@he Baily Star

1

DHAKA THURSDAY MARCH 8, 2012

+*NEWS

AT ~—— [
R\ #* [y (|
"' RUSSELL SQUARE

i | | |
1 | -
! e i 1 —
L ) _. “m =
S 1 ! #
- _— -
| =
g
I
| i

People suffer en masse
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the streets from Matshya Bhaban to
Russell Square via Elephant Road,
Mirpur Road, Shukrabad and
Kalabagan.

This triggered citywide unbearable
traffic jams.

Many were seen waiting for buses
for hours at bus stops and there was an
acute shortage of other public trans-
port as well. People in their hundreds
walked miles to go places, especially
since afternoon.

Party leaders and activists started to
gather on the street between Shahbagh
intersection and Matshya Bhaban
around noon. This diverted traffic and
clogged streets that were used for
detours.

Around 4:30pm, just as the evening
rush hour was intensifying, the proces-
sion began to head towards Russell
Square, closing off streets as it went

ahead. This virtually caused the traffic
system to collapse.

"Since 4:00pm I've been waiting for
a bus to go to Uttara but it's 6:00pm
now and I'm still here waiting," said
Shaheda Khatun at Farmgate.

Ruma, a student of Jagannath
University, said she had failed to get
any bus or other transport. She had to
walk to Farmgate from Shahbagh.

Mamun, a trader of Farmgate area,
said, "I began my journey around noon
on a bus from Baridhara DOHS to get to
Farmgate and I reached Farmgate
around 4:00pm."

Asma Sultana, while talking to The
Daily Star over the phone, said she
started walking to Karwan Bazar from
Dhanmondi Road-1 around 6:30pm,
unable to find any transport. She along
with a few others managed to hire a
rickshaw-van there around 7:15pm
and was heading towards Gulshan on it

when she called The Daily Star to say
what she was going through.

Asad Ahmed, an employee of a firm,
said, "I tried to get to work in Motijheel
from Mirpur-12 but I had to return
from Karwan Bazar at 1:00pm, spend-
ing hours onthe road," he said.

A very dejected Asad said the Awami
League is the ruling party but it is now like
the opposition. As a ruling party the
Awami League should have been more
careful about the sufferings of the people.

The Awami League on February 29
called for the rally on March 7 (yester-
day), apparently to flaunt its political
strength in terms of public support
before the opposition BNP's March 12
grand rally in the capital.

Prime Minister and Awami League
President Sheikh Hasina was at the
rally at Institute of Engineers of
Bangladesh near Suhrawardi Udyan
yesterday.

Awami League calls the shots
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normal in Pakistan, least of all in its
eastern province.

As amatter of fact, the March 7 decla-
ration by the Awami League chief was
taken as a clear sign of what Pakistan
needed to reshape itself into if it meant
to remain intactas a single state.

And the reshaping was to be done
through a re-definition of the state into a
confederation, with each province
accorded the right to carve out its own
place within the political scheme of
things. One significant aspect of
Bangabandhu's address was that it was
a broad hint that the Awami League was
no more interested in governing
Pakistan as a whole but was now more

focused on ensuring autonomy for East
Bengal on the basis of the Six- Point.

And that was pretty logical consider-
ing that since the general elections of
December 1970, Bangabandhu had
been making it clear that he could not
deviate from the Six-Point because they
now had the sanction of the electorate of
East Bengal. Therefore, any discussion
on the future constitution of Pakistan
would need to take such a reality into
account.

In West Pakistan, there was palpable
relief that the Bangalee leader had not
gone for an outright declaration of inde-
pendence for Bangladesh but had in fact
held out something of an olive branch
for his adversaries. One did not fail to see

that it was the Awami League which
meant to call the shots, that whatever
deal was struck eventually between it,
on the one hand, and the regime and
West Pakistani politicians, on the other,
had to take into account the Bangalee's
apirations. Which is why most political
circles in West Pakistan, after March 7,
began demanding in renewed fervour
an immediate transfer of power to
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman at the centre.

On March 8, Pakistan's eastern prov-
ince was, to all intents and purposes, a
de facto sovereign state.

The Islamic Republic of Pakistan
did not seem to matter any more for a
people for whom political secularism
was beginning to define life anew.

