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" Exhibition

Shilpakala Academy
Date: March 2-16

Time: 3-8pm

18th Young Artists' Art

Venue: National Art Gallery,

Theatre

Play: Shikhandi Kotha
Troupe: Mahakal

Venue: Mational Theatre Hall,
Shilpakala Academy

Date: March 11

"
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Festival

Venue: Rabindra Sarobar,
Dhanmondi

Date: March 9-11

Time: 4pm onwards

Human Rights Theatre

deceased members.

On the first day, prior to the staging of the play
“Apod’, the inaugural and award giving cere-
mony were held. Law Minister Barrister Shafique
Ahmed was the chief guest. Veteran theatre per-
sonality Mamunur Rashid and general secretary

of Shammilito Sangskritik Jote, Hasan Arif, were

Solo Art Exhibition
Title: Quest for Self
Artist: Qayyum Chowdhury

Venue: Bengal Gallery, Dhanmondi
Date: March 9-22

Time: 12pm-8pm

programme.

Tithe: Chandalika
India, Dhaka

Date: March 11
Time: 6:30pm

Tagore Dance-Drama
Organiser: High Commission of

Venue: Muslim Hall, Chittagong
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Group Art Exhibition
Title: Freedom in Creativity
Yenue: Galleri Kaya, H-20,
R-16, Sector-4, Uttara
Date: March 8-19

Time: 11am-7:30pm
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said Kuddus.

Theatre
Play: Rakto Karobi

Venue: National Theatre Hall,

Shilpakala Academy
Date: March 11
Time: 7pm

Troupe: Nagorik Natyasampraday

start occurring.

Duet Painting Exhibition
Title: Title Untitled

Artists: ASM Mustafa Jamil
Akbar Shamim & MM Maizuddin
Venue: Bengal Art Lounge, 60
Gulshan Avenue, Cirde 1

signed the light.

memorial fair inaugurated

Dignitaries participated in the programme.

SusHANTA GHOSH, Barisal
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A two-day long fair, in memory of
poet Abu Zafar Obaidullah, kicked
off last Thursday at his native village

Baherchar under Babuganj upazila of

Barisal with a call to preserve the
memory of this noted poet and
undertake studies on his life and

achievements.
The programme was organised by

Poet Abu Zafar Obaidullah Smriti
Pathagar (memorial library) at its
premises to observe the 11th death
and 78th birth anniversary of the
poet.

Atikur Rahman, president of the
library, presided over the first day's
programme.

Renowned journalists,
educationists, socio-cultural-
political personalities such as Jute
and Textile Minister Abdul Latif
Siddiki; poet Belal Chowdhury; law-
makers Hasanul Huq Inu, Rashed
Khan Menon; BCC Mayor Shawkat
Hossain Hiron; historian Sirajuddin
Ahmed; Barisal University Vice-
chancellor Dr. Muhammad Harunor
Rashid Khan; Education Ministry
secretary Dr. Kamal Abdul Naser
Chowdhury; media personality
Nowazesh Ali Khan; cultural activist

Ahkamullah along with the poet's
family members Sadek Khan,
Shahidullah Khan Badal, Begum
Selima Rahman, Dr. Naila Khan, Dr.
Riaz Arshad Khan, Masud Khan
Sujon and Anik Rashed Khan
addressed the gathering on the first-
day.

People from different parts of the
region participated in the
programmes, which included a dis-
cussion on the life and achievements
of the poet, reception to freedom
fichters and meritorious students,
poetry recitation competition, patri-
otic songs and dances and a tradi-
tional village fair.

The participants and discussants
said that Obaidullah was a promi-
nent figure of the Language Move-
ment and played a seminal role in
Bangladesh's literature and culture.

Obaidullah always talked about
the joys and sorrows, struggles and
lives of the rural people in his works
and the images and legends of eter-
nal Bengal were elaborated by him.

Obaidullah was awarded the
Ekushey Padak and Bangla Academy
Padak for his contribution to Bangla
literature.

Theatre troupe Dhaka Padatik held a two-day
programme on March 9 and 10 at the National
Theatre Hall, Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy to
celebrate its 32nd anniversary. The troupe staged
two of its recent plays on the days and arranged
an award giving ceremony in honour of two of its

special guests. Golam Kuddus, president of
Dhaka Padatik, presided over the inaugural

At the ceremony, the organisers felicitated
Syed Dulal, chief of Barisal based theatre troupe
Shabdabali and Akhtaruzzaman, chief of
Shomoy Sangskritik Goshthi, for their contribu-
tion to Bangladeshi theatre. They were respec-
tively awarded with Abul Kashem Dulal Padak
and Gazi Zakir Hossain Padak.

