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Opposition returns to Sangsad at last
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minister for law, a former
chief justice and an incum-
bent High Courtjudge.

Her remarks sparked
uproar in the House as trea-
sury bench MPs instantly
protested. Without micro-
phone, Awami League MP
Fazilatunnesa Bappy was
heard shouting, “Shut up...
or I will slap you”. Her words
almost triggered a scuffle
between her and BNP MP
ShammiAkhtar.

Thanks to the timely inter-
vention of women chamber
attendants and some ruling
and opposition MPs, an
embarrassing situation was
averted in the House.

Having stayed away from
parliamentary proceedings
for 83 consecutive sittings
since March last year, oppo-
sition leader Khaleda Zia
returned to the House yes-
terday afternoon along with
herlawmakers.

Sources said the opposi-
tion MPs were earlier asked
by Khaleda to play a “con-
structive” role in the House
and not use indecent words
intheir speeches.

Earlier in the day, the BNP
chief held a brief meeting
with opposition MPs and
advised them to strongly

criticise the “poor perfor-
mance” of ministers and
protest the government's
various “wrongdoings”.

“Do not remain silent. You
will counter, not using abu-
sive words, rather in a con-
structive way,” BNP MP
Nazim Uddin Ahmed quoted
the BNP chiefassaying.

The opposition leader's
directives regarding criticism
of the government and min-
isters without using unpar-
liamentary words were ini-
tially followed when two BNP
MPs, who took part in the
discussion on the
thanksgiving motion on the
president's speech, launched
a blistering attack on the
government over its “failure”
to address various issues.

BNP lawmaker
Shaheeduddin Chowdhury
Anee blasted the govern-
ment for its role in “trying to
foil” the opposition's March
12 grand rally in the capital.
He launched the attack on
the government without
using any abusive words.

His colleague, Rehana,
however, did not complywith
the party chief’s directive.

After Awami League MP
Fazilatunnesa yelled at
Rehana threatening to slap
her with a hand raised, BNP
MP Shammi Akhtar, who sits
in front of Fazilatunnesa, in
fast pace went towards
Fazilatunnesa and forcibly
brought the ruling party
lawmaker's hand down.

Two female attendants of
the chamber rushed there
and were seen standing
between Fazilatunnesa and
Shammi apparently to stop
them from fighting. BNP
legislator Anee and Awami
League's Aslamul Haque
then rushed to the scene and
were also seen trying to
control Fazilatunnesa and
Shammi.

Treasury bench Chief
Whip Abdus Shahid, Whip
ASM Feroz and Opposition
Chief Whip Zainul Abdin
Farroque joined the efforts
to defuse the tension.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and BNP chief
Khaleda were present in the
House during this unpleas-
antincident.

Later, taking the floorona
point of order, Chief Whip
Abdus Shahid said the oppo-
sition MPs had returned to
the House to save their mem-
bership and ensure their
remuneration kept flowing
in. He demanded that the
Speaker expunge Rehana's
entire speech from the pro-
ceedings.

Opposition Chief Whip
Zainul Abdin Farrooque
backed Rehana and said it
was natural that his party
MPs would condemn the
government as it had failed
to deliver all thatithad prom-
ised. He said opposition MPs
would stop using vulgar and
abusive words if the treasury
bench refrained from doing
the same.

Foreign Minister Dipu
Moni, while making a state-
ment on Bangladesh's vic-
tory over Myanmar at a UN
court on maritime bound-
ary, said the words Rehana
used were not used even in
red light areas.

She said the BNP MP
used indecent and vulgar
words and the opposition
leader encouraged her by
applauding.

WHAT REHANA SAID

The Speaker gave Rehana 12
minutes to speak on the
thanksgiving motion but
from the very beginning, she
used vulgar words.

“You are the godfather of
terrorist as terrorists hide
under your sari,” she said,

hinting at Sheikh Hasina.

Rehana also termed the
FBI agents, who came to
Dhaka to testify against

Khaleda's son Tarique
Rahman in a money laun-
dering case, “witches”,
“ohosts”, “monkeys”, “Satan’,
etc. Khaleda Zia was then
seen smiling and thumping
her desk in approval quite a
few times.

Rehana also said the state
minister for law would have
to flee the country without
his clothes; and when he
talks it smells like sewage.
She also accused Sajeeb
Wajed Joy, son of Hasina, of
doing business with state
money.

After Rehana completed
her speech, Speaker Abdul
Hamid, who was presiding
over the sitting, said all inde-
cent and unparliamentarily
words would be expunged
from the proceedings.
OPPOSITION'S RETURN
Led by Khaleda Zia, opposi-
tion MPs of the BNPB Jamaat-
e-Islami, Bangladesh Jatiya
Party and Liberal Democratic
Party entered the House at

5:12pm vyesterday, minutes
before the House resumed its
business.