Power Cell

Biddyut Bhaban (10th Floor)

1, Abdul Gani Road, Dhaka-1000

Invitation for Tenders

GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH

1 Ministry/Division Ministry of Power, Energy & Mineral Resources, Power Division
2 Agency Power Cell
3 Procuring Entity Name Power Division, Ministry of Power, Energy & Mineral Resources
4 Procuring Entity Code 5601
5 Procuring Entity District Dhaka
5] Invitation for Supply of Brand New Jeep (01 nos.)
7 Invitation Ref No PC/02/052/204
8 Date March 05, 2012
KEY INFORMATION
9 | Procurement Method Open Tendering Method (OTM)
FUNDING INFORMATION
10 | Budget and Source of Funds IDA
PARTICULAR INFORMATION
11 | Project / Program Code (if applicable) TA for Implementation of Bangladesh Power Sector Reform {2” Phase)
12 | Tender Package No. G 44
13 | Tender Package Name Procurement of Jeep
14 | Tender Document Last Selling Date April 10, 2012 (4 days prior to bid submission date)
15 | Tender Closing Date and Time April 15, 2012 at 12.30 PM
16 | Tender Opening Date and Time April 15, 2012 at 2:00 PM
17 | Name & Address of the office(s)
- Selling Tender Document (Principal) Power Cell, Biddyut Bhaban {10“ Floor)
- Receiving Tender Document 1, Abdul Gani Road, Dhaka-1000
| - Opening Tender Document
INFORMATION FOR TENDERER .
18 | Eligibility of Tenderer Manufacturer/ Supplier/ Authorized Distributor or Dealer in Bangladesh
19 | Brief Description of Goods or Works Latest model brand new Jeep having engine capacity in the range of
2300cc to 3000ce
20 | Price of Tender Document (Tk) Taka 1000.00 (Taka one thousand) only in the form of Pay Order/ Demand
Draft from any scheduled bank in Bangladesh in favor of Director General,
Power Cell. ¥ 2
Lo N \eaieaen of Lot ™ - T Location e Scury iRt (1S IFRRNEN Time NS MYove
21 | 1 Procurement of 01 nos. ; Tk. 1,50,000 (Taka One Lac | 1 (one) month from the date of work
of Brand New Jeep Fifty Thousand) on order
W ITITY DETAILS s il Mt g T 7
22 | Name of Official Inviting Tender Mahboob Sarwar-E-Kainat
23 | Designation of Official Inviting Tender Director General, Power Cell
24 | Address of Official Inviting Tender Power Cell, Biddyut Bhaban i.:1‘.'.'lﬂi Floor)
1, Abudul Gani Road, Dhaka-1000
25 | Contact details of Official Inviting | Tel: (02) 9556040, 9551261, 9555962, Fax: (02) 9572097, 9554664
Tender E-mail: dg@powercell.gov.bd, Web: www.powercell.gov.bd

N.B. The procuring entity reserves the right t

o reject all tenders without assigning any reason thereof.

(Mahboob Sarwar-E-Kainat)
Director General
Power Cell

Women face

FROM PAGE 1
nourished mothers mean
nutrition deficiency is likely
to pass from one generation
to another with at least one
in every three children born
underweight, according to a
press release issued by the
WFP on the eve of the
International Women's Day
today.

Different organisations
will hold rallies, discussions,
seminars and other aware-
ness programmes to mark
the women's day this year
with the theme "Connecting
girls, inspiring futures”.

The president, prime
minister and leader of the
opposition party have given
separate statements in
observance of the day. In
their messages, they called
on people to work together
to ensure women's partici-
pation in all sectors of the
country for a better
Bangladesh.

WEP press release says
sixty million Bangladeshis
suffer food insecurity with
women and girls facing
significant additional chal-
lenges. Many girls are denied
schooling or leave school
prematurely or complete
school with a few skills.

Observing the women's
day, United Nations
Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon yesterday urged the
government, civil society
and the private sector to
work for gender equality and
women empowerment.

Meanwhile, WFP
Bangladesh Country
Director Christa Rédder said
gender equality and
women's contribution to the
country's development are
crucial to tackling malnutri-
tion of mothers and children
and also to achieving the
nation's development goals.

Women must be focused
in the fight against hunger
and malnutrition, Christa
Rédder was quoted in the
pressrelease.

Bangladesh has made
great strides in fighting
poverty and hunger over the
last 40 years, but progress in
gender equality has not kept
pace with economic devel-
opment, the press release
adds.

International Women's
Day (March 8) commemo-
rates the economic, political
and social achievements of
women. On this important
occasion, the WFP honours
all women in Bangladesh,
who struggle every day to
feed their children, families
and communities, it says.

As per the press release,
the WFP in 2012 will provide
food assistance to 1.1 mil-
lion primary and pre-
primary children in
Bangladesh.

Teacher
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Judge Arifur Rahman of the
Fourth Special Tribunal for
prevention of women and
children repression took the
decision as the allegations
against them was not
proved.

