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REUTERS, Bamako

Renegade soldiers said they seized power in
Mali yesterday and ordered its borders
closed, threatening to reignite instabilityin a
Saharan region shaken by the conflict in
Libya.

The overnight coup bid was led by low-
ranking soldiers angry at the government's
failure to stamp out a two-month-old sepa-
ratist rebellion in the north of the west
African state.

Heavy weapons fire rang out throughout
the night as the presidential palace came
under attack. The whereabouts of President
Amadou Toumani Toure, who oversaw a
decade of relative stability, are unknown.

Mali's neighbours, the United Nations
and world powers from Paris to Washington
called for a return to constitutional rule.

The 7,000-strong army has for weeks
sought better weapons to fight northern
Tuareg rebels bolstered by heavily armed
ethnic allies who fled Libya after fighting for
ousted leader Muammar Gaddafi.

Malaysian security laws must
uphold rights: Ban

AFP, Kuala Lumpur

UN Chief Ban Ki-moon yesterday
urged Malaysia to observe interna-
tional human rights standards
when formulating new laws to

replace a tough security act that is marked for abolition. by

Prime Minister Najib Razak last year said he would
replace Malaysia's Internal Security Act (ISA), which
allows detention without trial and has been widely

criticised for decades as a tool to suppress dissent.
"I hope the government will ensure that the

replacement laws will be in full compliance with
international human rights standards," the UN
secretary-general said in a speech in the Malaysian
capital Kuala Lumpur before meeting Najib.

Najib has been scrapping or amending a range of
decades-old laws criticised as oppressive and out-
dated in an attempt to win back voters, who dealt the
government its worst election results ever in 2008.

Yemen's Saleh party hamper-

Mali soldiers claim
seizure of power

Members of the newly formed National
Committee for the Return of Democracy and
the Restoration of the State (CNRDR) read a
statement on state television saying they
had taken over.

"The CNRDR ... has decided to assume its
responsibilities by putting an end to the
incompetent regime of Amadou Toumani
Toure," said Lieutenant Amadou Konare,
spokesman for the CNRDR.

"We promise to hand power back to a
democratically elected president as soon as
the country is reunified and its integrity is no
longer threatened,"” said Konare, flanked by
about two dozen soldiers, in a statement
marred by sound problems.

Government and military sources told
Reuters the mutineers entered the presiden-
tial palace overnight after it was vacated by
Toure and his entourage.

A loyalist military source and two diplo-
mats told Reuters they believed Toure was
sheltering in a military camp run by soldiers
still loyal to him. The 63-year-old was due to
stand down at an election set for April.

Lanka should
punish civil
war crimes
Says UN forum

REUTERS, Geneva

Sri Lanka should ensure gov-
ernment troops who commit-
ted war crimes during the
final stages of its war against
Tamil rebels are brought to
justice, the UN Human Rights
Council said yesterday:.

Despite heavy lobbying
a 70-strong team from
Colombo, the Geneva-based
forum adopted a resolution
put forward by the United
States urging the Sri Lanka
government to implement
the recommendations of an
official Sri Lankan probe.
That commission called for
the prosecution of soldiers
guilty of misconduct.

Tens of thousands of
civilians were killed in 2009
in the final months of Sri
Lanka's 25-year civil war, a
United Nations panel said

ing transition

AFP, Sanaa

Opponents of ex-president Ali Abdullah Saleh in
Yemen's new coalition government accused mem-
bers of his party of trying to hamper political transi-
tion in the country, a statement said yesterday.

Two days after all but two members of Saleh's
General People's Congress (GPC) walked out of a
cabinet meeting, his opponents charged that GPC
figures were behind "smear campaigns" against

Prime Minister Mohammed Basindawa.
These campaigns "reveal non-national inclina-

tions that aim to harm national reconciliation and
the missions of the unity government," said the
statement by the Common Forum, an alliance of

last year, as government
troops advanced on the
ever-shrinking northern tip
of the island controlled by
Tamil forces fighting for an
independent homeland.

The panel said it had credi-
ble allegations of serious
violations committed by both
the government and
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam.

Sri Lanka's government
has consistently denied
allegations that it targeted
civilians, though it has
acknowledged that some
were killed as troops
advanced north.
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Master of Business Administration (MBA)

W Finance M Marketing ™ HRM M Banking
Eligibility
m 4-year Bachelor Degree or 3-year Bachelor Degree along

with at least one year of work experience.
m A CGPA of at least 2.50 at undergraduate or graduate level.
m No admission test required if GMAT score is 500+.