Within moments the
leader of the House, Sheikh
Hasina, entered the chamber.

Khaleda Zia was last in
the House on March 15 last
year while the BNP-led oppo-
sition deputies were last
there on March 24 last year.

Yesterday Khaleda left the
House before Maghreb
prayers.

Earlier, Hamid told the
House that he was “very,
very" happy at the opposi-
tion's return to the House. He
also hoped that the House
would become lively with the
opposition's participation.

Meanwhile, the House
yesterday granted 90-day
leave to opposition MP Kazi
Mofazzal Hossain Kaykobad
on health grounds.

The House unanimously
gave consent to it when
Speaker Abdul Hamid raised
the matter.

The Speaker read out a
letter from the BNP law-
maker, now under treatment
inSingapore, seeking leave.

Khaleda's name
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Pak intelligence agency pay-
ing Khaleda Zia Rs 50 million,
the BNP yesterday claimed to
have a copy of Durrani's state-
ment, which "does not con-
tain Khaleda'sname".

Talking to reporters at the
party headquarters in the
capital, BNP's acting secre-
tary general Mirza Fakhrul
Islam Alamgir said, “I have
the affidavit copy with the full
list of those who were named
by Durrani. It does not con-
tain names of any individuals
outside Pakistan.”

He also alleged that an
Indian journalist had spread
the "rumour that was not
even covered by any
Pakistan newspaper”.

The BNP leader, however,
did not specify the time when
the statement was made.
Durrani has made more than
one statement in the court in
a petition that alleges ISI
rigged the 1990 general elec-
tions in Pakistan. The latest
came on Wednesday, accord-
ing to reports.

A March 14 report in
Pakistani newspaper The
Express Tribune says the
statement Durrani made in
1999 is still a classified docu-
ment.

According to media
reports, names of the BNP and
its chief cropped up during
hearing on the petition over
ISI's funding for politicians
both “within and outside
Pakistan”. The intelligence
agency had allegedly given
the money to the Bangladesh

Nationalist Party for the 1991
parliamentary polls.

BNP sources said the
party would talk directly
with Durrani with the help of
the Pakistan high commis-
sionin Dhaka.

A senior leader of the
main opposition party said
they would send rejoinders
to the foreign media that had
carried Khaleda's name.

Meanwhile, a close aide
to Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has told The Daily
Star the government will
contact the Bangladesh high
commission in Islamabad to
get a copy of the statement
and related documents.

The government will take
the initiative in countering
the BNP's denial that it
received any funds from the
IS, added the premier's aide.

A senior foreign ministry
official yesterday said the
ministry was yet to receive
any directives from govern-
ment high-ups about seek-
ing documents from the
Pakistani court. Nor has the
Bangladesh mission in
Islamabad communicated
anything to Dhaka regarding
the alleged admission.

Mahbubul Alam Hanif,
joint general secretary of the
ruling Awami League, yes-
terday said the government
should probe the allegation
and take stern action.

“We take Durrani's state-
ment as true since it was
made in court,” he told The
Daily Star.

Concern over HC rule
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Likewise, he criticised the
ongoing political confronta-
tion, saying that it could lead
to a rise of forces similar to
thoseof1/11.

“Earlier, analysts, includ-
ing politicians, had
expressed similar apprehen-
sions, which comes out of
the urge to maintain the
continuity of democracy.
Such apprehensions against
the backdrop of the confron-
tational politics pursued by
the two main political par-
ties is not irrational,” said
the statement.

Citizens think that it is
their basic right, which has
been recognised in the con-
stitution, to express con-
cerns on any political crisis,
and the High Court's
responsibility is to protect
citizens' fundamental rights
tospeech and conscience.

“Instead, the court has
issued a rule asking the
home secretary, IGP of
police and police commis-
sioner of Dhaka why sedi-
tion charge against Asif
Nazrul will not be brought.
We think such a step by the
High Court is a threat to
citizens' free thinking, right
to speech and freedom of
media,” the statement said.

The eminent citizens also
said that they noticed with
concern that the same
bench of the court had taken
a number of similar steps on
its own or on the basis of
appeals.

Earlier, a bench of the
High Courtissued a rule and
summoned the participants
of a talk show of another
private television channel.

Such continuous steps by
the High Court have made
its role questionable in the
matter of protecting peo-
ple's right to speech and
freedom of media.

“We think the High Court
will lose its strength and
acceptability if it continues
to issue rules and brings to
book citizens for exercising
their rights to speech and
thought instead of protect-
ing them,” the statement
read.

