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Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu
May Bangladesh Live Forever
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Dr. Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury
State Minister

Ministry of Women and Children Affairs
Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Children, constituting about 45 percent of the population, are the future force
of Bangladesh. Bangladesh Constitution guarantees the rights of the children.
The government has taken initiatives to ensure promotion and protection of
the rights of the children. Over the years significant progress has been made
on several areas like gender parity in primary and secondary education, birth
registration, collection of data related to children, gradual eradication of the
worst forms of child labour, improving the juvenile justice system and eradicat-
ing violence against children. Ministry of Women and Children Affairs has
formulated the Children Policy, 2011 which includes all the issues related to
child protection and child welfare.

The Government also took very significant steps for the welfare of children
and their families such as widespread immunization of children, improvements
in child, maternal and neonatal health, early childhood education and ensuring
implementation of the national curriculum in all schools. We welcome the
support of other stakeholders in cooperating with the Government for the
well being of children.

| particularly appreciate Save the Children’s cooperation in achieving broad
scale, sustainable development of children rather than just making temporary
improvements in the situation for a small number of children. Save the
Children has emerged as an important partner in the Governments effort to
improve the status of children throughout the country. The Ministry looks
forward to working with Save the Children to explore all possible new
initiatives for child protection and development.

| am happy to know that all the four country offices of Save the Children have
merged into one entity called Save the Children in Bangladesh. | believe that
this organization will continue its efforts in cooperating with the Government
to bring positive changes in the lives of children in Bangladesh.
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| wish Save the Children all the success.
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Director General
NGO Affairs Bureau
Prime Minister’s Office
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It's my pleasure and privilege to congratulate Save the Children International

Save the Children previously worked to support children through Save the
Children USA, Save the Children UK, Save the Children Australia and Save the
Children Sweden-Denmark.They are exerting all their efforts for the better-
ment of the children in a concerted way. Bringing all programs together to
create a synergistic effort is a wonderful initiative for Save the Children.This
will contribute to overall development of children and fulfill their rights
through different diversified programs of Save the Children.

Government also believes that improvement of the children demands many
interrelated and inter dependent initiatives. Bangladesh Government is striving
hard to up-date the policies, laws and rules for ensuring the rights of the
children.

Save the Children has been maintaining an excellent relationship with NGO
Affairs Bureau since our war of liberation. So, NGO Affairs Bureau considers
Save the Children to be one of the most effective INGOs working in Bangla-
desh. After becoming Save the Children International, we are sure that the
relationship between the NGOAB and Save the Children will become even
stronger..

| hope that the integrated Save the Children will keep up its reputation as a
unique child rights organization working relentlessly to change the fate of the
poor children of Bangladesh, being compliant of the law of the land.
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Md. Nurun Nabi Talukder

Sheikh Hasina
Prime Minister

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
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| believe , the unified Save the Children will be able to perform its services more intensively.
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| am happy to know that ‘Save the Children’ unified its four offices in Bangladesh and renamed ‘Save the Children Interna-
tional’. On this occasion | congratulate all concerned of the organization.

The organization has been working from the very beginning of our independence. It addresses the most critical problems

faced by the children in Bangladesh. Including in the fields of maternal and child health, education, child protection, liveli-
hoods and nutrition, and preparing for and responding to emergencies.

| hope, this organization will supplement the government’s effort in creating the better future of our children.
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Jasmine Whitbread
Chief Executive Officer
Save the Children International

LAUNCH OF ONE SAVE THE CHILDREN IN BANGLADESH

Message Professor Gowher Rizvi

Hon Prime Minister's International Affairs Advisor
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

| congratulate Save the Children International for consolidating its manifold work under the
umbrella of the newly established Save the Children in Bangladesh. This is an imaginative and
innovative move that will help to make the organization more effective in bringing sustain-
able changes and to adding value to the lives of children in our country.

Promoting the welfare of the children and securing their rights was one of the priorities of
Bangabandhu; and shortly after the liberation of the country, he promulgated the Child Act
of 1974 to ensure the wellbeing, the privileges and fuller development of children in Bangla-
desh. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has taken personal interest for the care of the young
people who are the future leaders of this country. The government has taken measures to
improve the lives of working children, to ensure their safety, security, education, good health
and amusement. Government is also working for the welfare of physically and socially
challenged children.

Save the Children has earned the gratitude and admiration of the country for its commit-
ment and service to the children. We have particularly appreciated our partnership with
international communities and non-government organizations that value and advance the
government’s vision. Ve acknowledge Save the Children’s contribution in Health and Nutri-
tion, Education, HIV & AIDS, Child Protection, Child Rights Governance, Livelihoods, Emer-
gency and Preparedness initiatives.

| wish the new journey a successful continuation.

Gowher Rizvi

@ Save the Children

Michael McGrath
Country Director
it Save the Children in Bangladesh
Save the Children has been working to assist the children of Bangladesh for
almost 40 years, through the efforts of Save the Children Australia, Sweden/

on the occasion of its Launching Ceremony on March 10,2012 in Bangladesh.

Today is a very special day for Save the Children. | am immensely proud that we are
able to celebrate the establishment of one Save the Children in Bangladesh.

Save the Children was founded by Eglantyne Jebb, who set up an organization that
would work tirelessly for the benefit of children throughout the world, regardless of
their nationality, religion or social origin. More than 90 years later, we have realized
Eglantyne’s vision of a truly international organization, bringing together our
combined resources, to ensure that children everywhere are able to realize the
rights that are enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child — right to

survival, to protection, to development and to participation and to a say in the issues
that affect their future.

With strong support from the Government of Bangladesh, our partners in civil
society, donor organizations and the ordinary men, women and children of this great
country, Save the Children in Bangladesh now has the chance to make huge strides
towards its goal of creating a better future for the children of Bangladesh.

| wish you the very best in this critical task.

Jasmine Whitbread

Save the Children, House CWN (A) 35, Road # 43, Guishan 2, Dhaka -1212,Tel +88 02 9861690

Denmark, UK and US, Each organization had its own special areas of expertise,
and its own areas of geographic focus.

With the help of our partners in government and civil society, we have helped
to provide protection for children, improve early childhood and non-formal
education, maternal and child health and livelihoods for families, and
responded to disasters such as cyclones Sidr and Aila. Ve have made special
efforts to reach those who are most vulnerable - ethnic minorities, street
children, refugees and those on the margins of society, and — through innova-
tions such as the Child Parliament — have sought to ensure that the voices of
children are heard.

By uniting to form one Save the Children in Bangladesh, we have taken an
enormous step forward. Our 700 staff and 200 partner organizations are now
supported by all 29 Save the Children member organizations throughout the
world, with the resources of their peoples, governments and corporations.
Our capacity to achieve more for the children of Bangladesh has increased
many fold, and with it, our responsibility to make significant and long-lasting
changes in their lives.

| am heartened by the strong support that we have received from the Govern-
ment of Bangladesh, our largest and most significant partner, and our friends
and colleagues throughout this wonderful country. The challenges are
immense; economic growth has brought about massive migration to
overcrowded cities with limited services, climate change is exacerbating the
shortage of land and the vulnerability of this low-lying country to floods,
cyclones and other disasters. However, with your encouragement and support,
we promise to redouble our efforts to ensure that every child in Bangladesh
is able to grow and develop to their full potential.
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Michael McGrath
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