Executive MBA (EMBA)
SHRM  ® Finance  ® Marketing

¥ Enfrepreneurship Development & Management
Eligibility
® 4-year Bachelor Degree or 3-year Honour's Degree ora
Master's Degree in any discipline.
m At least Second Class in all exams or a minimum CGPA of 2.50
on a 4 point scale.
® At least three years of continuous work experience as an

INDEPENDENT UNIVERSITY, BANGLADESH

19 Years of ngresswe Higher Education

% MBA & EMBA ADMISSION

SUMMER 2012
e Special Features —

¢ Allfaculties have Ph.D. Degrees

o Subscription to online library
(Proquest, Emerald, Blackwell, Jstor, EBSCO)

¢ Degree from IUB is accepted globally for
higher studies and job placement

o State-of-the-art T facilities

® Separate labs for graduate students

® Teaching Assistantship

o 15% discount on tuition for IUB Graduates

o 15% discount on tuition (based on academic
achievement) available at the end of
foundation module

® 50% discount for siblings or spouses

® Payment of fees in instalments

® Classes are held in the evening &
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Last Date for Application : March 28, 2012
Admission Test: Friday

30 March 2012 at 10:00 AM

March 28, 2012

Interview: Friday
30 March 2012 at 3:00 PM

FORM SALE: ALL DAYS OF THE WEEK FROM 10:00 A.M. - 8:00 P.M.

Please Contact:

Graduate School of Business
Plot-16, Block-B, Aftabuddin Ahmed Road,
Bashundhara R/A, Dhaka-1229. Room No-2025
Tel: 8401645-53, 8402065-76 Ext- 254,
Fax: 8401991 e-mail: info@Ilub.edu.bd

Rorms can be downloaded

ftom www.sb.Jub.edu.bd
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French police
kill 'al-Qaeda’
shooting
suspect

AFP, Toulouse

French police shot dead
yesterday a self-declared al-
(Qaeda militant wanted for a
series of killings of soldiers
and Jews, ending a tense 32-
hour siege in the south of
France.

The seven killings
shocked France, home to
western Europe's largest
Jewish and Muslim minori-
ties, and raised questions
about intolerance and secu-
rity failures in the midst of a
hard-fought presidential

election campaign.
Mohamed Merah, who

admitted shooting dead three
soldiers and three children and
a teacher at a Jewish school,
also tried to shoot his way out
of the siege in Toulouse after
police fromthe elite RAID force
entered hisflat.

Police said the 23-year-old
burst out of the bathroom,
opening fire on officers
before jumping out the win-
dow of his first-floor apart-
ment, still firing as he fell, ina
desperate bid to escape.

"He was killed by RAID
shooters while trying to
escape,” a police source told
AFP. "He was dead by the
time he hit the ground.”

Interior Minister Claude
Gueant said Merah was
"shooting very violently”
when he emerged from the
bathroom.

PHOTO: AFP

Palestinian demonstrators wave national flags and placards calling for the release of
prisoners held in Israeli jails during a protest in the West Bank city of Nablus yesterday.

Atghan corpse video shows

US depravity:

REUTERS, Dubai

The head of al Qaeda has called footage of US
Marines appearing to urinate on the corpses
of Afghans proof of Western depravity that
underlines the need to fight "crusader” forces
in the country.

In a video posted to an Islamist site yester-
day, Ayman al-Zawahiri - who replaced
Osama bin Laden last year after US troops
killed him in Pakistan - called the images that
emerged online in January a divine message.

"God has exposed America with a tape ...
which shows Marines urinating on the body
of an Afghan holy warrior," he said in a mes-
sage delivered in Arabic.

"This the truth of their Western, Zionist,

Zawahiri

godless civilization; these are their values and
their view of the rest of humanity generally

and Muslims specifically.”
"Noble Afghan, the road has become clear

and the path apparent: either stand under the
banner of Islam as a holy warrior ... or igno-
miny in this world and disgrace in the next,"
he said, adding: "You have seen how the cru-
saders regard you, and what your fate is at
their hands."

Zawahiri's recording follows - but does
not refer to - the massacre of 16 Afghans by a
US soldier this month and the burning of
Korans at a Nato military base which
enflamed sentiment towards Western troops
in Afghanistan.

@he Baily Star

DHAKA FRIDAY MARCH 23, 2012

7

Clashes across
Syria despite
UN pressure

REUTERS, Beirut

Clashes flared across Syria
yesterday, opposition activ-
ists said, the day after the UN
Security Council had called
on all sides to stop fighting
and seek a negotiated settle-
ment to the year-long upris-
ing.

UN Secretary General
Ban Ki-moon said the
Council's unanimous state-
ment had sent a clear mes-
sage to Syria to end all vio-
lence, but the appeal had
little impact on the ground,
where rebels are seeking to
oust President Bashar al-
Assad.

Meanwhile, the rebel Free
Syrian Army has set up a
military council to coordi-
nate operations around
Damascus, as it brings the
year-old conflict to the capi-
tal, it announced in an

online video yesterday.
"I, Colonel Khaled

Mohammed al-Hammud,
announce the creation of the
military council for
Damascus and the region
that will be in charge of FSA
operations in this region,"
an army deserter said in the
video.

Opposition sources said
Syrian tanks had heavily
shelled a large neighbour-
hood in the city of Hama
yesterday after fighting
between Free Syrian Army
rebels and pro-Assad
forces.