They urged the authori-
ties concerned to make sure
that the High Court played a
more sensitive role with
regard to right to speech and
freedom of the media.

Those who issued the
statement include Prof
Muzaffer Ahmad, M
Hafizuddin Khan, Dr Badiul
Alam Majumder, barrister
Manzoor Hasan, Mahmudur
Rahman Manna, Prof
Salahuddin Aminuzzaman,
Dr Shahdeen Malik, Nurul
Kabir, Prof Pias Karim, Prof
Amena Mohsin, Prof Anu
Muhammad, Prof Shahnaz
Huda, barrister Andaleeb
Rahman, Rubana Haque,
Prof Dilara Chowdhury, Dr
Zafarullah Chowdhury,
Shirin Haque, Mizanur
Rahman Khan, Abu Sayeed
Khan, Monir Haider.

Journos'
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The other demands include

trial of all the killings of
journalists in the past, stop-
ping oppression on them
and ensuring freedom of the
press.

"We want to observe our
programmes in a disciplined
manner. If it crosses our
tolerance level the home
ministry, administration
and law enforcers will be
responsible for that," said
Igbal Sobhan Chowdhury.

Journalists also sharply

Sit-1n

reacted to a High Court
directive to the media
regarding reports on the
murder of the journalist
couple, saying that it was
interference in the freedom
of press.

An HC bench, on
February 28, directed the
information secretary to
take steps within 24 hours to
ensure the media does not
publish any speculative

news reporton the incident.
About the HC directives,

he urged the chief justice to

remain alert about those
judges who issued such
directives so as to avoid a
face-off between the media
and the judiciary.

Addressing the rally,
Ruhul Amin Gazi said if the
sovernment fails to arrest
the killers, journalists will
find them out through an
investigation committee
formed by themselves.

BFU] secretary general
Shawkat Mahmud claimed
the journalist couple were
killed because they had a lot

ofinformation.

Senior journalist
Reazuddin Ahmed, another
BFUJ secretary general
Abdul Jalil Bhuiyan, DU]
presidents Abdus Shahid
and Omar Faruque, general
secretaries Baker Hossain
and Shaban Mahmud, DRU
president Sakhawat
Hossain Badsha and gen-
eral secretary Sajjad Alom
Khan Topu, among others,
spoke there.

A few hundred journalists
working in the capital and

many in other parts of the
country took partin the rally.

They also demanded
immediate resignation of
the home minister for her
failure to arrest the killers
after 38 days of killing.

Earlier, on February 27,
journalists across the coun-
try abstained from work for
one hour and on March 1
observed a six-hour token
hunger strike at the Jatiya
Press Club to press home the
demands.

Climate 'tech fixes' urged for Arctic methane
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could cool the planet.

The Edinburgh University
academic has previously
suggested whitening clouds
usingspecially-builtships.

At a meeting in Westminster
organised by the Arctic
Methane Emergency Group
(Ameg), Prof Salter told MPs
that the situation in the Arctic
was so serious that ships might

taketoolong.
"Idon't think there'stimeto

do ships for the Arctic now,” he
said.

"We'd need a bit of land, in
clean air and the right distance
north... where you can cool

water flowinginto the Arctic."
Favoured locations would

be the Faroes andislandsin the

Bering Strait, he said.

Towers would be con-
structed, simplified versions of
what has been planned for
ships.

In summer, seawater would
be pumped up to the top using
some kind of renewable energy,

and out through the nozzles
thatare nowbeing developed at
Edinburgh University, which
achieve incredibly fine droplet
size.

In an idea first proposed by
US physicist John Latham, the
fine droplets of seawater pro-
vide nuclei around which
water vapour cancondense.

This makes the average
droplet size in the clouds
smaller, meaning they appear
whiter and reflect more of the
Sun's incoming energy back
into space, cooling the Earth.
ONMELTINGICE
The area of Arctic Ocean cov-
ered by ice each summer has
declined significantly over the
last few decades as air and sea

tlemperatures haverisen.
For each of the last four

years, the September mini-
mum has seen about two-
thirds of the average cover for
the years 1979-2000, which is
used a baseline. The extent
covered at other times of the
year hasalso beenshrinking.

What more concerns some
scientists is the falling volume
ofice.

Peter Wadhams, professor
of ocean physics at Cambridge
University, presented an anal-
ysis drawing on data and mod-
elling from the PIOMAS ice
volume project at the
University of Washington in
Seattle.

It suggests, he said, that
Septembers could be ice-free
withinjustafewvyears.