Earlier on January 9, the
same court took into cogni-
sance the charges against
the duo even though police
had submitted the charge
sheet against Porimol, drop-
ping their names as nothing
concrete was found to bring
charges against them.

The case trial will begin
on April 2, the court said. It
also summoned the com-
plainant to appear before it
onthe day.

Porimol, now in custody,
pleaded not guilty and
demanded justice after the
charges were read out to him
yesterday. But the court
rejected his appeal.

THE CASESTATEMENT
The victim's father filed a
case with Badda Police
Station against Porimol,
Husne Ara and Lutfur
Rahmanon July5, 2011.

In the case statement,
Porimol, a former Bangla
teacher of the school's
Bashundhara branch, was
accused of violating the
student at his coaching cen-
tre in the city's Badda twice--
onMay28andJunel17,2011.

Husne Ara and Lutfur
were accused of trying to
cover up the incident and
taking action late against
Porimol.

The school authorities
fired Porimol on the same
day the case was filed, and
Law enforcers arrested him
the following day.

The 59-year-old school
plunged into trouble after
the incident which sparked
protests among students
and guardians.

Cloud over cricket
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Tamim Igbal from the Asia

Cup squad.

The resignation of the
former national captain is
being hailed by the cricket
community as the med-
dling in team selection is
rapidly outgrowing the
national cricket team's
performance.

The penny dropped on
Monday night, when Kamal
sent Akram an e-mail where
a 14-member squad was put
together, dropping one
player from the fifteen
selected originally. Akram's
immediate reaction was to
tell the media that Tamim
was in his selected squad.

But ultimately, despite
holding a long discussion
with co-selectors Habibul
Bashar and Minhazul
Abedin who had reportedly
tried to dissuade him,
Akram decided to relin-
quish the pivotal position.

"I wasn't comfortable [as
the chief selector] but I
always hoped it would be
alright," said Akram from
the selectors' office in
Mirpuryesterday.

"Day after day, the prob-
lems piled up and I had to
resign. Myjob isnota private
matter, butanational issue.

"A decision that I make
can benefit everyone or
the exact opposite can
happen. I have resigned
because I couldn't do my
work in a proper way,"
added Akram.

Khaled Mahmud,
another former national
captain, has stood firmly
behind Akram and his deci-
sion.

"I salute Akram Khan for
taking a wise decision,” said
the former Tigers all-
rounder. "He is one of the
heroes of Bangladesh cricket
and only a man of his stature
could take this decision.

"Everyone is worried
about where the whole affair
of the cricket is headed,”
added Mahmud.

After taking over from
Rafiqul Alam in April last
year, Akram ran into trouble
after the technical commit-
tee -- a body to oversee
team selections -- began
poking nose in his business.

The squad selected for
the Zimbabwe series had to
be delayed as a result but
Akram had mentioned at
the time that rather than
hindering the process, the
committee should have a
reviewing role. Kamal how-
ever couldn't correct the
technical committee, made
of highly influential BCB
directors; he went on to
interfere further, making
sure the teams were
approved at his whim rather
than by men of cricket.

During last year's
Pakistan series, the declara-
tion of the team for the sec-
ond Test was delayed till the
day before the match; the
contentious issues being
Mohammad Ashraful and
Shahriar Nafees as Akram
has revealed now.

Akram's resignation is
merely the tip of the iceberg
as far as the ongoing trouble
in Bangladesh cricket is
concerned.

Without any focus on
pertinent issues like setting
up a proper first-class

cricket structure and stabi-
lising the cricket board,
Kamal & Co are more
inclined to appease personal
goals.

Starting from the presi-
dent's obsession with the
ICC presidency and the
board directors' tremen-
dous interest in the
Bangladesh Premier League,
the Kamal-led BCB has also
brusquely taken away the
captaincy from Shakib Al
Hasan and not to mention
meddle in almost every
squad selected in the last
three years.

Akram's resignation has
posed two critical questions
to the current cricket board:
whether it is adamant to
push out cricketers and
whether it believes in profes-
sionalism.

JU student
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accident using her cell

phone.
Shewas firstadmittedtoa

city clinic. As her condition
started to deteriorate, she
was shifted to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital

(DMCH).
Tonny succumbed to her

injuries at about 8:00pm,

doctors at DMCH said.
Mohammadpur police

said the driver managed to

flee the spot with the pickup
truck soon after the acci-

dent.
Tonny's uncle Md

Iftekhar told reporters that
she came out of her resi-
dence near Shyamoli Ring
Road to buy some books.
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