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reading books and writing new scripts. [ watch
a lot of movies. Weekends for me always mean
watching new films.

Kolkata, India staged the dance-
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tives of Chokh Film Society, a cultural
organisation on SUST campus, to pay
homage to the iconic actor Humayun
Faridee, informed Mehedi Hasan, presi-
dent of the organisation.

Inspired by the time-honoured myth
of “Manasa Mangal” or Behula-
Lakhindar, the film has been directed
by Tanim Noor.

“I cannot forget the co-operation
and hard work of Humayun Faridee

The festival is held every year to 1:00  BBCWorld News
celebrate the culture and traditions
of the local indigenous communi-
ties. People from different areas of
greater Mymensingh throng the
venue during the event. Young
indigenous men and women attend
the function in colourful attire,
performing their traditional songs

and dance numbers.

different national dailies etc were 0630  DeshTopChat
present at the function.

The artistes of the academy along
with the indigenous young men and
women performed ethnic dances
and songs. They also performed

dance numbers to Bangla songs.
The 35 stalls at the festival which

displayed traditional items of food,

attire, musical instruments, orna-

Birishiri Tribal Cultural Academy in
Durgapur, Netrakona.

On Friday, Promod Mankin, State
Minister for Cultural Affairs, inau-
gurated the festival as chief guest.
The Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner of Netrakona, Anwar Hossen
Chowdhury, presided over the func-
tion and Police Superintendent of
Netrakona, Joydeb Bhadra, was

as a national award-winning
singer too.

No one was perhaps more
surprised than Rupa herself when
the jury for the Indian National
Film Awards 2011 announced last
Wednesday that she was
adjudged the best female play-
back singer for her songs in the
Bengali feature film
“Abosheshey”.

“I am happy but I am more
surprised. When I heard the news
the first thing which came to my
mind was that Shreya Ghoshal
should have won it. I love her
music,” said the 45-year-old
actress who shot into fame with
her role of Draupadi in the TV
serial “Mahabharat”.

It was on the insistence of the
“Abosheshey” director Aditi Roy that
Rupa had agreed to lend her husky
voice for two Rabindra Sangeet.

“She {Aditi) was hell-bent that
I sing. They said since the songs
are without any instrumental
music, only I can sing well in
such a situation. I think it worked
out well because the songs are an
integral part of that character,”
said Rupa.

Rupa made her mark as an
actress in films like the Goutam

ment, enjoyed the film along with her
classmates Zubaida Tanzeen Shanta,
Jayati Dutta, Swapna Rani Roy and
Kajal Das. “The inner significance of
the film touched me greatly as it seems
to me that the film will inspire women
to be braver, confident and self-
dependent,” explained Marwa from
her sociological perspective to The
Daily Star.
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could not but render a melodious
bandish, “Aayori basanta”, set on Raga
Hindoli. And last but not the least, Ustad
Anil Kumar Saha presented a truncated
version of Raga Desh. His fashioning of a
melodic alaap followed by a monsoon-
inspired bandish, “JThuma barase badaria
saawan ki", seemingly captivated the
hearts of many.

Imtiaz Sultan played teentaal on his
tabla while Aloke Kumar Sen was on
harmonium during the performances.

Ustad Md. Yousuf Khan was the last
performer of the soiree. The artiste
played a dhun on his sarod. He featured
the melody of Raga Jila Kafi, presenting
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Uchchhas Lalitakala Academy held a
classical music soiree at Poet Sufia
Kamal auditorium of Bangladesh
National Museum on March 9. The
founder principal of the academy,
Sharifa Quader, led a choral rendition of
khayal with a tarana set on Raga Behag
that set off the soiree.

Ustad Anil Kumar Saha was next to
take the stage. The artiste first performed
a khayal based on Raga Puria Kalyan. The
vilambit bandish, “Aaj rangeele man
bhaye”, of the raga seemed to have a

channels).

told me that I sing well. But then
there are not many actors in India
who can sing well,” Rupa said
adding she was always very seri-
ous about singing but never took
it up as a profession.

Always fond of music,
Rabindra Sangeet in particular,
she started having formal train-
ing in music at the age of 17.

She had even launched a

schedule don't allow you to take
care of your voice or give you the
time to practice,” said the actress.

She recalls a 20-year-old inci-
dent when legendry Bengali musi-
cian Hemanta Mukhopadhyay
had appreciated her voice.

“He said if [ would have taken
music as a career, | would have
done very well,” Rupa said.

Asked whether after winning

am, 4:00 am
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Sultan on tabla (vilambit ektaal and

teentaal) accompanied the vocalist.
As spring was in the air, the artiste

acting has a serious clash with
musical profession. The work
environment and the hectic

“I sing only because I love to
sing. And I think that is what
makes it special,” she said.

But those close to her knew
her vocal abilities too. “My
friends and teachers have always

12:10pm
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~ ister GM Quader and other dignitaries
' were in the audience to enjoy the musi-

cal event.
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Ustad Anil Kumar Saha (L) performs at the soiree.