Hillary

terrorism, instability
over water

AFP, Washington

warns of
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water problems,"

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
warned yesterday of the risk of terror-
ism, political instability and conflict
over competition for scarce water
supplies worldwide over the next few

decades.
Clinton highlighted such risks that
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Application Deadline: Sunday, 22 April 2012

Eligibility:

First and the only university in Bangladesh to offer MA in TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages)

MA in English:Literature, Linguistics & TESOL
Admission Test: Monday, 23 April 2012 at 10:30 AM

were outlined in the unclassified
l l

‘A version of a report on global water
security -- which she had requested -- that was released
yesterday by the National Intelligence Council.

"I think it's fair to say the intelligence community's find-
ings are sobering," Clinton said about the report that focuses
on the potential water problems between now and 2040,

A summary of the report said North Africa, the Middle
East and South Asia "will face major challenges coping with
particularly as a result of population
growth and increased economic demand.

Climate change is a third factor likely to be more strongly
pronounced in the later decades.

"As the world's population continues to grow, demand for
water will go up but our fresh water supplies will not keep
pace,” Clinton saidin a speech at the State Department.

Clinton underscored concerns in the report that terrorists
could attack dams and other infrastructure ensuring sup-
plies of water to people, agriculture or industry. Or water
could be used as a "political tool," she said.

"These difficulties will all increase the risk of instability
within and between states," she said.

"Within states they could cause some states to fail out-
right. And between and among states, you could see regional
conflicts among states that share water basins be exacer-
bated and even lead to violence," she said.

North South University

The first private university in Bangladesh

CO0000

€ Four-year BA in English with a CGPA of at least 2.5 on a 4-point scale

€ Atleasta second class in a three-year Bachelor of Arts in English

4 MA or M.S. in subjects of Liberal Arts & Social Sciences

At least a second class in B.A. (Pass) degree from a recognized university

H onors/Masters (appeared) candidates may sit for the admission test
but must submit mark-sheets before admission

Key Features:

M.A. in one or more of the three major areas: Literature, Linguistics & TESOL
36 credits (30 course works + 6 Thesis) for students with 4-year B.A. in English
48 credits (42 course works + 6 Thesis) for students with 3-year B.A. in English
Syllabus consistent with graduate programs at leading universities of the USA
Courses taught by faculty members from home and abroad
Evening classes to accommodate working students

Financial Assistance/Teaching Assistantship is available for deserving candidates

For Information,

Please Contact

Admission Office or English Department
Plot 15, Block B, Bashundhara, Dhaka-1229 Phones: 880-2-8852000
ext: 2020/2021 E-mail: rashed@northsouth.edu; Web: www.northsouth.edu

13 killed
in Turkish
clashes

BeC ONLINE

Seven Kurdish rebels and six
Turkish police officers have
been killed in clashes in the
far south-east of the country,
reports say.

Turkish forces launched a
large-scale operation
against the Kurdish Workers'
Party (PKK) near Mount
Cudi, in the province of
Sirnak, onWednesday.

Helicopter gunships were
used in this, the largest
attackonrebelsin2012.

Correspondents say the
fighting was sparked by
tensions surrounding the
Kurdish New Year celebra-
tions, Novruz.

Five of the officers died
on Wednesday, while
anotherwas killed yesterday,
security officials said.

On Sunday, police in the
south-eastern city of
Diyarbakir used tear gas and
water cannon to prevent
thousands of Kurds from
holding a demonstration
timed to coincide with
Novruz. The unrest later
spread to other Turkish cities.

PKK rebels recently have
stepped up their operations,
correspondents say.
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® All faculty have Ph.D. Degrees

@® Subscription to online library (Proquest, Emerald, Jstor, Blackwell, EBSCO)
® Degree from IUB is accepted globally for higher studies and job placement

versnt

y, Bangladesh

® Research oriented degree for students who will pursue higher education

@® Teaching Assistantship
® 15% discount on tuition for IUB Graduates

® 15% discount on tuition based on academic achievement

available at the end of foundation module
® 50% discount for siblings or spouses
® Payment of fees in installments

5 Full Scholarships Available:

B Based on previous academic record
& admission test result.

B K & S Trust Scholarship amount worth Tk. 7,60,000.
B Stipend money of Tk. 60,000 per annum.

Please Contact:

Graduate School of Business

Plot-16, Block-B, Aftabuddin Ahmed Road, Bashundhara R/A,

Dhaka-1229. Room No- 2025. Tel: 8401645-53,
Ext- 254, Fax: 8401991 e-mail: info@iub.edu.b

8402065-76
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| Admission Summer 2012 |

Eligibility

# Four-year Bachelor Degree or equivalent Degree
from a reputed university.

® A CGPA of at least 2.50 or 2nd class at
undergraduate or graduate level in any previous
public examination.

& Students who have completed their B.Sc. or BBA in
Economics or have a satisfactory background in
Statistics and Mathematics are also eligible.

# Acceptable score in the JTUB Admission Test or
combined score of 1200 in GRE.

Last date of Application:

March 28, 2012
Admission Test (Written & Viva):

Friday March 30, 2012 at 10:00 AM.

All days of the week
from 10:00 A.M - 8:00 P.M.