Highlighting its over three decade long jour-
ney, Dhaka Padatik's founder general secretary
and now chief, Golam Kuddus, said that since its
inception the troupe has been working to en-
courage the formation of a liberal society.
“Through its productions, the troupe has been
promoting the country's traditions and culture,”

The two plays -- “Apod” and “Paicho Chorer
Kissa" -- that the troupe staged during the cele-
bration are such examples.

“Apod” is an adaptation of Rabindranath
Tagore's literary work with the same title. The
play has been directed by Masum Aziz.

The story of the play zooms in on a woman
named Kiran. She is ill and the doctor suggests
her to go to the countryside. Kiran goes to coun-
tryside and starts to live in a bungalow. A
stranger, Neelkanta, suddenly appears on a
stormy night. After his arrival strange incidents

The troupe staged its folk themed play “Paicho
Chorer Kissa” on the second day. The play is a

Poet Abu Zafar Obaidullah
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The cast featured Sonita Nasrin, Tariqul
Islam, Masum Aziz, Kazi Aminur, Sabiha
Zaman and Md. Zakaria. Kiriti Ranjan Biswas
was the set designer, while Amlan Biswas de-

collection of folk stories from the greater Khulna
region. No particular individual has been cred-
ited for the direction of the play.

Kazi Shila, Masud Ahmed, Shaon Roy, Shahnaz
Joya, Liton Chakroborty, Shonita Nasrin and
Salauddin Rahat enacted different roles in the
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Dhaka Padatik celebrates
32Nnd anniversary
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A scene from “Apod”.

PHOTO COURTESY: DHAKA PADATIK

play. Aminur Rahman designed the light, while
Kazi Shila designed the costumes for the play.

Among over 30 productions, the most staged
play by Dhaka Padatik is “Khyapa Paglar
Pyachal”. Written and directed by SM Solaiman,
the play saw 394 shows so far.

Three-day street theatre festival in Jessore

PONUEL S BOSE, from Jessore
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A three-day street theatre festival
began in Jessore at Raushan Ali Stage
of the Town Hall premises on March 8.
Organised by Bangladesh Udichi
Shilpi Goshthi, Jessore district unit,
and sponsor by Talukder Group, the
festival concluded yesterday.

Presided over by SM Maruf Hasan,
convenor, Potho Natok Udjapon
Parishad, the festival was inaugurated
by lawmaker Advocate Khan Tipu
Sultan. Samsul Arefin, managing
director of Talukder Group and AHM
Mazharul Islam Montu attended the
inaugural programme as special
guests. Advocate Kazi Abdus Shahid
Lal, adviser, Udichi's Jessore unit,
spoke at the discussion. Khondokar
Sharif Reza Topu, member secretary,
Potho Natok Udjapon Parishad, deliv-

—

Artistes stage a street play in the festival.

ered the welcome speech.

This was followed by the staging of
“Banglar Kotha, Banglar Gatha” by
Udichi Jessore. Udichi Magura staged
“Roktakto Shomoy”; Dorshona

Onirban Theatre performed “Pocket
Marer Pachali”; Jhikorgacha Biborton
performed “Khekshial” and Shekor

Jessore staged "Hollabol".
A fair was also held at the venue.

Children's magazine Rangdhonu turns 25

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet
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The concluding function of the
month-long programme in obser-
vance of the 25 years of Rangdhonu, a
monthly for children, was held last
Tuesday at the Mohammad Ali Gym-
nasium in Sylhet city.

The daylong event included an edu-
cation fair, art contest and wall maga-
zine competition. About 200 children
from different primary schools in the
region took part in the event.

Director general of Bangla
Academy, Shamsuzzaman Khan, was
present as chief guest at the conclud-
ing function. He later gave away prizes
among the winners of the competi-
tion. Veteran educationists, Professor
Md. Abdul Aziz and Professor
Mahmudur Rahman delivered
speeches, among others, while execu-
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Children at the art contest.

FIVDB has been running 396 pri-
mary schools in the greater Sylhet
region for over three decades and also
publishes a children's magazine.

tive director of the NGO, Friends in
Village Development, Bangladesh
(FIVDB), inaugurated the function in
the morning,
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Tagore paintings at BAU

AMINUL ISLAM, Mymensingh

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

An exhibition of Tagore's paintings
brought a large number of art enthu-
siasts together.

The three-day exhibition was held
at Bangladesh Agricultural University
(BAU) campus, marking the 31st
Jatiyo Rabindra Sangeet Sammelan
(National Rabindra Sangeet Confer-
ence) here. The exhibition concluded
yesterday.