"In 2007, the water [off
northern Siberia] warmed up
to about 5C (41F) in summer,
and this extends down to the
sea bed, melting the offshore
permafrost.”

Among the issues this raises
is whether the ice-free condi-
tions will quicken release of
methane currently trapped in
the sea bed, especially in the
shallow waters along the
northern coast of Siberia,
Canadaand Alaska.

Methane is a much more
potent greenhouse gas than

carbon dioxide, though it does
not last as long in the atmo-
sphere.

Several teams of scientists
trying to measure how much
methane is actually being
released have reported seeing
vast bubbles coming up
through the water - although
analysing how much this mat-
ters is complicated by the
absence of similar measure-
ments frompreviousdecades.

Nevertheless, Prof
Wadhams told MPs, the
release could be expected to
getstronger over time.,

"With 'business-as-usual’
greenhouse gas emissions, we
might have warming of 9-10C
intheArctic.

"That will cement in place
the ice-free nature of the Arctic
Ocean - it will release methane
from offshore, and a lot of the
methaneonlandaswell."

This would - in turn - exacer-
bate warming, across the Arctic
andtherestoftheworld.

Abrupt methane releases

from frozen regions may have
played a major role in two
events, 55 and 251 million
years ago, that extinguished
much ofthelife then on Earth.

Meteorologist Lord (Julian)
Hunt, who chaired the meet-
ing of the All Party
Parliamentary Group on
Climate Change, clarified that
an abrupt methane release
from the current warming was
not inevitable, describing that
as "an issue for scientific
debate".

Buthealsosaid thatsomein
the scientific community had
been reluctant to discuss the
possibility.

"There is quite a lot of sup-
pression and non-discussion
of issues that are difficult, and
one of those is in fact meth-
ane," he said, recalling a reluc-
tance on the part of at least one
senior scientists involved in
the Arctic Climate Impact
Assessment to discuss the
impact that a methane release
mighthave.
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Indian rail minister Trivedi quits
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“I spoke to Trinamool

Congress chief Mamata

Banerjee this [Sunday] morn-
ing and she gave a clear-cut

direction to me that it was

the party's decision I should

resign. And I am a [disci-

plined] soldier...I must obey
the party's decision,” Trivedi

told media persons.

“Since Trinamool
Congress was instrumental
in making me the railway
minister, I thought I should
quit by abiding by the party's
directive,” he said.

Trivedi was understood
to have sent his resignation
to Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh.

Trivedi said he was thank-

ful to Mamata Banerjee to
have made him the railway
minister and he has “high
respectand regard” for her.

The rail budget for the
new financial year 2012-13,
which starts on April next,
was presented in parliament
by Trivedi four days ago
which, among other things,
effect a stiff across-the-
board hike in passenger fare,
drawing condemnation
from Trinamool Congress
and Mamata.

On Friday last, Mamata
had faxed a letter to Singh
seeking the removal of Trivedi
and replacing him by her
trusted aide Mukul Roy, who is
now a junior federal minister

inshipping ministry.

Roy is expected to be the
new railway minister with
cabinet status.

Trivedi, an industrialist-
lawmaker who hails from
western state of Gujarat, had
yesterday said that he wanted
a communication in writing
from Mamata that she
wanted him to quit as railway
minister, a demand rejected
by Trinamool Congress.

Yesterday, Trivedi said he
spoke to Mamata to clear the
“confusion” created by flip-
flop statements from
Trinamool Congress' parlia-
mentary party leader Sudip
Bandopadhyay about what
the partywanted Triveditodo.

Dhaka not
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the Court of Arbitration,” said

a senior official of the foreign
ministry.

Indian High Commissioner
in Dhaka Pankaj Saran on
Saturday expressed New
Delhi's willingness to discuss
and resolve the maritime

boundary issue with
Bangladesh bilaterally.

Asked whether Dhaka
would respond to New Delhi's
suggestion for talks, the official,
who wanted not to be named,
said, "Are you crazy? Why
should we go for bilateral dis-
cussion with India now? The
arbitration process for the
settlement is now going ahead
and we want toresolve the issue
indue course.”

The official said
Bangladesh had repeatedly
asked India to the table for
talks before lodging the case
on October 8, 2009.

interested

Bangladesh proposed talks
even in January, 2010, when
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
visited New Delhi.

Instead of responding to
Bangladesh's calls, India drew
its line on the map of the Bay
of Bengal unfairly and unlaw-
fully and that encouraged
Myanmar to do the same, the
official said.

Finding no alternative to
resolving the disputes,
Bangladesh lodged the cases
against India and Myanmar
with the two UN courts.

Another foreign ministry
official said it would not be at
all wise to withdraw the case
from the UN court and go for
bilateral talks with India as
progress has been made in the
arbitration process.

