved
with his family to the US at
the age of five.

US development econo-
mist Jeffrey Sachs has been
nominated by smaller devel-
oping countries, such as
Bhutan, East Timor, Haiti,
Kenya, Guatemala and
Chile.

Prof Sachs argues that the
World Bank should be led by
adevelopment expert.

Former Colombian
finance minister, Jose
Antonio Ocampo, now looks
unlikely to be nominated
after Colombia's current
finance minister, Juan
Carlos Echeverry, said on
Thursday that the country
was instead focusing on a
bid for the presidency of the
International Labour
Organization.

Ocampo had agreed to
stand and had the backing of
Brazil, but also needed
Colombia's support.
STRONG CONTEST
In a joint statement, Angola,
Nigeria and South Africa
pledged their support to
Okonjo-Iweala.

"The endorsement is in
line with the belief that the
appointment of the leader-
ship of the World Bank and
its sister institution, the
International Monetary
Fund, should be merit-
based, open and transpar-

ent," the statement said.
Speaking at a news con-

ference, Okonjo-Iweala said:
"I consider the World Bank a
very important institution
for the world, and particu-
larly for developing coun-
tries deserving of the best
leadership, so I look forward
to a contest of very strong
candidates.

"And am I confident?
Absolutely.”

But with the US holding
the most votes at the World
Bank, which has 187 mem-
bers, the vote on the next
president should be a for-
mality.

CALLS TO END
'MONOPOLY'

The World Bank and the
International Monetary
Fund were created at the
conference at Bretton
Woods in 1944 as a means to
regulate trade between
nations in the aftermath of
the Great Depression and
World War L.

A US national tradition-
ally heads the World Bank
while a European runs the
IMF - currently France's
Christine Lagarde.

But emerging economies
have become increasingly
unhappy with this arrange-
ment and are pushing for
change.

In a recent editorial, three
former chief economists of
the World Bank - Francois
Bourguignon, Nicholas
Stern and Joseph Stiglitz -
argued for an end to the US
"monopoly” on running the
institution.

"To say it is merit-based,
and to choose an American
repeatedly, shows scant
respect to the citizens of
other countries,” they wrote.

Fredrik Erixon, a former
World Bank economist, told
the BBC that the selection
process was "anachronistic”
but he still expected the
White House nominee to be
the successful candidate.

The current president,
Robert Zoellick, is to step
down from his role at the
institution when his five-
year term comes to an end
on 30 June.

Zoellick, 58, was nomi-
nated for the role in 2007 by
GeorgeW Bush.

Water crisis
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A summary of the report

said "we assess that a water-
related state-on-state con-
flict is unlikely during the
next 10 years.

Hillary Clinton's view
was echoed across the
Atlantic by British Secretary
of State for Energy and
Climate Change Ed Davey.

"Countries have not
tended to go to war over
water, but I have a fear for
the world that climate
instability drives political
instability," He told a con-
ference of high-ranking
politicians and diplomats
from around the world.
"The pressure of that makes
conflict more likely."

Even a small tempera-
ture rise farless thanthe4C
that scientists predict will
result from a continuation
of business as usual could
lead to lower agricultural
yields, he warned, at a time
when population growth
means that demand for
food was likely to be up by
70% by 2060. By the same
time, he noted, the number
of people living in condi-
tions of serious water stress
would have reached 1.8
billion, according to esti-
mates.

"Climate change intensi-
fies pressures on states, and
between states,"” he told the
conference, gathered to
discuss whether climate
change and natural
resources should be
regarded as a national secu-
rity issue. "[Its effects] can
lead to internal unrest ...
and exacerbate existing
tensions. We have to plan
for a world where climate
change makes difficult
problems even worse.”

But Davey recalled previ-
ous global catastrophes that
had been averted, including
the threat of nuclear arma-
geddon during the cold war,
and successes such as the
elimination of smallpox. He
urged governments to work
on adapting to climate
change as a matter of
urgency, as well as striving
for an international agree-
ment to cut greenhouse gas
emissions.

Power outage
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AbuTayeb, superintendent of

Chittagong General Hospital
and the civil surgeon of
Chittagong district, said they
do not get uninterrupted
power supplyin the hospital.

Although the government
had passed an order to give
double phase connection to
the hospital for uninter-
rupted power supply, till
now they did not get the
service, he said.

He said if they would get
the service they could save
the money which is spent to
buy fuel oil for an alternate
power generator,

Nasir Uddin Chowdhury,
first vice-president of
Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and
Exporters Association, said
factories have to spend on
an average Tk 2 lakh to Tk 3
lakh every month to ensure
power supply through alter-
nate power generators.

Such expenses cut down
business' profit margin, and
often cause losses for small
companies, he added.

Rakesh Das, a resident of
Nandan Kanon area also a
student who will sit for the
upcoming HSC examina-
tion, said he is fed up with
the load shedding that ham-
pers his study severely.

At present PDB is getting
around 563 MW from the
national grid and local
power plants for the zone.

Sometimes an additional
15 MW to 30 MW comes
from Malancho Power Plant
of Chittagong Export
Processing Zone if there is
excess generation, said
Moniruzzaman.

Pakistan
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baseless the news on ISI
paying BNE

Those reporis were not
only totally baseless but also
part of mischievous efforts to
damage the brotherly and
mutually beneficial Pakistan-
Bangladesh relationship, the
spokesperson said.

Pakistan strictly adhered
to the principle of non-
interference in internal
affairs of other countries and
it would be ill-advised to give
credence to such false, mis-

leading and self-serving
stories, the official added.

PM visits
FROM PAGE 20
flyover, a power plant and
four other government pro-
jects -- on that day, according
to the sources at deputy
commissioner's office.
Hasina is also set to
address a rally organised by
Chittagong city Awami
League at Pologround in the
afternoon.

Part of 4-lane
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cannot accommodate

around 30,000 vehicles a
day.

Besides, a five-hour long
Dhaka-Chittagong trip now
takes around double the
time.

A Tk 2,382 crore project
was initiated in 2006 to
upgrade the highway in
three years, but successive
governments had failed to
finalise the scheme.

The present government in
January 2010 had entered
deals with Chinese Sinohydro
Engineering, and
Bangladeshi Reza
Constructions Ltd and Taher
Brothers Ltd to widen the
road.

Though the project finally
started early last year, it
never gained any momen-
tum as the concessionaires
faced problems in removing
illegal structures along the
highway and collecting
earth for land-filling,
claimed contractors.

Ministry officials said 64
per cent of the land-filling
work has been completed so
far while the rest would be
done by May.

The construction of 145
culverts out of a total 220 has
been completed and 17
small bridges are being built.

The ministry recently has
inked a deal to build three
overpasses at as many level
crossings on the highway.
Tenders have been floated
for the construction of five
large bridges.

“Now we don't have any
crisis and the upgrading work
has been going on in full
swing,” Project Director Ibne
Alam Hasan told The Daily
Star.

He hoped the project will
be complete by next year if
the current pace of progress
continues.