The exhibition of Tagore's paint-
ings is the fourth of its kind. Earlier
such exhibitions were held in Dhaka
in 2010 while they were held in Pabna
and Dinajpur in 2011.

Around 80 paintings on nature,
portraits, flowers and birds caught
the attention of visitors who
thronged the venue. The guests and
eminent Tagore artistes at the confer-
ence also visited the exhibition.

The rare paintings sketched by
Tagore, between 1920 to 1941, are a
priceless collection of JRSSP, said
Dilip Dutta, organising secretary of
Jatiyo Rabindra Sangeet Sammelan
Parishad's (JRSSP) central unit.

He also said that a total of 105
paintings were collected from Visva
Bharati through the kind cooperation

Visitors at the exhibition.

of the Indian High Commission in
Dhaka.

Though the paintings were not
accorded full recognition in the sub-
continent in Tagore's lifetime, they
garnered much acclaim in many
European countries then, said Dutta.

The paintings were exhibited in
many countries including Germany,
Hungary and France, and European
art critics highly praised Tagore and
his artworks, Dutta told The Daily
Star.

About the exhibition, Jahid
Mustafa, a Tagore artiste from Dhaka
said that Tagore's paintings are not
very familiar to the layperson and
this is a welcome step by JRSSP to
bring such timeless works to the
common people.

Earlier, the national level confer-
ence and the first of its kind in
Mymensingh, began at Shilpacharya
Zainul Abedin Auditorium of BAU
(March 8). Veteran Tagore artiste Kazi
Shahjahan Hafiz inaugurated the
conference.

JRSSP central unit organised the
event.

Some 500 artistes and organisers
from Dhaka and 76 branches of
JRSSP throughout the country joined
the conference.
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PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi
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Actor Joy Mukherjee, who fea-
tured in some of the biggest musi-
cal hits of Bollywood in the

1960s, died in a hospital in
Mumbai on Friday following a
prolonged illness. He was 73.

Mukherjee, uncle to actresses
Kajol and Rani Mukherjee, was
admitted to hospital a few days ago
following respiratory problems. He
is survived by his wife and three
children.

Ask old
timers of
Bollywood and
they would
immediately
recall
Mukherjee's hit
song with Asha
Parekh, giving
his lips to
Mohammad
Rafi's number
“Le gayi dil
gudiya Japan
ki” in the 1966
movie “Love
in Tokyo”.

The veteran actor took to act-
ing almost by accident. His
father, well-known producer
Sashadhar Mukherjee who co-
founded Fimalaya Studio, was
looking for a hero for his “Love in
Simla” when its scriptwriter
Aghajani Kashmiri thought that
Mukherjee would be ideally
suited for the role. His successful
debut was followed by a hat-trick
of musical hit films “Phir Wohi

‘Bollywood actor
Joy Mukherjee
passes away

T

Dil Laya Hoon", “Ziddi” and “Love
In Tokyo”.

Unlike the Joy Mukherjee-Asha
Parekh successful on screen pair-
ing, only one of Mukherjee's
films with Saira Banu was a big
hit at the box-office. Of the five
films they did together, “Shagird”,
“Duur Ki Awaaz", "Aao Pyar
Karen”, “Saaz Aur Awaaz" and
“Yeh Zindagi Kitni Haseen Hain"”
-- only the thriller, “Shagird” did
well at the box-office.

Lanky and
soft-faced
Mukherjee
endeared
himself to
women fans
of the 1960s.

Yesteryears
actress Mala
Sinha, who
acted oppo-
site
Mukherjee in
"Humsaya’",
produced by
him, recalled
that he was
“one of the most hard-working
and disciplined actors of our
time.”

Mukherjee also acted in films
such as “Ehsaan”, “Puraskar”, “Aag
aur Daag’, "Anjana’, "Kahin Aar
Kahin Paar”, but his charm had
faded by then. His days in
Bollywood ended with the advent
of Rajesh Khanna on the scene.
In 1977, he directed "Chhaila
Babu” featuring Rajesh and
Zeenat Aman.

DHAKA SUNDAY MARCH 11, 2012

Lane Asha
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It was a star-studded affair. Some of
the most prominent stars of Bangla-
desh turned up at the Army Sta-
dium in Dhaka on March 9, 2012.
Well-known personalities in the
fields of music, films, television,
fashion etc. had all gathered to
watch and listen to the South Asian
music icon, Asha Bhosle.

A unique presentation by City
Bank; organised by MACOMM and
sponsored by Icon, Coca Cola, the
concert titled “Eternal Asha” began
a little before 8 pm in the evening.
Radio Today and ntv were the media
pariners.