“It may be a trap, we should
not step into any trap,” he said,
adding, “The condition of the

coalition government in India
seems very vulnerable and this
government cannot deliver
Bangladesh any good, so we
should notmake anyimportant
decision with India like the
maritime boundaryissue.”

The official cited the exam-
ples of the recently signed
agreements, including
Protocol on Land Boundary
Agreement and non-signing
of the Teesta water-sharing
treaty.

Foreign Minister Dipu
Moni on Saturday informed
the new Indian high commis-
sioner that the arbitration
process to settle the maritime
boundary issue is going
ahead and it would be
resolved in due course.

She is expected to make
Bangladesh's position clear
again at a press conference
scheduled for thisafternoon.

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Ministry of Local Government, Rural Development & Cooperatives

Local Government Division

Urban Public and Environmental Health Sector Development Project

Request for Expression of Interest (EOI)
for Individual National Consultant
(Asstt. Programmer)

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

1 | Ministry/Division Local Government Division.
2 | Agency Urban Public and Environmental Health Sector Development
Project (UPEHSDP)
3 | Procuring entity Project Director, PMU, UPEHSDP.,
4 | Procuring entity code Not used.
9 | Procuring entity district Dhaka.
6 | Expression of interest for | Individual National Consultant (Assistant Programmer-IT
selection of Expert).
7 | EOI Ref No. UPEHSDP/UPEHU/2011-12/43/1440
8 | Date 211212011
KEY INFORMATION
9 | Procurement method Selection of Individual Consultant (SIC).
FUNDING INFORMATION
10 | Budget and source of fund Asian Development Bank (ADB).
11 | Development partner Asian Development Bank (ADB).
PARTICULAR INFORMATION
12 | Project/program code 37-3701-7479
13 | Project/program name Urban Public and Environmental Health Sector Development
Project (UPEHSDP).
14 | EOI closing Date Time
10/04/2012 05:00pm
INFORMATION FOR APPLICANT
16 | Brief » Wil be overall in-charge of management information system of the
description of program to establish a efficient and effective computerized management
assignment systems in the Urban Public and Environmental Health Unit (UPEHU) and
City Corporation Project Implementation Units (CCPIUs) as well as the
other facilities to be supported under the projects including the Sanitary
Landfills, Public Health Laboratories and Slaughter Houses;

» Will develop and supervise the maintenance of website for the program
and ensure its frequent updating;

» Will develop local area network and internet for the program and ensure
that servers and data backup are managed;

» Assist in procuring computerization related software and hardware;

» Develop electronic formats for reporting of performance of the program;

» Assist CCPIUs to submit the reports about their activities in timely and
relevant manner;

» Analyze the reports and submit it to the higher authorities with comments
for further improvement of the system or for decision making;

» Arrange training of the relevant partner official on using the formats
electronically;

» Prepare periodic program report for development partners, Government
and City Corporations (CCs);

» Develop computerized financial management system (planning, budgeting,
financial reporting) for the project and City Corporations;

» Computerized billing and collection system and tax records at CCs;

# Install web based information management and disclosure perform any
other responsibilities that are bestowed with by the relevant higher
authority,

17 | Qualification  and | Will have bachelors or PG Diploma in Computer Science at least 7
experience years of relevant work experience. Should have demonstrated skills of
managing a successful information management project from inception
to its successful implementation
20 Ref Duration of Location | Indicative start date | Indicative completion date
No. services
S 1 12 months Dhaka May, 2012 April, 2013
PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS
21 | Name of official inviting EOI Naim Ahmed Khan.
22 | Designation of official inviting EOl | Project Director, PMU, UPEHSDP.
23 | Address of official inviting EOI Urban Public and Environmental Health Sector
Development Project, 5, Phoenix Road, Nagar Bhaban
(South), Level-11, Fulbaria, Dhaka.
24 | Confact details of official inviting | Phone: 88029513786 | e-mail: pd.upehsdp@gmail.com
EQI
25 | The consultant will be selected following the PPR-2008 selection.
The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject all EOl without showing any
reason whatsoever.

Interested applicant shall have to submit Expression of Interest with their CV and a forwarding
letter, mentioning name, father's name, mother's name, present & permanent address with contact
phone number & e-mail address, date of birth, nationality, academic qualification, membership in
professional societies, experience records, training received, accompanied by attested copies of
recently snapped photographs (2 copies), copies of all academic certificates, experience & training
certificates to the undersigned in sealed envelope by post or courier service.
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Naim Ahmed Khan
Joint Secretary, GOB &
Project Director, UPRHSDP