While the audience was settling
down in the stadium, Indian singer
Sudesh Bhonsle decided to warm
up the ambiance with a few num-
bers -- “Meri Mehbub”, “Yeh Jo
Mohabbat Hai", "Inteha Ho Gayi
Intezaar Ki” and much more. A
group of at least 12 musicians had
joined him, along with a three-
member choir consisting of female
vocalists. Not only did Sudesh hold
sway over the audience with his

songs, but also amused them with a
few jokes and mimicked famous
actors, like Amitabh Bachchan.

As Asha Bhosle stepped on the
stage at around 8:30 pm, everyone
in the stadium gave her a standing
ovation. With classics like “O Mere
Sona”, “Pyar Karne Wale”, “Raat
Baaki Baat Baaki”, “Yeh Mera Dil",
“Chura Liya”, “Do Lafzon Ki Hai",
she got everyone to sing along with
her. Despite the fact that one of the
monitors on stage was not cooper-
ating, it was quite amusing to hear
her speak -- in a mix of Bengali,
Hindi and her mother tongue Mara-
thi, asking her sound engineer to do
something about it.

“I want to learn Bengali and
speak in the language!” -- she
exclaimed at one point. “But no one
will teach me!” -- she said, indicat-
ing to a Bengali friend sitting in the
audience.

The turning point of the evening
was when internationally acclaimed
Bangladeshi diva Runa Laila took
the stage to welcome Asha Bhosle
with flowers. Runa Laila suggested
that they sing her famous song
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“Damamdam Mast Qalandar”. As
the musicians jammed to the song,
Bhosle claimed that this was the
first time Runa Laila and she were
singing together on stage. “Thisisa
symbol of friendship between our
countries,” the veteran artiste said.

At the ripe age of 79, Asha Bhosle
showcased her indomitable energy
and spirit, especially when she did a
small session of mimicking other
legendary singers like Noorjehan,
Ghulam Ali Khan, Lata Mangeshkar
and Pandit Jasraj.

“I will return whenever you want
me to!” -- said Bhosle when Runa
Laila asked her when she would
come back to Bangladesh. “Would
you perform for us again tomor-
row?" -- asked Laila, to which the
older singer said, “Of course! I love
Bangladesh!”

The show went on till 11 pm with
more songs and duets sung by Asha
Bhosle and Sudesh Bhonsle.

ELITA KARIM IS EDITOR OF STAR CAMPUS.

Weeklong book and cultural
fair kicks off in Bhangura

Our CORRESPONDENT, Pabna
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A week-long book fair and cultural
festival kicked off in Bhangura
upazila of Pabna last Tuesday to
spark cultural awareness among
the people of Chalanbil region.
Bhangura Shocheton Shahitya-
Shangshkritik Parishad, a leading
cultural organisation of the
upazila has arranged the fair at
Bhangura Union High School
premises.

State Minister for Cultural Affairs,
Advocate Promod Mankin, inaugu-
rated the event as chief guest.

“Books are a storehouse of
knowledge. We gain enlightenment
through reading. Books remove all

Beetle Baily

YOU'VE BEEN
WORKING HARD

LETME PO
THE DISHES

darkness from society and so we
need to develop the habit of reading
books,” said Mankin.

Focusing on the cultural heritage
of Bangladesh, he went on to add,
“The arts are the lifeline of a nation.
We have struggled for our cultural
freedom. Culture is inextricably
linked to our lives and politics.”

President of Bhangura Shocheton
Shahitya-Shangshkritik Parishad,
Md. Abdul Khaleque, chaired the
inaugural programme while the
lawmaker of Pabna-3 constituency,
Md. Mokbul Hossain; Pabna Deputy
Comimissioner Md. Mostafizur
Rahman; Bhangura upazila chair-
man Baki Billah; UNO Md. Asadul
Haque; Municipality mayor Abdur
Rahman and secretary of BSSSP

Azad Khan spoke on the occasion.

BSSSP has been holding
weeklong book fairs and cultural
festivals in Bhangura upazila for the
last 19 years to generate cultural
awareness among the people of
Chalanbil region.

“People from Chatmohar,
Bhangura, Faridpur, Ullahpara and

other upazilas of Chalanbil region
used to come to this festival.
Through this festival we seek to
generate cultural awareness among
the people of this region,” said
BSSSP secretary Azad Khan.

Fifty stalls have been set up at the
fair. Painting, recitation and music
competitions among children are
held everyday at the fair drawing a
large crowd.

by Mort Walker

I CAN'T BELIEVE YOU
ACTUALLY RUN A WHOLE
ARMY CAMP
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